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CHAP. I, 

THE AMBASSADORS FROM PORTUGAL RETURN 
WITH SATISFACTORY ANSWERS.— THE DUKE 
OF LANCASTER EMBARKS ON AN EXPEDITION 
TO RECOVER CASTILLE, 

NOT long after this converfation, the duke 
of Lancafter had a conference with his 
brother, the earl of Cambridge, on the affairs 
of Caftille and Portugal. The eail, who had 
been in the latter country upwards of a year, 
faid, that during the reign of don Ferdinand, 
■when he was in Portugal, the canon de Rober- 
£ac, and fir William Windfor and other knights 
whom he had led thither, had told him of the 
murmurs of the common people relative to the 
fuccelTion, and on this account had preffed him 
to carry away his fon, ' In God's name,' replied 
the duke, ' the Portuguefe fquire lias informed 
me moft circumftantially of all this matter; and 
we cannot gain a more convenient entrance 
to CalUUe than through Portugal. Arragon is 
too dillant; and befides, the king of Arragon 
has always been more attached to France than 
to us. It is not right, fmce Portugal alks from 
us affiftance, it fliould be refufed.' 
Vol. VIII. B A -^a-x. 
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A parliament was held at Weftminfier on this^ 
fubject, when it was determined that the duke 
of Lancaster fhould have> at the public ex* 
penfe, a thoufand or twelve hundred lances, all 
chofen Bfien. two thousand archers and one 
thoufand lusty varlets, and that they fhould re- 
ceive half a year's pay in advance. The king's 
uncles were well fatisfied with this grant: in 
particular, the duke of Lancaster, to whom, as. 
the matter more nearly concerned him, the 
command of this army was given. 

To expedite the ambafladors return to Portu- 
gal, who were impatient to fet out, the king of 
England wrote very affectionate letters to the 
king of Portugal, declaring the strict union and 
intelligence he wilhed to fubfist between the 
ful>jects of each kingdom. He made alio mag- 
niflcent prefents to the grand master of St. 
James and Lawrence Fongafle, who were con- 
tinually with the duke of Lancaster and earl of 
Cambridge. The day on which they took leave 
of the king and hi« council, they dined with 
the duke of I^iueaster and his brother, and had 
liberty to depw^t. I brieve the duke mentioned 
in his letters to the king of Portugal, as well as 
to the ambafladors, his wifii that feven galleys,. 
and from eighteen to twenty large reflels might 
be fent from Portugal to the port of Bristol, on 
the confines of Wales,, where the duke and his 
army wmM entf^. 

The wstikdMors, having prtmifed this fliould 

Tfji Mied, took leave and fet out for Souths 
where their veffel was waiting for 

them. 



3 ' 
them. Having embarked, they put to fea with 
a favourable wind, and, croffing the Spanifti 
main, arrived in five days at Oporto, where 
fortunately the king was, and much rejoiced at 
their return. 

They related to the king all they had Teen and 
heard in England, regarding king Richard and 
his uncles, and, in confirmation, delivered let- 
ters from them. The king of Portugal, impa- 
tient for the aid of the Englifii to retaliate on 
the Spaniards, did not delay calling his coun- 
cil, when it was refolved, that don Alphonfo 
Vietat, high admiral of Portugal, fliould get 
ready feven galleys and eighteen fiiips to fail to 
England, and bring back the duke of J^n- 
cafter and his army. Dtin Alphonfo was foon 
ready, and, fetting fail from Oporto with fa- 
Tourable winds, arrived in fix days at Briflol, 
where he anchored. 

• The duke was much rejoiced on hearing of 
his arrival, for he was at the time in Wales, 
■where the king and all his court were: he 
haftened his preparations, as his knights, fquires 
and archers were near Briftol, he having pro- 
vided at Briftol two hundred veffels to tranfport 
them, under convoy of the Portuguefe fleet, to 
the continent. It ivas iiltended by the duke 
that his duchefs and daughters ihould accom- 
pany him to Caftille and Portugal, where he 
propofed nobly marrying them 3 for he wifhed 
riot to return very foen, and with reafon, as he 
perceived affairs in England were badly ma- 
Haged, and the young king governed by wicked 
2 B counfeWoi^, 
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counfellors< This made him the more defipous 
of quitting the country. 

Before his embarkation, and in the prefence 
of his brothers, he appointed his fon, Henry 
earl of Derby, his lieutenant for whatever con- 
cerned him during his abfence, and chofe for 
him a fet of able advifers. This Henry was a 
young and handfome knight, fon of the lady 
Blanche firft duchefs of Lancaster. I never faw 
two fuch noble dames, fo good, liberal, and 
courteous, as this lady and the late queen of 
England, nor ever (hall, were I to live a thou- 
fand years, which is impoffible. 

When the duke of Lancaster had arranged 
his affairs in England, and had taken leave of 
the king and his brothers, he came to Bristol, 
where he tarried fifteen days, until his horfes 
to the amount of more than two thoufand, and 
his stores were fafely embarked, with ia,mple 
provifion of hay, straw, oats, and frefli water. 

The duke then entered a handfome galley, 
having, befide it, a large veffel for his houfe- 
hold and the duchefs, who had cenfented, with 
^reat courage, to accompany him on this ex- 
pedition ; for flie Expected, on ^er arrival in her 
native country, or at least before her return, to 
be queen of Castille. She had with her her own 
daughter Catharine, and two other daughters of 
the duke by his former marriage, called Ifa- 
bella and Philippa. Ifabella* was married to fij 

John 



* Her aame was Elizabeth. Sir Jobn Holland was created 

eail 



John Holland, constable of the army. The 
marfhal of the host, fir Thomas Moreaux, was 
alfo married to another daughter of the duke of 
I^ncaster, btit fhe was a bastard, and mother 
to the lady Morielle, Demoifelle Marie de St. 
Hilaire de Haiiman *. The lord Percy was ad- 
miral of the fleet. 

Among the knights who followed the duke of 
Lancaster, were fir Evan Fitzwarren, the lord 
Lucy, fir Henry Beaumont, the ' lord de Pom- 
miers, fir Richard Burley, the lord Talbot, the 
lord Baflet, fir William Windfor, fir Thomas 
Treftiam, fir Hugh Defpenfer, the lord "Wil- 
loughby, the lord Bradeston, fir William Far- 
rington, fir John d'Ambreticourt, fir Hugh 
Hastings, fir Thomas Worcester, fir Maubrun 
de Linieres, fir Lewis Rochester, fir John 
Sounder, fir Philip Tickel, fir Robert Clinton, 
fir Hugh Calverley, David Holgrave, Thomas 
AUery, Hobequin Beaucester, and many others 
with pennons, without including the banners. 
There were more than one thoufand lances of 
knights, fquires, and good men at arms ^ two 



earl of Huntingdon and duke of Exeter. Slie was, after his 
death, married tulir Juhn Cornwall, lord Fanhopr, but had 
no ilTue by hint. By fir John HoUaild Ihe had a fon (John) 
who fucceeded hie father. 

*I cannot explain who this lady ii: nor can I find any 
where, but in FroilTart, mtntion made of this natural daugh- 
ter of John of Gaunt, nor of the marriage with fir Thoma^ 
Moreaux. 

Stowe fays, fir Richard Bui'jfliley was confiable of the 
dukc'>i army, and after him fir Thomas de la Moleneaux. 

thoufand 
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tiioufand archers, and one thoufand stout var- 

lets. 

It was the month of May when they enir 
barked; and they had the ufuaJ fine weather 
of that pleafant feafon. They coafted the ifles 
of Wight and Guernfey, fo that they were di* 
ilinctly feen from the Norman (hores; and i^ 
fijie fight it was, for there were upwards of two 
hundred fail. It was delightful to obferve 4he 
galleys, which had men at arms on board, coaft 
the fhores in fearch of adventures, as Ihey had 
heard the French fleet was at lea. In truth, 
they were out before they (hewed themfelves on 
the coafi$ of Carentan; but, when they per* 
ceived them approaching, they retired into the 
port; pf HjjrVre. 



CHAP. II. 



JJANY FRENCH KNIGHTS AND SQUIRES OFFER 
THEIR SERVICES TO THE KING OF CASTIULE. 

NOTHING hs^dpens but what is known, 
more particularly if relating to deed* of 
armss for knights andtfquires willingly converfe 
on fuch topics. The news of the defeat of the 
\W8 of C^ftille at Aljufoarota was foon fpread 
abroad, and was known in France; for thofe 
who liad loft their friends or relations loudly la- 
mented them. Caftille alone offered a field for 
deeds of arms, as it was rumoured the duke of 
jLancafter, to fupport his claim on that crown, 
^^4 affembled a large army, and would march 

- thither 



thither or to Portugal, and without doubt there 
would be many battles. 

Some knights and fqujres, of the interior part 
of France, confulted together on this, and which 
was the beft road to Caftille. Several were of 
opinion, to march by land, to avoid the dan- 
gers of the fea, and of falling into the hands of 
the Englifli fleet; but others faid, the road by 
land was long, and the intentions of the king of 
Navarre were not quite clear; for he was not 
much attached to France; that nation, he faid, 
had robbed him of his lands in Normandy ; but 
I know not if his complaints were jutl. They 
were doubtful what road to take; for, fliould 
they go round by Arragon, they would never 
arrive at their journey's end. At length they 
refolved to embark from la Rochelle, where they 
freighted eighteen veflels with their baggage 
and (lores, but did not take many horfes with 
them. 

"When all was ready, and the wind favourable, 
they put to fea, and made for the coaft of Bay- 
onne; for that was their line of direction. They 
were three hundred knights and fquireswho had 
voluntacred on this expedition. Among them 
were the lord de Courfy, fir John Handoye, the 
vifcount de la Verliere, fir Peter de Vellamines, 
fir Guy Ic Baveux, fir John de Cliatehnorant, 
the lord de St. Liger, fir James de Fougeres, 
the lord de Bellanes, fir Trifl:an de I^nguraut, 
the lord Barrois des Barres, mth many more. 

They arrived without acciden^, jn the port of 

St. Andero, in Bifcay, on the 4'th day of May 

13S6, 
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'1586/ where they refted themfelves two dayS, 
and had their horfes and baggage difembarked- 
•When' they had laden their horfes, they in-* 
quired where they could find the king of Caf- 
tille, and were told that he was then at Burgos, 
holding a parliament on the affairs of the na- 
tion. On leaving St. Andero they followed the 
road to Burgos, and waited on the king, who 
was truly glad to fee them, and afked the news 
from France, and which way they had come. 
* They replied, • By fea from la Rochelle,* and 
that it was rumoured in France the duke of 
Lancaflerhad raifed a very large force of men 
at arms and archers, to lead into Caftille or 
Portugal 3 that it was not known where he in- 
tended to land, but that the king of Portugal 
had fent to him many fhips and galleys. 

The king, on hearing this, became penfive, 
although it was what he expected, and did not 
at this meeting difplay his courage ; for he pei*- 
ceived, from every appearance, he fhould have 
a fevere war made on him. However, he en- 
tertained the knights very handfomely, and 
thanked them much for coming. Addreffing 
himfelf to fir Robert de Braquemont, and his 
brother, fir John de Braquemont, he faid, * I 
defired you both, when you lefl me laft year, 
that on your return, you would bring me from 
Paris fome tennis balls, that we might amufe 
ourfelves at that game ; but I believe it would 
have been better I had defired you to bring good 
helmets and armour ; for I fancy we fhall foon 

have much need of them.* 

^Sirfe,' 
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* Sire/ replied the lord de Braqiiemont, * we 
have brought both; for we can neither fight 
nor play continually.' In truth, the king of 
Caftille (hewed great attention to thefe knights, 
feafted them well, and liberally fupplied them 
with every thing they wanted. Some of theta 
having vows to perform, wiflied to make a pil- 
grimage to the flirine of St. James a.t Saiiil Jago, 
iince they were in the country ; and all of them 
fet out in company; having armed themfelvesas 
if they Were going to battle: it was fortunate 
for them they had done fo, and whoever had 
advifed it fhewed great prudence, as you will 
fee hereafter; but I muft now return to the 
duke of Lancafter and his fleet> whom we left 
coafting Normandy. 



CHAP. III. 



THE DUKE OF LANCASTER, IN HIS VOYAGE TO 
CASTILLE, ATTACKS THE FRENCH BEFORE 
BREST, AND FORCES THEM TO RAISE THE 
BLOCKADE. 

JUST as pilgrim falcons, who have long refted 
hungry on their perch, are defirous of flight 
in fearch of prey, (if I may ufe the compari- 
fon) were thofe EngliQi knight and fquires im- 
patient to try their arms in the field. As ttiejr 
coafted Normandy, they faid to each other,— ^ 
* Why do not we difembark in fome of theife 
Norman ports, where we (hall meet with 
knights #ady to offer us combat?' At last thefe 
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fpeeches reached the ears of the duke^ who 
knew well, before he left Englatid^ that fir 
John de Malestroit, the lord de Malestroit, 
the lord de Cambor, Morfonace, with a num- 
ber of other knights and fquires from Brit- 
tany, had blockaded Brest, under the com- 
mand of the constable; fo that when he 
learni- the eagernefs his knights exprefled for 
fome deeds of arms, he ordered his admiral, the 
lord Thomas Percy, and his constable, lord 
John Holland, to steer the fleet towards Brit- 
tany, for he wifhed to vifit the castle of Brest 
and his countrymen who were within it. 

This order gave^ great joy t# the EngliQi ; 
and don Alphonfo Vietat, who was admiral in 
chief, and well acquainted with thefe danger- 
ous feas, took the lead, for the rest of the fleet 
to follow him. The weather was now delight* 
ful, and the fea fo calm, it was a pleafure to be 
on it : the fleet advanced with an eafy fail, and 
arrived at the mouth of Brest harbour, where 
waiting for the tide, they entered it in fafety. 
The clarions and trumpets founded fweetly from 
the barges and the castle. Sir John de Male- 
itroit and his companions were feated at table, 
when the news was brought them of the arrival 
of the EngUfli fleet : they instantly leaped up 
and armed themfelves. They knew, that as 
foon as the duke qf Lancaster had landed, they 
should have an engagement; for the English 
were come to raife the blockade. 

They were not long in making themfelves 
t(!eady> and amounted to about thrA hundred 

men 
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men at arms^ kuigkt$ and fquires. The Eng- 
lish were rejoiced at finding themfelves in Brest 
harbour^ and that the Bretons were ftill guard- 
ing th^r blockhoufe, for they were aware an 
engageipent must enfue, and they were thirsty 
for bs^ttle. 

The duke of Lancaster and his men landed 
as near as po0ible to the castle, but left their 
horfes and stores on board their ships. The 
ladies, however, went on shore to repoie 
themfelyes. The first day they made no at- 
tack, only marched out of their quarters, when 
fome of the lords fixed their tents and pavi- 
lions on the harbour fide and near the castle, 
where they remained that day and the following 
night. On the morrow, the constable and mar- 
fhsVs trumpets founded, for the army to make 
ready for an afl*ault. When all were armed, 
they marched in good array towards the castle 
and blockhoufe which had been raifed in front 
of it. Tiiis was fo folidly built, it would have 
lasted nine or ten years ; for it was furrounded 
with ditches, and had walls, towers and gates of 
strong timber. 

The English knights, on their arrival, began 
to Ikirmish gallantly at the barriers of the blockr 
houfe, and attempt to win them. The knights 
and fquires within, and there were numbers of 
good ones, vigoroufly defended themfelvesi 
i^nd, in order to gain more room, they took 
away the pallifades, which was foolish enough, 
but they trusted to their {kill and valour. Many 
were the fine deeds of arms and much pushing 
ivijth lances^ and thofe fared the best Nvho coxA^ 
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the longest hold their wind. The English, 
5 being fo numerous, gave the Bretons full em- 

ployment, and, by dint ' of couragei, won the 
barriers : within the court of the blockhoufe 
were upwards of one hundred, fo that the Bre^- 
\ tons were on the point of lofing every thing. 

I Sir John de Malestroit and the vifcount de 

Cambor, feeing this, shouted their cry, and faid, 
* How, gentlemen, shall we be thus overcome ? 
Advance, advance, and push with vigour, for 
there must be no sham fighting here: we have 
2 only the choice of death or victory.* 

Upon this they rallied, and, placing the ends 
of their lances in the ground, made an obsti- 
nate refistance to thofe who had driven them 
within the barrier«. Hard blows were given on 
each fide ; but the English, whether they would 
or Tidty were forced to retire, and were beaten 
back out of the court, fo that during the day • 
they could not regain it. 

On the other fide of the blockhoufe was a 
stone tower fituated on a rock, which the Bre- 
tons had garrifoned. A fevere attack was mad6 
On it by the English, for while the fight waS 
going on at the barriers, they had crofled a 
narrow ditch, and, with pick-axes, advanced up 
to the walls where they began to work and 
force out the stones. Thofe within defended 
themfelves well with what they could lay hands 
on, but the archers fliot fo sharply that none 
dared shew themfelves unlefs ftrongly fhielded. 

The pick-axe men continued their w^ork, 

until the tower,'Which leaned much on that fide 

^forthey had undermined the foundation) open- 
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ed in two parts. Tiie garrifon faveJ tlicmfclves 
in the ruins of what remained, for one half fell 
to the ground. On this, the Englifli fet up a 
grand fliouting -, but, it being now late, the 
trumpets founded the retreat, as they imagined 
they had done enough for one day. When they 
marched away, they faid to the Bretons, ' Gen- 
tlemen, keep a good watch to night, and ftay 
xvherc you are, fin* to-morrow we will vifit you 
again: you fee well \Vhat lituation you are in, 
and that you have nothing to (helter you from 
us.' 

It was fully the intention of the Enghfli to re- 
turn the next day and conquer the blockhoufe 
with its garrifon, for it was in their power ; and 
in this idea they pafled the night comfortably, 
as they had wherewithal fo to do. There is aa 
old faying, that ' John is as wife as his mafter,* 
which I repeat, becaufe if the English are fub- 
tle in war, the Bretons match them ; for they 
were equally clear fighted as to what was to their 
advantage, and what not. They faw, if they 
wished to avoid deatlt or captivity, there was 
no time to be loft in packing up their baggage 
and leaving the blockhoufe. They inftantty 
made Ihemfelves ready, and, mounting their 
horfes, rode towards Hemiebon, which was 
four leagues diftant. They acted wifely j for 
they were not afraid of a purfuit, as the English 
had not difembarked any of their horfes. 

Sir John de Maleftroit and his companions ar- 
rived fafely in Heouebon, the gates of which 
they 



14 

they found open, without any fuTpicion of the 
English being fo near. 

On the morrow, the trumpets founded for a 
renewal of the attack, and they were anirious ta 
make up for their forced retreat of the preceding^ 
day; but news' wat brought that the Bretons 
had evacuated the blockhoufe. The English 
repented forely not having laid an ambush, to 
have prevented the lofs of their prey. The lords' 
fent varlets to deftroy the blockhoufe, and fet' 
it on fire. Thus was the fiege of Breft raiiedt 
by the duke of Lancafter. The duke, fir John 
Holland and fome of the other knights, went 
into the castle of Brest, carrying the ladies with 
them, where they had refreshments, and then 
returned to their quarters. On the morrow, 
being the tliird day, they had their veflels wa- 
tered; and an the enfuing day they embarked^ 
and continued their voyage. 
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CHAP. IV. 

THE DUKE OF I^NCASTER ARRIVES AT CORUNNA 
IN GALICIA. — THE FRENGHj IN THE SERVIClft 
OF SPAIN, ENTER THE CASTLE TO OPPOJSE 
HIM.— THEY SHORTLY AFTER DEFEAT A PAR- 
TY OF HIS FORAGERS. 

BEFORE the duke failed from Brest, He held 
a council to determine whether they should 
steer to Lisbon, Oporto or Corunna« To this 

council 



15 

the Portuguefe admiral and his captains were 
called, and it lafted fome time. Don Alphonfo 
Vietat faid, that he had been ordered to Eng- 
land for their fervice by the king of Portugal, 
by wliom they would be made heartily wel- 
come, Ihould they land in his country; for he 
was expecting them, and would be much gra- 
tified by their coming. Upon this, they deter- 
mined to make for Oporto, which is but thirty 
leagues from Lifbon ; but they altered their 
mind, faying it would be more honourable to 
land on the enemy's coaft, and that by fo doing 
they ihould the more alarm them. They then 
fleered for Corunna, and, having a fai'oorahle 
wind, were not more than five days failing 
thither from Breft: they caft anchor in the road, 
to wait for the tide, as it was too low water when 
they arrived to approach near the fhore. 

I will now fpeak of the French knights, fir 
Barrois des Barres, fir John de Chatelmorant, 
the brothers de Braquemont and the reft, who 
had fet out on a pilgrimage to St. Jago de Com- 
poftella. After they had made their offerings 
»nd prayers to the jhrine of St. James, and 
were fitting at their inn, news was brought by 
thofe who were guarding the coafts, that the ' 
Englifh fleet was in fight, and Ihewed a difpo- 
fition to land at Corunna. Before their bag- 
gage was unloaded, of the faddles had been 
taken from their horfes, they mounted them 
again, faying they muft haften back to Co- 
runna, to defend the port; for, fliould the Eng- 
lilh unfortunately gain the caftle and town, they 
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would be mailers of the whole country. Some 
of the knights borro\ved horfes at St. Jago, and 
made fuch difpatch as to arrive at Corurina that 
night, though it was fourteen country leagues 
diftant, and a difficult road to find. They got 
there very opportunely, just as the English fleet 
was entering the harbour. 

The garrifons in town and castle were well 
pleafed at the coming of the French knights^ 
whofe baggage and armour followed in the 
courfe of the night. It was a fine fight, on 
the morrow, to view all the fliips and ga,lleys 
enter the port laden with men at arms and pur-* . 
v^yances, with trumpets and clarions founding; 
and thofe fignals were anfwered by way of de^ 
fiance, by the trumpets and clarions of the 
castle. The Englifli from this knew there were 
good garrifons in both town and castle, and 
'^at the French had pofleffion of the castle. 

The lords and their men difembarked on the , 
ihore, but did not approach the town, as it 
was top well fortified, and feemed filled with 
xnea at arms. They, however, took up their 
lodgings in fome huts of fifiiermen and feafaring 
mtn on the outfide of the walls. They were 
locked to build other huts, as they were fo nu- 
merous ; and the four first days after tlfeir land- 
ing they were thus employed, as well as in 
clearing the veflels of tlieir stores ^nd purveyan- 
ces, which were in great quantities, and in dif- 
embarking their horfes. Tliey had been fifteen 
days on board ; and though they vyere plentifully 
jfupplied with hay, oats and frefb water, yet the 

rolling 
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rolling of the fea had as much affected them as 
it had done their mafters, which made it needful 
to walk them about and take every care of them. 

When the fiiipshad been entirely cleared, the 
duke was aiked his pleafnre concerning them. 
He replied, ' I^t all the failors be well paid, and 
take the ftiips for their pains: I fliall difmifs 
them, fur I wilh all the world to know, that I 
will never recrofs the fea to England until I be 
mafter of Caftille, or die in the attempt.' 

Thefe orders were obeyed; and the failors 
being paid to their fatisfaction, made fail, fome 
to Portugal, I.ifbon, Bayonnc, Brittany, or 
England, as they pleafed, but none remained 
behind. The duke of Lancafter and his army 
were lodged in huts covered with leaves, or in 
fuch honfes as they met with ; and remained be- 
fore Corunna upwards of a month amniingthem- . 
felves ; for the chief lords had brought hounds 
for their paftime, and hawks for the ladies. They 
had alfo mills to grind their corn, and ovens to 
bake: for they never willingly go to war in fo- 
reign countries without carrying things of that 
defcription with them. 

The foragers went daily in fearch of what 
forage they could find : for, as they were in a 
pbor defcrted country, it was not very plentiful, 
which forced them to feek it at a diftance. Tiie 
French kniglits at Corunna were eager to meet 
their enemies ; and, having learnt how fooliflily ^ 
unguarded the foragers were, faid, they would 
fome day or other catch them, and make thera 
pay, once for all, for what they had p\\\ageft. 
Vol. VJII. C TVvi^ 
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They armed themfelves, to the number qf 
about two hundred, and, mounting their horfes, 
were conducted by guides, at night-fall^ through 
woods, and over mountains, until they came to 
a mountain^ called in that country Efpinetet by 
break of day, where they halted, for they had 
learnt that the Englifh foragers were out in that 
part. 

The foragers had been abfent from their army 
two days, collecting as much as they could cany, 
and were on their return to Corunna; but their 
only road lay over this mountain of Elfpinete. 
The infiant they came there, the French knights 
ruflied upon them, fhouting out, * Les JSarres for 
the Barrois!' The foragers were thunderftrack> 
for the greater part were unarmed : there might 
be fix fcore archers, who gallantly drew them- 
felves up in array, and wounded, with their .ar- 
rows, both horfes and riders. When tbey had ex- 
pended their arrows, they flung down their bows, 
and defended themfelves as well as they could, 
with the other ahns they had : fome fled and hid 
themfelves, in hopes of efcaping. Why fliould 
I make a long fl:ory ? Of the three hundred fo^ 
ragers, Aill two hundred were flain : thje reft 
faved themfelves, as well as they could, among 
buflies and rocks, where no hoife could venture. 

The runaways fled to Corunna, and related 
their misfortune, and how fir Barrois des Banres. 
and. his ccHiipany had difcomfited them.. 

The anny was mucb furprifodat tbls; .and fir 
WOMB Moreaux the marflial, had five hundred, 
OKp infiantly armed and mounted, when, 

taking 
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teking the pennon of St. George, he galloped off 
^with th^m towards the mountain of Efpinete, to 
meet the French. When there arrived, he only 
perceivejj life flau^htered foragers; for the 
French had returned by the road they had come; 
bi^t, had they not had good guides, they would 
^ever have found it through the inclofures. 

The Engllfli, on their return, when within 
half a league of their afmy, faw the French fcr 
enter the caflie of Corunna, which vexed them 
much : but help it they could not. The anx^ 
blanied the njarfhal for having fuffered the forar 
giers to ^j(^ without an efcort of njen ^t annS| 
when the enemy wejre fo near, and in fuch num- 
bers. The conftable and duke of Lancafter 
were fo (harp with him^ he was quite afhamed: 
he faid, that they had been caug)i]t^ to be fure^ 
this once^ though they had -foraged ten times be- 
fore without any interruption, f Sir Thomas,^ 
iaid the duke, * be more cautious in future; for 
Aich things may fall out in one day or hOur> as 
^ay not hapiien again in a century/ 
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CHAP. V. 

I 
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THE DUKE or LANCASTER, AFTER REMAININ6 
BEFORE CORUNNA UPWARDS OF A MONTH, 
MARCHES HIS ARMY TO SANT JAGO, WHICH 
SURRENDERS ON CAPITULATION. 

TytTHEN the duke of Lancafter had remained 
^ ^ before Corunna upwards of a month, as I 
have biefore faid, and when his men and horfes 
were quite recovered, he was advifed to march 
towards Sant Jago, where there was a richer and 
more open country for his cavalry. 

The army diflodged from before Corunna, and 
marched in three battalions. The marfhal led the 
van, of three hundred lances and fix hundred 
archers i then marched the duke with four hun- 
dred fpears, accompanied bjr all the ladies. The 
rear was compofed of four hundred lances jmd 
feven hundred archers, accompanied by the 
conftable fir John Holland. They marched very 
flowly, and were three days in going from Co- 
runna to Sant Jago. You mufi; know, that the 
province of Galicia was much alarmed at the 
arrival of the duke of Lancafi;er, for they re- 
membered his power well. 

When the marflial and the van came before 
the town- of St. Jago de Compoilella, where the ^ 
. i^ody of St. James repofes, and which many ma^ 

long 



inch long journeys' to vifit, he found the gates 
ihut, asmighthavebeenfuppofed. Therewasno 
other garrifon but its inhabitauts ; for the French 
inights refufed taking upon them the defence of 
it, to the laft exlremity, as it was not ftrong 
enough to withftand the force under the duke of 
Xancaller. The marfhal fent forward a herald to 
liear what the townfmen would fay. The herald 
found at the barriers the captain of the guard, 
called don Alphonfo Sene, and faid to him, ' A 
few paces hence is the marftial of my lord of 
Lancafter's army, who would wifli to fpeak with 
you.' • I am very agreeable to it; let him ad- 
vance and I will parley with him.' The herald 
returned to the marfhal with this anfwer. 

The marflial left his army, with only twenty 
lances, and rode to the barriers, where he found 
the captain and feme of the townfmen waiting, 
*rhe marfhal difmounted, with twelve others, a- 
' mong whom were the lord Bafletandfir William 
Farringdonjandaddreifed him as follows: ' Cap- 
tain, and you men of St. Jago, the duke, and 
duchefs of Lancalieryour queen, ((he being the 
eldeft daughter of Don Pedro, your late king) 
fend me to know how you mean to act : to open 
your gates and receive them as your legal fove- 
reigns, as good fnbjects ought to do; or force 
me to affault your walls, and take your town 
by florm. But know, that if you fuffer the place 
to be ftormed, all within fliall be put to the 
fword, that others may take warning.' 

The captain replied, — * We iviih to follow the 
dictates 
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dictates of reafon, and acquit ourfelves loyally ,toJ 
Wards thofe to whom we owe obedience. We 
know well that the duchefs of Lancafter is daugh- 
ter to Don Pedro of Caftille ; and if that king 
had reigned peaceably in Cartille, fhe was heir- 
efs to his crown, but things are altered ; for the 
whole kingdom turned to the obedience of hi^ 
brother, king Henry, by the fuccefs of the bat- 
tle of Monteil : we all fwore fidelity to him ; and 
lie wfcus acknowledged king as long as he lived : 
after his deceafe we all fwore obedience to don 
John, his fon, who reigns at this moment. Tell 
iis how thofe of Corunna acted ; ifor it is impof- 
fible but that, during the month you lay before 
that place, fome negotisttions and treaties were 
concluded.* 

Sir Thomas Moreaux anfwered, — ' You fpeak 
truly: we have had indeed negotiations with 
thofe of Corunna, otherwife we fhould not have 
marched hither, though that town is double the 
ftrength of yours. I will tell you what they have 
done: they have entered into a compofition 
with us, by declaring they will act in the fame 
manner as you do ; but, if you force us to the 
afiault, they will not follow that example. If 
Galicia furrender to my lord duke and his 
lady, they will furrender alfo, for which they 
have given us fuch pledges as are fatisfac- 
tory.' 

^ Well,* replied the captain, * we will agree 
to this : there are many large towns and cities 
in the realm : ride on, therefore, and leave us in 

peace 



_peace, for we will act as tJiey iliall, and give you 
good fecurity for our performing it.' 

' Oh this will never do,' faid the marftial : 
• fucha treaty will by no means pleafe the duke 
and duchefs ; for they arc refolved to refide in 
this town, and keep their ilate as nionarchs 
ihould in their own kingdoms. Anfwer me 
"briefly what you mean to do : furrender, or have 
yourfelves and town deftroyed?' 

' My lord,' faid the captain, ' allow us a lit- 
tle time to confult together, and you fliall be 
fpeedily anfwered.' ' 1 confent,' faid the mar- 
flial. The captain then withdrew into the town, 
and aifembled the inhabitants at the ufual place 
where public meetings were held, and related to 
them the converfalion that had paffed between 
him and the marfliai. I believe the townfmen 
at laft confented to receive the duke and duchefs 
ss their monarchs; and to entertain them as 
fuch in their town as long as they might pleafe 
to refide there, if don John, ki ng of Caftille, did 
■not, with his power, attack them. But if it 
fliould happeDj that after they had made St. 
Jago their refidence for a year, or a longer time 
according to their pleafure, and ibould depart 
fi-om the country, for England, Bordeaux or 
Bayonne, or wherever elfe they may prefer, the 
^uke muft engage to leave behind a fufficient 
force of men at arms to defend them a'gainft 
their enemies, otherwife they would furrender 
the town to don John of Caftille, and hold 
themfelves acquitted of allegiajice to the duke. 
Sir Thomas Moreaux cheerfully accepted 
thefe 
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^hefe terms, and told them they had well fpoken, 
and to the purpofe, and that the duke and 
duchefs wiftied for nothing better. The marftial 
returned to his divifion, and to the duke and 
duchefs, who were waiting for him on the plain ; 
to whom he related all that had paffed and the 
treaty he had concluded, to which they afTented, 
faying it was well -done. * 

The army was advancing gaily in battle-array 
towards the town of St. J ago ; when about two 
French leagues from the place, they were met by 
a long proceffion of th^ clergy, bearing relics, 
croffes and ftreamers, and crowds of men, women 
and children, and the principal inhabitants car- 
rying the keys of the town, which they prefent- 
ed, on their knees, with much feeming good 
will, to the duke and duchefs, (but whether it 
was feigned or not I cannot fay) and acknow- 
ledged them for their king and queen. 

Thus they entered the town of St. Jago, and 
rode directly to the church of St. James, where 
the duke, duchefs, their children and attendants, 
kneeling offered up their prayers to the holy 
body of St. James, and made rich gifts at the 
altar. It was told me that the duke, duchefs and 
the ladies, Conftance and Philippa, were lodged 
in the abbey, and there held their court. Sir 
John Holland and fir Thomas Moreaux, with 
their ladies, were lodged in the town : the other 
barons and knights as they could, and the men 
at arms on the plains round the town.' Thofe who 
could not find houfes built themfelves huts 
«vered with boughs, of which there were plenty 

in 
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in the country, and made themfelves comfort- 
able with what they could get. 

Me^t and ftrong wines were in abundance; of 
which the archers drank fo much that they were 
for the j^reater part of their time in bed drunk ; 
and very often by drinking too much new wine 
they had fevers, and in the morning fuch head- 
achs as to prevent them from doing any thing the 
remainder of the day, for it was now the vintage. 



CHAP. VI. 



FRENCH KNIGHTS LEAVE CORUNNA, AND 
JOIN THE KING OF CASTILLE. — THEY AC- 
QUIRE MUCH WEALTH BY PLUNDERING THE 
COUNTRY, IN ORDER TO FRUSTRATE THE 
ENGLISH. 

SIR John de Chatelmorant, le Barrois des JBarres 
and the other French knights who had guarded 
Corunna, hearing that the duke of Lancafter 
had been peaceably received in St. Jago, held a 
council on what they fliould do, faying, — ' It 
does not fignify for us to remain here any longer, 
fince we fliall meet with no fortunate adventures : 
let us march to Burgos, where the king is, and 
learn from him what his intentions are : perhaps 
he may be going to meet the Englifh, for, if he 
allow them quietly to eftablifh themfelves, by 
de^fees they will be lords of Caftille. It will be 
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wore for ©ur honour to go to him than to Aay 
here/ 

They accordingly made preparations* and 
leaving the caille, procured guides to condact 
thcni to Burgos ; otherwife they would probably 
liave fallen in with their enemies. They rode 
through Blfcay> and fkirted Galicia to L/bon^ 
where the king and queien at that time refided. 
When thefe knights waited on the king^ he re* 
ccivcd them very kindly, and enquired from them 
the newSy although he knew enough. Thev 
told him of their opportune arrival at Corunna^ 
as the Englifh fleet was entering the harbour, 
wherein they found feven galleys and (hips of 
Bifcay laden with wine, of which the English 
took advantage, for the merchants were soon 
caft?d of the whole. * It is thus in war,' replied 
the king ; • they were unwife, when they heard 
the Knglish fleet were at fea, not to run fome- 
where elfe for fafety.* * In God's name^ fir,* re- 
turned the knights, * they had come thither for 
feourity : they faid, their cargoes of wine were 
for Flanders, and having heard from the failors 
of Saint Andcro that the Englifh were in the bay 
of Biicay, and that the king of Portugal, had 
font them large (hips and galleys, it was natural 
to conclude they would have fleered for Portugal; 
but they did the contrary, as it appears, and 
landing at Corunna, have entered Galicia/ 
l^pon this, the king faid, — * Now you knights 
from France, who are fo well acquainted with 
arms, and know more about warlik.e matters ffuui 

my 



«7 
ihy fubjects, from being fo long trained to tlieni; 
what are your opinions of the Englifh ? how do 
you think they will act this feafon?' ' By my ^1 
iaith.' replied fome (for all gave their opinions] 
' we can but ill judge what they will do, for the 
Englidi are very referved : and we can only- guefi 
how they will act, or whither they will march. . 
We mull fuppofe that the duke of Lancafter will 
remain alltheenfuing winter In St. Jago, and his 
army thereabouts; whence he will overrun Gali- 
cia, conquer fome fmall forts, and lay in ftores 
ofprovifion, until the return of fummcr, when 
treaties will be formed between him and the king ; 
of Portugal, for them to act in concert. Perhaps 
a family- alliance may take place, for you will 
obferve that the duke has brought with him his 
daughters, thofe that arc married as well as the 
others ; now, as there are two unmarried, we 
imagine the king of Portugal, your adverfary, 
will have one of thera.' ' What would you ad- 
vife me to do ?' faid the king. * We will tell you, 
iire,' replied the knights. ' Order all youj' ftrong- 
eft caftles on the borders of Galicia to be well .' 
guarded, anddeftroy the fmaller ones. We learn 
that it is the cuftom of this country to fortify 
churches and towers, whereto the inhabitants of J 
the flat countries carry their wealth and ftock. 1 
This will turn out to their deliruction and the ' 
confufion of your kingdorft; for when the Eng- 
lifli take the field, thefe churches and towers 
will prove no obftacle to them : on the contrary, 
they will be recruited from the victual they will 
there &ni, and continue the war with more vigour, 

ancl 
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and conquer the remainder. We therefore ad- 
vife you to deftroy all fuchlike forts, while you 
have time fo to do, and to give up all, that is not 
fecured in large and ftrong towns, by Michael- 
mas, or at the lateft by Andrew's day, to your men 
at arms; for it is better they (hould have the 
advantage and profit, than your enemy. Wc 
advife you, in particular, to fend fome well in- 
formed ambaffadors to the king of France, and 
to his uncles of Berry and Burgundy, that they 
may be made acquainted with the real ftate of 

' your country, and that by the return of fum- 
mcr, or fooner if thefeafon will permit us to take 
the field, you may wage fuch a war as was 
never before made in Caftille. Write preffing 
letters to the king and his uncles, that they may 

. affift you in this neceffity with fuch numbers of 
men at arms that you may refift your enemies 
and preferve your kingdom. There is a ftrong 
connection between you and the king of France, 
which was firft made by your predecefTor and 
fjgither ; and you may be afTured, that in your 
diftrefs neither the king nor realm of France, 
whicli can do no more than England and Por- 
tugal united, will defert you. Believe us, that 
as foon as the king and his council fhall learn 
your fituation, they will take fuch fteps as will 
prevent you from receiving any lofs in this war; 
for know, that thofe French knights and fquires, 
wh o are defirous of glory, will, at the flighteft 
word, haften hither to feek it, for at this mo- 
ment they know not where to employ their arms. 
We mention this, becaufe there is now a peace 
*f-^ between 
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between the French and Flemings, and a truce 
with the Englifh and French on the other fide 
the Loire until St. John the Baptist's day enfu- 
ing. Yon will therefore fee men at arms, knights 
and fquires, fly hither from France as well to 
advance their own honour as to fee this country 
and meet the Englifh. But, fire, we particu- 
larly recommend the deftruction of thefe fmalt 
forts, if you wifh to preferve you country.' 

The king replied, 'You have advifed me loy- 
ally and I shall instantly follow your counfel, 
and order, without further confultation, all fuch 
forts to be demolished as are not tenable, and 
make you a prefent of whatever may be found 
in them.' The knights faid, he had well fpoken, 
that they would attend to that buiinefs, and af- 
fift him in defending and preferving his realm. 

This gift of the king of Castille to the knights 
from France and thofe about his perfon was 
worth to them two hundred thoufand francs, 
efpecially to thofe first comers, who had thrown 
themfelves into Corunna when the duke of Lan- 
caster had arrived, and purfued his march to 
Sant J ago. 

All the fmall forts, churches and towers, 
which had been embattled in Castille, were 
abandoned and destroyed, and the poor peafants 
difappointed in their expectations of having 
therein depofited their wealth and stock in fafe- 
ty; for the knights and fquires went thither 
with their men and feized on all the wines, corn, 
and cattle, and drove them to their quarters ; 
but the gold and filver which they found, and 
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the films they made the peafants pay for their 
ranfoms, or to have their stock back again, 
went into their own purfes, unknown to any one 
but themfelves. Some of the poorer fquires, 
more bold and cunning than the rest, (for there 
are always fome of that fort) who had left their 
homes miser^ly mounted or on foot, were so 
aptive that they had now fine courfers and ge- 
nets for pleafure, with five or fix filver girdles, 
and-purfes )yith a thoufand or two of francs in 
them, 

Thus did thefe companions, who first entered 
Castille, make fortunes, which the flat countries 
paid ; for every place was rifled and devoured 
even by their own countrymen, who would not 
that their enemies should be any gainers by their 
invafion. 

When it was told in France how poor knights 
and fquireswere enriching themfelves in Castille, 
where th^ fpared neither the lands of friends 
nor thofe of their foes, their companions were 
more eager than ever to leave France, in the 
hopes of being sharers with them. 
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CHAP. VII. 

pREAT PREPARATIONS ARE MADE THROUGHOUT 
FDANCE FOR THE INVASION OF ENGLAND.-r 
■I'UE DEATH 'OF FIL\NCIS ATREMEN. 



T^HE king of France, his uncles and council,' 
■*• had been well informed of the intended ex- 
pedition of tiie duke of Lancaster, before he had 
failed from England, (for fame fpreads all things 
.abroad) and that it was meant against Castille. 
It was for (this reafon the duke of Burgundy had 
concluded fo eafdy a peace with the Flemings, 
and in order that the king of Castille might have 
aflistance; for the king of France was bound to 
aid him, as he had always fuccoured France, 
Avhen called upon with men and ships. Add to 
this, the great defire the young king of France 
had ever shewn to invade England with a power- 
ful army and navy. In this he was joined by 
all the chivalry of the realm, but efpecially by 
the duke of Burgundy, the constable of France, 
and the count de St. Pol, although he had mar- 
ried king Richard's fister, as well as by the lord 
de Coucy. 

Thefe lords faid, ' Why should not we, for 
once, make a vifit to England to fee the country 
and its inhabitants, and learn the way thither, as 
the English have done in France? This year, 
therefore, 1386, we will go thither, as well to 
break 
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break up thfe expedition of the duke of Lancafter, 
and force him to return home, as to give alarm 
to the Englifli, and fee how they will behave.* 
Greater armaments were made in France than 
had hitherto been done. Heavier taxes were 
impofed on all the towns and country than for 
one hundred years, and fuch fums had never 
been raifed, nor were ever greater preparations 
made by fea and land. The whole fummer^ 
until September, was employed in grinding flour, 
and making bifcuit in Arras, Bethune, Lille, 
Douay, Amiens, St. Omer, and in all the towns 
near to Sluys, for it was the plan of the king to 
embark at Sluys, fail for England, and deftroy 
the whole country. 

Many of the rich men of France were forced 
to pay a third or fourth of their property, in * j*? 
order to build veiTels of afufficient fize ; and the 
poorer fort were taxed as much as they were 
worth, to pay the men at arms. 

There was not a veffel of any fize from the 
port of Seville to Pruffia, that the French could 
lay their hatids on, but was feized by fair or foul 
means for the king of France. iProvifions ar- 
rived from all quarters. Very great quantities 
of wine, falted meats, oats, truffes of hay, 
onions, verjuice, bifcuit, flour, butter, the yolks of 
eggs in powder and rammed in barrels, and every 
other neceflary, were fent from Flanders, fo that, 
in future times, thofe who have not been eye- 
witnefles will never believe the accounts. 

Lords and knights, at great diflances, were 
written to, to requeft they would accompany the 
*'> king 



king of France in this expedition: eren as feras • 
Germany, Savoy, and the lands of the count 
d'Armagnac. The earl of Savoy was retained 
with five hundred lances; as were alfo the count 
d'Armagnac and the dauphin of Auvergne; and, 
becaufe thefe lords were fo diftant, they feot be- 
fore them vail provifion of (lores ; and it was 
wonderful to fee the quantity of coftly articles 
that came to Flanders, by land and fea,tliroHgh 
Damme, Bmges and Sluys. 

When St. John's day was come, all the great 
veiTels in Holland, Zealand, Middleburgh, Dor- 
drecht, Schoenhoven, Leyden, the Brille, and 
other places near the fes, were fought for to carry 
this army from Sluys ; but the Hollanders and the 
reft faid, that if they wanted their veflels or their 
fervices, they muft pay them down the fumsagreed 
on, otherwife they would not ftir. They were wife 
in fo doing; for they were inllantly paid, before 
they would leave their houfes or harbours. 

Never, fince God created the world, were there 
feen fuch numhers of large lliips, as filled the 
hai-bours of Sluys and Blanckenburgh ; for, when 
they were counted, in the month of September, 
this fame year, they were twelve hundred and 
eighty-feven ihips. Their mails, on coming from 
Tea, appeared like ^ thick foreft. 

The cooftableVftiip was building at Treguier, 
in Brittany ; and the conilable had there con- 
ftnicted a town of frame-work, of large timber, 
which was to be put togetherj on their landing 
in England, for the lords to retreat to, as a place 

Vol. vni. D of 
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otfB&tfy and to be lodged therein, to t>revent 
any danger that might arife from nightly attacks. 
This town was fo confimcted, that when they 
diflodgfed^ it could be takim to. pieces, itoofs and 
all; and siMiy carpenters and other workmen > 
who bad been employed on it, were aigaged, 
at very high wages^ tO' attend the properly tak-* 
ing it toi pieces and erecting it again. . 

I never heard the liame of the duke of Brit* 
tany» nor had he laid up in Flanders fioFes of any 
kind, nor t)£ the dake of Touraine, the king's 
youngail. brother, nor of the count de Hk)is, as 
among the number of thofe who were fo aqciomv 
pajiythe king on this opcafion. But all pouUL 
not ^ : it was neoeifiEOy fome fhould remam 
behind in France, to giiard the realm; : 

Whoever had been at DAmm^, Bruges or Sluya 
at this time^ imd had feen how bufily all weie 
employed in losing the veifela with hay in tniifts^ 
garlic, onions, bifcuit iii faoks,; peafe, beansiy 
cheele-bo^ss ' barleys > oats^ rye, wheat, wax^ 
candlesy Honfings, flioes, boots^ helmets, ipurs^ 
kiiives, hiatcheCs^ wedges, pick-axes^ hooks, 
woodeiv pegSi boxes ^lled with omtments, tow, 
blinda^es^ coverlids fop fleeping on, fa(Hrfe*flioe 
ni»ls> IMVI^ ^f verjuice and vinegar, iron, ft^n^ 
ware, pewter and wooden- pois^ and diflies, 
candlefilcks, bafonSj vafes^ fat pigs, hafiers, 
kitchen fUriiit«re, utetifils for the buitery> and 
for the other offices, and wery article neceflkry 
for man ot* b^aft; ^cmld have been Urnok with 
aftoniflinietit. The eagemefs and'pleafur^ wttre . 
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fo great in tlie beholding it, tliat had any one 
had a ferer or tootliache, he would have got rid 
of them by running from one place to another. 
The converfations which were overiieard be- 
tween the French flicwed they coiifidered Eng- 
land would be ruined and dettroyed, beyond 
refource, the men put to death, and the women 
and children carried in flav<'ry to Fra^ice. 

The king of England and his council were 
duly informed of thefe grand preparations ; and 
it was confidently affirmed and believed that the 
French would not fail to invade the country, as 
they had fworn they would do fo. It is not 
ftraiige tliat fuch formidable preparations (hould 
require the utmoft attention, nor would it be 
matter of furprife if the Englifh were at firft much 
alarmed, for iramenfe as thefe armaments were, 
they were greatly magnified ; and it was not cer- 
tain whether they were meant to invade England 
or attack Calais by fea and land ; for the Englifli 
knew well there was not a town the French were 
more delirous of regaining than Calais. 

On this account, great ftores of corn and other 
grain, falted meat and fifh, wines and brandies, 
were fent from England to Calais. Sir Thomas 
Holland, earl of Kent, fir Hugh Calverley, fir 
"William Elmham, the earl of Angus, fir WaJter 
"Warren, fir Walter Paul, fir William Touchet, 
fir Lewis de Montalban, fir Colars d'Ambreti- 
court, were ordered thither to defend it, and 
with them five hundred men at arms and as 
many archers. The earl of Arundel and lord 
Henry Defpenfer put to fea with forty large 
D 2 (hips. 
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(hips, having on board three hundred men at 
arms, and fix hundred archers completely 

armed* 

It was, on the other hand, reported in feveral 
places in France, Hainault and Picardy, that this 
armament was not deftined for either England or 
Calais, but that, when it was completed, it would 
inveft the town of Ghent. I was told the men of 
Ghent were ferioufly alarmed : but they were to 
blame if they fliewed any fear, for the duke of 
Burgundy, their lord, wiQied them nothing but 
profperity, although Francis Atremcn, (hortly 
after the peace, was flain at Ghent. 

The duke was no way implicated in his deaths 
for he bore him no hatred, although, during the 
war of Ghent, he had performed many gallant 
deeds in the ferviceof his townfmen, as have been 
truly related in this hiftory. If Francis Atremen 
came to fuch an end, he has nobody to blame but 
himfelf; for, had he believed Peter du Bois^ this 
misfortune would not have befallen him. 

Peter du Bois gave him notice what he might 
expect at the conclufion of the peace between the 
duke of Burgundy and Ghent, on their return to 
Ghent from Tournay. When Peter was making 
his preparations to accompany the lord Bonrchier 
to England, he faid, ^ Francis, what do you iay ? 
will you not go to England with us ? for now is 
the time.* ' No,* replied he, * I will jremain in 
Ghent.* ' And bow,' faid Peter, * can youfup-' 
fofe you will live there in quiet? for there are 
many who mortally hate both you and me. I 
would not remain there for any fiun of jnoney^ 

for 
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for there is no dependance on the populace. Have I 
you never heard how tliey murdered Jacob voH I 
Artaveld, who had done them much fervice, andfl 
given them fuch good advice, and had on aU ■ 
occafionsaffiftedthem? and yet, from thefpeeches I 
of a hnen-weaver they flew him, without any o{ I 
the principal inhabitants interfering in his behalf, fl 
On the contrary, they difTembled, and in their I 
hearts were rejoiced at his death. Now, Francis, 1 
juft fo it will happen to yon, and to me, if I-l 
ftay ; but that I will not, fo I bid you adieu.' J 

' It will not fo happen,' rephed Francis, 'fcff i 
my lord of Burgundy has pardoned all, and of- I 
fers me, if I choofe to refide with him, to be 1 
equerry of his ftables with four horfes at my I 
command, and shews me, as well as the lord 1 
Guy de la Tremouille and the other knights of I 
his houfehold, every mark of affection.' I 

' In God's name,' faid Peter, ' I do not fpeak I 
of my lord of Burgundy, nor of his knights, for 'A 
they are well inclined to keep peace, but of the ■! 
Ghent men. There are fome to whom you have I 
not always behaved well ; have you forgotten the I 
lord de Harzelles, whom you caufed to be aflTaf- I 
finated, and fnch and fuch others. Know, that I 
the revenge of their relations will fall on yoil I 
within a short time, if you remain: take my 1 
advice: rather than live here, accept the duke's I 
offer.' J 

*1 will conlider of this,' anfwered Francis; 

'but I am determined not to go to England.' 

Thus the converfation ended. Francis Atremen 

ftaid 
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fiaid in Flanders^ and Peter du Bois, as yon harft 
before heard^ went with lord Bourchier to Eng^ 
land. What foUowed you (hall hear. Soon after 
peace had been proclaimed throughout Flanders^ 
an edict was publifhed in all towns dependant on 
the duke of Burgundy, forbidding any one what- 
lever to wear armour or fwords^ or to have arms 
carried by their followers. 

Francis Atremen, during the war of Ghent, 
had been one of its principal rulers, and one who 
had the moil attention paid him. Whenever be 
walked the fireets he was followed by thirty or 
forty varlets, who were well pleafed at any orders 
he chofe to give them. He had kept this ftate 
So long, that he was loth to give it up, and was 
defirous of being followed by three or four armed 
witii fwords or defeiijfive ftaves. When this pro-* 
clamation of the duke of Burgundy was made, 
he niever imagined it any way concerned him, 
£0 much did he fancy himfelf in favour with the 
duke and the town : but he was miilaken ; for, 
feven or eight days after the publication of the 
edict, the duke's bailiff came to him and faid,-^' 
^ Francis, you feem fufpicious and afraid of our 
lord's officers, or why do you now go armed 
through the town of Ghent, foUowed by your 
yarlets, armed alfo, with fwords, as in. times of 
war? We are much difpleafed thereat, and com- 
mand you, in the name of the duke and diTchefs 
of Burgundy, that you lay them afide.' 
. . J^WBi^ffA who in fact meant no ill, but k^t.up" 

% $f^ through pomp, replied^ — ^Bailiff, I 

fhall 
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fliall willingly obey your orders, as is riglit ; for, 
thank God, I bear no mabce iior wiQi evil to auy 
one; but I thoiiglit I was fo well confidered in tlie 
town, that I might havehadmy fwonl and armour 
borne after me without its being objected to.' 

' You are miftaken,' faid the bailiff; ' it is the 
townfmen, to whom you have done fo many fcr- 
vices, who liave interfered, and tell me they are 
furprifed how I fuffer itj for it feems to them 
you want to renew a war, for which they have 
no inclination. I therefore beg of you, Francis, 
that you will fo act, as that I may hear no more 
of it; for, if you do not obferve the edict, I fliall 
look on. you as an enemy to the duke and dachefs 
of Burgundy,' 

The bailitr of Ghent departed. Francis Atre- 
men returned to his houfe, and ordered his var- 
iets to lay afide their arms. He became melan- | 

choly; and, for the greater part of the times he , ' 
went abroad, it was alone, or having one varlet I 

or a boy attending him. Not long after this | 

converfation with the bailiff, a fellival was kept . 

at the monaftery of St. Peter, without Ghent, j 

whither Francis went alohe, or only attended by 
a fingle varlet, neither having fwords nor arms. 
He was watched, and followed by a baftard of 
the late lord de Harzelles, anxious to revenge 
his death, in which common fame reported 
Francis Atremeu to have been ftrongly guilty. 
The baftard, having provided himfelf with arms, 
followed him out of the town, and when at a 
proper diftance, and no one near, he called out a 
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. to him^ ' Francis, you are a dead man i you ptit 
to death my father, and I will do the like to 
you/ As Francis turned rouud, the bailard, who 
was a flout fellow, ilruck him fo violent a blotir 
on the head, that it fplit his ikuU to the neck and 
felled him dead. The bailard wilked quietly 
away, for none purfued him, and nouinore was 
faid. Francis Atremen came by his death for 
not following the advice of Peter du Bois. 

When news of this reached England, and came 
to the knowledge of Peter du Bois> he but flightly 
pitied him, faying, * Before I left Ghent, I truly 
told him what would happen ; but he would not 
mind what I faid, and has fuffered for it. See if 
any one will meddle in the matter : certainly 
none of thofe who, during the war, feemed fuch 
warm friends to him, and honoured him fo 
much. It was for fear of fuch events that I 
followed the advice of lord Bourchier, and came 
with him to England.' 



CHAP. VIII. 

•I' 

THE FRENCH PUT THEMSELVES TO USELESS EX- 
PENSE ON THEIR MARINE. — THE ENGLISH 
MAKE JUDICIOUS PREPARATIONS TO OPPOSE 
THEM. 

1UI7E will return to the preparations gpiflg ^- 

▼ ^ ward at Damme and Sluys, which were ip 

formidable, that thelik^ wns never riam'^pabered 

' m 
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in the memory" of man, nor is there any writtea 
account of fuch. Money was no more fpared 
than if it rained gold, or was pumped up from 
the fea. The great barons of France had fent 
their fervants to Sluys to embark every thing 
they might have occafion for in this expedition; 
for all were impatient to crofs over; and the 
king, young as he was, fliewed greater impa- 
tience than any. 

Each lord ftrove to have his veflel the beft fup»- 
phed, and the moft ornamented with painting and. 
gilding, with their arms emblazoned on them and 
on the flags. Painters made a good harveft, for 
they were paid whatever they alked, and even 
with this there were not a fulficiency. The mafts. 
were painted from top to bottom ; and fome, hf 
way of magnificence, were even covered with 
flieets of fine gold, above which were emblazoned 
the arms of the different lords to whom the veflels 
belonged. It was told me, particnlarly, that fir 
Guy de la Tremouille expended fuch fums ia 
ornamenting and painting his own Ihip that they 
amounted to upwards of two thoufand francs. 
Their banners, pennons and liandards were fo 
very grand, as to furprife all who faw them. No 
ornament nor decoration could be imagined, but 
thefe lords employed it on their vefiels. The 
poor of France paid for all; the taxes were fo 
grievous in that country, that the rich com- 
plained, and the poorer forts ran away. 

All which was going forward in France, Zan- 
ders, Bruges, Damme and Sluys was known in 
England, and with many additions to the real 
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truth. The people in feveral places were ex- 
ceedingly alarmed, and generally the prieils 
made proceffions in many towns three times ^- 
week ; where, with much devotion, they offered 
tip their prayer to God, to avert this peril from 
then\. There were upwards of one hundred 
thoufand who were defirous the French fliould 
come to England, faying, to comfort the weak 
hearted, ' Let them come : by God, not a foul 
Aall.return back to tell their ilory/ Such as 
^ere in debt, and had not any intention of pay- 
ing nor wherewithal to do fo, were delighted^ and 
find to their creditors, ' Hold your tongues: they 
are coining florins in France', and we will pay 
^you with them:' and thus they lived CKtrava- 
gantly, and expended largely, for credit was not 
refufed them. Whenever they were aiked to 
pay, they replied, * How^can you aflc for money ? 
is it not better that we fpend it than that French- 
men fliould find it and carry it away ?' Thus were 
many thoufand pounds flerling fooliflily fpent in 
England. 

The king of England was during this time in 
Wales with the earl of Oxford, who governed 
England, for without bis confent nothing was 
done. The king's privy council confiAed of fir 
Simon Burley, fir Nicholas Bramber, fir Robert 
Trefilian, fir Robert Beauchamp, fir John Salif- 
bnry, fir Michael de MPple^.and ^fp the bifbop 
of Norwich raid fir William Nev^Mq,. brotljier to 
4iMii>cd:>NeHUe. Th^fe coutifeUoi^ did witlv ^he 
|iHrfi«jr .|>lea(C^,[wd c«crii^ hioi wbitherlbr 

^Iliei^Ji&edsrfof n^ittK^d b^/ )^ y^V^^ ^ 
I Cambridge 



Cambridge and Buckingham been able to relairi 
any influence, nor coutd tliey act, witliout know* 
ing M'hether it were agreeable to the above-nam- 
ed counfellors. All thefe" difcords were ttie to- 
pic of converfation in France, and incited them 
to hailen their preparations. They willed to 
force the duke of Lancaftcr to return from Caf- 
tille, but would not on that account have given 
up their invafiou. 

The lords, prelates and citizens of the princi- 
pal towns in England, having obtained esact 
information that the French were nearly ready 
to put to fea, held an aflembly, in which they 
debated what was proper to be done. The king^ 
was written to by his uncles to return to London, 
as the whole country was much diflatisfiedwith 
hira and his advifcrs. The king and his coun- 
cil, not daring to refufe, left Wales, where he 
and his queen had refided a confiderable time. 
On his arrival at Windfor, he Itaid fome days, 
and, there leaving his queen, came to his palace 
of Weftminfter. Thofe who had any bufinefs to 
tranfact went thither to the king; and before the 
parliament was holden, a council was called to 
consider how they might appeafe the great dif- 
eontents which appeared in the country. 

In this parliament, which was attended by the 
kiug, his uncles, and all the noblesandprelates of 
the realm, the earl of Salilbury, a prudent and 
valiant man, fpoke as follows: ' Your majeftyj 
and my lords prefent, need not be furprifed if our 
adverfary, the king of France, propofes to invade 
MS; for since the death of the moll potent and 
fagaciQVJL^ 
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fagacious prince, Edward of happy memory5 Crtir 
fovereign lord, this realm has incurred feveral 
riiks of being deftroyed by its own fubjects and 
the commotions of peafants. It is alfo perfectly 
well known in France that we difagree amon^ 
Ourfelves, and are torn by faction5 which makes 
them imagine their enterprife cannot fail of fuc* 
cefs. The danger is indeed great, for he muft be 
weak who fears not his enemy. ^ While we re- 
.mained united, the king with the people^ and the 
people with the king, we were victorious a,n4 
powerful, and there were none able to do us any 
^ential injury. It is therefore neceffary, (and 
never was any thing in England more preffing) 
for us to act in unity, and reform what may be 
wrong, if we wifh to preferve our honour, as well 
as for us to inquire into the flate of our ports, 
that fuch defence may be made that the king- 
dom be not any way hurt, nor we accufed of 
neglect by the country. This realm has been 
long in its flower; and you know that what is in 
flower has greater need of attention than if in 
fruit. We muft therfefore act as if it was in flow- 
er; for, fince thefe laft fixty years, thofe knighta^ 
and fquires who have gone out of it have acquire 
ed more renown than any others of ^hat na- 
tion foever. Let us exert ourfelves that our 
honour be preferved untamifhed as long as we 
live.* 

This fpeech of the earl of Saliibury was atten- 
tively liftened to ; and the lords faid, it wouldtie 
right to follow his advice. 1 will not longer dwell 
4& what was ; debated at this meeting, for I do 



not pretend to know every tiling; but I do know, 
that after proper care had been taken, as I have 
already noticed, for the defence of Calais, all 
the coaft of England, where it was thought the 
French would land, was well guarded. 

The earl of Salifbury, becaufe his eftate was ia 
the iile of Wight, which lies oppofite to the 
country of Caux in Normandy, was ordered 
thither to guard and defend it with the men at 
arms and archers of that country. The earl of 
Devonfliire was fent to Southampton with two 
hundred men at arms and iix hundred archers, 
to guard that haven. The earl of Northumber- 
land to the port of Rye, with the fame number 
of men at arms and archers. The earl of Cam- 
bridge was fent to Dover with five hundred men 
at arms and twelve hundred archers. His bro- 
ther, the earl of Buckingham, to Sandwich, with 
Iix hundred men at arms and twelve hundred 
archers. The earls of Stafford and Pembroketo 
Orwell, with five hundred men at arms and twelve 
hundred archers. Sir Henry and fir Faiilx Percy 
to Yarmouth, with three hundred men at arms 
and fix hundred archers. Sir Simon Burley wa« 
appointed governor of Dover caftle only. ' 

Every port and harbour from the Humber to 
Cornwall was well provided with menatannsand 
archers, and watchmen were pofted on all the 
hills near the fea-coafls oppofite to France and 
Flanders. The manner of pofi:ing thefe watchers 
was as follows: they had large Gafcony ca/ks 
filled with faml, which they placed one on the 
other, rifing like columns: on thefe were planks, 
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^here the watdlimen remamed night and day ofi 
the look-out. They were ordered, the moment 
they fhould obferve the fleet of France fleering 
towards land, to Irght torches and make great 
iires on the hills to alarm the couiltry^ and the! 
GM-ces within sight of thefe fires were to hafien 
thither. It ha4 been refolved to allow the king! 
of France to land^ and even* to remain unmoleft- 
ed for three or four days : they were fwfl to at- 
tack .the fleet, and deftroy it and all thdr ftores, 
and then to advaace on the king of France, not 
tp combat him immediately, but to barrafs hi$ 
army, fo that they might be difabled and afraid 
to forage ; for the corn countries were all to be 
burnt, and England at beft is a difficult £3raging 
country; by which plan they would be flarved 
and easily deflroyed. 

Such was the plan laid down by the council of 
England. Colchefler bridge was ordered td be 
broken down, for a deep river runs under it, 
which flows through EfTex, and &1U into the 
Thames, opposite the if land of Shepey. The 
Londoners would puU this bridge xlown for 4;he' 
greater fecurity of their town. : 

If the taxes were burdenfoflajs on towtis and 
perfbns in Frante,. I mnfl fay th^y were notmuch 
lighter in England^ and the country faffered.froih 
thema long tiiaiie afterwards; bnt they we^re paid, 
cheerfully that they might be more effiadually: 
guarded. There werq at this time teti thouiand 
n^en at arms and oni Hundred %houfietnd archers 
in England, althougfajlihe.dukeof Lancafler had 
1^ fo large a force ito Cafiille. . ^^ 

I will 
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' I will now fpeak a little of this duke, and of 
the interview between him and the king of Por- 
tugal, aqd then return to England, for the mat- 
ter preffes, and I wifli to fpeak of each and of 
tbeir refpective tranfactions. 



CHAP. IX. 

• ■ . 

THE KING OF PORTUGAL, WHEN INFORMED OF 
THE DUKE OF LANCASTER'S ARRIVAL AT SANT 
. JAGO, WRITES HIM FRIENDLY LETTERS.— THE 
KING OF CASTILLE DEMANDS SUCCOURS FROM 
FRANCE.— THE TOWN OF ROUELLES IN GALiaA 
TAKEN BY THE ENGLISH. 

» 

YOU have before heard of the arrival of the 
duke of Lancafter with a large army at 
Corunna; how that city, but not the caftle, had 
furrendered to him on terms, similar to thofe 
"^hich were impofedon the other towns in Caflille, 
h^ which means the pity was neither attacked nor 
hurt; you h^vealfo heard how he and his family 
h!ad taken pofTeflion ofSaht Jago de Compoftella,. 
\^^e hje ^tended to reside, until he (hould have 
f^ime intelligence from the king of Portugal. Don 
Jphi), as foon as he knew the duke to be at St. ; 
J^gQ, w^ much rejoiced, thinking, that ^wheji 
united, they could carry on an advantageous war , 
^^inft Caftill^. H^^pr^ered the. moft friejidly. 

lette»^ 
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' letters to be written to the dake and duchefs^ and 
to be forwarded inftmitly by fpecial meffengers. 
The receipt of fuch letters gave much pleafure to 
the duke and duchefs ; for they had great de* 
pendance on the king of Portugal, and knew that 
without his aid, they would never be enabled to 
do any thing effectual againft Caftille. They, 
therefore, made rich prefents to the meifengers, 
and returned the warmeft anfwers. The duke> 
in hts anfwer, gave the king to underftand, that 
he (hould have much pleafure if an interview 
took place between them, as he wanted to have 
ibme conferences vnih him* 

While all thefe marks of aflFection were reci- 
procally tenderai ^nd received between the king 
of Portugal and the duke of Lancafter, the king 
of Caftille was ftrengthening himfelf by every 
means in his power. He frequently ftated his 
fituation to the court of France, and was urgent 
4n his demands for afliftance to defend his realm ; 
ibr he expected, when the feafon would allow^ 
that there would be ^ vigorous war made on him, 
as the king of Portugal and the duke of Lancafter 
would then form a junction, and^vould be in fuch 
force as would overrun all Caftille, unlefs he could' 
raife an army to oppofe t)iem^ 

The king of France and his council, in tlyifft 
anfwer, deiired the king of Caftille not to be 
uneafy^ for, before the month of January was 
pafied, they would give the Englifh fo much to 
do at home, as to prevent them from knowing 
wbict^way totumtbem£slv^l that when England 

ihould 



ftiould be completely dcftroyed, they would 
come to his aid by fea, through Galicia or 
Portugal ; and if their enemies ftill remained in 
that country, they would drive them out of it 
in a handfome manner, and within the year 
put an end to all thefe wars. 

The king of Caftille contented himfelf with 
■ this anfwer as well as he could: indeed, he could 
not help himfelf; for none came to him from 
trance, excepting thofe who had defended the 
caflle of Corunna, All knights and fquires, 
however great their diftance in the kingdom, 
haftened to Paris, Lille and Douay : and the 
whole of that country, to the extent of four- 
teen leagues, was filled with men at arms and 
their followers. The multitudes were fo great, 
that thofe who fuperintended the ihipping, not- 
wLthftandiiig the number of veflels, declared 
they could not be all tranfported at once, by at 
leaft forty thoufand men. 

It was ordered, that no one was to be receiv- 
ed on board the tranfports but true men at 
arms : and no knight was to have more than one 
varlet, nor any great baron more than two 
fquires. No horfes were to be embarked but 
thofe of the principal lords ; and this was fo 
ftrictly obferved at Sluys that the names of none 
were written down for the paflage, nor received 
on board, but good men at arms. There was 
fuch a rafcally crew in Flanders, in the coun- 
try of Tournay, and in the caftlewicks of Lille, 
Douay and Artois, that they devoured and 
plundered every thing to the great lofit of the 
Vol, VIII, E -^Q^t 
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poor inhabitants, on whom they lived, though 
they dare not complain for' fear of their lires* 
They were more deftructive than the Englifh 
would have been if quartered in that country^ 
The king of France and his lords had many 
fears; for, fhould they leave thefe fcoundrels 
behind, they would unite and mailer the coun- 
try; and this would have happened, had the 
invaiion taken place, and been unfucceisful. . 

During the refidence of the duke and duche& 
of Lancafter at St. Jago, feveral of their knights 
and fquires made excurfions into the country^ 
and fupportec^ themfelves in the beft manner ift. 
which they were able, on whatever they Could 
find. It fell out, that fir Thomas Moreaux, 
marlhal of the army, in company with fir Mau- 
^ brun de Linieres, fir John d'Ambreticourt, 
Thierry and William de Soumain, and ab^ut 
two hundred fpears and five hundred archers, 
when in Galicia, came before the town of 
Rouelleir, feven leagues from Sant Jago.* He 
had heard that the townfinen would not acknow- 
ledge the duke of Lancafter for king; and h^d 
flaln his foragers, who, on their return, had 
•. paffed by their barriers. They had ruined their 
roads fo mucli, that the only tolerable one was 
clofe to the town ; and, when they found a good 
opportunity, they rufiied out, and, like thieves 
as they were, murdered all pafiers, . whether fo- 
ragers or not. Complaints had been made of 
their conduct to themarlbal, who was determin- 
ed t© apply a remedy, that being a part^of his 
official duty. ^ He and his companions dU*- 

mounted. 
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mounted, when near the town. The watch had 
before fisunded his horn, which bad prepared 
tlie inliabitants, and they had clofed the gates 
and monnted the battlements; for it would not 
have fared well to any who had remained with- 
out the wall. 

Themarilial, feeing from their appearance it 
mnft be afiaulted, and having mufed a while, 
faid to fir John d'Ambreticourt and Thierry de 
Soumain, — ' Mount your horfes, and ride round 
the town to fee where we may the beft make our 
a(rault,and with theleaftlofs of ourmen.' Hav- 
ing monnted their horfes, they foon rode round 
the place, for it was of no great circuit, and 
carefully examined every part of it. On their 
■ return to the marflial, who was waiting for 
them, they faid, — ' Sir, this town has but two 
gates : you are at one, and the other is directly 
oppofiie: thefe are the two places which feem 
to us eafieft of attack ; for the ditches round the 
town are deep, difficult of defcent and afcent, 
on account of thorns and brambles,' 

' I believe you are right,' replied the mar- 
flial : ' I will remain here with a part of our 
men, and you, Maubrun, (hall take the other and 
commence the attack. I know not what may 
be the event, but I with joy fee thofe fellows, 
who, from their battlements, obferve all we are 
doing. Look at them, they are as fulky-look- 
ing as monkies eating pears, which children 
want to take from them.' His companions 
burli out a laughing at thisexpreffion, and cafl;- 
jng up their eyes to fee the villains, (which, tiae'^ 

£2 \\»a. 
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had not before thought of) went away with Mau*' 
brun and his pennon*^ They were abotit one 
hundred lances and three hundred archers, who 
advanced flowly to the oppofiie gate and halted. 

Attacks were made on both gates with great 
gallantry ; but the men of Rouelles, from their 
battlements, defended themfelves with ftones and 
darts, fo that the archers and crofs-bow men 
were unable to act with fuccefs, and many were 
feverely wounded. However, as the barriers 
were defencelefs, for all had retired within the 
walls, the Englifh deflxoyed the palifades and 
advanced up to the gates. They battered them 
fo as to make them (bake again ; but the inhar 
bitants, aware of the mifchief which might 
enfue from their gates being forced, came down 
frohi the battlements, and placed againft them 
faggots and large beams of wood. Women and 
others brought earth and ftones, with which 
they filled cafks, and thefethey arranged againft 
the gates, doling up the whole of the entrances. 
While this was going on, others on the battle- 
ments, over the gateways, threw down: large 
ftones and bars of iron, fo that . none, dq.redven* 
tute too near, for fear of thefe things which 
killed whoever they hit. Thus did thefe peay 
faits: hold out their town againft the Englifh, 
who fuffered indeed no lofs until night ; but 
they were forced to retreat to a deferted village, 
a long league diftant, to feek for lodgings, 
where they remained mitil the morrow. , 

The. fpies fent after them brought back wprd 
that they had taken up ^heir quarters at the vil- 

lage 
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lage of Lyrias, but it feemed as if they would, on 
the next day^ renew the attack. The townfm^n, 
on hearing this, faid among themfelves; *The 
fhorteft follies are the beft: we can never be 
blamed for furrendering to the duke of Lancas- 
ter or to his marflial, having, ourfelves, held 
out one whole day againft them, without advice 
or afiiftance from any gentleman whatever. 
This we cannot long perfift in, and, having be- 
gun the attack, the enemy will, of courfe, re- 
new it, fince they know the way. It will, there- 
fore, be better to furrender before they begin an 
aflault; for, if we be taken by ftorm, we (hall 
lofe our lives as well as our money.' 

All agreed to this : and it was determined that, 
if , the Englifli returned on the morrow, they 
would go out to meet them, and furrender the 
town on having their lives and properties fpared. 
In truth, the Englifli made their appearance 
Ihortly after fun -rife, frefli and eager to renew 
tlie attack. When they were obferved, four pf 
the principal townfmeii were fent out to con* 
'dude a treaty. 

As the marflial advanced under his pennon, 
calling his eyes around, he perceived thefe four 
men, and faid ; ^ I believe there are fome from 
Rouelles, who want to parley with us : make 
them come forward.' This was done; and when 
they were near the marflial, they caft themfelves 
on their knees, and faid, ' My lord, the inhabi- 
tants of Rouelles have fent us to parley with 
you 5 will you hear us V ' Yes,' replied the mar- 
flial; what have you to fay ?' * My lord, we coit 
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to offer the furrender of our town, if you will 
tcike us and all we poffefs under your protection ; 
and we will acknowledge the duke and duchefs 
of Lancailer for our fovereigns, in like man- 
ner as thofc of Corunna and Sant Jago have 
done/ 

* I will take you, and all that belongs to you, 
imder my protection,' aufwered the marflial i 

* but I will not enfure your provifions, for men 
at arnis - muft live.* The deputies faid, that, 

* that was reafonabU ; and the country abound- 
ed in provifions of all forts ; but wait here a 
moment, that we may return to the town and 
relate what you have faid, for we will keep thie 
agreement, and we trull you will do the fame/ 

* Yes, on my faith will I,' replied fir Thomas; 

* but make hafl;e back.' Upon this the four 
men returned to the town, to relate how fir 
Thomas had agreed to accept their terms, ex- 
cept In the article of provifions. They faid, 

* God grant it may be fo ; for you have fucceed- 
ed better than we expected.' They theti difen- 
cumbered the gate of the cafks, beams and fag- 
gots, and opening it wide, advanced to the bar- 
riers \nth the keys in their hands. When the 
marfiial approached, he and his companions 
difmounted ; and the townfmen on their knees, 
prefenting the keys, faid, — ^ My lord, you are 
fent hither, we learn, by the duke and duchefs 
of Lancafl;er : we therefore offer you the keys, 
and furrender our town, as agreed on between 
you and our men.' * Upon thefe terms I accept 
the keys,' replied tlie marihal; and he and his 

men 
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men entered the town, where they quartered 
themfelves here and there, in the baft manner 
they could. Sir Thomas Moreaux remained '. 
there the whole day. On the mori^j^ before • * 
his departure, he faid to fir Thomas ^taubriin, 
de Linieres, — * I give this town up to you and 
your men : you will make a good garrifon of it.* 
* By St. George, and fo I will,* replied fir Man*. •^ 
bnin; ^ for I like it well.' 

Sir Maubrun de Linieres remained in garrifon 
inRouelles, haviiig under him fixty fpears and -. - 
ene hundred archers. Sjr Thomas Moreaqx re- 
turned to the duke and duchefsat Santiago. 
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CHAP. X. 

THE MARSHAL OF THE DUKE OF LANCASTER'S 
- ARMY ATTACKS AND GAINS BY TREATY THE 
TOWN OF VILLECLOPE IN GALICIA.— ^THE 
DVK£ SENDS AMBASSADORS TO THE KING OF 
PORTUGAL TO ARRANGE AN INTERVIEW BE- 
TWEEN THEM. 

SHORTLY after the marshal*s return from 
Ebuelles, he affembled a body of about 
three hundred fpears and fix hundred archers, 
and, thus accompanied, advanced into Galicia 
. along day's journey from Sant Jago, and came 
before a town called Viileclope, which was only 
defended by the common people of the place. 
The marshal not only examined it himfelf but 
made his companions do fo, and then aiked if 
they thought it might be taken by ilorm. Aft< ' 
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to offer the furrender of our town, if you will 
take UB and all we poflefs under your protection ; 
and we will acknowledge the duke and duchefs 
of Lancailer for our fovereigns, in like man- 
ner as thofc of Corunna and Sant Jago have 
done/ 

* I will take you, and all that belongs to you, 
tmder my protection,' apfwered the marflial i 

* but I will not enfure your provifions, for men 
at arais^-muft live.* The deputies faid, that, 

* that was reafonable ; and the country abound- 
ed in provifions of all forts ; but wait here u 
moment, that we may return to the town and 
relate what you have faid, for we will keep the 
agreement, and we trufl you will do the fame/ 

* Yes, on my faith will I,' replied fir Thomas; 
' but make hafle back/ Upon this the four 
men returned to the town, to relate how iir 
Thomas had agreed to accept their terms, ex- 
cept In the article of provifions. They faid,^ 

* God grant it may be fo ; for you have fucceed- 
ed better than we expected/ They then difeii- 
cumbered the gate of the cafks, beams and fag- 
gots, and opening it wide, advanced to the bar- 
riers vilth the keys in their hands. When the 
marfhal approached, he and his companions 
difmounted ; and the townfmen on their knees, 
prefenting the keys, faid, — ^ My lord, you are 
fent hither, we learn, by the duke and duchefs 
of Lancafter : we therefore offer you the keys, 
and furrender our town, as agreed' on between 
you and our men/ * Upon thefe terms I accept 
the keys,' replied tlie marfhals and he. and his 

men 
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men entered the town, where they quartered 
themfelves here and there, in t?he baft manneir 
they could. Sir Thomas Moreaux remained '. 
there the whole day. On the mori^j^ before • * 
his departure, he faid to fir Thomas ^taubruUi 
de Linieres, — * I give this town up to you and 
your men : you will make a good garrifon of it.* 
* By St. George, and fo I will,* replied fir Mau*. '•^' 
brun; ^ for I like it well.' 

Sir Maubrun de Linieres remained in garrifon 
in Rouelles, haviijg under him fixty fpears ' and - - 
one hundred archers. Sjr Thomas Moreaqx re- 
turned to the duke and duchefsat Santiago. 



CHAP. X. 

THE MARSHAL OF THE DUKE OF LANCASTER'S 
. ARMY ATTACKS AND GAINS BY TREATY THE 
TOWN OF VILU:CLOPE IN GALICIA. — THE 
DUKE SENDS AMBASSADORS TO THE KING OF ' 
PORTUGAL TO ARRANGE AN INTERVIEW BE- 
TWEEN THEM. 

SHORTLY after the marshal^s return from 
Rouelles, he affembled a body of about 
three hundred fpears and fix hundred archers, 
and, thus accompanied, advanced into Galicia 
a long day's journey from Sant Jago, and came 
before a town called Villeclope, which was only 
defended by the common people of the . place. 
The marshal not only examined it himfelf but 
made his companions do fo, and then afked if 
they thought it might be taken by ftorm. ASiet 
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*- but you will not come off to cheaply, fot you 
hskve given us much trouble, and wounded our 
men. You fee plainly you cannot hold out 
longer, and you mufl purchafe your peace from 
us, or we return to the attack and take your 
town by ftorm.* * And what is the fungi you ex-* 
pect for our ranfom ?! * In God's name,' laid 
themarihal, * ten thoufand francs/ *You aik 
too much,' replied the bailiff: * I offer you two 
thoufand, for the town is poor, and has been 
heavily taxed.' * I will not accept your offer,' 
faid the marflial ; ^ but take time to confider of 
it, and do not let the place be loft for three or 
four thoufand francs, for all muft be ours. I 
am already blamed by my companions fiwr hav- 
ing entered into any treaty with you : therefore 
make haile, and either pay a handfome ranfom 
or take the confequences.' 

The bailiff returned to the town, and, calling 
the inhabitants together^ faid, ' What will you 
do ? If vou fuffer the En«:li{h to renew the at- 
tack, they will florm the town, put us all to 
death, and plunder our wealth. They demand 
ten thoufand francs, and I have offered two, 
which I know is too little, and they will never 
take them : we muft increafe our offer-two or 
three thoufand more. 

Some who were much alarmed for their lives 
and fortunes faid, — ^Bailiff, do not fail making^ 
a bargain with them ; for, fooner than they fhall 
renew the affault, we Avill give four thoufand 
francs.' * It is well faid,' anfwered the bailiff. 



' and I will again treat with them..' 
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On this^ the bailiff came again to the marfliali 
who was waiting for him ; and a ranfpm was n 
agreed on which, if I recollect, was fix thou* 
,faad francs. The gates were thrown open to 
the army, who quartered themfelves in the town / 
anid reffeftied themfelves there two days. 

The marflial gave the place as a garrifon t^ 
fir Evan Fitzwarren, who had under him two 
hundred men at arms and four hundred archers ; 
he held the place upwards of eight months : but 
the ranibmrmoney went to the duke of Lancas- 
|;er, the marihal retaining one thoufand francs. 

j^fter this furrender of Villeclope, the marihal 
returned to Sant Jago, which w^s his head-quar- 
ters, for the duke was defirous of having him 
near his perfon. At times, he marched to the 
borders of Caftille, to alarm the French; but in 
general the Englifh did not quit Galicia, whither 
the king of Cafi^ille fent none to oppofe them ; 
for he was advifed not to attack them with a 
large army, but to harrafs them from his garri- 
fons, and to wait for fuccours from France. 

The duke's couiifellors faid to him as follows : 
f My lord, it is neceffarylhat you and thinking 
of Portugal fliould have an interview to coipfer 
together. You write to each other, but that is 
. not enough ; for . the French are a fubtle race, 
and fee farther into affairs than moil other na- 
tions. Should Ihey, underhand, make a peace 
betvi^een the king of Portugal and the king of 
Caftille, who has at his court, as we have been 
informed, feveral of the great barons of Portu- 
gal, either by a marriage or otherwife,. fo as to 



60 ' 

prevent 3^ou from having any afliftance froifi 
him, what would become of you ? You would 
foe in a much worfe condition than ever in this 
country, and the Caftillians would not care anjr 
thing for us, for you know they are the falfeft 
and moft gloomy people in the world. Do yort 
imagine the king of Portugal has not thoroughly 
examined ewry thing that concerns him ? and 
if the king of .Caftille would agree to a peace, 
allowing him for his life to reign in Portugal, 
;and himfelf to be unmolefted in Caftille, we 
doubt not but he would turn his back on yoUy 
notwithftanding he has been fo pressing to bring 
you hither. Thus will you be completely ru* 
ined. You are well acquainted with the prefent 
ilate of England, that it has enough to do to 
make head againft its old enemies the French 
and Scots. Make the moft, therefore, of the 
men you now have, and pu(h on the war vigo- 
roufly ; for, if you expect any reinforcements 
from England, you will be difappointed. You 
were two years in obtaining what you now have, 
and the king, your nephew, does not feel for 
th^ ititerefts which made you quit the country. 
He is young, and confides in young counfellors, 
which has thrown England into much peril. 
Have an interview, therefore, with the king of 
Portugal as fpeedily as may be, and taljc to him 
yourfelf; for you will gain more in one conver- 
fation than by four months writing.' 

The duke of Lancafter treafured up thefe 
words; for he knew they were the truth, and 
that thcv had loyally advifed him. He airfwer- 

ed 
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etl, ' What would you have me do?" We with 
you would fend five or fix of your knights to 
the king of Portugal, and we advife that a baron, 
at lead, be of the number, to remonftrate with 
him on pubhc affairs ; and let it' be fuggefted 
that you are very anxious to liave feme perfona! 
conferences with liim, Thofe whom you feud 
will, of courfe, act with prudence; but, by all * 
means, let them prefa for an immediate inter- 
view.' The duke confented to this propofal; 
and the lord Poinings, a great baron in Eng- 
land, fir John Bancel*, fir Jolm d 'Am bieti court, 
and fir John Sounder, baftard-brother to the 
couftable of the army» were ordered to go to 
Portugal. 

Thefe lords made themfelves ready, to fet out 
from Sant Jago with one hundred fpears and two 
hundred archers ; but Juft as they were on the 
point of departure, having received their cre- 
dential letters, tliere arrived from Portugal a 
knight and fquire, attended by twelve Jances. 
The knight's name was Vafco Martin d'Acunha, 
and the fquire Fernando Martin de Merlo : they 
were both of the king's houfehold, and the 
neareft about his perfon. They were comfoit- 
ablylodged in Sant Jago, and prefented to the 
duke and duchefs, by each of whom they were 
moft graciouliy received. They delivered their 
letters to their graces, which being read, they 
found, that in addition to the ftroiig exprefiions 
of friendfhip and affectiou, the uing of Ptirtu- 
gal had fent two handfome ambling white mules, 
which gave them much pleafure. The Englifli 
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€fmbafly wM not for this laid afide 5 it was only 
retarded four days. On the fifth day they fet 
out> accompanied by the Portuguefe^ and the 
duke^ as a token of friendfhip^ fent the king of 
Portugal tw<5 fuch beautiful pilgrim-falcons as 
had never been feen^ and fix Englifh greyhound^^ 
excellently trained for hunting all forts of b^afts* 
' The Englifh and Portuguefe continued their 
journey through Galicia^ without fear of the 
CaftiUians, for they were at too great a diilance. 
On the road fir John d'Ambreticourt and Ferdi- 
Hand de Merlo commenced an aqquaintance ; for 
the fquire had>^ in former times^ ferred with fir 
Euftace d'Ambreticourt, fir John's uncle, wid 
had even been with him when he died in Ga^ 
rentan. They continued in converiation until 
they arrived at the gate of Coimbra, where the 
king of Portugal refided. 

As they were riding gently together, behind 
the reft of their company, they met a herald and 
his fervant from Goimbra, on the road to jth^f 
duke and his lords at Sant J ago. He was at- 
tached to the king of Portugal, who, at the time 
of his coronation, had given him the name a[ 
Coinibra. The herald had already converfed 
with the lords who were advanced; and when 
don F^dinand faw him, he faid ; * Here comes 
the king's herald^ who has not been long in this 
country: I will inquire fome news from him/ 
When they met, the fquire faid, — * Where have 
you been for this- year past, that I have Wt 
feea you ?' *In God's name,* replied the tte- 
raid, ^ I have been in England to the king^ and 
2u3. oiicle^, who have niade me vCTy" rtetn-^l 
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w^nt thence by fea to Brittany, and was pre* 
fent at the marriage of the duke, and at the 
grand feasts he gave two months in the towa 
of Nantes, on his union with the lady Jane of 
Navarre*. From thence I retuirned to Guerr 
rande, and by fea to Portugal,' ^ \ 

While he was thus fpeaking, the fquire kept 
his eyes fixed on an enamelled fcuicheon that 
hung on the herald's breast, on which were emr 
blazoned the arms- of the king of Portugal and 
other knights. Pointing . with his finger to a coat 
of arms, he faid,-r--* Ah, here are the arms of a 
gallant knight of Portugal, fir John Portelet> 
which I am happy to fee ; for he is a vali^at 
knight, and was once of great fervice to me, 
which I ought always to remember.' When, 
taking out of his purfe four florins, he gave 
them to the herald, who returned him thanks. 
Sir' John d'Ambreticoiirt examined the fcut- 
cheon, and remembering the. arms, told me 
fome time afterward, that the arms were t^ro 
chaudieres fables > on afield ?trgent, witharieh- 
denture gules. 

When the herald had taken his leave and 
departed, the fquire thus fpoke ; * Sir John, you 
noticed thofe fable chaudieres, which the knight , 
to whom I am fo much indebted, bore in his 
arms.' * Yes, I did,' replied .Sir John: * but 
tell me the caufe why you praife him fo much : 
I (hall willingly listen to you ; for, as, we ride 
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of England, by her marriage with Henry IV. ■ " "^ 



64 , 

on, we fhall be at a lofs fpr converfation.' * That 
I will do/ replied he; * for fuch a knight is 
w^orth talking of/ 

* A little before the battle of Aljubarota, as 
the king of Portugal was marching through the 
country from Coimbra, he fent me to feek fome 
of his knights, that they might be preferit at 
the engagement, I therefore rode off, attended 
only by a fingle page. In my way, I fell in 
with twenty Gafcon lances, and I was fuddenly 
in the midst before I perceived them^ when I 
was made prifoner, and afked whither I was go- 
ing. I faid, * To the castle du Roht*/ *What 
to do there ?* * To feek fir John Fernando Por- 
telet ; for the king wiffies for his company at 
-Aljubarota/ What ! is not don Fernando, go- 
ternor of Ront, with your king of Portugal?* 
* No,' I replied, * he is not ; but he will hasten 
thither the moment he hears my mgffage/ * In 
God's name,* faid they, * he fhall hear it ; for 
we will ride thither/ On faying this, they 
turned about, and took the ro^d to Ront. When 
they were within fight, the watch on the bat* 
tlements founded his horn, as a fignal for the 
appearance of an enemy. 

' • Don Fernando afked, from what quarter they 
were coming ? * Froin the fide of Oportq,' re- 
plied the watch. * Ah, ah,* faid he, * they must 
be Castillians fcekjing adventures, and on their 
,road to Sanlaren/, I will go and look at them ; 
for they may possibly tell me fome news, and 
u here the king is.' Having ordered his horfeto 

* Caftle du Ront. Q. if oot Qurem. 

be 
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b^ fakidled, ^nd his petmto to be unfutfted, h* 
fet ofl' oii a gallop, with 6itfy nineteen ignore, t6 
n*eet- the eAemy, who had forifted an dfmbuf- 
cade. 

*The CaftiUian painty had fent 0ti6 of f heir 
Aien to fcour ovei' the pfetift, monnted on a 
genel!, which being perceived by don Fertfando, 
he feid to a fqliire, * Gallop thy genet, and fee 
>yho that fellow is prtincingon the plain/ Thi 
fquire,' flicking fpnrs i*to his horfe, foon Came 
-ap ' with^ ihe horfertf atf, who fiiffered himfelf 
nearly to be overtaken; for his ordtei»s were to 
rettwrn infiaMljy to the ambofcade, if followed 
by any one. When they were hard by, the 
trhole party fallied forth and purfued the fquiVe, 
who, being well mounted, had turned ba6lc. 
In the chafe, they ftiottted *€ailille!* which 
convinced don Fernando, who had halted under 
his pennon, to wait for his fquire, whom they 
were clofely purfuing, that they were eneftiies;' 
and he faid,— * I am noW furie they muii be 
CafliUians : let us fhotit ^Portugal!' for lain, 
refolved to meet them/ 

'At thefe wordfe he grafped his fpear, and 
came on full fpeed up to them. The firft whom 
he met he flruck to the ground, and the fecond 
0iared the fame fate. Of the twenty-fire fpears, 
ten were already lying on the ground : the re- 
mainder took to flight; and of them feveral 
Avere likewife flain or wounded. All this I wit- 
iieffed with great pleafure : for I faw in it my 
deliverance, and, in a few minutes, was left 
alone. I- then advanced towards don Fernando, 

Vol. VIII. F >n\\o. 
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who, on feeing me, recollected me ; for I hud 
been formerly acquainted with him, and aiked- 
(torn whence I came, and what I was doings 
there : I then related to him my adventure, and 
how the Spaniards had taken me. ^ And where 
is the king ? Do you know nothing about him?* 
* On my troth, fir, to-morrow he will give bat- 
tie to the king of Caftille; and I was fent to tell 
this to such knights as w^ere ignorant of it/ 
' To-morrow !' faid don Fernando. * Yes, on 
my faith ; and, if you doubt me, aik thefe Caf- 
tillians whom you have taken. 

* He went to his prifoncrs, and inquired from 
them if there were certainly to be a battle on the 
morrow. They faid, that in truth there would 
be a general engagement on the morrow be- 
tween Castille and Portugal, and that each fide' 
was making every exertion. The knight* was 
well pleafed at this intelligence, infomuch that 
he faid to them, ' For the good news you have 
told me, I give you all your liberties, but fur- 
render to me my countryman.' Thus did I re- 
gain my freedom ; and, don Fernando having 
taken leave of thofe who captured me, they 
went their way. We returned to Ourem, where 
the knight made himfelf ready, and fet off to- 
gether about midnight. The distance from 
Ourem to Aljubarota maybe about fix leagues : 
but, to avoid the Castillians and their parties, . 
we lengthened our road. We heard, long be- 
fore we faw the armies drawn up, that there was 
to be a battle; and, when we approached, we 
law the king of Portugal in array and the king . 

of 



67 
of Caftille oppofiteto him. At firft, the knight 
could not distinguifli the Portugiiefe from the 
Caftillians, but faid, ' I {hould imagine tha 
largeft army muft be that of Caftille. We rode 
fo near that we plainly diftlnguilhed the enemy 
drawn up in battle array: fome put tliemfelves 
in motion, in purfuit of us : but 1 fancy they 
were foreigners, from Gafcony. Doii Fernando, 
obferving them, faid, ' Here are our enemies: 
let us hasten away.' The enemy advanced full 
gallop, fliouting, ' Castille, Castille!' but our 
men, feeing our Gtuation, came to our aflist- 
ance: the main body, however, did not take 
any step in confequence. 

'The king received don Fernando with great 
joy, and he way posted at the bridle of the king's 
horfe, for he was one of our bravest knights. I 
feel myself under the greatest obligation to him 
for having delivered me from the hands of mine 
enemies; otherwife I should not have been pre- 
fent at this famous battle of Aljubarota. Now, 
did he not do me a great fervice p' ' On my 
faith, that he did,' replied fir John; ' and, from 
what you have faid, he must be well acquainted 
with his buCuefs.' 'Aye, that he is,' anfwered 
the fquire. Upon this, they rode on a little 
faster to overtake their companions; and th?y 
all arrived that night at Coimbra. 
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CHAP. XI. 

THE JXJKE OF LANCASTER HA& AN INTERVIEW 
WITH THE KING OF PORTUGAL, — ^A MARRIAGE 
IS- AGREEi) UPON BETWEEN THE KING AND 
THE LADY PHILIPPA, DAUGHTER OF THE 
DUKE. 

nPHE king of Portugal was well pleafed at 
* the arrival of the English knights, and 
commanded that they should be comfortably 
Jpdged. When they were ready, don Martin 
d*Acunha and don Fernando Martin de Merlo, 
who were acquainted with the king's habits, in- 
troduced them to him. He received them very 
gracioufly 3 and after fome converfation,' which 
they knew well how to keep up, they prefented 
the fatcons and greyhounds. The king cheer- 
fully accepted them, as he was fond of the 
chafe. They returned the king thanks, on the 
part of the duke and duchefs of Lancafter, for 
die handfome mules he had given them. The 
king replied, thefe were trifles, merely tokens 
of aflfectioni fuch as lords defirous of miatintain. 
ing love and friendfliip ought to make each 
other ; but he ffaould foon offer more fplendicf 
prefents. Wine and fpices were now brought, 
of which the Englifti knights having partaken, 
they took leave of the king and returned to their 
lodgings, where they fupped. On the morrpw, 
they dined at the palace, and the lord Poinings 
I aiid fir John Bancel wete feated at the king's 

table. 
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table. Sir John d'Ambretieoutt and fir J^U 
Sounder were at another table with the great 
barons of the kingdom^ among whom was LaWr 
rence Fongaffe, fquire of honour to the king, 
who was well known to thefe knights, having 
been acquainted with them in England; on 
which account he made them the beft cheer in 
his power, and this he knew well how to do. 

The dinner the king of Portugd gave to 
thefe knights was very handfome and well 
ferved : when over, they adjourned to the coun- 
cil chamber, and the knights, addrefling them- 
felves to the king, the count d' Acunha and the 
count de Novaire, (poke as follows : * Sire, with 
all the compliments the duke of Lancafter has 
charged us to pay you, he ordered us to fay, 
that he is very defirous of having a peribnal in* 
terview with you.' The king replied, he was 
equally anxious for. it, and added, ^ I beg of 
you to hafien every thing as mucbi as poflibie^ 
that we may have a conference together.' ^ That 
will be very proper,' laid the barons of PortUt 
gal, ' for until you meet you will never under-r 
fland each other. You may then confer on the 
moft effectual means of carrying on the war 
againft the king of CaftiUe.' ^That is true/ 
anfwered the knights. * Be fpeedy about it^ 
then,' faid the king: * for, if the duke wiihes 
to fee me, I want alfo to fee him.' They ,then 
eatered on other qoiiverfation ; for the council 
was, to. determine w)iea and where this meet-^ 
ing fhould take place, and inform the English 
knights of it. This was done. It was agreed 
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th# king of Portugal should go to Oporto, and 
the duke of Lancaster advance along the borders 
of Galicia; and fomewhere between them and 
Oporto the meeting was to be held. 

When the English knights bad remained three 
days at Coimbra, they departed and followed 
the fame road back to Sant Jago, where they 
related to the duke and duchefs all that had 
pafled. They were, with reafon, well fatisfied 
with it, for their affairs feemed now likely to be 
attended to. 

When the day of meeting approached, the 
duke of Lancaster leflhis army, under the com- 
mand of his marshal, at Sant Jago, and, at- 
tended by three hundred fpears and fix hundred 
archers, and fir John Holland (who had mar^ 
ried. his eldefl; daughter), with many knights^ 
rode towards the frontiers of Portugal. 

The king of Portugal, hearing that the duke 
was fet out firom Sant Jago, left Oporto with 
fix hundred fpears, and went to a town called in • 
that country Moufon *, the last town of Por- 
tugal on that fide. The duke came to a town 
on the frontiers called Magaflef. Between 
Moufon and Magaffe runs a fmall river through 
meadows and fields, over which is a bridge 
called Pont de More J. 

On a Thurfday morning, the king of Portu- 
gal and the duke of Lancaster had their first 
interview at this bridge, attended by their ef- 
corts, when they made acquaintance with each 
— ■-,,--■ — .... — . — 

« Moufon. QL t Magaffe. Q. % Pont de More. tX. 
^' : other. 
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other. On the king of Portugal's fide had been 
buiJta hower, covered with leaves, in whiciithe 
duke was entertained at dinner by the king. It 
was a handfome one; and the bishop of Coim- 
bra, the bishop of Oporto, as alfo the arch- 
bishop of Braganza, were feated at the king's 
table witli the duke, and a little below him 
were lir John Holland and fir Henry Beaumont. 
There were many minstrels, and this enter- 
tainment lasted until night. 

The king of Portugal was that day clothed in 
white lined with crimfon, with a red crofs of 
St. George, being the drefs of the order of Avis, 
of which he was grandmaster*. When the 
people had elected him their king, he declared 
he would always wear that drefs in honour of 
God and St. George, and his attendants were 
ail drelTed in white and crimfon. When it he- 
came late, they took leave of each other, with 
the engagement of meeting again on the mor- 
row. The king went to Moufon, and the duke 
t6 Magalfe, which places were only feparated 
by the river and meadows. On the Friday, 
after hearing mafs, they mounted their horfes, 
and rode over the Pont de More, to the fpot 
■where they had met the preceding day. The 
houfe which had been erected for this occafion 
■was the faireft and greatcft that had been ever 
feen there. The king and duke had each their 
apartments hung with cloth and covered witli 



* FroilTuvt iniliakes tlie culour of ttie croft: 
uxA borne un ihe tf I't fide. 
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carpets as convenient as if the king had been 
at Lifbon or the duke in London. 

Before dinner, they had a conference on the 
Hate of their affairs, how they should carry on 
the war, and when they should commence it. 
•They refolved to order their marshals to con- 
tinue their attacks during the winter, which the 

• king was to pafs in Portugal^ and the duke at 
%mt Jagos and it was fettled that, early in 
March, they would unit^ their forces, and 
march to combat the king of Caftille wherever 

* ' he might be, and whoever he might have with 
him; for the Englifh and Portuguefe, when 
united, would be full thirty thoufand men. 

When this had been determined, the king's 
council introduced the fubject* of a marriage 
with their king; for the country was very defi- 
rous he would marry, as it was now time, and 
by it they would be much ftrengthened ; and 
they thought he could not make a better choice 
for himfelf, nor one more agreeable to them, 
than by intermarrying with the houfe of Lan- 
caller. The duke, who faw the attachment the 
king and the Portuguefe had for him, and that 
be had need of their affillance, as he was come 
from England to Portugal to regain his kingdom 
of Castille, replied with a fmile, addreffing the 
king ; * Sir king, I have at Sant Jago two girls, 
and I will give you the choice to take which of 
them fliall pleafe you beft. S^nd thither your 
council, and I will return her with them.' 
^ Many thanks,' faid the king : ' you offer . me 
more than I a(k. I will leave my coufin, Ca- 

iVvariue, 
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tharin^, of Cailille; but I demand your daugh- 
ter Philippa; in marriage, whom I will efpoufe 
and make my queen/ 

At thefe words, the conference broke up, as 
it was dinner-time. They were feated as on the 
preceding day, and moft fumptuoufly and plen- 
tifully ferved, accordingly to the cuftom of that 
country. After dinner, the king and duke re- 
turned to their lodgings. 

On the Saturday after mafs, they again 
mounted their horfes, and returned to Pont de 
More in grand array. The duke this day en- 
tertained at dinner the king and his attendants. 
His apartments were decorated with the richeft 
tapeftry, with his a,rms emblazoned on it, aiid 
as fplendidly ornamented as if he had been at 
Hertford, Leicefter, or at any of his manfions 
in England, which very much aftoniflied the 
Portuguefe. Three bifhops and one archbifhop 
were feated at the upper table ; the bifhops of 
Lilbon, of Oporto, of Coimbra, and archbishop 
of Braganza. The king of Portugal was placed 
at the middle, and the duke fomewhat below 
him: a little lower than the duke, the count 
d'Acunha and the count de Novairc. At thp 
head of the fecond table was the deputy grand- 
mailer of Avis : then the grandmafter of St. 
James, in Portugal, and the grandmafter of St. 
John, don Gallopes Portelet, don Fernando his 
fon, fir Alvarez d'Acunha, Vafco Martin 
d'Acunba, the Podich de Senede, Vafco Mar- 
tin de Merlo, all great barons. The abbot of 
Aljubarota, the abbot of Saint Mary, in Eftre- 
madoura, Hr Alvarez Pereira, matCl^sX o^ ^o\- 
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tugal, John Radighos Pereira, John James de 
Sylva, John Radighos de Sar, and many other 
Portuguefe knights were there feated ; for not 
one Engliihinan was at the table that day, but 
ferved their guests. There were numbers of 
minstrels, who played their parts well ; arid the 
duke gave them and the heralds one hundred 
nobles each. 

When this festival was ended, they took a 
most friendly leave of each other, until they 
should meet again. The king returned * to 
Oporto, and the duke to Magaffe, from whence 
he journeyed towards St. Jago. The count de 
Novaire efcorted him with one hundred Portu- 
guefe lances, until he was out of all danger, 
when he took leave and returned to Portugal. 

The duchefs was very impatient for the duke's 
return, to hear how the conferences had pafled ; 
of courfe, you may fuppofe, she received him 
withjoy* She asked what he thought of the 
king of Portugal. * On my faith,' replied Ihe 
duke, ^ he is an agreeable man, and has the ap- 
pearance of being a valiant one, and I think he 
will reign powerfully; for he is m\ich beloved 
by hi^s fubjects, who fay they have not been fo 
fortunate in a king for thefe hundred yeai's. He 
is but twenty-fix years old, and, like the Portu- 
guefe, strong, and well formed in his limbs and 
body to go through much labour and pain.' 
* Well, and what was done in regard to the . 
marriage ?' faid tiie duchefs. ' 1 have given 
him one of my daughtei-s.* * Which ?^ asked 
ihe duchefs. * I offered him the choice of Ca- 
tparine orPhih'ppa; for which Yve XYi^cvVeAisv^ 
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miicb, and has fixed on PUilippa.' ' He is ia 
the right,' faid the duchefs i ' for my daughter 
Catharine is too young for him.' 

The duke and duchefs pafled the time as well 
as they could: winter was approaching, though 
in Galicia the feverity of that feafon is fcarcely 
felt; for it is always there fo warm, that fome 
fruits are eatable even in March, and beans, 
peafe and grafs, are high and flourishing in Fe- 
bruary. Their hay-harvest is over before mid- 
fummer-day; and, by that time, their corn is, 
in feveral places, completely ripe. 



CHAP. XII. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER'S MARSHAL GAINS FOR 
HIM SEVERAL PLACES IN GALICIA. — THE CON- . 
DUCT OF THE KING OF CASTILLE. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the dnke of Lan- 
caster lived quietly at Sant Jago with his 
duchefs and children, it was not fo with bia 
army; for the commanders made frequent ex- 
curfions over the country, conquering towns 
and castles, of which, for a time, they held 
poflefllon. I M'ill faithfully narrate the manner 
in which they did this, and the names of the 
towns they gained ; for I was told all the parti- 
culars of the campaign by thofe English knights 
who had been actors in thefe conquests; but 
more particularly by that gallant knight of Por- 
tugal whom I have before mentioned, vj\vo,\t». 
the moat friendly manner, entered m\,o ?AV V\ve 
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details at Middleburghp in Zealand, where hb 
was, on his way to Pruffia. I have already toM. 
his na-me, but I will repeat it : he was called. 
John Fernando Portelet, who informed me as 
follows : — 

* When the duke of Lahcaster was returned 
to Sant Jago, from the frontiers of Portugal, 
fir Thomas Moreaux, the marfhal of his army, 
faid to him, that he was unwilling to remain in 
idlenefs ; and tliat, fince they were in an ene- 
.my's country, he would muke fome excurfions 
to conquer towns or castles, and employ the 
army, who were very anxious for it. 

* He gave his orders accordingly, and de- 
clared he would penetrate into Galicia farther 
than he had hitherto been, and would hot leave- 
town nor castle behind him, without their fub- 
mitting to the duke. He began his march from 
Sant Jago, with fix hundred lances and twelve 
hundred archers, and took the road to Ponte- , 
vedra, a good town of Galicia, which held out 
for the king of Castille. 

' The townfmen were well aware of the in- 
tended attack ^ for all the inhabitants of the flat 
countries fled before the English, to difil^rent. 
towns, to fave themfelves and fortunes. WheU; 
the marihal came before the plapCe, the inhabit 
tants were in deep confultation, whether to fur- 
render or to defend themfelves, but they were 
not unanimous. The lower forts of inhabitants 
wanted to furrender instantly: the bsijiliffj . (who, 
had been ordered thither by the king to guard 
and, defend it) with thofe who were the , richest, 
wifjied to hold outj foe, t\kdj[ {%i4^.ti^^^ an in- 



77 

stant ferretider would not redound ta their ho- 
ntmr norprofit. They were still in debate, when 
the watch founded his horn, to annouince the 
arrival o£ the English. This broke up the a(^ 
fembly ; and every one ran to the battlements^ 
armed' with stones, darts, javelins, with a full 
dettprmmation to defend the place, and not to 
fiirrender it until pushed to extremities. 

^ When the marshal and his companions ar- 
ri>'ed at Pontevedra, they difmounted and gav^ 
their horfes to their fervarits. They drew up 
their men for instantly attacking it. The arch- 
ersr were ranged around the walls with bows 
bent for shooting ; and men at arms, well armed 
and shielded, defcended into the ditch! On the 
marshars trumpet founding, the affault com- 
menced ^ and thofe who were in the ditch 
fcrambfed up to the walls, \\ath pick-axes and 
iron crows to batter them. 

•The townfmen showered down on them 
st^mes and flints, to tlieir great annoyance : ' 
they would have done more, if the archers had 
not made feich good ufe of their bows : few; 
after feme time, dared to shew themfelves on 
the bulwarks, for they killed and wounded many. 
The bailiff of the town was fo feverely struck 
by an arrow, which pierced his helmet and 
head, that he was forced to be carried to his 
houfe. The ill-intentioned, m the place, were 
not forry at this, becaufe he would not confent 
to a furrender. This accident, however, did 

not caufe the defence to be weakened ; on the 

i 

contrary, they were the more active ; and the 
attack continued until' night, -wheiv t\ve eweov^ 
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founded a retreat. Many were wounded on 
each fide. The English returned to their quar<* 
ters, fully determined to renew the attack, on 
the morrow^ and to gain the place by capitu- 
lation or storm. 

' Daring the nighty the inhabitants held a 
meeting, and faid; * We are mad^ thus to fuf- 
fer ourfelves to be killed and wounded for no- 
thing. Why do not we act like the other 
towns, which have furrendered? They have 
yielded themfelves up to the duke of Lancafter 
and the lady Confiance, daughter to king don 
Pedro, on condition that, if the rest of the 
towns in Spain acknowledge him for king, they 
will do the fame: in which they have acted 
wifely, for they have remained unmolested.' * In 
God's name,' laid others, * we wanted to do fo, 
but our bailiff perfuaded us to the contrary^ for 
which he has paid feverely; for there is* a g^eat 
. chance if he will ever recover from the wound 
in hj|s head.' ' Let us go,' faid fome, ^ and fpesik 
with him, and ask how we had beft act now ; 
for the Englifh will certainly return to-morrow, 
and conquer us by fair or foul means.' This 
propofition was adopted, and twelve^ of the 
principal townfmen went to the bailiflTs houfe, 
whofe name was, I believe, Dyontable du Lyou. 
They found him lying on a couch, his wound 
having been just dreffed; and, as it had fo lately 
happened, he did not fuffer much from it, and 
made good cheer to thofe among them whom he 
knew, and had come to fee him. He inquired 
how the attack had been carried on, and if they 
had well defended themfelves. 
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* They faid, — ' Tolerably well ; and, Aianks 
to God, no one, excepting himfelf, of any con- 
fequence, had been hurt ; but to-morrow will 
be the day, for we are affured we (ball be very 
hard puihed ; and fuch ignorant and fimple per- 
fons as ourfelves will never be able to withftand 
their attacks. We therefore come to you for 
advice how to act The Englifti menace u& 
greatly; and, fliould they win the place by 
Horm, they will put all to the fword^ and plun« 
der the town/ 

* In the name of God,' replied Dy on table da 
Lyon, *you can never be blamed for furrender- 
ing; but treat prudently, and manage by all 
means to avoid being taken by ftorm. Offer to 
put yourfelves under the obedience of the duke 
and duchefs of Lancafter on the fame terms 
with thofe of Corunna, for no Englifhman ever 
entered that town. They fent out to them pro- 
vifions for money ; and, if you will follow my 
advice, you will do the fame. I believe they 
will be glad to accept your fubmiflion, for there 
are many other towns in Galicia tp conquer, 
and they will not hold out for trifles.' * You 
fay well,' replied the townfmen, ' and we will 
do as you adyife.' They then left him, an4 
paiTed the night as well as they could. By 
fiin-nfe, on the morrow, they had properly 
inftructed feveix of the principal inhabitants, 
whom they fent out of the town to treat with 
fir Thomas Moreaux: they met him on his , 
march to renew the attack. 

* They call themfelves on their knees, and, 
having laluted him, faid,~* My loxd^ \je ^^^ 
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fent hither by the inhabitants of Pontevcdra, 
who offer to plade themfelves under the obedi- 
ence of the duke and duchefs of Lancafter, 
on the fame terms which thofe of Corunna 
have obtained. This they have ordered us to 
tell you, and alfo that you may have provifion 
in plenty on paying a fair price. It is the wifli 
of thofe who have fent us, that you pufti them' 
no farther, and that neither yourfelf nor any 
from you enter the place armed and by force > 
but that if you or any others be defirous ofcour-f 
leoufly entering the town, they fliatl be welcome/ 

^ The marihat had with him one who under- 
flood perfectly the Galician tongue, who re- 
peated to him in Englifh all that had been faid. 
The marflial replied, — ^ Return quickly to your 
town, and let thofe who have fent you come to 
the barriers. I will grant them a refpite until 
to-morrow at fun-rife, fhould we not make a 
fatisfactory agreement. ' They promifed td com- 
ply with this command, and departed. When 
arrived at the barriers, they found there the 
greater part of the townfmen waiting, to whom* 
they told all that had paifed between them an<f 
the marfhal, adding, ' The marfhal will foon he 
here himfelf : therefore, if you do not think 
yourfelves of fufficient confeqiience to parley 
with him, haften thofe hither whom you may 
wifli for.' 

^ As the principal inhabitants were at the bar- 
riers, they faw fir Thomas Moreaux, with about; 
forty lances, advancing, who on his arrival dif- 
mounted and his companions likewife. He ad- 

^Ted them as foHbws : ^ You, the inhabitants of 

Pontevefira, 



Pontevedra, have fent to us feren of your bro- 
ther townfrnen, and perfons in whom I am fa- 
tisfied you have confidence : they have told us 
that you are willing to fubmit yourfelves to the 
duke andduchefs of Lancafter, on the fame terras 
which thofe of Corunna have obtained, but that 
you wifli to have no other governors but your- 
felves. Now tell me, I beg of you, what fo- 
vereignty my lord would have if he had not his 
own officers in the town ? When you pleafed you 
would acknowledge him for your king, and when 
you pleafed difavow him. Know, that it is my 
intention, as well as that of thofe around me, to 
give you a wife, valiant and prudent governor, 
who will defend you and do ample juftice to all 
alike, and I mean to thruft out the officers of the 
king of Caftille : let me hear, therefore, if you 
confent to thefe terms, for fuch are our iixed 
refolutions,' 

* They requested leave to confult together, and 
having done fo, replied j * My lord, we have the 
fullest confidence in you, but we are afraid of 
pillagers j for we have formerly been fo ill treat- 
ed by perfons of that defcription, when fir Ber- 
trand du Guefclin and the Bretons first came 
hither: they left us not a rag, and we are in 
dread of the like happening again." 

* You need not,' faid sir Thomas, ' for no pil- 
lager (hall ever enter your town. You fliall lofe 
nothing by us ; all we want is your obedience.' 
This fpeech fettled the businefs, and sir Thomas 
and his company entered the town, his army tak- 
ing up their quarters in tents and huts without 

Vol. VIII. G the 
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the walls. The inhabitants fent them twenty- 
fourj horfe loads of wine, as much bread, and 
poultry in abundance for the principal oflScers. 

* The marshal remained the whole day in Pon- 
tevedra, to arrange a government for the duke of 
Lancaster. He appointed an honest Galician go- 
vornor, who had followed the duchefs to England^ 
with whom the inhabitants were fatisfied. On the 
morrow, he returned to his army, and in a coun- 
cil determined to march againft another town 
that was rebellious, called Dighos,* six leagues 
distant from Pontevedra. They instantly began 
their march; and, when within two leagues of 
the place, they fent forward to know if they 
would furrender, as Pontevedra and other towns 
had done, which if they rcfnfed, they might 
rest affured they should be attacked in the 
morning. 

'The inhabitants paid no attention to this me- 
nace, and faid, that they had often had assaults, 
but had never been the worfe for them. When 
this anfwer was carried to the marshal, he fwore 
' by St. George they should be attacked in earnest. 
What ! are the fcoundrels fo proud to fend ma 
fuch an anfwer ?' They passed the night comfort- 
ably with what they had brought with them, and 
j>n the morrow by fun-rife were on their march to 
Dighos. It was near ten o'clock when they came 
before the town, and each party made preparations 
fur the attack and defence. Dighos, though not 
a large town, is fufficiently strong -, and had there 
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bc-en within it fome knights and fquires, who un- 
derstood their profeflion, I do not believe the Eng- 
lish would have gained it fo easily as they did; 
for the moment the inhabitants felt the arrows of 
the English and faw many killed and wounded 
by them, ibr they were badly armed, they were 
panic-struck, and faid, — ' Why do we let our- 
felves be killed and wounded for the king ofCas- 
tille ? We may as well have the duke of Lancafter, 
who married the daughter of don Pedro, for our 
king, as the fon of don Henry of Transtamare. 
We must know, that if we be taken by ftorm, our 
lives will be forfeited and our town plundered, and 
there does not feem fuccour coming to us from 
any quarter, A month ago, we fent a remon- 
strance to the king of Castilleat Burgos on our si- 
tuation, andtheperil we shouldbe in, if the Eng- 
lish marched hither, as we heard they intended 
doing. The king indeed fpoke to the French 
knights who are with him on the matter, but no 
orders were given for any men at arms to be fent 
hither as a garrifon, any more than to other parts 
of Galicia, which plainly shewed it was indifferent 
to the king whether we were won or not. He 
told our envoys to return and do as well as they 
could. This proves he does not wish us to be 
ilain, nor the place taken by storm.' 

* On faying this, fome of the townfmen mount- 
ed over the gateway, and from a window made 
signs they wished for a parley, to treat of peace. 
They were obferved; and the marshal, going thi- 
ther, aflted what they wanted. They faid; 'Mar- 
G 2 shal, 
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Ojsl], order your men to reCire: wt will {abmit 
ourfdves to the duke and dache& of Lancaffi^r, 
on the fame terms as thofe of Corunna and other 
towns have obtained ; and if you want provifions, 
you (hall courteously have them from us^ but we 
will not fuifer any one to enter the town by force 
of arms. This is our propofal, and by this we 
mean to abide.* The marfhal was advifed to an* 
fwer,— * I agree to your terms ; but I muft ap- 
point an able governor^ to counfel and defend 
you, ihould there be any need of it.* They an-r 
fwered, they would alfo admit of this. 

'Thus was the treaty concluded; land, on the. 
afiault ceafmg, the army retreated from before it 
into the plain. The marfhal, fir Evan Fitz^warren, 
iir John Abuurelle,^ the lordde Pommiers and fir 
John d'Ambreticourt entered the town to refreih 
themselves, where they remained the whole day« 
Those without the walls received bread, wine 
and other provifion from the town in abundance. 

* After the conqueft of Dighos, where the lords 
had availed themfdves of the opportunity to re- 
irefli tbemfelves at their eafe, for it is situated ia 
a rich country, and had nominated as governor 
an English fquire called Thomas Albery, a pru- 
dent and valiant man, to whom they gave twelve 
archers for his defence, they marched from thence 
ikirting the lEuountains and borders of Caftille^ 
towards the large ^wn of Bayona. When they 
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had advanced within two leagues of the pliice, 
they halted and took up their quarters for the 
night. On the morrow, they dislodged and 
marched iu battle-array to Bayona. When 
near, they formed themfelves into two divisions, 
and fent forward a herald to learu the intentions 
of the inhabitants, whetherthey would furren- 
der without being aflaulted? The herald had not 
far to go ; and, wlien arrived at the barriers, he 
found plenty of common people there, though 
badly armed, to whom he delivered his meflagej 
for he well underftood their language, being a 
Portuguefe. His name wasCoimbra,andaltached 
to the king of Portugal. ' Yon men of the town,' 
faid he, 'what are your intentions? Wilt youfuf- 
feryonrfelves to be attacked, of will you furrender 
quietly to your fovereigns, the duke andduchefsof 
Lancafter? My lord marshal and his companions 
fend me hither to know what you mean to do.' 
' Upon this, they collected together and began 
to talk aloud, faying, — 'What shall we do? Shall 
we defend ourfeives, or furrender?' An old man 
•who had learnt experience, from having feen more 
than they had, addrefled them, — 'My good firs, 
in our fituation wemuflnot hold long councils; 
and the English are very courteous in thus allow- 
ing us time to deliberate. You are aware that we 
have not any hopes of fuccour; for the king of 
Caftille, who knows our situation well, and has 
done fo since the arrival of the duke and duchefs 
at Corunna, has not provided any refources for 
us, nor does he feem inclined fo to do. If we 
therefore, allow ourfeives to be attacked, thetown 
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)s fo large and ill fortified, we cannot guard the 
whole; and the English are fubtle in war: they 
>vill exert themfelves to conquer us, in hopes of 
plunder; for they are, like all men at arms, eager 
to enrich themfelves; and this town is fuppofed to 
be more rich than in fact it is. I therefore think 
it moft advifable that we quietly fubmit to the 
duke and duchefs of ILancafter, and, by not fool- 
ishly resisting, lofe more, but obtain peace on 
advantageous t^rms. This is the advice I give 
you.* 

f 'They replied^ they would follow itj and, as 
he was a man of consideration in Bayona, they 
i^equested him to anfwer the herald. *I will 
cheerfully do fo; but we must give him fome mo- 
ney, which will bind him to our interests, and in- 
duce h^m to make a favourable report to his lords.* 

' On this he advanced to the herald, and faid; 
* You will return to your lords, and assure them 
we are willing to put ourfelves under the obedience 
of the duke and duchefs of Lancaster, in the fame 
manner other towns in Galicia have done, ov . 
may do. Now, go and do our businefs well, 
and we will give you twenty florins.' 

*The herald was delighted on hearing this 
fpeech, and the promife of twenty florins; and 
faid, * Where are the florins?' They were in- 
stantly paid down, and he fet ofi\, gaily, to re- 
join the English army. 

' The marshal and his companions, on feeing 
him return, aiked what news he had brought ? 
^ Do the tovvnfmen mean to furrender, or wait the 
attack?' 'By my faith, my lords,* replied the 

herald^ 



87 

llerald, * they have no fuch intentions. They de- 
fire me to inform you, they are willing to fubmit 
thettifelves to the duke' and duchefs, on fimilar 
terms to thofe which otlie'r towns have obtained; 
and if you will go thither they will gladly receive 
you/ 'Well/ faid th,e marfhal, Mt is better we 
thus gain the place than by affault; for our men, 
at leaft, will neither be wounded n6f flaiil.' The 
marfhal and his army mar<::;hed at at foot s pace to 
the town, where he difrriounted; and went to the 
barrier and gate. There were numbers of p?eo- 
pie aflembled, but their^ whole armours weffe hfk' 
worth ten francs, tb fee the Englifti ; and the pei^- 
fon who had given the anfwer to the herald was 
there alfo, to conclude a treaty. The^ momfeiit 
the herald perceived him, he faid tci the ma/- 
flial, — * My lord, fpeak to that elderly inan who' 
is bowing to you, for he has the greateft' Weight 
in the place.' : ) » 

• *The marfliar advanced, and faid,-—* Now, 
what have you to fay K\VilI you furrehder jjotit- 
felves to my lord, the^dilke of Lancaftei-, aiid to' 
hisMuch'efs, as to your legal foverislghs?* • Yes,* 
my lord,' replied the old man:^we fiirrender. 
ourfelves t6 you, and acknowledge thfeita for otir 
lords, as other towns in Galicia' have done; ahd^ 
if you and your companions pleafd lo enter the' 
town, you are welcome ; but on condition, that 
should you want provifion, you do not feize it, 
but loyally pay' for whatever you may take/ 

' I agree to this,' faid the marshal ; ' for we on- 
ly defire the love and obedience of the country; 
but you muft fwear, that should the king of 

Caftille 
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Caftille come in perfon, or fend hither any troops, 
you will defend yourfelves boldly againft him 
and all his allies/ ' We willingly fwear this j and 
should he come himfelf, or fend any troops, we 
will shut our gates againft him or them, and in- 
form you of it. Should you prove the ftrongeft, 
we will remain fteady to your intereft ; for you 
'wiU iiever find any deceit in ^s.' 

* I am fatisfied/ anfwered the marfhal, 'and do 
not require more. Before the expiration of the 
year, the difpute will be decided ; and the crown 
O^ Caftille, Cordova, Galicia and Seville, will fall 
to the ftrongeft^ for, by the end of Auguft, there 
will be fuch numbers of men at arms in Castille 
as have not been seen for thefe hundred years.* 
*Well, my lord,* anfwered the elder, 'let 
happen what may, and the right fall where 
it ought, we of Galicia venture to wait the 
event/ 

* Upon this, the holy fig^crament was brought, 
and. thofe who governed the town f wore upon it 
to behave loyally and faithfully, like good fubjects, 
to the duke and duchefs of Lancafter, and to ac- 
knowledge them as their fovereigns, in the fame 
manner as qther towns had done. The marshal, 
in the name of the duke of Lancafter, received 
them as his fubjects, and fwore to defend and go- 
vern them in peace and juftice. When all this 
had beeiriiione, the barriers and gates were tl^rown 
open, when all entered who chofe, and lodged, 
themfelves where they could. They remained 
there four days, to recruit themjTelvetf and horfes, 

and silfo to Wait for fair weather -, for, during 

thefe 



thefe four days, it rained inceffantiy, and the ri- 
vers were much fwelled. There are, in Galicia, 
many rivers which are fo greatly increafed by 
the mountain-torrents, that they are very dan- 
gerous to pals. While waiting for a change ia 
the weather, they held a council, whether they 
should march for Befances* or Ribadane,f 
which is a ftrong town, and inhabited by the mofl 
infolent and treacherous people in all Galicia. 

'On the fifth day, the English dillodged from 
Bayona, and took the field. The weather was 
now temperate, and the rivers, to their great joy, 
reduced to their ufual fize. They rode towards 
Ribadavia without any oppofition ; and, as no 
one came out againll them, they thought them- 
felves lords of Galicia. They arrived near the 
town, with a large train of baggage, horfes and 
victuallers, and encamped in a grove of olive trees 
on a handfome plain, about half a league from 
the place. They refolved to fend a herald to 
parley with the townfmen, before they made any 
preparations for the attack ; for the marshal well 
knew they were the falfeft and worft people in 
all CaftiUe, extenfiveas it is; and that they paid 
no regard to the king, nor to any one but them- 
felves, depending on the ftrength of their town. 

' The herald, before he fet out, was charged 
to leai'n their intentions; but, when he came 
to the barriers he found them and the gate clofed. 
He shouted and called, but received no anfwer 
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whatever. He faw indeed, feveral pafs back-* 
wards and forwards on the battlements ; but for 
all he could do, not one would come and fpeak 
with him, though he remained an hour thus? 
bawling to them. Finding he could not obtain 
a hearing, he faid to himfelf, — * I fancy thefe men 
of Ribadaria have had fome communication with 
thofe of Bayona, who are vexed they should 
have given, me twenty florins for fo little trouble^ 
and want to Ynake me here pay for it. By holy 
Mary ! I believe they wish to keep me until it be 
late, and then feize and hang me/ On faying 
this, he remounted hi^ horfe, and returned to the 
marshal and his army. On his arrival, he was 
afked what news, and whether the inhabitants of 
Ribadavia would furrenderas the other towns had 
done, or force them to the attack. ' By my troth,* 
replied the herald, * I know not what they mean 
to* do; for they arefo proud, that though I bawl- 
ed to them for an hour, they never deigned to 
give me any anfwer.' Sir John Burnel then faid, 
* Halt thou feien no one ? Perhaps they are fled, 
and have left their town for fear of us.' * Fled!* 
replied the herald: * begging your pardon, my 
Ibrd, they difdain to do fuch a thing as fly; and 
before you conquer them, they will give you more 
plague than all the other towns in Galicia toge- 
ther. Know that there are plenty of men within 
ft; for I faw them when I called out, • Liften to 
ine, liften to me ! I am a herald whom my lord 
marfhal has fent hither to parley and Jreat with 
you ;' but they gave me no anfwer, only ftaring 
at me, and burfting out in laughter/ 

Ah, 
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• Ah, theintblentfcoundrels !* faid the itiarfhal : 
*by St George, they fhallbe well puniftied for 
this; and, unlefs my lord of Lancdfter fhall oi-der 
otherwife, never will I quit this place until I hare 
reduced it under his obedience. Let us now eat 
and drink to lefrefti ourfelves, atid then march to 
the aflault; for I will fee this town nearer, aiid 
what is its ftrength, that makes the fcoundrels thus 
infoient> and induces them to hold us fo clieap*^ 

* When they had iiniftied their repaft, thejr 
mounted their horfes, and, with trumpets found-- 
ing, rode gently on, for the weather was as fweet 
as in the month of May. On coming before the 

, place, fome knights and fquires, to make a difplay 
galloped up to the barriers, where they found a 
large body of crofs-bowraen dra^\Ti up in front 
of the gate, who by their fliooting killed and 
wounded many horfes. The archers then ad- 
vanced, and, pofting themfelves on the banks of 
the ditch, and at the barriers, attacked the croft- 
bowmen. The aflault was fevere and lafted a 
confiderable time; for the town was tolerably 
ftrong, and difficult to be conquered. One fide is 

, fituated on a perpendicular rock, impoflible to be 
mounted: the other, indeed, is on the plain, but 
furrounded by wide ditches, which though not 
filled with water, cannot eafily be croffed. 

*The knights and fquires, however, did croft 
them, andafcended the banks to the walls, with 
targets on their heads, to defend themfelves from 
the arrows or whatever might be thrown down 
from the battlements. The archers fhot fo w^lU 
that fcarcely any dared flaew themfelves ; and 

tUvi 
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this attack was long continued^ many on each 
fide being killed or wounded. Towards evening, 
it ceafed, on the trumpets founding the retreat; 
and the Englifli returned to their camp, where 
they made themfelves comfortable, and attended 
to their wounded. Thierry da Soumain was fo 
badly wounded in the arm, at the barriers, by 
a bolt from a crofs-bow, that it was nece£[ary to 
have it forced through the arm : he was upwards 
of a month unable to ufe it, and obliged to bear 
it in a scarf. 

* While the marihal of the. duke of Lancafter's 
army was thus overrunning and turning Galicia 
to his interefi, the duke and duchefs, with their 
children, refided quietly at Sant Jago. They 
heard frequently from the king of Portugal, as 
1^ eontinual intercourfe was kept up between them 
on their mutual affairs. 

* King John of Caftille held his court at Valido- 
lid, attended by the French knights, whom he 
frequently conful ted on the ftate of his_ kingdom; 
for he was perfectly acquainted with every thing 
that was pafling around him. He faid to themj 
— « My fair firs, I greatly marvel that no fuc- 
cour comes to me from France, to affift me in 
my diftrefs; for my country will be lofl:, if no 
l-einforcements arrive to prevent it. The Eng- 
lifli keep the field ; and I know for truth, that the 
duke of Lancafter and king of Portugal have had 
an interview, and that the lafi; is to marry one of 
the duke's daughters, for she has been betrothed 
to him; and, as foon as this marriage shall have 
taken place, you will fee them unite together and 

enter 



enter my kingdom, and, when united, they wUl 
prove too much for me.' 

'The French knights, to comfort him, replied, 
— 'Do notbeuneafy: if the English gain on one 
fide they lofe on another. We have certain intel- 
ligence, that the king of France, with upwards of 
an hmidred thoufand armed men, hasat thismo- 
ment mvaded England, to conquer and defJroy 
that-whole country. When that shall be accom- 
plished, and England reduced to a fiate of fub- 
jection from whence it can ne\'er rife, the king 
of France and bis army will embark on board 
their navy, which is fo confiderable, and difem- 
bark during the courfeof the fiimmer atCorunna. 
He will re-conquer in one month more than you 
have loft during the year, and furround the duke 
of Lancafter in fuch manner that you will fee 
him fiy to Portugal. Thus will you be revenged 
of your enemies; for be affured, tliat if France 
were not at this moment occupied with the con- 
quefl of England, you would have had, fome 
time fmce, three or four thoufand lances from 
thence. The king of France, his uncles and 
council, have a great afFection for you, and are 
very anxious to put an end to your war. Never 
mind if the English keep the field, and borrow 
from you a little of your kingdom : before St. 
John's day shall come, they will be forced to 
reftore the whole of it back to you.' 

'Such were the converfations that frequently 

paffed at Validolid between the king of Caftille 

and his council, with the French knights. The 

king. 
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king, having fuch an opinion of them, believed 
all they faid, and took comfort. They indeed 
thought what they had faid was truths for 
they concluded the king of France had invaded 
England^ according to the rumours fpread 
throughout Caftille. You muft know that the 
duke of Lancafter did not hear from his people 
one quarter of what was told them by pilgrims 
and merchants from Flanders; and, though the 
king of Portugal wrote frequently to inquire 
after the duke's health, thefe rumours prevented 
him from hailening his preparations, and from 
demanding the lady Philippa for his queen. 
His council faid, that as all the intelligence fromi 
France and Flanders agreed England to be in a 
moft perilous ftate of being deftroyed, neither the 
alliance nor marriage with the duke of Lancafter 
or his daughter, would be of any advantage 
to him, and that he should diffemble his thoughts, 
but ftill p^referve an outw^ard appearance of great 
affection to the duke and duchefs, by letters, 
and otherwife, until he should fee what turn 
affairs would take/ 

"We will now for a while leave fpeaking of 
Spain and Portugal, and return to France. 



CHAP, 




CHAP. XIII. 



THE KING OF FRANCE GOES TO LILI.E, WITH 
THE INTENT TO INVADE EHGLAND.— SIR 
SIMON BURLEY ADVISES THE REMOVAL OF 
THE SHRINE OF ST. THOMAS A BECKET FROM 
CANTERBURY TO DOVER CASTLE, FOB FEAR 
OF THE FRENCH. 

A T this period (1386,) the number of fliips, 
■**- galleys and vefTcIs of every defcription, 
which had been collected to carry over to Eng- 
land the king of France and his army, were fi> 
great, that the oldeft man then living had never 
feen nor heard of the like. Knights and fquires 
'Were arming on all fides, and, when they quitted 
their homes, they faid, — ' We will invade thefe 
curfed English, who have done fuch mifchief to 
France, and now avenge ourfelves for the lofTL's 
they have caufed us by the death of our fathers, 
brothers or friends.' It was twelve weeks before 
all the purveyances of the difiereiit lords were 
ready and embarked, fo grandly had they pro- 
vided thcmfelves. The report was kept up for 
fome time in Flanders, tijat the king would be 
there on the morrow, to haftenthem. Men were 
continually arriving from Gafcony, Armagnac, 
IheTouloufain, Bigorre, Comminges, Auvergne, 
Berry, Limoufm, Poitou, Anjou, Maine, Brit- 
tany, Touraine, Bloi?, Orleans, Beauce, Nor- 
mandy, Picardy, and from every province in 
.iL,j,.Mm. '^ France, 
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France, who quartered themfelves in Fld^nders 
and Artois. . 

When the middle of Auguft came, which was 
the time fixed on for the invafion taking place, 
in order the more to haften thofe from tihie dif- 
tant parts of the realm ; and„ to fhew that the 
king was in, earneft to embark, he took leave of 
queen Blanche, the ducheft of Orleans aiid the 
other princeiTes. He heard a folemn mafs in the 
church of Notre Dame at Paris, and it was his 
intention, when he fhould quit Paris, never to 
re-enter it until he had landed in England; and 
of this aH the principal cities and towns were 
perfuaded. 

The king of France went to Senlis, whither 
he was accompanied by his queen : the duke of 
Berry was in Berry, though his purveyances were 
collecting in Flanders and at. Sluys, like the 
others. The duke of Burgundy was alfo in his 
own country, but he bade adieu to his ducheis 
and children, and fct off for Flanders, meaning 
to take leave of his aunt, the duchefs of Brabs^nt, 
in his way thither. On his departure from Bur- 
gundy, he travelled in.great pomp and magnifi- 
cence, attended by the admiral of France and 
the lord Guy de la Trimouille, unto Bruffels, 
, where the duchefs and her ladies received him 
and his company with great joy. He tar- 
ried there two days, and then went to Mons 
in Hainault, where he found his daughter ma- 
dame d'Oftrevant, duke Albert, and his fon the 
lord William of Hainault, count d'Oftrevant, who 
entertained them handfomely, and conducted the 

duke 
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duke to Vaiencienne', where he was lodged in 
the apartments of the count, and duke Albert 
at the hotel of Vicongiieras. 

The duke of Burgundy, on leaving Valen- 
ciennes, went to Douay and Arras, where the 
duchefs was waiting for him. From Senlis the 
king of Fiance came to Compiegne, Noyon, 
Peronne, Bapaume and Arras ; and there were 
fuch numbers of men at amis pouring into thoft; 
countries from all quarters, that every thing 
was deftroyed or devoured without a farthing 
being paid for any thing. Tlie poor farmers, 
who had filled their barns with grain, had only 
the ftraw, and, if they complained, were beaten 
or killed. The fifh-ponds were drained of fish, 
and the houfes pulled down for firing, fo that if 
the English had been there, they could not have 
committed greater wafl;e than this French army 
did. They faid, • We have not at prefent any 
money, but shall have enough on our return, 
when we will pay for al!.' The farmers, not 
daring to fpeak out, curfed them inwardly, on 
feeing them seize what was intended for their 
families; and faid, ' Go, go to England, and 
may never a foul of you comeback!' 

The king of France arrived at Lille, with his 
two uncles of Burgundy and Bourbon ; but the 
duke of Berry ftill remained behind, in his 
own country, arranging his affairs. "With the 
king were the duke of Bar, the duke of Lor- 
raine, the count d'Armagnac, the count de Sa- 
voye, the count dauphin d'Auvergne, the count 
de Geneve, the count de St, Pol, the count 
Vol. VIII. H d'Eii, 
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d'Euj the count de LoQgueville, tti^ lord de 
Coucy, fir William de Namur, and la many of 
the great lords of France that I can never name 
them. \t was faid that twenty thouiand knights 
and fquires were to embark for England, which 
was indeed a goodly company^ with alxmt the 
fame number of orofs-bows, including the 
Genoefe, and twenty thoufand ftout varlets. 

Sir Oliver de Cliffon was Itill in finttany 
making his preparations, and equipping hitf 
fleet at the port of Treguier, from whence he in- 
tended to embark his wooden town, that was to 
be put together, and erected on his landing in 
England, as you have before heard. The floweir 
of Breton chivalry was to accompany the coA- 
ftable, fuch as the vifcount de Rohan, the lordi 
de Rays, de Beaumanoir, de Laval, de Rocbe^ 
fort, deMaleftroit, the vifcount de Combor, fif 
John de Maleftroit, the lord de Dinant, the lord 
d'Ancenis, and live hundred fpears, all picked 
men. The conftable had always declared, thafr 
no one ought to be employed on this expedition 
if he were not a good man at arms and fuch M 
could be depended on. He had faid to the ai-* 
miral, — * Be careful not to fuffer any boys or 
fenratits to embark on board the fleet, for they 
will do us more harm than good.' And the 
knights, unlefs they were of high rank, or had 
hired veflels for themfelves, were not allowed to 
take with them more than one horfe and one 
fervant. To fay the truth, their arrangement^ 
were very well made : and it was the opinion 'Hf 
many^ that if the anny could hare beep UoA* 
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ed together at the place they had fixed on in Or- 
well bay, the whole country would have been 
thrown into confufion. Indeed, I believe there 
was httledoubt of it ; for the great lords, fuch 
as prelates, abbots, and rich citizens were 
jianic-ftruck, but the commonalty and poorer 
Jort held it very cheap. Such knights and 
dquires as were not rich, but eager for renown, 
. ~^ere delighted, and faid to each other, — ' Lord, 
~what fine times are coming, finee the king oT 
Trance intends to vifit us ! He is a valiant king 
^nd of great enterprife : there has not been fuch 
s. one in France thefe three hundred years. He 
^ill make his people good men at arms; and 
Tbiefled may he be for thinking to invade us j for 
certainly we shall be all flain or made powerful- 
-Jy rich: one or other mull happen,' 

If the preparations for this invafion were 
^reat in France, thofe in England, for its defence, 
:*vere not lefs fo, as I have before mentioned, and 
■%vill therefore flightty return to it. 

The taxes in England were equally heavy with 
tliofe in France; but though they were very op- 
preffive, the common people faid they ought not 
to complain, for they were raifed for the defence 
of the country, and paid to knights and fquires 
to guard their lands, and they were their labour- 
ers, who provided them with food, and the 
sheep from whom they took the wool ; but, if 
England should be conquered, they would be 
the greateft lofers. No one was exempted from 
the payment of thefe taxes, fo that two millions 
of florins were raifed for the defence o? tXiecoiiw.- 
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try, and paid into the hands of the archbishop 
of York^ the earl of Oxford, fir Nicholas Bram- 
ber, fir Michael de la Pole, fir Simon Burley, 
fir Peter Gouloufi^, fir Robert Trefilian, fir John 
Beauchamp, fir John Saliibuiy, and others of 
the king*s privy council, who were i^pointed 
receivers and paymaft^s of the above fum, for 
the king's uncles were not confulted in the bufi« 
nels. They would not interfere, nor by fo 
doing throw the kingdom into trouble, but ex- 
erted themfidves to the utmoft in putting all the 
coaft in a good ftate of defence ; for they moft 
aflPuredly thought the king of France would at- 
tempt to land his army in England during the 
courfe of the fummer* 

The before-named receivers did in the king's 
name as they thought proper in refpect to this 
lax^ but the earl of Oxford was the moft active, 
and made the gre^tefi advantage of it* ^very 
tiling was done by him« and without his confent 
nothing ; for which> when tliis alarm was over, 
the people wtte muchdiflatisfied, and wanted to 
know what had becQ«ne of the large fums that 
had b^u r^ificil ; ai^ the principal cities and 
lawiv^ urg^ <m by the king*s uncles^ would 
havt" an a^x^nrnt how ther bad beea diAurfed, 
a;j^ 1 will nrlaUf in proper time and place, for I 
wi$h m^ that any thin|: should be forgott^d iu 
thi^it hilivMrw 

Sir Simon Burky wa;$ j^venmr of DoT»^aftIe» 
and> from hi$^ fituatMM^ rweived fie^wnt inteU 
ligetice fir^wi Fianct^by the &lwxaM» ^ the town» 
who related to him whal Uiejr Imurd fron the 
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French fifliermen, as they were often obliged to 
adventure as far as Wiflan or Bologne to obtain 
good fish. AVhen the fishermen from France met 
them at fea, they told them enough, and more 
than they knew; for, thoush there were wars, 
between France and England, they wercj never 
interrupted in their purfuits, nor attacked each 
other, but, on the contrary, gave mutual aflift- 
ance, and bought or fold, according as either 
had more fish than they were in want of; for, if 
they were to meddle in the national quarrels, there 
would be no fishing, and none would attempt it 
unlefs fupported by men at arms. Sir Simon 
learnt from the fishermen that the king of France 
was abfolutely determined on the invafion; that 
he intendftd to land one divifion at or near 
Dover, and another at Sandwich, and that his 
forces were immenfe. He, as well as the reft of 
England, believed all this was true ; and one day 
he fet out for Canterbury to vifit the abbey, which 
is very large and handfome; near it is Chrift- 
church, wiiicb is alfo rich and powerful. 

The abbot inquired, * What news?' and fir 
Simon told him all he knew, adding, ' that the 
shrine ofSt. Thomas, fo refpectable and rich, was 
not fafe in Canterbury, for the town was not 
ftrong;* andif the French should come, fomeof 
the pillagers, through avarice, would make for 
Canterbury, which tliey would plunder, as well 

• The walls of Canterbury were much oui of repair j and 
there is an order now exiiiing for their reparation, from th« 
court of Chancery, in the 19lh year of Richard U.—Hastctt's 
Km. 
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as your abbey, and make particular enquiries 
after die shrine, and will take it away, to your 
great lols. I would therefore advife, that you 
have it carried to Dover-cafile, where it will be 
perfectly fafe, though all England were loft/ 
The abbot and all the convait were fo much an- 
gered at this fpeech, though meant well, that 
they replied, — ^ How ! fir Simon, would you 
wi^ to defpoil this church of its jewd ? If you 
are afiaid yourfelf, gain courage, and shut your«- 
Ui£ up in your caftle of Dover, for the French 
will not be bold enough, nor in fufficient force, 
to adventure themfelves fo &tr/ This was Urn 
only anfwer he had ; but fir Simon perfifted fb 
long in his propofition, that the common peo» 
pie grew difcontented, and held him for. an ill* 
inclined perfon, which, as I shall relate, they 
afterwards shewed more plainly. Sir Simon mada 
but a short ftay and returned to Dover. 
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THE KING OF FRANCE •VISITS HIS FLEET AT 
SLUYS. — THE KING OF ARBfENIA CROSSES TO 
ENGLAND, TO ATTEMPT A RECONCILIATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO KINGS. — THE ANSWER 
HE RECEIVES. 

^ I^HE king of France, to shew his impatience 

^ for the in vafion and his diflike of being at too 

great a diftance, came to Sluys. The report wa% 

now daily current in Flanders and Artois, * The 

king 



king will embark Saturday, Tuefday or Thiirf- 
day.' Every day of the week they faid, ' He will 
embark to-morrow, or the day after,' The duke 
ofTouraine, the king's brother, the biHiop of 
Beauvais, chancellor, and other great lords had 
taken leave of the king at Lille, and returned to 
Paris. I believe, intleed it was affured me for fact, 
that the duke was appointed regent during the 
king's abfence, in conjunction with the count de 
Bloia and other principal barons, who had not 
been ordered on the iiivafion. 

The duke of Berry was ftill behind, though 
he was advancing ilowly, for he had no great de- 
fire to go to England. The king of France and 
duke of Burgundy were much vexed at his delay, 
and vvilhed his arrival : however, the embarka- 
tion of ftores continued at a vast expenfe to the 
great lords; for what was worth only one franc 
they were made to pay four ; and thofe who were 
hoping fpeedily to crofs over valued not their 
money in making preparations, but feemed de- 
lirous to rival each other in expenfe. 

If the principal lords were well paid, thofe of 
inferior rank fuflered for it, as there was a month's 
pay due to them, for which the paymaster of the 
forces was unwilling to account ; and he and the 
clerks of the treafury teld them to wait another 
week, and they fliould be fatisfied. Thus were 
they put off from week to week ; and when they 
made them any payments it was only for eight 
days, when eight weeks were due. Some, who 
were fo treated, became melancholy, and faid the 
expedition 



K>4 
expedition would never fucceed ; and forefeeing 
what would happen, whenever they could ama£i 
any money, like wife men, fet out on their return 
home. The poor knights and fquires, who were 
not retainers on the great lords, had expended^ 
their all ; for every thing was fo dear in Flanders^^ 
they had difficulty in procuring bread or wine. 
If they wiflied to pawn ikheir wages or arms, they 
could not obtain a farthing for what, when new, 
had cost them large fums. There were fuch 
crowds at Bruges, Damme, Ardembourg, and 
particularly at Sluys, when the king arrived, that 
«it was difficult to find any lodgings. 

The lords de St. Pol, de Coucy, d'Antoing, 
and the dauphin of Auvergne, with other barons 
from France, remained at Bruges to be more at 
their eafe, and every now and then rode over to 
Sluys, to inquire firom the king when they were 
to embark. They were told, within three or four 
days; or when the duke of Berry should arrive 
or when the wind was favourable. There was 
always fome delay ; but the time pafled, and the 
days became shorter and cold, with bad weather. 
Many of the lords were difcontented they were fo 
long in embarking, for their provifion would be 
fyoiled^ 

While they were waiting for the duke of Berry 
and the conilable, the king of Armenia, who 
refided in France, on a penfion from the king of 
fix thoufand francs, defirous to make a journey to 
England, in hopes of bringing about a peace, or 
»t leafi a truce between the two kings> left his 
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hotel of St. Ouen, near St. Denis, and, with few 
attendants, travelled to Boulogne, where lie hired 
a veflel, and, having a favourable wind, landed 
at Dover. He found there the earls of Cambridge 
and Buckingham, with a hundred men at arms 
and two thoufand archers to gnard the place ; for 
the rumour ran, that the French intended land- 
ing there, or at Sandwich. At this laft place 
were the earls of Arundel and Nortliumberland. 
At Orwell, the earls of Oxford, Pembroke and 
Nottingham, and fir Reginald Cobham, with 
three thoufand infantry. The king, and part of 
bis council, remained in London, where he had 
intelligence daily from the different ports. 

The king of Armenia, on his arrival at Dover, 
was very well received, and conducted by feme 
knights to the uncles of the king, who entertain- 
ed him handfomely, as they knew well how to do. 
At a proper opportunity they afked him, * whi- 
ther he came ? and what were the reafons of his 
vifiting England?' Tothefequeftions heanfwer- 
ed, — ' that, in hopes of doing good, he had come 
to wait on the king of England and his council, 
to fee if, by any means, he could negotiate a 
peace between him and the king of France. For 
this war,' added the king of Armenia, ' is not 
very becoming between them : the long continu- 
ance of it has greatly emboldened and raifed the 
pride of the Turks and Saracens. No one now 
makes any oppofition to them ; and this has been 
the caufe why I have loft my crown and king- 
domj nor have I any chanceof recovering them, 
until 



toe 

until a firm peace be eftablifhed in ChriftendolKit* 
I would Willijagly explain this racier, which fo 
nearly touches ei^ery true Chrifti^n^ to t]|e king 
of Englarid^ as I have done to the king: of ' 
France.' 

The Englifh lords afked him, * if the king of 
France had fent him ?' He faid,—* No one had 
lent him; that he had come of his own accord^ 
and folely with a view to do good, to fee the king 
of England and his council, and to try if they 
ivould liiien to terms of peace:' They then afked 
• where the king of France was.' • I believe he.i$ 
now at Sluys; but I have not feen him fince J 
took my leave of him atSenlis.' * How can yoii 
then think of forming a treaty, when ypu have 
not been fo clmrged by him ? Should you enter 
into uny terms with the king, our nephew, and 
his. council, aini the king of France, iu the mean 
time, fail from Sluys, and difembark his targe army 
in England, you would be muqh' blamed, and 
your perfon run great riiks from the people.' 

The king of Armenia replied,— r* I have the 
greateil confidence in the kiug of France, to whom 
I Imve fent meifengers to entreat he would neither 
embark nor put to fea until I be returned to Sluys^ 
aad I am convinced he is fo noble and confiderate^ 
that h(e will comply with my requeft. I therefore 
bcig of you, through pity and love of goodnefs^ 
to procure me an interview with the king of 
England, that I may fpeak to him, for I defira 
greatly to fee him ; or if you, who are his uncles> 
and the moil powerful of his fubject^, beautho- 
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rifed to give me anfwers to my demands, I hopf 
that you will inftantly do fo/ 

Thomas, earl of Buckingham, faid, — * King of* 
Armenia, we are folelj ordered hprp by the king 
and his council, to guard and defend the frontiers^ 
and we do not any way concern ourfelves with the 
government of the realm, unlefs we be fpecially 
commanded by him. Since motives of goodnefs^ 
or the appearance of them, have brought you hi- 
ther, you are welcome; but you muil not expect 
to receive from us any definiti\'e anfwers to fuch 
demands as you may make; and, though we are 
not now pf the king's council, we will have you 
conducted to London without danger or expenfe/ 
The kipg of Armenia replied, ^ that he greatly 
thanked them, and wifhed fcu' nothing more than 
to fee and converfe with the king of England/ 

After having refreflied himfelf for one day at 
Dover, and held many converfations with the 
king's uncles, he fet off, well efcorted, to protect 
him on the road. He continued his journey until 
he arrived at London, where he wa& much- flared 
at by the Londoners: the better fort, however, 
(hewed him every honour and refpect. Having 
fixed on his lodgings, at a proper time and hour 
he waited on the king, who refided in a private 
manner at the wardrobe ; but his council were in 
London, each at his own houfe;, for the Lon* 
doners were fo panic-ftruck, they thought of 
iiothing but how to fortify their town. . 

When the arrival of the king of Armenia was 

publicly known, the king's couAcil afiembled at 

the 
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the wardrobe to leafn the news, and what could 
have brought that king, at. this time of trouble 
and alarm, to England. The king of Armenia 
entered the prefence-chamber , and the two kings 
having mutually fainted each other, the king of 
Armenia began his fpeech, by declaring, the 
caufes' for his coming were principally to fee the 
king of England, which he had never before done ; 
that he was much gratified in being in his pre- 
fence, from which he flattered himfelf good would 
arife ; and alfo to attempt to avert the great peili- 
lence that was ready to befal England : not that 
either the king of France or his council had fent 
him thither, for he was come of his own free will, 
to endeavour to make a peace or a truce betweeii 
the two crowns. He paid many compliments both 
to the king and to his council. He was briefly 
anfwered as follows : * Sir king, you are welcome 
to this. country, for our king and felves are glad 
to fee you. We mull inform you, that the king 
has not all his council at this moment with him, 
but they will fliortly aflemble, as he had fum- 
moned them, and you fliall then have an anfwer.' . 

The king of Armenia was contented with this, 
took his leave, and returned to the houfe where 
he was lodged. .Within four days, the king was 
advifed what anfwer to make: I believe he con- 
fulted his uncles on the fubject, but they were 
not prefent when it was given. The king went 
to Weflminfter, where his council was aflembled, 
and thither the king of Armenia was invited. 
When in the prefence, the king of England wa3 
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menia and the prelates and lords of the council. 
The king of Armenia was defired to repeat what 
he had before told the king and a part of his 
council. He did fo in an elegant harangue, 
fliewiiig how Chrillendom was too much weak- 
ened by the deftructive wars of France and Eng- 
land, and tiiat the knights and fquires of the two 
countries thought of nothing but joining one 
party or other: by whichtheempire of Conftan- 
tinople would be deftmyed, where formerly the 
gentlemen of France and England ufed to take 
pleafure in feeking deeds of arms, and that his 
own kingdom was already loft. He therefore en- 
treated, through the love of God, they would lifleix 
to fome terms of peace between the two kings. 

The archbilhop of Canterbury, who had before- 
hand been ordered by the king and council to 
deliver the anfwer, replied; ' King of Armenia, it 
is not ufual, nor has it ever been admitted, that 
in fuch weighty matters as are now in difpute be- 
tween the king of England and his adverfary of 
France, the king of England fhould have requefts 
made him, with an army ready to invade his 
country. I will therefore declare our opinion, that 
you return to the French army, and prevail on 
them to retreat to France ; and, when we fiiall be 
fnliy alTured that every man has retired to his 
home, do you return hither, and we will then 
pay attention to any treaty you fhall propofe.' 

This was the anfwer the king of Armenia re- 
ceived. He dined (hat day with the king, who 
paid 
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paid him every poffible honour, and ofTerecl him 
handfome prefents of gold and filver; but he re* 
fiifed them all, though he had need of them, and 
would only accept a fingle ring, worth one hun- 
dred francs. After the dinner, which was fplendid 
and good, he returned to his lodgings, for he had 
received his anfwer, and on the morrow fet out 
Ibr Dover, making two days journey of it. He 
there took leave of the Englifh lords, and embark- 
ed on board a paffage-boat to Calais, whence he 
Went to Sluys. He related to the king of France 
*nd his uncles the journey he had made to Eng- 
land, and what anfwer he had received : but the 
king and his lords paid no attention to it, and 
fent him to France ; for they were refol ved to fail 
the firft fair wind for England, after the arrival 6f 
the duke of Berry and the conftable. Hitherto 
the wind had' been unfavourable: it would never 
have ferved them tfi land in thofe parts they in- 
tended to attempt, but was very fair to carry' 
them to Scotland. 
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CHAP. XV. 



THE DUKE OF BERRY LEAVES PARIS fOR SLUYS, 
— THE CONSTABLE, AFTER SUFFERING MANY 
DELAYS FROM CONTRARY WINDS, AT LENGTH 
JOINS THE KING OF FRANCE. 

npHE duke of Berry arrived at Paris, and, after 
* hearing mafs at the church of N6tre Dame, 

took 



took liis leave, making it to be miderilood that hs 
would never return until he had been in England, 
although liis intentions were quite the contrary; 
for, as the feafon was fo far advanced, he had no 
defire to undertake it. On his road, he daily re- 
ceived letters and meirengers from the king and 
the duke of Burgundy, to haften him, and to fay 
they were only waiting for bis coming to embark. 
The duke of Berry continued his march, though 
by fhort days journeys. 

The conftable of France embarked at Treguier, 
a town on the fea-coail of Brittany, with a fina 
body of men at arms, and ample purveyances on 
board feventy-two large velTels, Some of them 
were freighted with the wooden town that was to 
be erected on their Iandi4ig in England. The 
cooftable had a favourable wind when he left the 
harbour: but, when he approached the Englifh 
■coaft, it became contrary, and the farther they 
advanced the more violent it blew. When oppo- 
fite to Margate at themouth of the Thames, th^ 
ftorm was fo violent, it difperfed the flef t, whe- 
ther the mariners would or not, and there were 
not twenty fail together. Some were blown into 
the Thames, where they were captured by the 
Englifh; and among them was one that had two 
or three parts of the wooden town on board, and 
the workmen who were to erect it. They and the 
town were fent to London, which much pleafed 
the king and the citizens. Seven other veffels of 
the fleet, lailen with (lores and provifion, were 
driven on the coatl of Zealand, and feized; but 

the 
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*the conftable and his lords, with much difficulty, 
arrived at Sluys, where they were joyfully re- 
ceived by the king and his barons. The moment 
the king faw the conilable, he faid, — * Conilable, 
what fay you^ when fhall we fail? I h?ive for 
certain a. Jpreat defire to fee England. I therefore 
pray you to haften the bufine&, and that we em- 
Imrk as fpeedily as poffible. My uncle Berry will 
be here inflantly, for he is now at Lille.' ' Sire,' 
replied the conAable, * we cannot fail until the 
wind be favourable. . This fouth wind, whicli is 
completely againft us, has blown fo long,, that 
the failors fay they have never feen it fo conilant 
in one point as it has been for thefe two months/ 
< Conftable/ faid the king, ^ on my faith, I 
have been on board my Ihip. I like the fea much> 
and I believe I ihall be a good failor, for I was 
not in the leaft fick.' ' In the name of God,' an- 
fwered the conftable, * it was not fo with me, for 
we were in great danger in our voyage from 
Brittany hither.* The king would know how^ 
and in what manner, which the confiaUe re- 
lated to him, adding, ^ By ill fortune and the 
fiorm which blew from the Englifli coaft, we have 
loft our men and vdfds, for which I am exceed* 
ingly forry ; and if I could make up their lofs I 
would, but at this moment it is not poffible/ 
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CHAP. XVI. 

iPitE LORD DE GUISTELLES APPEASES AN INSUR* 
RECTION OF THE MEN OF BRUGES AGAINST 
THE FRENCtt.-^THE INVASION OF ENGLAND 
IS GIVEN UP, ON ACCOUNT OF CONTRARY 
WINDS, THE NEAR APPROACH OF WINTER, 
AND IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ADVICE OF 
THE DUKE OF BERRY, WHICH CAUSES GREAT 
REJOICINGS IN ENGLAND. 

\^ rHILE the king of France and his con* 
V y ftable were thus converfing and arranging 
different matters, winter was begun, and the 
lords and army lay expofed to the cold, and to 
fome danger ; for the Flemings wiftied them 
^Way, more efpeciaiiy the lower forts. They 
faid, when among themfeived, * Why the devil 
does not the king free us from them, by paffing 
over to England ? Are we not fufficiently poor 
without thdb Frenchmen adding to it?' Others 
anfwelred, * You will not fee them crofs over 
this year. They think they (hall inftantly con- 
quer England; but it will not be fo: it is not fo 
eafy a matter, for the Englifh are made of other 
ftutf than the Frenoh. What can they do to 
England? When the Englifli invaded France, 
they fhut themfelves up in their caftles and 
ftrong towns, and fled before them like larks be^ 
fore a fparrow-hawk.' 

It was more partifcularly in Bruges, where the 
greater refort of the French was, that the difcou- 
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tents were the highcft 5 anci the finalleft trifle 
was fnfficient to fet them by the ears. At length 
it became ferious, and was begun by a few 
French varlets, who had beaten and wounded 
fome of the Remings: the artificers then rofe, 
and, having armed themfelyes,-afrembled in the 
market-place. Not one French knight or fquire 
would have efcaped death ; for many of the Flem- 
ings had not forgotten the battle of Rofebecque^ 
and were eager to revenge themfelves for their 
fathers, brothers or friends who had been there 
flain , but God, providentially for the French, 
fent thither the lord de Guiftelles. 

When he learnt that the common people were 
arming themfelves, and that others were runnings 
to their houfes to do the fame, he faw the town 
would be mfallibiy ruined : he therefore mounted 
his horfe, attended by no more than four or five 
others, and rode up and down the ftreets ; and, 
whefnever he met any of the townfinen armed 
going toward^ the market-place, he faid tothem, 
— * My good people, what are you about ? whi- 
ther are you going ? Would you ruin yourfelves ? 
have you not had enough of war? are yxm not 
every day prevented from following your trades^^ 
You may fo act as to caufe the complete de- 
ftruction of Bruges; for do you not know that 
the king of France is now in the neighbourhood 
with his whole army?' 

Thus did the lord de Guiftelles by his kind 
fpeeches calm them, and make them return to 
their homes;, but this would not have been fo 

eafily 
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eafily done, had he not fortunately been in 
Bruges, The barons and knights of France were 
fo much alarmed, they had (hut themfelves up 
in their quarters, to wait the event. 

On the arrival of the duke of Berry at Sluys, 
the king faid to him, — ' Ha, ha, fair uncle, 
thougli I was fo anxious to fee you, you have 
been long in coming: why have you made fuch 
delay, when we ought to have been at this mo- 
ment in England, where we (hould have com- 
bated our enemies?' 

The duke laughed and made his excufes for 
the delay, but did not at firft deliver his real fen- 
timents: he wifhed to examine the ftate of tlie 
purveyances and the fleet, which made fo beau- 
tiful a ihow in the road that it was delightful to 
fee it. He had been at Shiys for more than feven 
days, and it was daily rumoured they were to 
fail on tlie morrow; but in truth the wind was 
quite contrary to failing for England. As it was 
now St. Andrew's tide, the weather was hazyj 
and you may judge if this were a fit feafon for 
fo many noble perfons to put to fea as were now 
waiting to embark at Sluys, whofe ftores and 
provifion were on board. 

Some of the young princes of the blood-royal, 
wjth a defire to difplay their courage, had indeed 
made a few crnifes near the harbour, faying, that 
they wouUI be the firft to land in England, fliould 
noneothers venture thither. In this number were 
fir Robert and fir Philip d'Artois, fir Henry de 
Bar, fit Peter de Navarre, fir Peter d'Albreth, fir 
X 2 Bernard 
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Bernard d'Anna^nac, with many more. Thefe 
young lords, having once begun> were fo impa^ 
tient to iail in earned^ that a council was held, in 
the prefence of the kiug, to determine how they 
(hpuld proceed- The duke of Berry broke iip the 
whole; and gave fuch well-grounded reafons, that 
.the greater part of thofe who were the moft for- 
ward to embark were difcouraged; and faid it 
would be folly and madnefs to advife the king, 
who was then but a child, to put to fea in fuch 
weather, and to make war on a people and coun- 
try> whofe roads no one was acquainted with, and 
a country which was likewife difadvantageous for 
warlike exploits. * Now, fuppofe,* faid the duke 
of Berry, * we were alh landed in England, we 
cannot fight the Englifli unlefs they like it, and 
we dare not leave our purvej-ances behind, for 
whoever ihould do fo would lofe the whole. But 
if any one wiftied to make this voyage, though 
of no great length, he would do it in the middle 
of fummer, and not in the heart of winter. Sum- 
mon all the failors who are here, and they will 
tell you that what I fay is true ; and that, not- 
withftanding the very numerous fleet we have col- 
lected, (hould we put to fea, of the fifteen hun- 
dred fail, there would never be three hundred 
together, or within fight. Now, confider what 
rifks we may run ; but I do not fay this out*of 
any defire to be excufed from being of the party 
myfelf, but folely as I believe it found fenfe, and 
that the council, and the majority of France* are 
of my way of thinking. I am willing, brother of 
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Burgundy, that you and I undertake this expe- 
dition, but I will never advife tlie king to do fo; 
for, ihotild any accident happen to him, the- 
whale blame would be U»id on us for having cDn-' 
fented to it.' ' In God's: nanie,' rephed the king 
ci'Fraince, 'I am refolded tp go, ih6)Uld no'dne 
follow me.' The lords langliec), aiid faid- the king*' 
lias a ftroTig inclination to embaprfc. f 

It was determined in this cmincii, that tht in-" 
vafion fhoiild be dofen-ed to April oP May; and- 
thaS what 'ftores could be yreihrvdiiji fUeh aff' 
bifcuit, falted meat and. wine, lhuDkll',be:puf in 
warehouies: and regukitianfii were made for tb*' 
men at arms to return to Siajs in the montilT'of' 
March. I ''.■■>r ■ 

All this was foon known; and thug wasthfll - 
grand expedition broken up, which had coii 
Franceone hmidred thoufand fraacK,thirty times'" 
told. The council had ordered that the king: 
fliould return to France, and the dilfferent lords* 
to tlrtir homes; that all tilings fhould remain oit: 
the fame, footing on which they thew refted DntSt' 
the fpriiig, when fiv«ry one ihould be (wepared 
to obey the king's fummous, and commence)" 
their voyage itndier liiore foitonate aufpices than 
at this moment. 

It would have furprifed' any tifte ta have feen 
the rage of the knights and ft} ui res on hearing' 
thefe orders: more efpecially thofe who bad ccimtf' 
from diftant parts, and h^ expended alt their 
money, in the hope of amply repaying them- 
felres in England. Among them were the count 
de Savoya, 
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*de Savoye, the count d'Armagnac, the count 
dauphin d'Auvergne, and a hundred great ba- 
ronsj who departed much difcontented at not 
having feen England. The king was equally 
vexed, but he could not amend it. 

The army now feparated, fome pleafed and 
others angry; but the fervants of the principal 
lords ftaid behind, for the benefit of their mafiers, 
and to fell off their ftores : in this, great lofles 
accrued ; for what had coft one hundred francs 
was difpofed of for ten, and even under. The 
count dauphin d*Auvergne affured me on his 
fiuth, that for his ftores, which had coft him ten 
thouiand firancs, he did not receive one thonfand 
when refold : his fervants, like thofe of others, 
fufiered every thing to go to ruin. 

' When news of this reached England, thofe who 
were afraid of the French coming were greatly re* 
joiced 5 while others were forry, for they expected 
to have made tlianfelves rich from them. A 
grand feaft was giT^i in the city of London to all 
who had been appointed to guard thediffisrenthar- 
bours. The king kept his Chrifhnas, in a folemn 
manner, at Weftnunfler, and there created three 
d|ikc$; firfV, the eari of Cambridge, duke of 
York; his brother, the earl of Buckingham, duke 
t)i GloucofVer; the earl of Oxford, duke of Ire- 
land » rhcfe feafls were long and magnificently 
iHMifiiuuHl. and the people <rf^ England thought 
1 hry Imd ofoa{>ed from great danger; but others, 
\H ho h^d not the fame alanns^ fiud, that the army 
mA AAvyi which hid been fo pompoufly col^ 

lected 
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lected at Sluys, were only to frighten England^ 
and4brce the duke of Lancafter to return from 
Galicia^ where he was conquering towns and 
caftles at his pleafure. 



CHAP. XVIL 



TWO CHAMPIONS TILT AT tARIS, FOR UPE OR 

DEATH. 

4 

A BOUT this period, there was niuch conyer- 
•^^ fation in France refpecting a duel which 
was to be fought, for life or death, at Paris. It 
had been thus ordered by the parliament of Paris, 
where the caufe, which had lafted a year, had 
been tried, between a fquire called Jame^ le 
Gris and John de Carogne, both of them of th© 
houfehold of Peter count d'Alen^on, and efteem- 
fed by him 3 but more particularly James le Gris, 
whom he loved above aH others, and placed his 
whole confidence in Jiim. As this duel made fo 
great a noife, many from diflant parts, on hear* 
ing of it, came to Paris to be fpectators. 1 will 
relate the caufe, as I was then informed. 

It chanced that fir John de Carogne took it into 
his head he fliould gain glory if he undertook^ a 
voyage to the Holy Land, having long had an in- 
clination to go thither. He took leave of his lord, 
the count d'Alen9on, and of his wife, who was 
then a young and handfome lady, and left lier in 
his caftle, called Argenteil, on the borders of 
Perche, and began his journey towards the fea- 
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fide. The lady remained, « with her houfehoUy 
in this cdftle, living in the moft decent manner. 
Now it happened (t^is is the matter of quarrel )= 
that the devil, by divers and perverfe temptations^^ 
entered the body of James le Gris, and induced 
him to ^commit a crime, for which he afterwards 
paid. 

He caft his thoughts on the lady of fir John 
de Carogne, whom he^ knew to be rdfiding with 
her attendants, at the caftle of Argenteil, One 
day, therefore, he fet out, mounted on tl^e ftneft 
horfe of the count, and arrived, full gallop y at 
Argenteil, where, he difmounted. The fervants. 
made a handfome entertainment for him, becaufe 
they knew he was a particular friend, and attach- 
ed to the fame lord as their mafter; and the lady,/ 
thinking no ill, received him with pleafure, led 
him to her apartment, and fliewed him many of 
her works. Jamies, fully intent to accomplifti his 
wickednefs, begged of her to conduct him to the 
dungeon, for that his vifit was partly to examine 
it. The lady inftantly complied, and led him 
thither; for, as fhehad the utmoft confidence in 
his honour, flie was not accompanied by valet 
or chambermaid. As foon as they had entered 
the dungeon, James le Gris faftened the door- 
unnotice4 by the lady, who was before him, 
thinking it might have been the wind,^ as he gave, 
her to underftand. 

When they were thus alone, James embraced 
her, and difcovered what his intentions wer^ ; the 
lady was much aftoniflied, and would willingly 

have 
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have cfcaped had (he been able, but the door was 
faftenedj and James, who wasafti-ong man, held 
her tight in his arms, and flung her down on the 
floor, and had liis will of her. Immediately af- 
terward, he opened the door of the dungeon, and 
made himfelf ready to depart. The lady, exaf- 
perated with rage at what had pafled, remained 
filent, in tears; but, on his departure, ihefaidto 
him, — * Jemmy, Jemmy, you have not done well 
in thus deflowering me: the blame, however, 
ihalt not be mine, but the whole be laid on you, 
if it pleafe God my hufband ever return.' 

James mounted his horfe, and, quitting the 
caftle, haftened back to hislord, the count d'.Men- 
5on, in time to attend his rifing at nine o'clock : 
he had been feen in the hotel of the count at four 
o'clock that morning. 1 am thus particular, be- 
caufe all thel'ecircumflances were inquired into, 
and examined by the commiffionersof the parlia- 
ment, when the canfe was before them. 

The lady de Carogne, on the day this unfortu- 
nate event befel her, remained in her caftle, and 
palTed it off as well as (he could, without men- 
tioning one word of it to either chambermaid or 
valet, for (he thought by making it public (lie 
would have more (hame than honour; but (he 
retained in her memory the day and hour James 
le Gris had come to the caftle. 

The lord de Carogne returned from his voyage, 
and was joyfully received by his lady and houfe- 
hold, who feafted him well. When nightcame, 
fir John went to bed» but his lady excufed her- 

felf-. 
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llrff J and, on his kindly preffing her to come to 
him, flie walked very penfively up and down the 
chamber. At laft, when the houfehold were in 
bed, fhe flung herfelfon her knees at his bedfide, 
SM^d bitterly bewailed the infult (he had fuffered. 
The knight would not beli^jve it could have hap- 
pened ; but at length, (he urged it fo ftrongly, he 
did believe her, and faid, — * Certainly, lady, if the 
matter has paffed as you fay, I forgive you, but 
the fquire (hall die; and I {hall confultyour and 
my relations on the fubject : fliould you have told 
me a falfehood, never more Ihall you live with 
me.' The lady again and again aflured him, that 
what (he had faid was the pure truth. 

On the morrow, the knight font fpecial meffen- 
gers with letters to his friends and neareft relations^ 
of his wife, defiring them to come inftantly to 
Argenteil, fo that in a few days they were all at 
bis caftle. When they were affembled, he led 
them into an apartment, and told them the rea- 
fons of his fending for them, and made his lady 
relate moft minutely every thing that had pafled 
during his abfence. When they had recovered 
their aftoniftiment, he afked their advice how to 
act : they faid, he fliould wait on his lord, the 
count d'Alen^on, and tell him the fact. This he 
did; but the count, who much loved James le 
Gris, diflbelieved it, and appointed a day for the 
parties to come before him, and defired the^ lady 
might attend to give her evidence againft the 
man whom (he thus accufed. . 

She attended as defired> accompanied by % 
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I ,^eat number of her relations ; and the examina- 
I 'Cions and pleadings were carried on before the 
I «;ount to a great length. James le Gris boldly 
[ ••lienied the charge, declared it was falfe, and 
' ^vondered much how lie could have incurred fuch 
:»nortal haired from the lady. He proved by the 
\ lionfehold of the count, that he had been feen 
I' in the caftle at four o'clock in tiie morning; the 
I <:ount faidj that he was In his bed-chamber at 
I. nine o'clock, and that itM'as quite impoffible for 
\ anyone to have ridden three and twenty leagues 
I and back again, and <lo what he was charged 
I "with, in four iiours and a half. The count told 
f the lady he would fupport his fquire, and that 
f ihe mull have dreamed it. He conmuuid- 
[ ed, that henceforward all fliould be buried in 
f oblivion, and, under pain of incurring his dif- 
pleafure, nothing farther done in the bufinefs. 

The knight, being a man of courage, and be- 
lieving what his wife had told him, would not 
Tubmit to this, but went to P;iris and appealed 
to the parharaent. The parliament fummoned 
James le Gris, who replied, and gave pledges to 
obey whatever judgment tlie parliament lliould 
give. The caufe lafted upwards of a year, and 
they could not any way compromife it, for the 
Inight was pofitive, from his wife's information, 
of the fact, and declared, that fince it was now 
£b public, he would purfue it until death. The 
count d'Alenfon, far this, conceived a great 
•hatred againft the knight, and would have had 
him put to death, had he not have placed him- 
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felf under the fafe^darcl of the p^rHaafMAt. 1% 
was long pleaded^ ai^d the parfi^rttl^nt dt Iuft^ 
becaufe they conid not product othe# evidence 
than heffelf againft Jamc^ te Grk, judged it 
fhould be decided in the tilt-yard, hf A duel fot 
life or death. The knight, the fquire and th^ 
lady were inftantly put under arreft until the dtty 
of this mortal combat, which, by order of paf-» 
liament, was fixed for the enfuilig Monday, itf 
the year 1387 ; at which time the king of France 
and his barons were at Sluys, intdndtng to in- 
Tade England. 

The king, on hearing of this duel, declared he 
would be prefent at it. The dukc^ of Berry ^ 
Burgundy, Bourbon, and the conftabl^ of Frltnc^^ 
being alfo defirous of feeing it, agreed it,wai9 
proper he fhould be there. The king, in confe- 
quence, fent orders to Paris to prolong the day 
of the duel, for that he would be prefent. This 
order was punctually obeyed, and <he king and 
his lords departed for France. The king kept the 
feaft of the Calends at Arras, eind the duke 6f 
Burgundy at Lille. In the mean time, the men- 
at arms made for their different homes, as had 
been ordered by the marfhals ; but the principal 
chiefs went to Paris, to witnefs the combat. 

When the king of France was returned W 
Paris, lifls were made for the champions in the^ 
place of St. Catherine, behind theTtfmple; and 
the lords had erected, on one fide, fcaffolds, the 
better to fee the fight. The crowd of people was 
wonderful. The two champions entered the lifts 

armed 
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armed at all pointed and eacb was feated in a chair 
oppofite the other : the couut de St. Pol directed 
fir Joh n de Carogne, and the retainers of the 
count d'Alen^on James le Gris. On the knight 
entering the field, he went to his>lady, who was 
covered with black and feated on a chair, and 
faid, — * Lady, from your accufs^tion, and in your 
quarrel, am I thus adventuring my life to com- 
bat James le Gris : you know whether my eaufe 
be loyal and true.* * My lord,' (he replied, * it 
is fo; and you may fight fecurely, for your caufe 
is good.' 

The lady remained feated, making fervent 
prayers to God and the virgin,entreating humbly, 
that through her grace and interceffion, (he might 
gain the victory according to her right. Her 
affliction was great, far het life depended on- the 
event; and, should her hufband lofe the victory, 
she would have been burnt, and he would have 
been hanged. I am ignorant, for I never bad any 
converfation with her or the knight, whether she 
had not frequently repented of having pushed mat- 
ters fo far as to place herfelf apd hufband in fuch 
peril ; but it was now too late, and she muft abide 
the event. The two champions were then ad- 
vanced, and placed oppofite to each other; when 
they mounted their horfes, and made a handfome 
appearance, for they were both expert men at 
arms. They ran their firfl; courfe without hurt to 
either. After the tilting, they difmounted, and 
made ready to continue the fight. They behaved 
with courage; but fir John de Carogne was, at 

the 
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the firft onfet wounded in the thigh, which 
alarmed all his friends: notwithftanding this, he 
fought fo defperately that he ftruck down his 
adverfary^ and, thrufting his fword through the 
body, caufed his inftant death; when hfe demand- 
ed of the fpectators, if he had done his duty : they 
replied, that He had. The body of James le Gris 
was delivered to the hangman, who dragged it 
to Montfaucon, and there hanged it. 

Sir John de Carogne approached the king, and 
fell on his knees : the king made him rife, and 
ordered one thoufand francs to be paid him that 
very day: he alfo retained him of his houfehold 
with a penfion of two hundred livres a-year, 
which he received as long as he lived. Sir John, 
after thanking th^ king and his lords, went to his 
lady and kiffed her: they went together to make 
their offering in the church of n6tre Dame, and 
then returned to their home. 

Sir John de Carogne did not remain long after 
in France, but fet off, in company with the lord 
Boucicaut, fir John des Bordes and fir Lewis 
Grat, to vifit the holy fepulchre, Ofiid the fultan 
of the Turks, whofe fame was much talked of in 
France. Sir Robinet de Boulogne viras alfo with 
him: he was fquire of honour to the king of 
France, and had travelled miich over the world. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



THE DEATH OF PETER KING OP ARRAGON. — 
HIS SUCCESSOR, KING JOHN, DETAINS PRI- 
SONER THE ARCHBISHOP OF BORDEAUX, WHO 
WAS NEGOTIATING, FOR THE DUKE OF LAN- 
CASTER, THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN SUMS 
WHICH HE CLAIMED AS DUE TO HIM FROM 
ARRAGON. 

ABOUT Candlemas of this year (1387), king 
Pcterof Arragonlayon hisdeath-bed. When 
he found there were no hopes of his recovery, he 
fent for his two fons, John and Martin*, to whom 
he faid, — • My fair children, I leave you well 
eflablifhcd, and the affairs of my kingdom pro- 
perly arranged. Live peaceably and lovingly and 
you will gain honour and renown. With regard 
to ecclefiailical matters, for my confcience fake 
and greater fafety, I have always been neuter : 
do you do tlie fame, until the knowledge, which 
pope is the true one, Ihall be more apparent.' 

His two fons dutifully replied, that they would 
do fo, and punctually obey whatever he Ihould 



* Martin wag king of Sicily, and on the deatli of John, 
killed by a fall from his horse in pursuing an enormous wolf, 
Aicceeded ta the crown of Arragon. John did not follow his 
falhtt's counfeU with refpcct to ihe difputed liara, but ac- 
knowledyed Cleraeut VII.— .ii de V,n)er la Datta. 
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order. The king died soon after. He was a 
valiant man in his time, and had confiderably 
added to the crown of Arragon by the conqueft 
of Majorca, which he kept. He was buried in 
the city of Barcelona, and there lies. 

When the death of the king of Arragon was 
known at Avignon, the pope and cardinals in- 
ilantly ferit oflf letters to the king of France, his 
uncles, and to the duke and duchefs of Bar, who 
"were his fupporters and parents to the young 
queen of Arragon, the lady Jolante*, and to the 
queen herfelf, and were fo bufy, that the whole 
court of Arragon acknowledged him as pope. 
The duke and duchefs of Bar wrote preffing let- 
ters to their daughter, as did the king of France^ 
the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, wh6 fent a 
cardinal as ambaffador, to inflruct the new king, 
his brother, and fubjects. The cardinal, with 
the affiilance of the queen, who paid too much 
attention to what her relations had urged, gained 
over the king, who had before determined to fol- 
low the exdmple of his father in preferving a 
neutrality, and the whole kingdom to the obe- 
dience of pope Clement. 

At the tiiiie of the late king of Arragon's deaths 
the archbifhop of Bordeaux was at Barcelona. He 
had been fent thither by the duke of Lancafter, 
and I will explain the caufe of his journey. The 
late prince of Wales (who, though only duke of 
Aquitaine, was much feared by his neighbours. 



*»■■ ■•■■< 



* Thelady Jolante was hn fecond wife. He was fiift mar- 
ad to Jine, dftttghUJr of John count d'Armagnac 
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the kings of France^ Arragon, Gaftille aiidNft<» 
varre^ and even bj the king of the Saracens^ 
who had heard of his great proweis and re- 
nown) had entered into a treaty with the king 
of Arragon, which had been fwom to, and 
fealed by each party, as well as by the king of 
£nglaad, that neither the prince nor the king 
of England, nor their fucceffors, would ever 
wage war againft Arragon, fo long as the king 
of Arragon and his heirs Ihould ferve the lord 
of Aquitaine with five hundred fpears, againft 
any enemy with whom he was at war; and 
that, if he chofe not to fend his men, he bound 
bimfelf to pay a certain fum of pioney^ 

Ten years of arrears were now due from Ar* 
ragon : for the king had never paid any thing, 
nor done any fervice to the king of England 
nor to hiei deputies. When the duke of Lan- 
cafter left England, he brought with him letters- 
patent, fealed with the great feal of the realm» 
in the prefence of the king and his counpil, apr 
pointing him lieutenant, for the king^ oy^r all 
the countries of Bordeaux, Bayonne and Aqui- 
taine, giving him regal power to demand what- 
ever might be owing from Arragon, and front 
all other parts dependant or allied to England. 
They alfo gave the duke power to retain, for his 
own ufe, whatever fums might be due, and to 
give receipts, which would be acknowledged as 
legal . 

While the duke was at Sant Jago, he be- 
thought himfelf of the king of Arragon, and 
that he was indebted to him a very large fum 

Vou VXII. K ^^ 
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of mm^Mr hy virtue of his commiffion^ and thai 
it wwM come now^ witb otber aids^ very op^ 
portonely, to c^rry on his war againft CaftHle. 

DnriBg kis tefidence at Sant Jago^ he fent 
Ame of his council to Bordeaux^ to 1^ arch- 
bifliop) and fir John Harpedon^ the ftn^chal, 
9Pdering one or both of them to fet out lor Ar- 
nf^m, and remonftrate ftrongly with the long, 
on ^e large fnms he had long owed the king of 
England, as duke of Aquitaine. 

The archbifliop and fen^fehal^ having weighed 
tiiEe orders from the duke, thought it beft for Hna 
ftn^fchal to remain at Bordeaux, and the an^ 
biihop to undertake the embafly. He therelbve 
let out, but arrived in Arragon, mUiickily^ 
when the king was on his death-bed. Wheft 
he wasdeceafed, the archbilhop followed the 
princes and council of Arragon to the interment 
at Barcelona, and then remonftrated fo ftrongly^ 
as it feemed to the council, that he waB cht- 
dered to prifon : though not clofely confined^ 
he was forbidden to leave the city^ of Barce* 
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THE DUKE OF LANCASTER MAKES WAR ON AR- 
RAGON. — THE ARCHBISHOP OF BORDEAUX IS 
RELEASED. — THE VISCOUNTESS OF CASTEL- 
BON, SUSPECTED OF HAVING ADMITTED THE 
ENGLISH INTO HER CASTLE, APPEASES THE 
KING OF ARRAGON, THROUGH THE INTERFE- 
RENCE OF THE COUNT DE FOTX. 

WHEN news was brought to Bordeaux of 
the imprifonmciit of the archbifliop, the 
f6nefchal faid, — 'I am not furprifed at it: the 
archbilhop is too hot-headed. I believe it ' 
would have been better had I gone thither: I 
ihould have fpoken more calmly; and there is 
a method of urging claims fuited to different 
perfons.' The fenfefchal fent information of 
what had happened to the duke of Lancafter, . 
who was very wroth with tlie king of Arragon 
and his council, for having imprifoned fuch a 
perfon as the ai'chbilhop of Bordeaux, when 
negotiating his bufinefs. 

The duke wrote orders for the garrifon of 
Lourde inftantly to invade Arragon, and attack,. 
Barcelona, where the archbiftiop was confined. 
The governor, John de Beam, who ftiled him- 
felf fenefchal of Bigorre, Peter d'Anchin, Er- 
nautton de Reften, Einaulton de Sainte Co- 
lombe, and the whole garrifon, were much de- 
lighted with thefe orders, and OTreixaix\.\veV.\n^- 
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dom of Arragon as far as Barcelona^ fo that no 
merchants dared venture without its walls. 
In addition to this mifchief, the principal toVns 
of Arragon would not confent to the king*» 

' wifties, of being crowned, unlefs he would firft 
promife, and folemnly fwear, that no taxes, 
pay for foldiers, or other impofitions, fhould be 
raifed in the country ; and unlefs he would en- 
gage for a compliance with other demands, 
which the king and his council thought very 
unreafonable and unjuft. He threatened to 

. make war upon them, more particularly on 
thofe of Barcelona, who he faid were too rich 
and prefumptuous. . ^ 

There was, at this period, in Languedoc, on 
the borders of Rouergue and Auvergne, towards 
Pefenas and Ufes, a band of armed men, who 
called themfelves Routes, that were daily mul- 
tiplying to do evil. Four men at arms were 
their leaders, who made war on every man they 
met on horfeback, caring not whom. Their 
names were, Peter de Montfaiicon, GeoflFry 
Challelier, Hainge de Sorge and le Goulet, 
Tbefe had under them full four hundred com- 
batants, who ruined all the country wherever 
they haunted. They were mightily rejoiced 
when they heard of the archbifhop of Bor- 
deaux'^i imprifonment, of the duke of Lancafier's 
fluking war on the Arragonians, and that the 
king of Arragon was diifatisfied with his fub-- 
jects, in the principal towns; for fuch people 
always love mifchiet^ in preference to good. 
They therefore refolved to march towards the 

itowtvers 
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frontiers of Arragon an(l furprife fome fort, 
which th6 king or principal town^ would nego- 
tiate with them to regain. They fet out, and 
made for the caftle of Duren *, which they had 
planned^ to furprife. This caftle is 'in the arch- 
biflioprick of Narbonne, between France and 
Arragon, and fituated precifely on the limits 
of the two kingdoms. 

They arrived there by night-fall undifcovered, 
and, finding it weakly guarded, foon conquered 
it, to the great difmay of all the country, ef- 
pecially of Perpignan, which is but four leagues 
diftant from this caftle. * 

The garrifon from Lourde, this fame week, 
captured likewife a caftle in Arragon, four 
leagues froni Barcelona, called the old caftle of 
Rolbais, belonging to the vifcountefs of Caft<?f- - 
bon, coiriin-german to the count de Foix. Tbe 
lady was much furprifed at this event, -^nd 
went to her coufin, the eount de Foix, to beg, 
for God's fake, he would get her caftle re- 
ftored to her; for thofe who had won it were 
from his country of Beam. The count, in his 
anfwer, defired her not to be alarmed ; for that 
her caftle had been taken folely t6 harrafs Bar- 
celona from thence, as the archbishop of Bor- 
deaux was in confinement there for a trifling 
caufcj and that she fhould have it again. un- 
damaged. The lady was fatisfied with this an- 
fwer, but kept it fecret, and went to refide at 
another caftle, near Roquebertin. 

» Dureo. QU if npt Ihirbap, 
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Thofe of Dureni HolbaiB^ and the garrifea 
{rem Lourde^ kept up a fevere warfare on t^ 
borders of Arragon. The king, indeed) winked 
^% this, that the towns might be punished, but 
their difcontents increafed ; for thofe of Barce- 
lona! Perpignan and othejr towns, could not 
carry on their commerce without being made 
prifoners, and ranfomed. They determined to 
fet the archbishop of Bordeaux at liberty, but, as^ 
was right, to confult firll the king on the fub* 
jact. They, in confcquence, negotiated pri- 
vately with don Martin, the king*s brother, 
who was very popular in the country, that ke 
"^ould interfere between them and the king, 
and obtain peace with thofe of Lourde and Rol- 
bais. In order to encourage theit loyalty, he 
engaged to do what they defired, and prevailed 
on his brother to gire the archbishop hi^libcrtyn 
and fend him back to the Bordelois. 

Shortly afterward, by the count de Foix's. ex- 
ertions, the vifcountefs recovered her cafil^ 
and thofe who had captured it departed,, in- re<* 
turn for the fervice the count had done to th^ 
duke of Lancafter in the cpurfe of this yeai!. 
The king of Arragon, feeing the vifcountefs &t 
quickly regain her ca^le^ fent for her^ andji 
when in, his prefence, charged her with having 
admitted the Engliih into her caiUe to make 
war on him, for which she had been very crimi-r 
nal. The lady clearly exculpated herfelf, fay* 
^^g> — * My lord, as God may help me ajEid 
mine^ and by the faith I owe you, when I 
heard of my caftl^ being taken, I had never 

any 
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any connection, nor entered into any treaty 
with the Englifh. I inftantly informed my cou- 
iin the count de Foix of it, and begged of him, 
for God's fake, to aid me to recover my cafUe^ 
fts it had been taken by the * gscrrifoh ttkAA 
Lourde, who are his fubjects and from JKaiihfi. 
The count fent me word not to alarm ihyfelf, 
for that thofe who had conquered it had ohly 
borrowed it, to make a more effectual wadiMre 
on Barcelona.' The king replied, * If you cin 
prove this anfwer from the count de Feix, I 
will reftore your caftle/ * That I can eafily do/ 
anfwered the lady. She informed the count, 
who at that time redded at Orth^s^ in Beam,^ 
of this converfatioh, and entreated he would 
fatisfy the king of Arragon. The count fent 
letters to the king of Arragon by one of his 
knights, called fir Cicart de Saurelin, to re- 
queft he would hold his coufin excufed, and al- 
low her to pofTefs her lands in peace, other- 
wife it would difpleafe him. The king of Ar- 
ragon acceded to this requeft, and, having lyeU 
entertained the knight, faid to him, ' The 
vifcountefs has acted prudently, in thus having 
her coufin the count de Foix, make excufes for 
her.* 
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chap: XX. 

JjaOSE COMPANIONS WHO JIAD CONQUERED DtJ- 
REN ARE DEFEATED AND SLAIN, BY A STRA- 
TAGEM OF RAYItfOND DE BACHEZ, COUSIN 
TO THE KING OF ABRAGON, 

THUS affairs remained: the vifcountefs de 
Caftelbon had quiet poffeffion of her caftle ; 
but the merchants were not the lefs harraffed by 
the garrifon who had come from Lourde. Thpfe 
of Barcelona and its neighbourhood were fre- 
quently pillaged and made prifpners by them," 
unlefs they had entered into a treaty and paid 
"Cbmpofition-tnoney for their fafety. ' Thefe com- 
poiitions extended over many parts of Catalonia! 
andArmgon; and the garrifon of Diirenwas de- 
firous of adopting the fame plan, which they 
would have executed, or perhaps worfb, had they 
riot been checked. They had done more mifchief 
to the country than thofe of Lourde; for they 
i«rere ' poorer, and made no diftinction whom 
they attacked, whether officers of the king 
and queen or merchants. The king 'at laigth 
aifembled his council on this bufmefs; for the 
great towns murmured, and faid, that the king, 
who ought to have deftroyed fuch Wretches, 
fuppprted them. Thefe and fuch defcription of 
fpeeches, when told to the young king, gave him 
miich uneafmefs, and he was vexed that his fub- 
''icts should thus talk of him refpecting Duren, 
^aufe the crown of his father, who had been 

' fo 
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fo greatly beloved, was but juft fallen to him^ 
He called to him a great baron of Arragon and 
hiscoufin, named fir Raymond de Bachez, and 
faid, ^ Sir Raymofid, ride towards Duren, and 
learn from thofe who have furprifed it what they 
want in my country, and tnake fome treaty 
with them, that you may get them out of it by 
fair or foul means/ The knight obeyed, and 
Tent a herald to the garrifon of Duren, to fay 
he wifhed to negotiate a treaty with them. 
When Montfaucon and the other captains learnt 
that fir Raymond de Bachez wanted to treat 
with them, they thought they fliould obtain 
^ large fum to deliver up the place, and faid to ' 
the herald, * Friend, tell your mafl;er, fir Ray- 
mond, from us, that he may fafely come here, 
for we will not do him any injury.' 

The herald returned with this anfwer to fir 
Raymond, at Perpignan, who infl;antly left the 
place, and on his arrival at Duren held a parley 
with them. He asked why they remained fo 
long on the borders of Arragon r they replied,' 
they Were waiting to join the army from France 
that was coming to the fupport of the king of 
Caftille. ^ Ha, my gentlemen,' faid fir Ray^ 
inond, ^ if you wait for that, you will flay here 
too long \ for the king of Arragon will not al- 
low you thus to plunder his country and its in- 
habitants.' 

They replied, ' that fince the king would not 
fuffer them to fupport themfelves, he mufl: pre- 
yent it, for live they would. If he wbuld ran^ 
fom the country, they would march away, but 
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not otherwife.' ' And what do you ask?* faid 
fir Raymond. * Sixty thoufand francs : we are 
lour of us^ and each muft have fifteen thoufand 
for his ihare/ ^ In God's name^* £ftid fir Ray* 
moiid> ^ that is money enough ; but I wiu re« 
port it to the king : it is better for him to pay 
you this fum, for the good of the country, thiem 
to allow your further pillaging/ He added this 
to keep tiiem in good humour, but thought the 
Contrary to what he had faid. On taking leave^ 
fir Raymond told them they might expect the 
ium they had asked, and perhaps more. He 
then returned to Perpignan, where the king 
was, and related to him all that had pafled. 
The king faid, — * You muft at all events free the 
country from them, and pay the thieves; if I 
could get hold of them, I would hang themall^ 
which is the only payment they deferve : but 
the place is fo ftrong, it will be difficult to draw 
them out of it.' 

* Sir,' replied fir Raymond, * I will manage it : 
only do not interfere.* * Well,' faid the king^ 
' do fo: I will not meddle further in the bufinefs; 
but £ee that the country be delivered from them.' 
Sir Raymond collected a body of men at armg^ 
to the amount of five hundred fpears, which he 
placed in ambufh, and gave the command of 
them to a fquire of Gaf^ony called Naudon 
Seighin, who was valiant and expert in arms. 

The ambufcade was about a ihort league firom 
Duren, and fir Raymond ordered^ that as foon as 
the garrifon fhould have pafied by, they fibioold 



f^ (m thentf and, if poffible, put ail to deafb* 
Sir .Rg-ymond wrote to the garrifon^ to defire they 
would mount their horfes and adrance to Per- 
pignan, malpng a fliow of attacking the plaee^ to 
alarm the inhabitants, otherwife hci (hould never 
l)^ able to raife their quota of the money he w^ 
t6 pay them. They wiere much ^plejafed to receive 
fuch intelligence, believing it true, and, mountr^ 
ing their horfes the fame day the ambufli was 
polled, rode for Perpignan, galloping up to the 
barriers. When they had done this, they began 
their retreat, thinking to return quietly home ; 
but they had fcarcely gone half way before they 
met Naudon Seighin and his troops, who in- 
ftantly charged them. They now perceived they 
had been tricked, ziad prepared to defend them- 
felvef.: tbey fought well during the time the com- 
bat lafted; but that was not long, for there were 
among them numbers of pillagers badly armed, 
who were foon defeated. 

Among the flain^ were, Geoffiry ChafteHer; 
Hainge de- Sorge^ Guyot Morefqwe, John W 
Geulant and many mone. Peter de Mojatfeuconi^ 
Amblardan de St. Juft and forty others, w^nre 
inade prifoners, and carried to Pecpignan, wheiie»4 
as they pafled the fireet$, the inbabitants cam« 
out of their houfes and hooted at them, at they, 
would have done at a wolf. Some were cqih 
fined in yards, others in prifon or in. pits. 

Xhe.diike of Berry, about thi? timfe, arrived at 
Camaflbne, from a vifit to pope Qement at Avig-r 

non. Having: them hear^ thajb Buren. was re- 
gained. 



140 

gained, and the garrifon flsun or 'made prifoners, 
he inftandy wrote to the king of Arragon, and- 
t# his confin Jolanie de Bar, to beg they would 
give up to him Peter de Mont&ucon and his com- 
panions. His reqneft was immediately complied 
witii, ^nd they were fent to the duke of Berry. 
They were indebted to him, or they would in- 
ftUibly Jiave aU been put to death. 



CHAP. XXI. 

AN ACHIE>'£MENT OF ARMS, PERFORMED BEFORE 
THE SENESCHAL OF BORDEAUX, BETWEEN A 
KNIGHT ATTACHED TO FRANCE AND ONE^AT- 
TACHED TO ENGLAND. 

AT this period, there was an achierement of 
anns performed by two knights at Bor- 
deaux, in the preJence of the lenefchal, fir John 
Harpedon, and other noUemen. Tbefe kni^ts 
wore the lord de la Roch^racault, fon to the 
fiftn^ of the captal de Buch, and fir William de 
Montferrant^ attached to the Englith intcreft. 
As this till was to be made before all the lords 
and ladies of Bordeaux, the count de Foix fent 
thither feme knisrhts of his bonfehold to advife 
and direct the lord de la Rochefoncault, iriio 
was the fon of his coofin, and likewife difl c iqti 
Ibfts of armoiir^ daggers, battle-axes, and fwoidi 

w«n 



141 

well tempered, although he had before properly 
provided himfelf with all things neceffary. 

Thefe knights armed tliemfelves on the ap- 
pointed day, and were attended by a numerous 
body of chivalry. The lord de la Rochefoucault 
was accompanied by two hundred knights and 
fquires, all connected with him by blood ; and 
fir William de Montferrant by as many, if not 
more. Among the number were, the lords de 
Rohan, de TEfparre, de Duras, de Mucident, de 
Landuras, de Curton, de Languran, de la Barde, 
de Tarbe, de Mont-croyat in Perigord, who had 
come from diijant parts becaufe he was their re- 
lation, and to be fpectators of the feats of arms 
of two fuch valiant knights. 

When they were mounted, and had their hel- 
mets laced on, their fpearsand fhields were given 
them. They inftantly ftuck fpurs into their horfes, 
and met each other full gallop, with fiich force, 
that the laces of the helmets burft afuhder, and 
their helmets were knocked off, fo that they 
paffed each other bare-lieaded, excepting the 
caps which were under the helmets. ^ On my 
faith,* the fpectators faid, ' they have gallantly 
performed their firft courfe.' The knights now 
had their armour fet to rights, and th^ir helmets 
laced again, when they performed their, fecond 
and third courfes with equal ability. In ihopt,, 
they behaved, in every attack, moft gallantly, and 
to the fatisfaction of all prefent. The fen^fchal, 
fir John Harpedon, entertained at fupper, that 

evening, all the lords and ladies in Bordeaux s 

and. 
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and, on the morrow, the Company departed, and 
went to their different homes. The lord d6 la 
Rochefoucault made preparations for his journey 
to Caftille ; for king John had fent to him^ and 
the time was drawing nigh for him to fet out. 
Sir William de Montferrant, when returned 
home, made alfo his preparations to crols the 
fea to Portugal ; for that king had, in like man- 
ner, written to him. 



CHAP. XXIL 

SIR OUVER DE CLISSOX DELREKS JOHN OF BLOIS, 
SON OF THE -LATE LORD CHARLES OF ELOIS, 
FROM HIS LONG IMPRISONMENT IN ENGLAND, 
AND GIVES HIM HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE, 
TO THE GREAT DISPLEASL^ILE OF THE DUKE OF 
RRirrANT. 

T N fiioh a grand and noble hifiorj as this, ci 
^ which I> fir John Froifliirt, am the author and 
continuator until this prefent moment, through 
the grace of God, and thai perfererance he Ins 
endowed me with^ as well as in length of jeus^ 
which have enabled me to witnefi abundance of 
the things that have pafled, it is not ngfat that I 
Jori^tl anv thin^. Durin!? the wars of BrittanVv 
the tw v^ Ions of the lord Charles de Hois {yrho, 
lor a Lnij^ time, tliled himl^tf duke ot BrittanTV 
in right of hi$ ladr^ Jane of BrittaDj, who 
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defcended in a direct line from the dukes of 
Brittany, as has been mentioned in this hiftory*) 
were fent to England as hoftages for their father, 
where they ftill remain in prifoii; for I have not 
as yet delivered them from it, nor from tlie power 
cf the king of England, wherein the lord Charley 
tad put them. 

You have before feenf how king Edward of 
England, to ftrengthen himfelf in his war with 
Prance, had formed an alliance with the earl of 
Montfort, whom he had aflifted, with advice and 
forces, to the utmoft of his ability, infomuch, 
that the earl had fucceeded to his vviOies, and 
was duke of Brittany. Had he not been thus 
fijpported, the lord Charles de Biois would have 
poflefl'ed feven parts of Brittany and the earl 
only five. 

You have read how, in the year 1347, there 
was a grand battle before la Roche-derrien, be- 
tween the forces of the countefs of Montfort, and 
of fir Thomas Hartwell and the lord Charles de 
Kois, in which the lord Charles was defeated, 
and carried prifoner to England. He was hand- 
ibmely entertained there; for that noble queen 
of England, the good Philippa, (who, in my 
youth, was my lady and miftrcfs) was, in a di- 
rect line, his coufin-german. She did every 
thing in her power to obtain his freedom, which 
the council were not willing to grant. Duke 
Henry of Lancafter, and the other barons of 

* Vol. i. chap. 15. t Iiicliap.69, an J the fallowing:, vol. i. 
England, 
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^England, declared ^ that he ought not to have hil 
liberty ; for he had too mighty connections, and 
that Philip, who called himfelf king of France, 
was his uncle: that, as long as they detained hini 
prifbner, their war in Brittany would be the bet- 
ter for it. Notwithftanding thefe remonftrances, 
king Edward, through the perfuafion of tljat no*- 
jble and good lady, his queen, agreed to his ran- 
fom, for two hundred thoufand nobles^ and hip 
two fons were to be given as hoftages for the payj- 
ment of this fum, which was very confiderable to 
the lord Charles, but would not nowbe fo, to a 
duke of Brittany. The lords of thofe days were 
differently fituated from wh^t they are at prefent, 
when greater refources are found, and they caA 
tax their people at their pleafure. It was not fo 
then, for they were forced to content themfelves 
with the amount of their landed eftates ; but now, 
the duchy of Brittany would eafily pay for the 
aid of its lord two hundred thoufand nobles with- 
in the year, or within two years at the fartheft. . 
Thus were the two young fons of the lord 
Charles de Blois given up as hoftages for the pay- 
ment of his ranfom. He had, afterward, in the 
profecution of his war in Brittany, fo much to 
pay his foldjers, and fupport his rank and ilate, 
that he could never, during his lifetime, redeem 
them. He was flain in the battle at Auray*, dcr 
fending his right, by the Englifli allies of the earl 
of Montfort, and by none others. His death, 

* Vol. iii. 
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however, did not put aA end to the war;. 
1|ut^ king ChaBrles of France^ ev^ fdaritig; the 
^Bfects of chance, when he faw the eltrl of Mont* 
fort was conquering all Brittany,. fufpect«d, 
fliould he wholly fucceed, that he would hold 
the duchy independent of paying him homage 
for it ; for he had already held it from the king 
of England, who had fo itreQUoufly affifled him 
in the war. He therefore negotiated with tke 
earl, which, having been already meiltioned^, 
I fliall pafs over here : but the earl remained 
duke of Brittany, on condition that his homage 
ihould be paid to his own right lord, the king 
of France. The duke was alfo bound, bv the 
articles of the treaty, to affift in the deliverance 
of his two coufins, fons of the lord Charles de 
Bk>is, who were prifoners to the king of Eng* 
land. In this, however, he never ftirred ; for 
he doubted, if they fliould return, whether they 
would not give him fome trouble, and whether 
Brittany, which was more inclined towards them' 
than to him, would not acknowledge them as 

its lord. 

For this reafon he neglected them, and they 
remained fo long prifoners in England, under 
the guard, atone time, of fir. Roger Beauchamp, 
a gallant and valiant knight, and his lady Sy- 
billa, at another under fir Thomas d'Ambreti* 
court, that the youngeft brother, Guy of Brittany, 
died. John of Brittany was now alone prifoner, 
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and frequaiitfj bewared his fittiation with won- 
der ^ for he was fprung from the nobleft blood ^ 
in the world, the advantages of which he^ had 
been long deprived of; for he had been thirty- 
five years in the power of his enemies, and, as 
he perceived no appearance of help coming to 
him from any quarter, he would rather have died 
than thus have exiiled. His relations and friends 
kept at a diflance, and the fum he was pledged 
for was lb great, that he could never have pro- 
cured it, without a miracle; for the duke of 
Anjou, in all his profperity, though the perfon 
who had married his fffter-german, by whom he 
had two fine fons, Lewis and Charles, nejer 
once thought of him. 

I will now relate how John of Brittany ob- 
tained his liberty. You have before read of the 
earl of* Buckingham's expedition, through 
France, to Brittany, whither the duke had fent 
for him, becaufe the country would not acknow^-- 
ledge him for its lord. The earl and his army 
remained the ^nfuing winter, m great diftfefs, 
before Nantes and Vannes, until the month of 
May, when he returned to England. 

During ihe time the earl of Buckingham was 
at Vannes, you may remember, there were fome 
tilts between knights and fquires of France and 
thofe of England, and that the confi;able of 
France was prefent. There was much conver- 
fation kept up by him and the Englifh knights ; 
• for he was acquainted with them all, from his 
childhood, having been educated in England. 
He behaved very politely to many of them, as 

men 
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men at arms ufually do, and the French and 
Eagliih in particular, to each other; but, at j 
this moment, he was the more attentive, as he 
had an object in view, which occupied all his I 
thoughts, and which he had only difclofed to a i 
fingle perfon, who was fquire of honour in his 
houfehold, and had ferved the lord Charles de 
Blois in the fame capacity. If the conflable had 
made it more public, he would not have fuc- 
ceeded as he did, through the mercy of God, 
and his own perfeverance. 

The conftable and duke of Brittany had for a 
long time hated each other, whatever outward 
appearances they might put on. The conftable 
was much hurt at the length of the imprifonment 
of John of Brittany, and at a time when he 
was rather on better terms with the duke, faid 
to him, — * My lord, why do not you exert 
yourfelf to deliver your coufin from his impri- 
fonment in England ? You are bound to do fo by 
treaty ; for when the nobles of Brittany, the ' 
prelates and the principal towns, with the arch- 
biftiop of Rheiras, fir John de Craon, and fir " 
Boucicaut, at that time marfhal of France, ne- 
gotiated with you for peace before Ciuimper < 
Corentin, you fwore you would do your utmoft 
to liberate your coufins John and Guy, and as 
yet you have never done any thing ; know, there- 
fore, that the country does not love you the 
more for it.' The duke difl'embled, and faid, 
; Hold your tongue, fir Oliver : where fliall I find 
the three or four hundred thoufand francs which 
are demanded for their liberty ?' ' My \qt4) ic- 
L 2 Y^\c^ 
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plied the conftable, ' if Brittany faw you w«re 
really in earneft to procure their freedom, the/ 
would not murmur at any tax or hearth-money 
that fhoiild be raifed to deliver thefe prifon^rs,' 
who will die in prifon unlefs God afiift them/. 
' Sir Oliver,' faid the duke, * my country of 
Bi^ittany fliall never be oppfeffed by fuch taxes. 
My coufins have great princes for their rela- 
tions; and the king of France or duke of Anjou 
ought to aid them, for they have always fup«> 
ported them againft me. When I fwore, indeed, 
to aid them in their deliverance, it was always 
my intention that the king of France and their 
other relations fliould find the money, and that 
I would join my entreaties.* The conftable 
could never obtain more from the duke. 

The conftable, therefore, when at thefe tourna- 
ments at Vannes, faw clearly that the earl of 
Buckingham and the Englifli barons and fquires 
were fi:reatlv dissatisfied with the duke of Brit- 
tany, for not having opened his towns to them, 
as he had promifed, when they left Engkiad* 
The Englilh near Henriebon and Vannes were 
in fuch diftrefs, that they frequently had not 
wherewithal to feed themfelves, and their horfes 
were d vincr throuirh famine : thev were forced to 
gather thilUcs, bruife them in a mortar, and 
make a pafte which they cooked. While they 
were thus fuftering, they faid ; ^ this duke of 
Brittany does not acquit himfelf loyally of hisr 
promifes to us, who have put him in poffi^cm 
of his duchy ; and, if we may be bdieved^ we 
ean as eafily take it firom him as we hare giTen 

it 
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it to him, by fetting at liberty his enemy^ John 
of Brittany, whom the country love in prefer- 
,ence. We cannot any way revenge ourfelves 
better, nor fooner make him lofe.the countrv* 

The conftable was well informed of all thefe 
murmurs and difcontents, which were no way 
difpleafing to him: on the contrary, for one 
murmur he wiflied there had been twelve; 
but he took no notice of it, and only fpoke of 
what he had heard to this fquire, whofename, I 
think was John Rolland. 

It happened that, fir John Charlton, governor 
iof' Cherbourg, came to chateau Joifelin, wliere 
the conftable refided, who entertained him and 
his company moft fplendidly; and to obtain 
their friendflbip, out of his fpeeial favour, ef- 
corted them himfelf until ,they were in fafety. 
During the time of dinner, the before-mention- 
ed fquire addreffed fir John Charlton, faying, 

* Sir John, you can, if you plea;fe, do roe a very 
great favour, which will coft you nothing/ 

* From friendfliip to the conftable,' replied fir 
John, * I wifli it may coft me fomething : what is 
ityouwifhme to do?' *Sir, replied he, Vthat 
I may have your paiTport to go to England, 
to my mafter John of .Brittany, whom I am 
more anxious to fee than anything in.the world/ 

* By my faith,* laid fir John, * it fliall not be 
my fault if you do not. On my returnjto Cher- 
bourg, I (hall crofs over to England : come .with 
me, therefore, and you fliall accompany me, 
and I will have you conducted to him, for 
your requeft cannot b^ refufed.' . * A thoufahd 
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thanks ; my lord^ I fhall ever remember your 
goodnefs/ 

The fquire returned, with fir John Charltant 
to Cherbourg ; when, having arranged his af- 
fairs, he embarked, and made flraight for Lon- 
don, attended by John RoUand, whom he had 
conducted to the caftle where John of Brittany 
was confined. John of Brittany did not, at 
firft, recollect him ; but he foon made himl!df 
known, and they had a long converfation, in 
which he told him, that if he would exert him- 
felf to procure his freedom, the confiable would 
make the greateft efforts to^fecond him. John 
x)f Brittany, defiring nothing more eagerly^ aflc- 
ed^ * By what means ?' * I will tell you, my lord : 
the conflable has a handfome daughter whom he 
wifhes to marry, and if you will promife and 
fwear, that on your return to Brittany you will 
marry her, he will obtain your liberty, as he 
has difcovered the means of doing it.' 

John of Brittany replied, * he would truly do 
fo ;* adding, * When you return to the confia- 
ble, aifurehim from me, that there is nothing I 
am not ready to do for my liberty, and that I 
accept of his daughter and will cheerfully marry 
her.' They had feveral other conveifations to- 
gether before the fquire left England and embark- 
ed for Brittany, where he related to the confta* 
ble all that had pafled. 

The conftable, eager to advance himfelf aad 
marry his daughter fo nobly, was not dilatory in 
fearching out means to obtain his end. He coii- 
ildered to whom he ihould addrefs himf^ in 

England J 
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£ngland ; and, had be not made choice of the 
«arl of Oxford, he would never hare fucceeded ; 
but, notwithftanding this nobleman had the 
•complete government of the king, matters were 
not inftantly brought about ; for as long as the 
duke of Lancafier remained in England, he, ne- 
ver mentioned any thing concerning it to the 
king. The earl of Buckingham* on his return 
from Brittany, irritated the king and his bro- 
thers fo nnich againft the duke that it was pub- 
licly iaid, the duke had acted treacheroufly 
towards him and his army; and they were 
fo greatly angered, that John of Brittany was 
fummoned before the king and council, when he 
w^ addreifed as follows: — * John, if you be wil- 
ling to hold the duchy of Brittany from the king . 
of England, you (hall have pofTeffion of it, and 
be married in this country as nobly as the pre- 
fent duke has been ;' (for the duke of Lancailer 
was defirous of giving him his daughter Philip- 
pa, who was afterwards queen of Portugal.) 
John of Brittany replied, * that he would nevec^ 
cojifent to fuch a treaty, nor be an enemy 
to the crown of France: he would willingly ac* 
cept of the daughter of the duke of Lancafter, 
but he muil firft have his liberty/ On this, 
he was remanded to prifon. 

When the earl of Oxford, who now bears the 
title of the duke of Ireland, found the duke of 
Lancailer was landed in Caftille, and all expec- 
tation of the connection with John of Brittany 
broken oflF by his carrying his daughter with him, 
he refolved to folicit the king to give up to him 
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John of Brittany, as a remuneration for p«ft 
fervices, or for thofe he might perform. If he 
fucceeded, he could then treat with the confia* 
ble of France, who had offered him, as the price 
of his ranfom, fix fcore thoufand francsjtto be 
made in two payments of fixty thoufand each : 
the firft to be paid at Boulogne on the arrival of 
John of Brittany in that town, and the fecond ia 
Paris, which was the place he had fixed on 
himfelf. 

The duke of Ireland coveted the money, and 
was fo pressing with the king that he gave up 
John of Brittany abfolutely to his difpofal ; which 
furprifed all England, and caufed much talking, 
but there it ended. The duke of Irelaiid had 
John of Brittany conducted to Boulogne, where 
he found equipages ready which the conftable 
had caufed to be prepared for him. He fat 
out directly for Paris, where he was kindly re- 
ceived by the king and his other relations. The 
confl;able was there waiting for him, and carried 
him to Brittany, where he efpoufed his daughter 
in conformity to their agreement. 

When the duke of Brittany learnt that John 
of Brittany had obtained his liberty, and was re- 
turned to France, through the aid of the con- 
fl;able, he conceived a greater hatred againft fir 
Oliver de Cliffon, and faid, — * Indeed J does fir 
Oliver think to thruft me out of my duchy ? He 
(hews feme figns of it by ranfoming John of 
Brittany, and marrying him to his daughter. 
Such things are verj^difpleafingto me; and, by 
(jod, I will tell him' fo fome day when he little 

thinks 
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thinks of it.' This, in truth, he did; for before 
the end of the year, he fpoke to him very Iharply 
,on this fubject, as you will hear in the courfe of 
this hiftory. But we muft now fay fomething 
refpecting the affairs of Caftille and Portugal, 
and of an expedition which the Englifh made 
dgaiaft Sluys. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

FRANCE MAKES PREPARATIONS TO ASSIST KlN^ 
JOHN OF CASTILLE.-v-THE DUKE OF BOURDON 
IS APPOINTEb COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THEt 
FRENCH ARMY. 

YOU have heard how the grand armament 
of the king of France at Sluys w^s broken 
Tip, not indeed through the will of the king, who 
was eager to the laft to pafs over to England, 
and when he faw it could not be, was the most 
vexed of any. The whole blame was laid^n the 
duke of Berry : perhaps he faw more clearly 
into this matter than others, and his advice of 
not attempting the invafion of England was for 
the honour and advantage of France 5 for, before 
any thing of this fort be undertaken, the end of 
it fhould be confidereds and the duke of Berry 
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had remaibed fo long in England as an hostage 
for king John, and had converfed fo much with 
Engliflimen, he probably forefaw the event 
would be unfortunate : but the principal reafon 
for putting it off was the feafon of the year. It 
was, however, faid, that the constable in the 
courfe of the fummer, fhould Ifead thither fix 
thoufand men at arms and as many crofs-bows^ 
which he and the council thought would be fully 
fufficient to combat the Englifli. The consta- 
ble was fuppofed to know this from his having 
been educated in England. 

On the return of the lords to France, it was 
confidered who fhould be fent to the aid of king 
John of Castille, against the king of Portugal 
and duke of Lancaster : for it was clear there 
would be deeds of arms, as the Englifli kept the 
field. None could be fent thither without diuch 
cost; for the distance was great, and there was 
not any money in the exchequer, nor in the 
hands of the receivers : the immenfe fums which 
had been raifed from the people were all 
diflipated. Recourfe was, therefore, had to a 
tax that (hould be instantly levied, and publifli- 
ed as being for the aflistance of the king of Cas- 
tille, and the cxpulfion of the Englifli from that 
country. This tax having been proclaimed, the 
king's commiflioners came to the different towns, 
and faid to the principal inhabitants, — *Sirs, 
this city, or this town, is taxed at fuch a fum, 
which must be instantly paid.' ^Very well,* 
they replied, * we will collect it, and fend the 
whole amoqnt to Parisu' \ That will not do/ 
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faid the commiilioners : ' we cannot wait fo longj 
and fliall act more expeditioufly.' On faying 
this, they ordered, in the king's name, which 
protected them from harm, ten or twelve of the 
richest inhabitants to prifon, unlcfs they fhould 
fmd the money, Thefe, being afraid of the 
king's difpleafure, foon brought the fum re- 
quired, which they afterwards collected from 
the townfraen. The taxes were fo frequent, 
that one was I'carcely paid, before another was 
called for. 

Thus was the noble kingdom of France go- 
verned, and the poor opprefled ; wliich caufed 
numbers to fell their houfes and lands, and re- 
tire to Hainault, or the biftioprick of Liege, 
where no fuch taxes existed. 

The leaders of the troops deflined to Caftille 
were next thought of The gallant duke of 
Bourbon was chofen commander in cliief ; but, 
before he left France, it was refolved to appoint 
two other commanders, to attend to the men at 
arms, and instruct thofe who had never been in 
Castille. The duke was to have two thoufand 
lances, of knights and fquires, for his rear-ward, 
of as good men as could be found. The two 
knights appointed to lead the van, and to com- 
mand the first divifion, were fir William de Lig- 
nacand fir Walter de Paflac ; and, on receiving 
their orders, they made every preparation fuit- 
able to their rank. 

Knights and fquires were fummoned, through- 
out France, to go on this expedition : and all 
» the paOes ijito Castille were thrown open, as 

well 
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.well throQgh Arragon. as through Navarre 
Many, therefore, came from all the different 
provinces of the kingdom, and took the road to 
-Caslille. Sir William de Lignac and fir Walter 
de Paflac had the command of them, and fet 
mit in grand array. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

THE ENGLISH FLEET DEFEATS THAT OF SIR 
JOHN DE BUCQ, ADMIRAL OF FLANDERS FOR 
THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY. — THE ENGLISH, 
AFTER DOING MUCH MISCHIEF TO SLUYS, 
AND THAT PART OF THE COUNTRY, RETURN 
TO LONDON. 

WHILE thefe knights and fquirescrf^ France 
were making themfelves ready to march 
for Caftille, and each, as foon as prepared, fet 
o(f> more efpecially from the diftant parts, as 
the journey \ras long; the En^ifli fleet was at 
fea, between the co;)lt$ of En^aod and Flan- 
ders. The earl of Amndd was admiral otit^ 
Imt be had under him the earl of Deronfliire, the 
earl of Kotiingham and the bilbop of Nrnwich, 
with five tiuudred men at arms and one thoufand 
archers, and they were cruifing about in iSewch 
o£ thm enemies. 

They received fupplies of prorifioiis from the 
£ng}i£h coast, the iflands €i Cornwall, Brittany 
and Normandr ; but were moch ^*escd that the 
Fkmiih fieet bad defied into la RodwOe, and 
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IHU more, that the conilabl^e of France fliould 
havepaifed Calais, from Treguier to Sluys, with- 
out their having met him. They were defirous of 
engaging him, though he had as many veffels ai» 
themfelves ; but he failed through them in the 
night, with a favourable wind and tide. 

The fleet, after this, anchored in Margate- 
roads, at the mouth of the Thames, to waitforthe 
return of the Flemings from la Rochelle, which 
they knew would foon happen. The merchants 
from Flanders, Hainault and feveral other parts^ 
who had failed in a body for fear of the Englifli, 
having loaded their veflels again with wines, fet 
fail from the port of la Rochelle, with a favour- 
able wind, for Flanders and for Sluys, from* 
whence they had come. They had paffed the 
Ras-St.-Matthieu*, in Brittany, and coafted the 
fliores of Normandy and England, until they 
canie to the mouth of the Thames, where the 
Englifli fleet were lying at anchor. The Flemings 
defcried their mafts; and thofe- aloft faid, — 
'Gentlemen, prepare yourfelves, for we fliall 
meet the Englifli fleet : they have feen us, and 
will take advantage of the wind and tide to give 
us battle before night.' This intelligence was 
not very agreeable to feveral of the merchants 
from Hainault and other countries, who having 
their goods onboard, would have wiftied to have 
(heered oflf. However, as a combat was How un-.- 



* Ras-St-Mfltthieu, 1 fuppose, muft mean Ras-de-Blan- 
<iuet, which is a narrow ftrait of the «ea between Aldemey 
znd Cape la 'Aogue, 

avoidable^ 
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avoidable, they made preparations for it ; and 
they had; of crofc-bows and other armed men, 
upwards of feven hundred, under the command of 
a noble and valiant knight of Flanders, called 
fir John de Bucq, who was admiral of theFlem- 
i(h feas for the duke of Burgundy, and who 
had done much mifchief to the Englifh at fea. 

Sir John de Bucq, having ably and prudently 
drawn up his veffels, faid to their crews, — * My ^ 
fair firs,* do not be alarmed, for we are enow to 
combat the Englifh, fhould the wind be in our 
favour ; but remember to make a running fight 
of it, and make for Sluys : if we can draw them 
on the Flemifli coaft, we (hall have the befl; of 
the day/ Some were comforted by thefe words, 
others not ; but they continued their prepara- 
tions for battle, and the gunners made ready 
their bows and cannons. 

^ The two fleets "flbw approached each other. 
The Englifti had feme light galleys in which 
they had embarked archers; and thefe galleys 
advancing, by dint of oars, began the combat 
with a ftiower of arrows, which were lofl;; for 
the Flemings flieltered themfelves in their veffels 
and were unhurt, while they failed on before the 
wind* Some of the crofs-bows, out of arrow 
fliot, let fly bolts, wWch wounded many, and 
prevented thofe in the galleys from being of any 
fervice. The large fliips, under lord Arundel, 
the bishop of Norwich and others now advanc- 
ed, and ran in among thofe of Flanders, but 
they had not any advantage ; for the crofs-bow 

mert 
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xnen defended themfelves gallantly^ as their com- 
:niander^ fir John de Bucq, had advifed them. 
JHe and his company were well armed, in a ship 
^uat to any he might meet> and had their can- 
nons on boards which shot balls of fuch a weight' 
that great mifchief was done. The Flemings^ 
during the engagement, made as much fail a» 
"they could for Flanders ; indeed, fome of the 
-anerchant-shipid had already gained the coail^ 
stnd had run into shoal water, where the large 
ships could not follow them for fear of the fand- 
bank. 

This battle was very long and obftinate, for it 
continued three or four hours, and many of the 
veffels were funk by the large bolts of iron, 
fharpjy pointed, that were call down from the 
tops, and drove holes through them. When 
night came on, they feparated and caft anchor, 
to repair their damages and take care of the 
wounded ; but, on the return of the tide, they 
fet their sails and renewed the combat. Peter 
du Bois commanded a body of archei's and fail- 
ors, and gave the Flemings enough to do ; for, 
having been a failor himfelf,* he knew how to 
act, and was enraged at the Flemings, for 
having held out fo long. The Englifh continu- 
ally gained on the Flemings, and, having got 
between them and Blanquenberg and Sluys, 
drov^ them to Cadfand, where the defeat was 
completed. They received no fuccour, for at 
this time there were neitlier men at arms nor 
veflels in Sluys fit for fea. 

Indeed, a fquire of Sluys, called Arnold le 
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Maire, when he heard of the engagements em- 
barked on board a handfome floop of his own, 
taking with him fome ferjeants, and about twenty 
crofs*bows, and made fail for the fleet ; but it 
was towards the end of the defeat, for thie, Eng.«* 
liih had taken the greater part of the enemy** 
fliips, with their admiral, fir John de Bucq, 
and all on board. Arnold le Maire, perceiving 
it was over, made his crofs-bows fhoot tbrice, 
and then made oil t he was chaced as far as the 
harbour of Sluys, and there efcaped, from the 
large veflels being unable to follow him, through 
the flioals and low water. 

The town of Sluys was thunderftruck when it 
was known that their fleet from la Rochelle had 
been conquered by the English, and every mo* 
ment expected to be attacked. The inhabitants 
knew not how to act, whether to fly or embark 
on board their laid-up veflels, to wait the event 
and defend themfelves. Had the English fuf- 
pected the fl;ate of Sluys, they might have been 
lords of that town and caftle, or had they fol' 
lowed the advice of Peter du Bois, who fl;rongIy 
recommended, when they were mafl;ers of the 
fleet, to make for Sluys, which they would be 
fure to gain. The English, however, thought 
they had done fufficient ; and fome faid, * We 
shall commit a great folly if we enter Sluys; for 
thofe of Bruges, Damme and Ardembourg will 
fliut us up in it, and we shall thus lofe all we * 
have won. It is much better that we keep ow 
prizes, and make war with prudence/ 

The English, therefore, did not difembark, but 
contented themfelves with attempting to bur n the 
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veflels th^t were in the harboup. Tliey {elected 
I thelighteft veflels from thofe they had conquered, 
I and filling and bedaubing them with pitch, oil, 
and other combuftibles, let them float with the 
I tide into the harbour of Sluys. Thefe veflels 
I burnt fo clear and well, that the English hoped 
', they would fetfire to fome large ships from Caf- 
tille and other countries, indifferent to thein 
■which J but they did not the fmalleft damage to 
L"«uiy. The English, by this victory, gained 
I great wealth, fefpecially in wine, as they cap.- 
4tured more than nine thoufand tons, which 
' " Oaufed wine to be as dear in Flanders and 
I Hainault all that year as it was of courl'e cheap 
i' in England. Thusit happens, one man's gain 
I .is another's lofs. The English, however, did 
' xiot fail from Shiys, but remained at anchor, 
-Eind from the galleys and barges, landed on the 
CDppofite fide of the river to Sluys, at Tremue, 
"»vhich they burnt, with the monaftery, and 
fome other towns on the coaft, whither they 
'went along the fea-shore, or on the dykes, 
called Tournehonque and Murdeques. They 
made many of the countrymen prifoners, and 
lay thus at anchor upwards of ten days j during 
■which time they formed feveral anibnfcades be- 
tween Damme and Sluys, and on the road to 
Coclear'^. Sir Jehnde Launay, a man at arms 
from Tournay, was there made a prifoner, who, 
in company with the lord d'Eftrinay and fir 
I Blanquart de Coulonge, had fet out full gal- 
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|»p. With fdfty Itoies, for Sluy*, on hettittjf^ 
the tlnglfs^ wifere on th6 coiaft. 

tt fortdnatdy happened, that fir RolwHt 
M&rehtoii^ \vho had married one of the kftfe 
iki4*i5 baft^rds, was at the time in Bruges: he 
ihftafttly haltened to Slnys, and flung hiriifidf 
iirto the eaftte, i;^hich he found weakly guarded, 
khd Unprovided. But if the English had Isinded, 
khd ^ entered Sluys with the fame earnefhi^fs 
thfey had do|ie at Tremue on the other fide of 
the river, they muft have gained the catUe ; 
fer to great was the alarm in the town that n6 
one paid attejution to any thmg, nor ^thought of 
defending themfelves. Sir Robert Marchand 
encouraged them, by faying, — * You men of 
Sluys, what arc^ you thinking of? It would feem 
firom your appearance, that you are defeated 
without fiiriking a blow. Men of valour ought 
to fliew a good countenance as long as poffible^ 
and, fliould they be taken or flain in their own 
defence, they will have the grace of God and 
praife ©f the world.* 

Thus did fir Robert harangue thofe of Sluyis; 
notwithftanding which, the whole country, as 
far as Bruges, was under the utmofi; alarm as 
long as the Englifh remained on the coaft ; for 
they now daily difembafked, and foraged f^ hi 
the country. Not having horfes, they wtere 
always oh foot: when their expeditions were 
ended, they flept On board, and on the morrow 
renewed their excurfions to the eaft and weft, 
without oppofition. They burnt the town of 
Cox^e, and another lafge viQage on the jroad 
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from the coaft to Ardembourg, called Hofe- 
bourg: they would have done more if they had 
known the ftate of the country. After flaying 
as Jong as they pleafed, and finding no attempt 
-made to regain what they had won on fea and 
land, they fet lail with a favourable wind for 
England, carrying with them more than two 
hundred thoufand francs of wealth. Having 
entered the Thames, they landed at London, 
■where they were joyfully received for the fine 
■wines of Poiton and Saintonge they had on 
board, which were intended to have been drank 
in Flanders, Brabant, Hainault, Liege and 
other places. They were difperfed throughout 
England, and the prices fo much deprefled from 
the quantity, a gallon was fold for fourpence. 
The Englifli, who refided on the frontiers of 
Flanders, Holland and Zealand were too enter- 
prifing in their voyages to Dordrecht, Zuric- 
zee, Middlebourg, and the Brielle in Holland. 
Some of the merchants of Zuric-zee had, on, 
board the fleet that was captured, much wine 
from la Rochelle, which was reftored to them. 
The Englifli were right in thus courteoufly 
treating them ; for Zuric-zee would never join 
the French in their invafion of England, nor 
permit them to have any veflels or boats from 
thence, and this conduct acquired them the . 
love of the Englifli. » 

Sir John de Bucq was a prifoner at London, 

on his word : he was permitted to go any where 

about the town, but at fun-fet he was to return 

to his lodging ; nor would the Englifli ever Uften. 
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to any rahfom for him, though the duke of Bur- 
^gundy* would willingly have given in exchange 
a ba^rdi brother of the kipg of Portugal, who 
had^b^n taken at fea in coming from Middle- 
ibourg: had he been within the limits of Zea- 
land, be wotdd have efcaped, I bdieve fir John 
de Bucq remained a prifoner in London for 
•three years, and there died. 



CHAP. XXV. 



THE KING OF PORTUGAL SENDS AMBASSADORS 
TO THE DUKE OF LANCASTER TO CONCLUDE 
HIS MARRIAGE WITH THE LADY PHILIPPA.— 
SIR BARROIS DES BARRES IS ORDERED BY THE 
KING OF CASTILLE TO THE CASTLE OF NOYA*. 

IT is time for us now to return to the aflairs of 
Caftille and Portugal, arid to fpeak of the 
duke of Lancaller, as to the profperity of his 
undertakings, for his concerns were not trifling; 
and likewife to mention the aid France fent 
ting John of Caftille, for otherwife his fortunes 
would have made a fmall figure : he would ha^e 
loft this year his whole kingdom, if it had not 
been for the friendfliip of the king of France. 
Intelligence is foon fpread abroad, and the king 
of Portugal was as quickly informed of what 
was doing in France, relative to the great ar- 
mament that was to invade England, by his 

I ■ 111 ■■ III! III. ■ ■ ■> ■ I ■ I ■ ■■ in I ■ 

* Noya is an ancient town in Galicia^ fire or six leagues t^ 
i^e Tre/hvard of Sant Ja^o. 



merchants on their return home, as the duke of- 
Lancafter; for the king refided, at tliat feafon, 
at Oporto, which is one of the largeft cities and 
the moft freqiiented port of his realm. He was 
rejoiced to hear it was at an end, for he had 
been told England would he ruined; and this 
had made him hefitate as to the conclufion of 
his marriage, amufing the duke and duchefs 
with fine words and compliments. 

When he learnt for certain, that the king of 
France and his nobles were returned home, he 
fummoned his council, and faid, — ' My fair 
firs, you know that the duke and duchefs of 
Lancafter are in Galicia: you alfo know, a 
great affection fubfifts between us, and that we 
have had feveral conferences; in one of which 
it has been propofed by our councils, that I 
ihould take the lady Philippa to wife. I mean 
to perfevere in this bufinefs, and to make an 
honourable demand of her, as is becoming two 
fuch princes as the duke of Lancafter and my- 
fe!f ; for I will have her for my qneen;' ' Sir,* 
replied thofe to whom he addreffed himfelf, 
* you are in the right, for fo you have folemnl^ 
promifed and fwora.' 'Now, ivhom fliall we 
fend to conduct the lady hither i"' The arch- 
bifhop of Braganza and fir John Radiglies de 
Sar wcne named ; and as they were not prefent, 
they were fent for, and informed how they were 
to act. They undertook the bufinefs with piea- 
(ixve, and were efcorted going and returning by 

two hundred fpears. 

' We will now fpeak of fir Thomas Moreaux's 
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\'&es^e of Ribadavia, and relate What happened^ 
there. I believe the inhabitants expected fuc* 
oours from the king of Caiiille and the French 
knights at Validolid, otherwife they would not' 
have h^ld but ; -and I know not how fuch pea« 
fantSj^ who had none but themfelves to advifis 
with, could fo vigoroufly have oppofed the 
flower of the Englifli army, and how it hap«r 
pened that they were not frightened, for every 
day there were ikirmifbes and afiaults. Hie 
bravell captains of the army faid to fir Thomas^ 
•^— * Let us leave this town, and may lightning 
deftroy it> and advance further into the country jf 
towards Mamez *, Noya, or Befancesf ; we 
can at any time return hither,* ' By my faith^* 
replied fir Thomas, * fuch peafants (hall never 
liave it to fay they have defeated me, were I ta 
remain here thefe two months^ unlefs the duke 
fliall othcFwife order.' The marftial was thus 
obilinate in continuing the fiege, 

ICing John received frequent intelligence, at 
Validolid, Ijow the men of Ribadavia were des? 
fending themfelves valiantly, and -yvould not fur-> 
rfender. In God's name, feid Barrels des Bar-s 
res, ♦ I ani much vexed I had not fent thither 
fome Frenchmen, who would have greatly en-^ 
couraged the inhabits^nts, and ftill more that J 
did not go niyfelf, for I fliould then have ac-. 
quired all the honour which thefe peaiants will 
now have ; and, if they had really told me it 

' I ■ I ■ , . . . I , 

* Alamez. Q^ Muros. ^ Besiintef. 0. Settn^^j, or Eiite»9a. 

was 
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was a fcpwn of fuch ftrength, and that it require^ 
fuch a garrifon, I would, without doubt, have 
reinforced it, and have perfonally rilked the 
command; and God would have given me grace 
to guard and defend it, as he has done to thefe 
peafants.' 

Such were the converfations that frequently 
paffed between the king of Caftille and the 
French knights, who were eager to be em- 
ployed. They faid to the ki(ig, — ' It will be 
right, fir, that you fend one hundred fpears to 
the caftles of Noya and Corunna, and they will 
defend thofe parts of Gaiic'ia fituated between 
thefe two caftles,' ' And whom can we fend 
thitlier?' Several knights Inllantiy offered their 
fervices, fuch as fir Triftan de Roye, fir Regi- 
nald and fir Lambert de Braqucmont, firTriftan 
de la Jailte, fir John de Chatelmorant and fir 
Barrois des Barres, whom the king heard with 
pleafure, and faid ; ' My fair fu's, I give yoii 
many thanks for your wiliingnefs; but you 
cannot all go : fome mull remain with me in 
cafe of accidents : and, for the prefent, I fliall 
entreat fir Barrois des Barres, if he pleafe to 
undertake this bufinefs.' The Barrois was much 
delighted on hearing tins, for he had too long 
remained idle, and replied, — * Sinking, I thasik; 
you : I wUl defend them to the utmoft. of my 
power; and, when I am once within them, I 
will never depart without your fpecial order.' 
' By God,' faid the king, * 1 believe we fliall 
fooo have news from France.' The knights 
were ignorant of the decampment from Sluys, 
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though the king knew it; for, the duke of Bour- 
bon had written to him the whole account, and 
what was going forward in France; how he 
was to come to Caftille with three thoufand 
ipears^ but that fir William de Lignac and fir 
Walter 'de Paflac were firft to clear the pafles, 
with an equal number of lances. H^ aiked the 
knights if they wiftied to hear news. * Ah, fire, 
tell us fome from France, for we .are very anxi- 
ous to hear fi-om thence. * ' Willingly, replied 
the king. He then told them, that the duke 
of Bourbon was appointed by the king of 
France and his council, commander in chief of 
all the forces fent to Caftille, which amounted to 
fix thoufand fpears ; that fir William de Lignao 
and fir Walter de Paflac were to lead the van, 
of three thoufand knights and fquires, and were 
then on their march ; that the invafion of Eng- 
land was deferred until May, when the confla- 
ble of France, the count de St. Pol and the lord 
de Coucy, fhould there land, with four thou- 
fand lances. *What do you fay to this?* asked 
.the king. * What do we fay, fire,* replied the 
knights, who were rejoiced: * we fay that it 
is delightful news, and we cannot have better ; 
and, in the courfe of the fummei-, many gallant 
deeds will be done in your country ; for, if 
they have ordered fix thoufand, nine thoufand 
will come. We fhall certainly combat the 
Enghfh, who now keep the field ; and, before 
St. John's day, we will (hut them up.* 

' On my faith, faid each of the knights, 'the 
three you have named are gallant men, efpeci- 

aUy 
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ally the duke of Bourbon : arid the othei^ tvro 
are well qualified to command men at arms.* 

The news of this army coming from France 
was fdon known in Validolid, and throughout 
Caftille ; and that it had been ordered to arrive 
by the firft of May, to the great comfort of 
all, and joy of the knights and fquires. 



CHAP. XXVI. 



THE DUKE OF LANCASTER SENDS A REINFORCE- ' 
' MENT TO THE SIEGE ^ OF RIBADAVIA. — ON 
THAT TOWN BEINO TAKEN BY STORM, MAU- 
RES* INSTANTLY SURRENDERS, 

SIR Barrois des Barres left the king of. Caftille 
in Validolid, and accompanied by oply 
fifty fpears, rode towards the town of Noya. 
News was brought to fir Thomas Moreaiix's 
army, but I know not by whom, that the 
French were on their march, to the amount of 
♦five hundred jances, to raife the fiege of Riba- 
davia. Sir Thomas too eafily believed this in- 
telligence 5 for thofe who had told it affirmed it 
for truth, and that they had feen thein on their 
march, on this fide the river Duero, and en* 
camped at Villalpando. The marfhal was ad- 
vifed to let the duke of Lancafter have infor- 
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matioa of this^ which he did, by fending tQ 

him fir John d' Ambreticourt, and a herald weU 

acquainted with the roads in Galicia. He him* 

felf was always on his guard, left he fliQiild be 

Airprifed in the night, and one half of his 

army was on duty, while the other half flept. 

When the arrival of fir John and the herald at 

Sant Jago, where the duke and duchefs refided, 

was known, the duke faid they have brought 

ibme intelligence, and, fending for them, asked 

the news. * Good news, my lord : the marfhal 

I»ids me hither to' know how you would wifh 

him to act ; for he has learnt for certain, that 

the French have affembled a firong body in 

Caitille> and are on their march to crq(s the 

river, and engage with our men before Ribada^ 

via. This is the news I have brought.* ♦ In 

God*s name,* replied he^ ^ it is news enoogh,^ 

bat we will foon provide a remedy.' He locked 

at fur John Holland and fir Thomas Percy^ his 

confiable and admiral, and faid to them; 

* Take three hundred fpears and five hundred 

archers, and join our companions before Riba* 

davia, who are looking for the French coming 

to attack them/ They replied, they would 

^leerfiiUy obey, and, making themfelves ready> 

let out with the above mentioned force^ and 

arrived before Ribadavia, to the great joy oi 

their countrymen. 

Sir John Holland faid to the mar£hal> — ^ What 
do thefe fellows of Ribadavia mean ? will they not 
fdrrender ?* * No, by my fiulh,' replied fir Tho- 
mas, * they are £o prefumptiaous : notwithfiand* 

ing 
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ing they have feen all the neighbouring towns 
do lb, they obftinately follow their own incli- 
nations. They are butpeafants; for not one 
gentleman is in the town.' ' Say no more,' an-- 
fwered fir John : ' before four days we will put 
them in fucli plighf, that they will gladly fur- 
render to any who will (hew them mercy; but 
tell the admiral and me, are the French abroad ?' 
* I was fo informed,' faid fir Thomas; ' and 
was aflured there were upwards of five hundred 
in one body. This is very probable ; for men 
at arms are continually coming from France to 
Caiiille. I afterwards heard, that only fir Bar- 
rois des Barres had entered the caftle of Noya 
with fifty lances, and I know nothing more of 
them,' 

The converfation now ceafed ; and the new 
comers were lodged among them as well as cir- 
cumftances M'ould admit, and were well ferved 
from the provifion which had followed them. 
Four days after the arrival of fir John Holland 
and fir Thomas Percy, great preparations were 
made for a general aflault ; and a large machine 
of timber was built, and mounted on wheels, 
■which could be pufiied any where. It would 
contain, with eafe, one hundred men at arms, 
and the fame number of archers; but, for this 
attack, it was filled with archers only, and the 
ditches were levelled where it was intended to 
pafs. 

Wlien the attack commenced, this machine 
was wheeled ap to the walls by main force ; and 
the archers, being well provided with arrows. 
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(hot vigoroufly on their enemies, who returned it 
by throwing darts and fuch other nii0Ue weapons, 
as was wonderful to behold. . The roof of this 
machine was covered with ftrong ox-hides to 
ihdter them from the effects of • the iiones and 
the darts : underneath were men at armsi well 
ihielded^ that with pick-axes worked'hard, and 
with fuccefs againil the walls ; for the townf- 
men could not preifcut them for fear of the ar- 
chers, who gave them full emplo3anent. At 
length, a large breach was made in the wall, 
Und a coniiderable part thrown into the ditch; 
which when the Galicians perceived, th^y were 
fo difinaj'-ed, that they cried loudly, * We fur- 
render, we furrender ! ' No one made any anr 
fner; but the Englifh laughed at them, anft 
faid, * Thefe peaiants have done us much mif- 
chief, and mock us by now offering to furr 
render, for the town is ours.* Some of the 
Engliih replied, * If you wifh to fay any thing 
to us, it muft be in good French or Englifh, , 
for we do not underfiand Caflillian,' and kept 
ad\*ancing and flaying thofe who were flying 
before them. They killed them in heaps ; and 
that day there were fifteen hundred put to 
deaths including Jews, many of whom Were re- 
fident in the town. Thus was Ribadavia takea 
by ftorm : thofe who firft entered it gained great 
pillage, efpecially from the houfes of the Jews, 
wherein they found more wealth in money than 
elfewhere. After the town had been plundered,' 
the raarfhal was asked w^hat he intended doing 
with.it, and if/ they (hould fetit on fire. ' Oh 

no,* 
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.no,' replied he: *we will keep' if, and make It 
as lirong as any town in Galicia.' 

After they had confulted whither to go next, 
they determined to march to Muros, another 
tolerably good town in Galicia. The garrifon 
of Ribadavia, confining of twenty fpears and 
fisty archers, was put undrr the command of 
fir Peter Clinton, a valiant kniglit and expert 
man at arms. Tlie army canted away much 
provifion from the town, which was well ftored, 
particularly in pork and w-ines: thefe laft were 
lb ftrong and iiery, they could fcarcely druik 
them ; and, M'hen any of the Englifti drank too 
much, they were difabled for two days. On 
their departure from Ribadavia, they took the 
road towards Muros, and had their large ma- 
chine taken to pieces and brought after them, 
for they found it had caufed great alarm to 
many otiier towns. 

When the inhabitants of Muros heard tliat the 
Engliih were on their march to attack them, 
that Ribadavia had been ftormed and numbers 
put to death, and that they had with them a 
devil of a machine, fo great and wonderful it 
could not be deftroyed, they were much fright- 
ened thereat, and were appreheniive what th^ 
Englidi might do to them. They held a coun- 
cil, whether they Ihould defend the town or not, 
and thought it would be more for their advan- 
tage to furrender ; for, (hould the town be 
ftormed, they would lofe their lives and for- 
tunes, and they law zio hopes of aid from any 
quarter, ; • ^I'..' . 3' ' 
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* Confidcr,* faid fome of the moft prudent^ 

* what has been the confequence of the defence 
of Ribadavia, which was much fironger than 
our town: they held but for near a' months but 
no reinforcements were fent thein. The king of 
Cdftille, as we underftand> looks on all Galicia, 
as far as the river Duero, as loft, and you will 
never, this year, fee any of the French enter 
.it. Let us, therefore, handfomely furr6pder, 
without making any oppoiition, in th^ like 
manner the other towns of CaftiUe have done/ 

* It is well faid,* the hearers replied, and they 
unanimoufly agreed to adopt this opinion. 

* But bow fhall wfe manage it?' faid fome of 
them. ' In God's name,' repKed thofe who 
propofed the ixmnefiider, ' we will go out to meet 
the Englilh, and prefent them the keys of cmr 
town; for they are a civil people, and will- not 
hurt us: if we receive them kindly, we (halt 
have their thaidks.' 

Having determined on this plan, fifty of the 
principal inhabitants went out of the town as 
foon as they heard the Englifli were approach- 
ing, and waited on the road, about a quarter 6f 
a league off. News was brought to the EngUih 
army, that thofe of Muros had come out of 
their town, not in hoftile array, but with the 
intention of furrendering and offering the keys 
of ike place, which they had brought with 
them* Some of the lords rode forward to know 
the truth of it, but ordered the army to halt 
until their return. As they were advancing, 
townfmep were told, * Here come three of 
; , live 
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the principal lords of England, fent by the duke 
of* Lancailer to conquer the country: fpeak to* 
them/ On which, they call themfelves on 
their knees, and faid ; * My lords, behold the 
poor inhabitants. of Muros, who are delirous.to 
put themfelves under the obedience of the duke 
and duQhefs of Lancafter : we therefore . entreat 
you to receive us in your favour, for all we 
have is yours.* / 

The three lofds, having confulted together, 
replied,— T* Good people, yre will return with 
you to your town, and enter it with part of 
our army, but not all, and there you fliall take 
fuch oaths as good fubjects ought to their iovd 
or lady/ They anfwered, they would cheer- 
AiUy do fo. * Now, thex^/ fiaud the lords, * go 
bCK^fk^v and <^en your gates^ for your furrender 
is accepted/ They flutig open the gates and 
iisUriersfor the confiable and other lords, who 
joBiight amount to four hundred landes, but not 
liiOFe : the reft remained without the walls, but 
had much provifion from the town, wherein the 
leaders v^rere lodged, and where they made the 
iowhfmen take the ufual oaths of obedience. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

TEPE LADY PHILIPPA OF LANCASTER IS MARRIED, 
BY PROCURATION, TO THE KING OF PORTU- 
GAL. — THE CEREMONY IS AGAIN PERFORMED 
WITH GREAT MAGNIFICENCE AND FEASTINGS 
AT OPORTO. 

ON the morrow, after the furrender of Mures, 
when the knights were preparing for their 
inarch towards Betan9os, a meffenger from the 
duke of Lanc^fier arrived with letters^ order- 
ing them to return inftaritly, whatever might 
,be their fituation ; for he was daily expecting 
the archbifhop of Braganza and fir John Ra- 
dighes de Sar, ambaffadors from the king of 
Portugal, who were to marry his daughter by 
procuration, and conduct her to that king at 
Oporto, where he was waiting for her. 

Sir John Holland, the marflisi and admiral^ 
on learning this, altered their plans, and faid it 
was proper that their lord the duke, when he 
received ambaffadors from the king of Portugal, 
ihould have all his council with him. Having 
placed fufficient garrifons in the towns they had 
woij, they faid they would not attempt more 
until the month of May, and returned to Saiit 
Jago, whither the duke had fent for theip. 

Three 
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Three days after their arrival, came the arch- 
bifhop of Braganza and fir John Radighes de 
Sar, who entered the town of Sant Jago with 
two hundred horfe, where they were all lodged, 
every thing having been prepared for them. 

"When the archbiftiop, with the knights and 
lords in his company, had refrelhed themfelves, 
they waited on the duke and duchefs of Lan- 
cafter in grand array, who received them moft 
gracioufly. They then declared the motive of 
theembafiy, which the duke heard with pleafure; 
for he was rejoiced at the exaltation of his daugh- 
ter, and the connection with the king of Portu- 
gal, which was very opportune, if he perfevered 
in his intention of conquering Caftille. The 
archbiihop explained, to the fatisfaction of the 
dukeand his council, that by power of theking's 
procuration, he was authorifed to efpoufe perfon- 
ally the lady Philippaof L-ancafter, iuthe name 
of don John king of Portugal. During the re- 
fidence of thefe ambaffadors at Sant Jago, the 
ceremony was performed by virtue of the above- 
mentioned procuration; and the archbiHiop of 
Braganza and the lady Philippa were courteoufly 
laid befide each other, on a bed, as married per- 
fons fliould be. This being done, on the mor- 
row the lady and her attendants were ready to 
depart; and, having bidden adieu to her father 
and mother, fhs mounted her palfrey, as did her 
damfels, and her baftard fifter, the wife of the 
marihal, wlio accompanied her to Portugal. Sir 
John Holland, fir Thomas Percy and fir John 
d'Anabreticourt were ordered to eCcovV Vvet, vjX'Oa. 
Vol. VIII. N a-a«. 
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otue hundred fpears and two hundred' «rckers. 
Thegr^ foUoNnred the toad ta Oporto^ atid, ^riieh 
nesar, were met hy the king and his courts wMt 
dl theipfelates at tl^t time in Opofto^ to do >fa^ 
honour; fnch as the biihops of Lifbon^ £yofa» 
tIV)imbra and Oporto: among liie bardos were^ 
the counts d'Angoufe, de NoTaire^ de Tfifcidle, 
Galopes Temdndo Poftelet, Vafco Martin dte 
Merlo, with upwards of forty tnights, and tgpeM; 
€rowds ofladies •and other perfonsy and'thewbote 
of the clergy in their holiday dreffes. • Tiros wte 
the lady Philippa conducted to the 1dng*s 'pfalade 
at Oporto, where ihe difmounted. The king 
took her by the hand and iciffed her, peHbrmii% 
Ihe fame ceremony to ail the ladies who had a<^- 
companied her, and then led her to her apart<^ 
ments, ¥rhere he look leave of her and her eolfti- 
panions. 

The Engliih lords and their men were lodged 
in the toi^niy which is of confidei^Ue (ize; and 
this night they kept the vigil of the feaft by ca- 
rolling, dancing and other amufements^.^mtil the 
morrow's dawn. On Tueiday morning, the king 
of Portugal, the prelates and lords of hiscoim- 
try were drefled by aght o'clock, and,^m6imt- 
ing their liorfes at the palace gate, rod^fottie 
cathedral called St. Mary*s church, whefe tU^ . 
waited for the queen. She followed (hortly alter, 
attended by her ladies and damfels; and, though 
the ambaffadors had before efpoufed her hi tfKc 
king's'name, the ceranony was agara perfimned ; 
Tvhich done, they returned to the palace, wfai^e 

'ire i^rand and foksm leadings. In the^P^r^ 
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noonweretiltsandtournamentsbeforethekingand 
queen; and in the evening the prizes were diftri- 
buted. Sir John Holland gained the one deftined 
fov flrangers; and that for the natives was won 
by a knight attached to the king, fir John Tefta- 
d'oro. The day and night palfed thus jovially 
in various amufements. That nightthe king lay 
mth the queen ; and it was reported by thofe who 
were near his perfon, that he had hitherto been 
perfectly cliafte, and had never known woman. 

On themorrow the feaftings and jouftings were 
renewed, wlien fir Vafco Martin de Merlo gain- 
ed one prize, and fir John d'Ambreticourt the 
other. The niglit was fpent, as before, in cu- 
rollings, dancing and other fports; and while 
the Englifli ftaid at Oporto, there were tour- 
naments every day. 

-With fuch rejoiciogs was the queen of Por- 
tugal received on her arrival at Oporto. They 
lafled upwards of ten days; and the king 
made all the ftrangers, on tlieir departure, fuch 
gifts as fatisfied them. The Englifli lords, kav- 
ing taken leave of the king and queen of Por- 
tugal, returned to Sant Jago. Tlie duke and 
duchefs of Lancafter m^de great inquiries, and 
were told all that !iad pafled ; that the king fa- 
luted them, and that the queen recommended 
herfelf to their ]ove. Sit John Holland and fir 
Thomas Percy added,— 'My lord, the laft words 
the king faid to us were, that you might take 
the field when you pleafed, for that he would 
join you and enter Caftillc' 'That is good 
news, indeed,' replied the duke. 
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About fifteen days after the return of the 
lords from Portugal, the duke of Lancalter order- 
ed them to prepare for conquering the remain- 
ing towns in Galicia, for there were feveral he 
was not mailer of. It was fettled by the coun- 
cil of the duke, that when he fhould depart from 
Sant Jago, the duchefs and her daughter Cathe- 
rine fliould vifit the king and young queen of 
Portugal, at Oporto. The town of Sant Jago 
was placed under the command of an Englifh 
knight, called fir Lewis Clifford, with thirty 
fpears^ and one hundred archers, for his garri- 
fon. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 



THE DURE OF LANCASTER MARCHES HIS ARMY 
TO EN TEN^A. — THE INHABITANTS SEND, WITH 
THE CONSENT OF THE DUKE, TO THE KING 
OF CASTILLE FOR SUCCOUR. 

I^TITHEN the duke of Lancalter marched from 
^ ^ Sant Jago, he left no more in garrifon 
than thofe already mentioned. He rode on, io 
company with his duchefs, towards the city of 
£nten9a, which is a good town in one of the ex<» 
tremities of Galicia, and the laft on the borders 
of Portugal, in the direct road from Sant Jago 
to Oporto and Coimbra. They had taken this 
line of march, becaufe the ducheCs and her 
daughter were to vifit Portugal. 
Tbe inhabitants of £nten9a, hearing thM the 



duke and his army were advantyng againft tiiciii, 
held a council to confider what conduct they 
Ihould piirfue. After many debates, it was at 
length agreed that they fliouUl fend fix of their 
principal meti to the duke and duchefs, to en- 
treat they might not be attacked for eight days 
only, when tliey would let the king of Cattille 
know their fituation, and if he lent them no aid 
they would furrender unconditionally. The fix 
citizens, on leaving the town, took the road the 
Englifti were coming, and firft met the van-guard 
under the command of the marflial, by whom 
they were inftantly arrefted. They faid, they 
were deputed by the inhabitants of Enten^a to 
parley with the duke. Upon which the mar- 
flial faid to Sir Jolm Sounder, wiio was by his 
fide; * Conduct tliefe men to my lord; for it 
will be neceflary to efcort them, or they may 
be flain by our archers.' Tlie knight replied, 
he would take care of them ; and then the mar- 
(hal faid, ' Go, go, this knight will conduct you.' 
They all departed, and rode together until they 
came up with the duke and ducliefs, who had 
difmounted, and were fitting imder fome fine 
olive trees, attended by fir Jolm Holland, fir 
Thomas Percy and others. On feeing fir John . 
Sounder approacli, they eyed him well ; and fir " 
John Holland faid, — ' Fair brother. Sounder, are 
tliefe prifoners thine?' 'They are not prifoners, 
fiv, but men from Enlen^a whom themarlhal has 
ordered me to conduct to my lord; and from 
what I can learn, they wifh to treat with him.* 
The duke and duchefs heard all this; and fir 
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John Sounder continued, *Come forward, my 
good people: you fee your lord and lady/ 

Upon this the fix men advanced, and, caft- 
ing themfelves on their knees, thus fpoke, — * Our. 
moil redoubted lord and lady, the eommonsdty 
of the town of Entenya, hearing you were march- 
ing your army againft them, have fent us hither 
to entreat you would delay advancing farther 
for eight or nine days only, in which time they 
will fend to the king of Caftille, in Validolid,. . 
an account of the great peril they are in^ and 
if, during thof<! nine days, they be not reinforceil 
fufficiently to offer you combat, they will put . 
themfelves fully under your obedience. In the 
mean time, ffiould you or your army be in want 
of provifion or ftores, thofe of the town will 
cheerfully ferve you with both for your money.* 

The duke made no reply, leaving it to the 
duchefs, as flie was from that country. She 
looked at the duke, and faid, * Well, my lord, 
what do you fay ?' * Lady what do you fay ? you 
are the heirefs of this country, and, as the in- 
heritance comes through you, you muft reply.* 
' It will be right then, my lord, that their offer ' 
be accepted ; for I do not believe that the king 
of Caftille has any defirc to combat you fo foon^* 
* I do not know that,' anfwered the duke: * God 
grant it may happen otherwife: we (hall the 
fooner put an end to the bufinefs; and I wifh it 
were to take place within fix days; but, fince you 
are defirous their offer be accepted, I confent.*^ 

The duchels then addreffed the deputies, fay- 
^* You may return, for your offer is ac- 
f cepted J 
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cepted ; but you muft deliver up to the marfhal 
twelve of your principal citizens, as pledges for 
the due performance of the treaty.' They re- 
plied they would- do fo, and, rifmg up, were 
given to the care of fir John Soundefr, who con- 
ducted them back to the marfha]^, andt^ldhim 
what had paffisd, :irhijch gave hino fatisfaction. 
The deputies returHedi to their town and related 
the fuccefs of - their BviiCon. I'welve of the 
principal iBhaJbiitanta were fent to the marflial, 
and the place _was unmolefted, on the terms 
mentioned. In anotlier council they' refol ved to 
fend the fame fix men, and no others, to infboa 
the king of Caftille of their fituation. Tljiey 
rode to VaKdoHd, where the kipg refided, with 
part of his council, and, their an:ival being no- 
tified to him, he was eager to fee them, to leajrn 
the news and talk with them y for he was ignp- 
rant of the treaty they had entered into, and 
that the Englifti were before l^nten^^. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

THE DUCHESS QF LANCASTER AND HER DAUGH- 
TER VISIT THE KING AND QUEEN OF PORTU- 
GAL. — THE INHABITANTS OF ENTEN9A RE- 
CEIVING NEITHER ANSWER NOR SUCCOUR. 
FROM THE KING OF CASTILLE, SURRENDER 
TO THE DUKE OF LANCASTER, ACCORDING 
TO THE TERMS OF THEIR TREATY. 

WHILE thefe fix deputies were journeying 
towards Validolid, the duke of Lancafter 
gave directions for the departure of his duchefs 
and daughter, the lady Catharine, to vifit the king 
and queen of Portugal. On their fetting out, the 
duke faid, — ^ Conftance, you will falute from me 
the king my fon, my daughter, and the barons 
of Portugal, and give them all the intelligence 
you can^ how Entenga has entered into a treaty 
with me; but that I doubt if John de Tranfta- 
mare, your ad^^erfary, will allow them, to keep^ 
it, or whether he will offer me battle; for well I 
know that great reinforcements are to come to 
him from France, and thofe who are eager for 
renown will haften to Caftille as fpeedily as pof- 
fible. It will be neceffary for me to be daily on 
my guard, in expectation of an engagement, 
which you will tell the king and his barons ; 
and that, if I fliall learn any thing for certain of 
a combat being likely to take place, I will in- 

llantly 
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ftantly fignifj' it to the king of Portugal. Defire • ■ 
him from me, to be well prepared to come to' fl 
our affiftance, in the defence of our right, as he* fl 
has folemiily fworn to do in the treaties con-'H 
eluded between iis. You will return to me; but^fl 
leave our daughter Catharine with her fiftcfj the^^ I 
queen of Portugal, for Jhe cannot be better placed, I 
nor more in fatety.' * My lord,' replied the du-' ■ 
chefs, 'all this I will cheerfully perform.' ' M 

The duchefs, her daughter, and the ladies and ' V 
damfels who accompanied them, took their leave' m 
and departed. They were efcorted to Oporto by I 
the admiral, fir Thomas Percy, fir Evan Fitz-'M 
warren, the lord Talbot, fir John d'AmhreticourtI I 
and fir Maubrun de Linierea, with one hundred 'I 
fpears and two hundred archers. The king of M 
Portugal, hearing the dnehefs of Lancafter and j 
her daughter were on the road, was much pleafed, 
and fent fome of his principal courtiers to meet 
them, fuch as the counts d'Angoufes, de Novaire, 
fir John Radighcs dc Sar, fir John Fernando Por- 
telet, fir Vafco Martin de Merlo, fir Egeas Colle, 
and twenty other knights. They rode two long 
leagues before they met the ladies, who received 
them gracioufly and gaily. The duchefs politely 
made acquaintance with the different knights, 
and, as they rode together, (he converfed with 
much affability among them all. Thus did they 
arrive at Oporto, when the duchefs and her ladies 
were conducted to the palace. The king was the 
tirft who waited on them, and kiffed them all 
round; then came the queen, attended by her 
ladies, and received her lady-mother and fifter 



moft kindly and honourably. The whole palaoe 
vias rejoiced at the arrival of thefe ladies; bub I 
i«ill not pwte&d to fpeak very particularly o£ 
whal p^Ied> for I was not there : all I know waft 
fimn thcht gidlant knight, fir John Fernando. 
Portelet>. who- was prefeni;. 

The duchefs took a proper oppontonity to do*- 
lirer the duke's mel&ge to the king of Pontagal». 
who replied with prudence and friendikip^ — 
* Ijsdy and coufin^ I am prepared, fhoidd tfie 
king oi Caftille take the field, with tliree thou;* 
fand lances, who are Rationed on the boiders o£ 
CaftiUe, whom I can collect in three days, a94 
I Ihall alfo brins' with me full twenty thoaimdr 
veten from the commonsdty of the country,, who 
are not to be defpiied, for they were of tkm 
greateft fervice to me at the battle of Aljubi^ 
rota.' * Sir,* {aid the duchefe, ^ you fay wdl-,, 
;uEid I am greatly thankful to you; and if my 
lonl gain any further intelligence, he will in- 
ftantly let you know/ Such was the coa%'er&> 
tion that paiTed between the king of Portugal 
and the ductus of Lancafter. 

AVe will now return to Enten^a, and fay whalfc 
tuccefe their deputies had at Validolid. Cki theip^ 
being introduced to the king of Cafiille, they ci|ft 
theml€4%'es on their knees, and faid, — * Moft re* 
doubted lord, if vou #iU condefcend to lifiea to 
us, we have been fent hither by your towa'of 
Entenca, which has been forced to enter into 9k 
treaty with the duke and duchefs of Lancafier^ 
The terms of which are, that the Engliih will 
abftain* from any attack for nine days; and il^ 
:} i within 
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TVithm that time, you fhall come in fnffleieM; 

farce fx> offer tbeni' combat and refift tbe duke, 

th^ town wilt remain yours: bi^t, if not, the tow» 

hcfcs given up hoftages to fdcrender it to thenv. 

Yon will be pfeafed,. mc^ft redoubted lord, tafaf 

wlvat you will do/ The king replied, ^ibat * he 

'^vo^ld- advife upon it, and they fhottld have b» 

«*x-Cwer/ He then left them, and retired to hig 

^tksimber. I am ignorant if he fummoned his 

^^oxmcil or not, or how the matter was managed; 

thefe fix men were there for eight days with- 

'C obtaining any anfwer, nor did they again feff 

^ king. 

The day came for the farreradcr of the towR 

ore any of the deputies retiirned. The duke, 

^^^efore, fent bis marfhal to Entenya, on the 

*^inth day, to fay, that if the town were not for- 

^^ttdered, according to the terms of the treaty, 

«^ would inftantlv cut off the heads of the hoft- 

^^S'^s. The marftial, on arriving at tbe barriers, 

'^^tiitlier he fummoned the inhabitants, thus ad- 

^**^fred them, — * My good people, the duke of 

■*-— ^^hcafter fends me to know why youi have not 

*^ bought him the keys of the town, and put your- 

*^lves under his obedience, as you were in duty 

•^^Dund ? The nine days expired, as you know> 

3=^^fterday. If you da not iniiantly comply, he 

"^^ill order the heads of the hoftages to be ftrack 

^^fF, and then march hither to ftorm the town, 

^vhen you will all be flain, without mercy, likjj^ 

^^ thofe of Ribadavia/ 

The men of Enten9a, hearing this, were much 
Afraid, not only for themfeives, bat alfo for their 

• • • 

friends 
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friends who were pledged for th6 obferrance of 
the treaty, and replied, — ^ In good truths my 
lord marflial, the duke has reafon for faying what 
you tell us ; bat we know not what is become of 
the deputies we fent to the king of Caftille^ nor 
what can have kept them at Validolid.* ^ Sirs^ 
they may perhaps be confined,' faid the marfhal ; 
• for the news they carried could not be very 
pleafant to the king, and my lord will not longer 
wait. Confider well what anfwer yon make; 
for, if it be not agreeable, I am ordered to com- 
mence the attack.' They anfwered; ' i/Ly lord, 
onlv allow us time to collect all the inhabitants 
together, that we may know their determina- 
tions.' • I confent to it,' faid he. 

They entered the town once more, and, bjf • 
found of trumpet in every ftreet, the inhabitants 
were fommoned to the market-place, where, 
when aifembled, the chief citizens told them alt 
that had paiTed between them and the marfhal. 
Having agreed to furrender the town, for the 
releafe of their hoitages from prifon, whom Aey 
were unwilling lo lofe, they returned to the 
marihal and faid, — ' Marihal, vour demands 
are reaibnable, and we are readv to receive, as 
fovereigns, the duke and dnchefs of Lancafter in 
cur town, of which here are the kevs. We urill 
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accompany you to the duke*s quarters, if you 
will have the goodnefs to efcort us.' * I will 
willingly do that,' faid the marihal. There came 
out of Enten^a upwards of fixty perfons, carry- 
ing with them the kevs of the cates : the mar- 
fltal conducted them to the duke, and obtained 
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.for them an audience, where they were well re- 
ceived, and had their hoftages given up. . The 
duk^ entered Entenca the fame day, where he 
w^as lodged, and as many of his people as could 
be accommodated. 

Four days after the furrender of Entenca, the 
fix; deputies returned from Validolid. They were 
afked why they had llaid fo long: which they 
anfwered, by faying they could not help it. 
They had indeed feen and fpoken to the king^ 
who replied that he had heard them, and would 
advife on what anfwer to give ; * but, though we 
waited eight days for it, we are come back with- 
out any, for no further notice was taken of us/ 
They had heard in Validolid, that the king waS 
expecting great fuccours from France ; that 
xiumbers of men at arms were already arrived, 
and quartered up and down the country; but 
that their commanders, fir WiUiam de Lignac 
and fir Walter de Paffac, were roll behind; that 
the main body of the army, with the knights 
and fquires, were on their march for Caftille, but 
that thofe who had been retained to ferve under 
the duke of Bourbon were ftill at their homes. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

THE COUNT DE FOIX PERMITS THE FRENCH 
CAFTAINS TO PASS THROUGH HIS TERRI- 
TORIES, ON CONDITION THEY' PAY FOR 
WHATE\1:R THEY TAKE. — THEY ARRHE AT 
ST. JEAN PIED DE PORT, AT THE. ENTRANCE 
OF NAVARRE. 

SIR William de lignac and fir Wdter de 
Pafiac paAng through Fraoce^ affemMed 
their men in the Toulou&in, Narbonnois and 
Carcaflbne, where, as the}" arrired, they quar- 
tered then^elves in the richeft ports, and raanj 
never paid aoy thing for what they tod^ 
News was i>roiight to the count de Foix at 
Ortbes, wheie he refided, that the French men 
at anus were advancing near his conntry, with 
the intent of ofiarching through it in their wsiy 
to CalUlle. Thofe who told him this added, — 
* But, my lord, the mifchief is, tlmt they pay 
for nothing tliey take, and the pec^le fly before 
Ihem as if they were Englifli. The captains are 
rtill at CarcaiTone, and their men OTerran firom 
ihenco all llie adjacent countries. They croft 
lht[> t»af>onne at Touioufe, and enter Kgorre, 
lV\^tt wliouce they will foon be in your terri- 
lurit'Qii; aiuU if tli^ev do there, what ther have 
dune ou ihtMr mai^h, they will greatly injure 
ycmr domaiit^ of Beam. Confider, therefore, 
h«iw y«« will act/ 
^i Th« 
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The count de Folx, who had inftantly formed 

4iis refolution, replied, — * I will, that all my caf- 

'jklfes, as well in Foix as in Beam, be well garri- 

•foned with men at arms, and that all the country 

•be piit on its guard, as if an immediate battle 

nrere to take place; for I will not fufFer from the 

wars in Oaftille. My lands are free; and, if the 

'French wanit to pafs through them, they fhail 

itruly pay for whatever they may want, or they 

« fliiall be (hut againft them. This I order you, fir 

William and fir Peter de Beam, to fee obeyed/ 

Thefe twtyknights were baftard-brothers, valiant 

in'an»^s,und aWe to fupport the count's orders. 

They replied, 'they ^ould undertake the charge 

-willingly. 

pFoCld^nation'Was'tnade, throughout the terri- 
^orie9<>f the count, for every one to provide him- 
self with proper •arms, and to be -prepared to 
march on inftant notice, wherever fent for. 
'Numbers o^tt»e to -Foix, Beam, and the ftew- 
artry of To^^ttfe, prepared for battle ; one hun- 
<lred of vi^h^to, good lances arid well appointed, 
were fettt to the city of Palmes*, under the com- 
ifrnand of »fir -Efpairig du Lyon ; fir Cicart de St- 
iLegier to Mozeresf ; fir 'Peter de Beam pofted 
^^itnfelf ^t'BeHe-put J, on the entrance into Foix, 
with another hundred fpears; fir Peter de Ca- 
beftan, at St. Thibaut, on the Garonne; fir Pe-^ 
ter Menaut de Noailles with fifty lances at Po- 

* Palmes. Q. la Palme^ a village in lower Languedoc, 
Uiocefe of Narbonne. 

t Mozeres. Q. Mazcres, on the Gs^rc* 
. t Belle-put. Q. Belpuech. 



192 

lammick; fir Peter de la Toce at the caftle of 
JLamefun; the baftard d'Efpaign at Morlasj fir 
, Arnold William with, at the utmoft, one hundred 
Ipears at Pau* ; fir Guy de la Motte at Mont- 
marfeu ; iir Raymond de Chatelneuf at Sauve- 
terret; fir Evan de Foix, baftard-fon to the 
count, at MontefquieuJ ; fir Verdol deNenofan, 
and fir John de Sainte Marcel^ at Oron§ ; fir 
Hector de la Garde at Mont-gerbiel ; fir John 
de Chatelneuf at Erciel ; fir John TAifiie, who 
bad the command of the caftle of Beauvqifin, 
was ordered to be very attentive to the whole of 
that frontier, and fent his coufin, fir Arnaultoh 
d'EfpaigUi to St. Gaudens||. In ftiort, there was 
not a town or caftle in Foix and Beam unpro- 
vided with men at arms, which the count faid 
were fufficient to oppofe double their numbers ; 
for they amounted, in the whole, to twenty 
thoufand picked men at arms. 

It was told to fir William de Lignac,who refided 
at Touloufe, and fir Walter de Pafl^ac, at Carcaf- 
fone, how the count de Foix had fummoned his 
men at arms and reinforced all his carrifons -, and 
that U was reported he would not fuffer their array ' 
to pafs through his country • The two knights, on 
hearing this, though captains of the others, were 



* Pau> a city in Beam. 

t Sauveterre, feven leagues from Pau. 

I Montefquieu. Q. Montefquieu de Volvetre. 

§ Oron. Q. Ornolac, a town in Foix, diocefe of Pamiers^ 

II St. Gaudens, a town in Gafcony, capital of the Nebouzan, 
fituatcd on ihs Garonne. 

much 
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much aiioiiiflied, and appointed aday to meet and 
confer on tlie lubject. They met at the caftle 
of Aury, liaif way between Touloufe and Car- 
caflbne, when the following converfation paffed 
on the means of gaining permiffion from the 
count de Foix to march through his territories.: 

' I wonder,' faid fir William, ' very much, 
that neither the king of France nor his council 
have written to him, to obtain liberty for us to 
march quietly through Foix and Beam. You 
mull go to him, iir Walter, and amicably ex- 
plain how we are feut by the king of France to 
continue our march peaceably, and to pay for 
whatever we may want; for you mull know, 
that the count de Foix is fo powerful, that he 
can, if he pleafe, fliut up the pafiage, and force 
1)3 to go round by Arragon, which would be too 
long, and much againil us. In truth, I know 
not of whom he is fufpicious, nor why he has 
thus llrengtheued his towns and caftles, nor if he 
have formed any connection with the duke of 
Laucafter; but I beg of you to go thither, and 
learn the truth of what we have heard.' ' I 
■will willingly do fo,' replied fir Walter; and the 
two knights^ having dined together, took leave 
of each otherj and departed ditlerent ways: fit 
William de Lignac returned to Touloufe, and 
Iir Walter de PafTac, attended by only forty 
liorlie, crofled the Garonne at St. Thibaut, 
where he met fir Menaut de Noailles, who en- 
tertained him handfomely. Sh: Walter alked, 
where he could find the count de Foix. He re- 
plied, ' At Orthes.!' ( )).• ^-ly-jt v 

Vol. VIII. O TVe 
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The two knights having paffed fome little 
time together, converfing on different matters, 
feparated, and fir Walter went to St. Gaudens, 
where he made good cheer. On the morrow^ he 
came to St. John de Riviere, and, riding through 
Lane>-bourg, fkirted Malvoifin, and lay at Tour- 
nay, an inclofed town of France, The next 
day he dined at Tarbes, and ftaid the whole 
day: having met the lord d'Anchin, and fir 
Menaut de Barbafan, two great barons of Beam, 
they had much converfation together; but, as 
the lord de Barbafan was an Armagnac^ he 
would not fay any thing favourable of the count 
de Foix. Sir Walter, on the morrow, left 
Tarbes, and dined at Morlas in Beam, whare 
he found fir R^inald William, baflard-brother 
to the count, who received him kindly, and faid, 
— ' Sir Walter, you will meet my lord of Foix 
at Orthifes, who, you may be afTured, will be 
glad to: fee you.' * God grant it may be fo,' 
anfwered fir Walter; *for I am coriie purpofely 
to wait on him/ 

. They dined together, and fir Walter went af- 
terwards to Mont-gabriel, where he lay. Oa 
the enfuing day he arrived at Orthes, abdiit 
eight o'clock in the morning, but could not fee 
the count until the afternoon, when he ufually 
left his chamber. The count de Foix, hearing 
of the arrival of fir Walter de Paffac, haftened 
to leave his apartment fooner than common; 
and fir Walter^ feeing him come, out of liis 
chamber, advance*, to meet him, and faltiti^ 
him very refpectfuUy. The count, who wag 
o»t'i * perfectly 
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r>erfectlv politP, returned thefalute, and, taking 
liini by the hand, faid, — 'Sir Walter, you are 
welcome : what biijinefs has brought you to 
Ifearn?' 'My lord,' replied the knight, 'fir 
William de Lignac and myfelf, whom the king 
of France has appointed commanders of th? 
force which, you rauft have heard, he is fend- 
ing to affirt the king of Caftille, have been 
giyen to understand that you intend to prevent 
lis, by iliutting your country of B^arn against 
lis and our men." Tjie count repHed, — 'Sir 
Walter, under favour, I never mean to clofe 
my country against you, nor any perfon who 
anay travel peaceably through it, and pay ho- 
nestly and fairly for whatever they may want, 
to the fatisfaction of my people; for I have 
fworn to defend and protect them in their rights, 
as good landholders ought to do, for upon thefe 
terms do they pofl'efs them. But I have heard 
tliat you have a fet of Bretons, Barrois, Lo- 
rainers and Burgundians, who never think of 
paying. It is againit fuch I (hall clofe my 
country; for I will not have my people harrafied 
nor opprelfed.' 

' It is the intention of my brother-comman- 
der and myfolf,' replied fir Walter, ' that no 
one pafs through your lands without paying for 
all things peaceably and to the contentment of 
your people, otherwife let him be arrefted and 
punifiied according to your laws, and make refr 
titution for the damage he may have done, or 
we will make fatiifaction for him, on having 
him given up to us; and, if no gentleman, we 

NS\\\ 
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« 

will inflict fuch exemplary juftice on him, in 
the prefence of your people, that all may take 
warning. Should the ofFender be a gentleman, 
we will make ample feftitution for what he may 
have done, fhould he be unable fo to do him- 
felf. This order (hall be proclaimed, by found 
of trumpet, ia all our quarters, and we will 
have it repeated when on the point of entering 
your territories, fo that no one may excufe him- 
felf, by pleading ignorance, and in confequence 
act otherwife than honeftly. Tell me, if this 
be fatisfactory to you.' 

^ Ye3, fir Walter,' replied the count, ^ X am 
contented with what you fay : and you ape wel- 
come to this country, for I fee you with plea- 
fure : but come, let us go to dinner, it is now 
time, and we can have fome further conrerfa- 
tion. Accurfed be this war of Portugal, fir 
Walter; for I never fuflfered fo much as I did in 
one battle between the kings of Caftille and 
, Portugal, when I loft the flower of my men at 
arms firom Beam, who were there flain. When 
they took leave of me, I forewarned them to 
act with caution, for the Portuguefe were a 
hardy race, who, whenever they had the upper 
hand, fliewed mercy to none. I advife you, 
therefore, that when you and fir William de 
Lignac, who are the commanders of the men 
at arms that have pafled, and of thofe that, are 
to follow, are arrived in Caftille, and the kiog^ 
aiks counfel of you, you be not too hafty va 
r^ommending a battle with the duke of Lan- 
QB&ev and the king of Portu^, without ev5* 
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fient atlvaritagr, nor with the Englifli and Por- 
tugupfc; for tliey are a hungry race, and the 
Englilh are, for two reafons, eager to fight. 
They have not gained any thing for fome time, 
but rather loft, confequently are poor: they 
therefore wifli to hazard an engagement, in 
hopes of gain; and thofe who are bold, and 
anxious to obtain the property of others, fight 
raliantly, and are commonly fortunate. Th« 
other reafon is, that the duke of Laneafer fees 
clearly he can never fucceed in winning the 
crown of Caftille, which he claims in right of 
his wife, but by a battle; and that, if the day 
fhouid be bis, and the king defeated, the whole 
of Caitille would furrender, and tremble before 
him. For this has he landed in Gahoiaj and 
given one of his daughters in mam:Tge to the 
king of Portugal, who is to afhii him with all 
his might in his claim. I mention this, becaufe 
(boiild matters turn out unfortunate, you and ^1 
fir William de Lignac would be more blamed 
than any others.' 

' My lord,' anfwered fir Walter, ' I return 
you many thanks for the advice you give me. 
I ought to follow what you fay ; for you arcy 
at this day, the wifeft of Cbriftian princes, and 
the moft fortunate in your affairs. But my 
oimipanion and myfelf are under the duke ol ' 
Bourbon, who is our commander in chief; and'^ 
until he be arrived in Caftille, we fhall not 
haften our march, and will not, for what any 
perfon may fay, prefs the engaging with our 
enerties.' '"■,''• ii''^. '^ 
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Other converfaJkion now took place, until the 
count de Foix called for wine. When it was 
brought, fir Walter and all prefent dranfc j6f it, 
and took leave of the count, who re-entered 
his chamber. Sir Walter returned to his lodg- 
ing, 'accompanied by the knights of the cbuflt's 
houfqhold; and, at the ufual hour, he again 
went to the caftle and fupped with the count. 
On the morrow, after dinner, fir Walter t6bk 
leave of the count, who, among other gifts, 
prefented him on his departure with a handfome 
horfe and mule. Sir Walter, having returned 
him his thanks, and his* attendants being ready, 
mimnted his horfe and.quittiedOrthesforEfciel, 
Wibere he lay that night. He arrived at Ta?bes 
the. fjodlowing day, for he had ridden hard fo 
finifb :thi9 day^s journey, ivhere he halted, that 
he might write to fir William de Lignac refpect- 
ing the fuccefs of his vifit to; the count de Foix. 
He told him he. might order the army to> ad- 
vance, . as they would find the country of Bc^am 
and the towns open to them, by paying for 
whatever they might, want, but not othefwife. 
. The meflenger delivered this letter to fir Wil- 
liam de Lagnac at Touloufe, who, having read 
it, communicated the contents to the leaders of 
the men at arms, and gave them orders to be- 
gin the march, and to. pay for \yhatever they 
might want in Beam, or ; they would be called 
upon to make due reftitu:iion. 

This order was proclaimed, by found of trum- 
pet, in all their quarters; and, fhortly after, 
th^ men at arms began their march from Tou- 
loufe, 
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Ivufe, Carcaffone and other places, towards 
Bigorre. Sir William de Lignac left Touloiife,' 
and, ou his arrival at Tarbes, found liis brotUer-' 
commander, fir Walter de PalTac. Tliey mu- 
tually entertained each other with good cheer> 
as was natural, while their men at arms were- 
continually pafling towards Bigorre, wUereithey 
were to aflemble and traverfe Foix aivi Beam, 
in a body, to crofs the Gave at Orthfes. 

The instant you leave Beam you enter the 
country of the Bafques*, where the king of 
England has large poffelTions in the archbiOiop- 
rick of Bordeaux and billioprick of Bayonne. 
The inhabitants of fourfcore villages, with 
churches, attached to England, on hearing of 
this march of the French, where greatly alarmed 
lest their country would be overrun and fpoiled, 
for at that time there were not any men at arms 
to defend it, Thofe therefore counfelled toge- 
ther who were of the most influence and of the 
largest properties, and determined to negotiate 
with the French for the ranfom of ttieif country. 
They, in confequence, fent four deputies to 
Orthes, empowered to treat for peace. They 
related to Ernauton duPin, a fquire of the count 
de.Foix, an agreeable and difcreet man,' the 
caufe of their coming, and entreated him, 
when, in two days time, fir William and fir 
"Walter Ihould come to Orthes, to alTift them in 
their treaty. This Ernauton readily promifed; 
and as they lodged with liim, he aided them fo 

* Bafques, a rmall country near the Pyrenees, bouniiedby 
Spain, the fea, the river Adour and Beam. 
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much that they were well (atisfied to pay tUro 
th6Qfand'frtocs to fave their country from; ruin. 
The ^cownt ' de Fbix again dnijertained the com- 
maflders' at dinner^ »nd' giave fir William de 
lignac a beautiful horfe. On the morrow, they 
marched to Sauveterre; and Entered the country 
of the Bafques ; and though it had been fan- 
{otltmiithef feized provifion wherever they found 
any, but continued their march, without doing' 
fuiiirher' mifchief, to St. Jean Pied de Port, at 
the entf^nceof Navarfe. ' i • 

. ^^. •: \ •■■til. 
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giR JOH:^ HOUAND AJSJ^.'SIR; RpGINALl? PBROYE 

^J PmiFORM A Tlti;, .INfTKE,TOWNiOFiE^TEN9A, 

BEFORE THE KING ANP Q^EEN OF; PORTUGAL 

AND THE DUKE ANlD DUCHIESS OF lANGASTJER. 

YOU have before beard how the town of &i'- 
tenya furrendered to the duke of Laneafter,^ 
for the king of Caftille fent tliither no stfliftance ; 
and how the duchefs of Lancafter and her daugh- 
ter i>\fifited the kin^ and queen of Portugal at 
Oporto, when the king .a^iad : bis court, as was 
nght, received them; moft honourably. During' 
the ^y of the duke of r Lancafter in Enten^a^a^ 
herald arrived from yaKdolid, who demanded 
where fir John Holkiiilfd Wafe lodged. Chi being 
flieWn thither, he foxioA iir John within, and, 
bending his knee, ptefented him a letter, fay- 
ing 'y ' Sir, I am a herald at arms, whom fif 
Reginald de Ro^e fends hither : he falutes you 
f(i* by 
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, letter.' Sir John anfwered, he would willingly 
do fo. Having opened it, he read that fir Re-t 
ginald de Roye entreated him, fur the love of 
his miflrefs, that he would dehver him from his 
yow, by tilting with him three coiirfes with the 
lance, three attacks with the fword, three with 
( the battle-axe, and three with the dagger; and 
that, if he chofe to come to Validolid, he bad 
provided him an efcort of lixtj' I'pears ; but, if 
it were more agreeable to him to remain in En- 
ten^a, he defired iie would obtain from the duke 
of L,ancaftc-r a paifport for liinlfBlf and tlihty 
companions. > 

When fir John Holland had periifed the let- 
ter, he fmiledj and, looking at the herald, faid, 
-^-' Friend, thou art welcome; for thou haft 
brought me what pleafes me much, and 1 ac- 
cept the challenge. Thou wilt remain in my 
lodging, with my people, aijd, in the courfe of 
to-morrow?, thou (halt liave my anfvver, whether 
the tilts ar^ to be in Galicia or Caftitle/ The 
herald replied, 'God grant it,' He remained 
'm fir John's lodgings, where he was made com- 
^ fortable; and fir John went to the duke of Lan- 
cailer, whom he found in converfation with the 
marlhal, and fliewed the letter the herald had 
brought. ' Well,' faid the duke, ' and have 
you accepted it ?' ' Yes, by my faith have I ; 
and why not? I love nothing better than fight- 
ing, and the knight entreats me to indulge him : 
confider, therefore, where you would choofe it I 
fliould take place.' The duke mufed a while, 
and then faid; ' It fhall be pec?otme4 m ^Iwa 
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town : have a paflport made out in what terms 
. you pleafe, and I will feal it.' ' It is well faid^ 
replied fir John ; * and I will, in God's name^ 
foon make out the paflport.' 

The paflport was fairly written and fealfed^ 
for thirty knights and fquires to come and re- 
turn; and fir John Holland, when he delivered 
it to the herald, prefented him with a handfbme 
mantle lined with minever and twelve nobles; 
The herald took leave and returned * to Valido- 
Md, where he related what had pafled,_ and 
fliewed his prefents. . * 

News of this tournament was • carried to 
Oporto, where the king of Portugal kept= htir 
court. *In the name of God,* faid the' king, 
f'l will be prefent at it, and fo ftiall my queen andF 
the ladies.' * Many thanks,' replied the duchefs ; 
for I ftiall be accompanied by the king and queen 
when I return.' It was notlong after this con-^ 
verfation, that the king of Portugal, the queeii, 
the duchefs, with her daughter and the ladies of 
the court, fet out for Enten9a, in grand array. 
The duke of Lancafter, when they were near at 
hand, mounted his horfe, and, attended by.^ 
numerous company, went to meet them. When 
the king and duke met, they embraced each 
other moft kindly, andtikntered the town toge- 
ther, where their lodgings were as well prepared 
as they could be in fuch a place, though they 
were not fo magnificent as if they had been at 
Paris. 

Three days after the arrival of the king of Por- 

^, came fir Reginald de Roye, handfomel j 
ipanied by knigUts and fc\uireS) to the 
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amount of fix fcore hoife. They Mere all pi*a» I 
perly lodged; forthe duke had given his ofiicetf M 
lirict orders they (hould be well taken care oE I 
On the morrow, fir John Holland and fir R4* I 
ginald de Roye armed themfelves, and rodehitd.l 
a fpacious clofe in Entenc^a, well fiinded, wheri ■ 
the tilts were to be ^lerformed. Scafiblds weiij ■ 
erected for the ladies, the king^ the duke, an^ I 
the many Englifti lords who had come to witnefi 9 
the combat; for none had flaid at home. ;) ■ 

The two knights, who were to perform thii ■ 
deed of arms, entered the lifts fo well armed au3 fl 
equipped that nothing was wanting. Thejc-fl 
fpears, battle-axes and fwords, were brougUkfl 
them; and each, being mounted on the heft fafl 
horfes, placed himfelf about a bow-fhot difianf m 
from the other, but, at times they all prancefl ■ 
about on their horfes moft gallantly, for tbejf I 
knewevery eyetobeupon them. ""I 

All being now arranged for their combai|}fl 
which was to include every thing, except puQd ■ 
ing it to extremity, though no one could fortfiiB 
fee what mifchief might happen, nor how it I 
would end ; for they were to tUt with pointed, ■ 
lances, then with fwords, which were fo fliarp J 
that fcarcely a helmet could refift their ftrokeg^B 
and thefe were to be fucceeded by battle-ax^^H 
and daggers, each fo well tempefed that nothidjfl 
could withfl;and them. Now, confiderthe perils ■ 
thofe run who engage in fuch combats to exaJ|i M 
their honour, for one unlucky firoke puts .an enj^ 
to the bufmefs. Kjtfl 

Having braced their targets and examine<J "• 
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each other through the vifoi-s of their helmets, 
they fpurred on their horfes, fpear in hand. 
Though they allowed their horfes to gallop as 
they pleafed, they advanced on a9 ftraight a 
line as if it had been drawn with a cord, and 
fait each other on the vifors, with, fuch force that 
fir Reginald's lanoe was fhivered into four pieces^ 
ivhich flew W at5;reater height than they could 
htetve been throwln. All prefent illowed thi& to 
be gallantly done; Sir Jbhn Hofland ftruck fit 
ileginald lifcewife on the vifor, but not with the 
fame fuccefs^ and I will tdl yon why. Sir Re- 
ginald had fantilightly laced on his hdmet^ fo 
thgt'it was held by on4 thong only, which brol^i 
iKt tfee blow, and the helmet flew over his head; 
living sir Reginald bare-headed. Each pstflod 
the dtherj'and fir John Holland bore his liMifed 
WHhotit-halting! Th^fpectators cried cmtthatit 
was a handfome cowtTe. The knights returned 16 
, their ftations, when' fir Reginald's . hdnftet was 
fitted on again, and another lanx^e given to him r 
fir. John grafped his own, which was^not wovftedi 
When ready, they fet off full gallop, for they 
had excellent horfes under them, which they 
vreil knew how to manage, and again rfiruck 
each other on the heknets, fo that fparkil 6f 
fire came from them, but chiefly from fvt JtAm 
Holl^nd^s. He received a very fevere blow,- for 
this time the lance did not break; neither did fir 
JMm's, which hit the vifor of hisadverfary with* 
outfftuch effect, pafTing through and leavings i« 
on the crupper of the horfe, and fir Reginald 
i»us once more bare headed. ^ Ha,' cried the 

Englifh 
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EngliHi to the French, 'he does not fight fair; 
why is not his helmet as well huckled on as fir 
John Holland's? We fay he is playing tricks: 
tell him to put hinifelf on an equal footing with 
his adverfary.' ' Hold your tongues,' faid the 
duke, 'and let them alone: in arms, every one 
lakes what advantage he can : if sir John think 
there is any advantage in thus fallening on the 
helmet, he may do the fame. But for my part, 
H'ere I in their situations, I would lace my 
helmet at tight as pofiihlei and, if one hundred 
were a(ked their opinions, there would be four- 
fcore of my way of thinking.' The Englilh, on 
this, were silent, and never again interfered. 
The ladies declared, they had nobly jufted; and 
they were much praifed by the king of Portu- 
gal, who faid to sir John Fernando, * In our 
country they do not tilt fo well, nor fo gallantly: 
what fay you sir John?' ' By my faith, sir,' 
replied he, 'they do tilt well; and formerly I 
fiiw as good juds before your brother, when we 
were at Elvas to oppofe the king of Caitille, 
between this Frenchman and sir William 
Windfor ; but I never heard that his helmet 
was tighter laced then than it is now.' 

The king on tliis turned fiom sir John to ob- 
ferve the knights, who were about to begin their 
third courfe. Sip John andlir Reginald eyed each 
other, to fee if any advantage were to be gained, 
for their horfes were fo excellent that they could 
manage them as they pleaied, and, (licking 
fpnrs into them, hit their helmets fo fliarplj 
that their eyes firuck fire, and the ilmfts of their 
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lances were broken. Sir Reginald was again 
unhelmed^ for he could never avoid this hap- 
pening, and they paffed each other without fall- 
ing. All now declared, they had well jufted^ 
though the Englifti, excepting the duke of I^n- 
caller, blamed greatly fir Reginald: but hefaid^ 
^ he confidered that man as wife who in combat 
knows how to feize his vantage.^ Know,* added 
he, addrefling himfelf to fir Thomas Percy and 
fir Thomas - Moreaux, * that fir Reginald de 
Roye is not now to be taught how to tilt : he 
is better ikilled than fir John Holland, though 
he has borne himfelf well.' 

After the courfes of the lance, they fought 
three rounds with fwords, battle-axes and dag- 
gers, without either of them being wounded. 
The French carried off fir Reginald to his lodg- 
ings, and the Englifh did the fame to fir John 
Holland. 

The duke of Lancafler entertained this day 
at dinner all the French knights and fquires : 
the duchefs was feated befide him, and fir 
Reginald de Roye next to her. After -dinner, 
they entered the prefence-chamber; and the 
duchefs, taking fir Reginald by the hand, led 
him thither : tfeey were followed by the other 
knights, who converfed on arms and on other 
fubjects a long time, almofi; until wine was 
brought. The duchefs then drew nearer to the 
French knights, and thus fpoke: *I wonder 
greatly how you knights of France can . think 
of fupporting the claims of a bafl;ard ; for it is 
wdl known to the whole world, that Henry,- 
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who calUd himfelf king of Caflille, was a baf- 
tard, and how you can thus, with your armss 
and counl'e], difniherit the right heir of Caf- 
tille and deprive him of the crown : for this I * 
know, that myfelf and filier are the legal daugh- 
ters of the late king, don Pedro; and God, who 
is Truth itfelf, knows that our claim on Caftille 
isjuli.' The la<ly, when fpeaking of her father 
don Pedro, could not refrain from tears, as (he 
doated on him. Sir Reginald de Roye bowed 
to her, and thus replied : ' Madam, we know 
that what you have faid is true; but our lord, 
the king of France, holds a different opinion 
from yours, and, as we are hia- fubjects, we 
muft make war for him, and go whitherfoever 
he may fend us, for we cannot difobey him.' 
At thefe words, fir John Holland and fir Thomas 
Percy handed the lady to her chamber, and the 
wine and fpices were brought. The duke and 
his company drank of them, and the French 
knights took their leave : the horfes being ready 
at their lodgings, they mounted and left En- 
ten^a. They rode that day to Noya, which 
was attached to the king of Callille, where they 
repofed themfelves, and then continued their 
journey to \'alidolid. 



20S 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

THE KING OF PORTUGAL PROMISES TQ ENTEft 
CASTILLE WHILE THE DUKE OF LANCASTER 
^FINISHES THE CONQUEST OF GAXICIA, AND 
THEN TO UNITE THEIR FORCES. 

THE king of Portugal and the duke of Lan« 
cafter had a long conference together the 
4ay after this tournament, when, I believe, 
thftir plans of operation were fettled. Tt\e.king 
of Portugal having aiTembled his aroiy ready to 
take the field, it was detertnined that he (hould 
enter Caflille, while the duke remained ivk 
Gaiicia to conqueir fuch towns and caftles as 
had not acknowledged him for king; and it 
was likewife refolved that if king John of Caf- 
tille ma,de any movements which fliewed an 
inclination for battle, they were to join their 
forces. It was judged, that if the two armies 
wcre-always united, there would be difficulty in 
procuring forage for fuch numbers. Other evik 
might arife alfo refpecting forage and quarters ; 
for the Englifh are hafty and proud, and the 
Portuguefe hot and impetuous, eafily angered, 
and not foon pacified. But, in the expecta- 
tion of a battle, they would agree as well toge- 
ther as Gascons. 

Having determined as above, the king of Portu- 
gal addrefTed the duke of Lancafter, — * Sir, when 
l^nUiitQarA that you have taken the field, I will do 
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the like ; for my men are ready and eager iot 
battle.' The dtike replied; 'I will not long 
continue idle ; but as I have heard there are 
fome towns in Galicia ftill in rebellion, and that 
the people will not acknowledge me, 1 mull firft 
conquer them, and will then march where I may 
the fooneft meet my enemies.' 

Upon this, the king and queen of Portugal 
took leave of the duke and duchefs, as did the 
lady Catherine their daughter ; for it had been 
fettled, that during the war Ihe Ihould live with 
her fister in Portugal, as the place of greateft 
fecurlty for her, and the duchefs was to return 
to Sant Jago. Thus were thefe matters arrang- 
ed, and the king of Portugal and his coUft fet 
out for Oporto, and the duchefs for Sant Jago, 
each party well efcorted by knights and iquiresi 
but the duke remained with his army at Enten- 
te, or in the neighbourhood. They were very 
eager to commence the campaign, for it was 
now the pleafant month of April, when the 
grafs was ripe in the meads, the corn in ear, 
and the flowers in feed; for it is fo hot in 
that country, that the harveft is over in June : 
they therefore wiflied to perform fome exploits 
in arms while the weather was fo fine, for it 
was a pleafure at fuch a feafon to be out in the 
fields. 

We mull now fpeak of the arrangements of 
the French, and of the king of Caftille, as fully 
as we have done of the Englilh. 

Vol. VIII. P CHAP. 



210 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

SIR WILLIAM DE LIGNAC AND SIB WALTER DE 
PASSAC TRAVERSE THE KINGDOM OF NAVARRE 
WITH THEIR ARMY, AND ARRIVE AT BURGOS, 
WHERE THEY MEET THE KING OF CASTILLE. 

YOU have heard how sir Walter de Paflac 
obtained permiffion from the count de Fpix 
for the French army, intended for Caftille, to 
pals through B^am. The count iikewife gave, 
of his own free will, (for he was no way bound- 
en tQfaiio fo) very rich prefents ,to fuch knights 
and fquires as waited on him at the cafUe of 
Orthes, to pay th^ir refpects, and tell him 
what was palling in the way of news. To fome 
he gave two hundred, to others one hundred, 
fifty or forty florins, according to their ranks ; 
and, as the tre^furer afTured me, the paiTage of 
this firft division coft the count de Foix one 
thoufand francs, without including the prefents 
he made of courfers and hackneys. Now ihew 
me the prince who does fuch things, or who 
has the inclination to do them. In good truth, 
fo desirous am I of fpeaking to his advantage, 
it is a pity that fuqh a one ftiould ever grow old 
and die ; for he is not furrounded by bafe mi- 
nions, who tell him, * Take this, give that; 
take on all sides.' No, he never had, nor will 
have any fuch about his perfon : he does all him* 
felf J for he has, by nature, abilities to know to 
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whom he fliould give, and from whom he lliould 
take, when required. True it is, that the 
large prcfents he makes opprefs his people ; for 
his revenue is not equal to giving every year 
at lead sixty thoufand francs, and keeping up 
his eftablifhmeuts, which are unequalled by 
any one, and to the aniafling a treafure to 
ferve him in cafe of accidents. He has been 
for thefe lafl thirty years, laying by large 
fums; and they fay there is in the tower of 
Orthcs one hundred thoufand francs, thirty 
times told. His fubjects only pray to God 
that he may have long life, and never com- 
plain of any thing he does ; and I have heard 
them fay, that on the day he fliall die, there 
will be ten thoufand perfons in Orthes who 
would wifli to die alfo. Consider that this muft 
be the effect of their affection ; and, if they 
have fuch great love for him, they have reafon 
for it, as he maintains ftrictjuftice, and his fub- 
jects enjoy their lands free and in peace, like 
to a terrellrial paradife. Let it not be thought 
that I thus fpeak through flattery, or my love 
td him, or for the prefents he has made me ; for I 
can readily prove all I have faid of the gallant 
count de Foix, and flill more, by a thoufand 
knights and fquires, if called upon. Let us re- 
turn to sir WilHam de Lignac and sir Walter de 
Paffac, the commanders of the men at arms def- 
tined for Cafiille. 

Having croffed Bafques, and the pafs of Ron- 

cefvalle-s, which took them three days, (for, 
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though it was in the month of April, the fnows 
and C0I4 were fo deep and fevere, that they had 
much difficulty in the paffage with their men 
and horfes,) they arrived at Pampeluna, the 
Ipbgdom of Navarre being open to them. The 
^ing of Navarre was unwilling to difpleafe the 
Ifing of CaftiDe, as his fon Charles de Navarre 
bad married his sister : and when the lail trea« 
ties were concluded, during the reign of the late 
4on Henry, they were fo flrong as bound the 
l^ng of Navarre to peace. Indeed, he can 
meyer vfithfiand the king of Caftille, unlefe he 
have the ^gs of Arragon and England for his 
allies. 

. The king of Navarre very amicably receiVed^^ 
^ Papipelpna,, the leaders of this force, and 
had them, with fbme other knights that accom- 
panied theip, to dine with him in his palace. 
After dinuiei:, he led ^m ipto his^ council cham- 
ber, and began co9yeiiations on differetit fub- 
j^ts (for he was a wondrous fubtle and eloquent 
inan), and at last 1;urned the difcourfe on France^ 
and haAngued on the wrongs the king of France 
^nd his council had unjustly done him, by de- 
priving him of his lands in Normandy, which 
bad defcended to him from his predecessors the 
kipgs of France and Navarre. This injury he 
ihould never forget, for he had lost, by the 
feizure of lands in Normandy, Languedoc, and 
in the barony of Montpensier about sixty thou^ 
fand francs of yearly rent, and in refpect of this 
grievance he knew not to whom, i^xcept to God, 
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to apply for redrefs. * I do not fay this, my 
lords," added he, ' that you Oiould any way in- 
terfere in the businefe; for I know you have not 
the power, nor would any thing you could fay 
be listened to. You are not of the king's coun- 
cil, but knights-errant and foldiers, who are 
obliged to march wherefoever the king or his 
council may order you. This is fact; bat I fay 
it to you, becaufe I know not to whom I can 
complain, except to all who Ihall come from 
France through this country.' 

Sir Walter de Paffac replied, — * Sir, what you 
fay is true : nothing will be done by any recom- 
mendation of ours; for, ia truth, we are not of 
the king's council. We go whitlier we are fent; 
and my lord of Bourbon, uncle to the king, is 
our commander, and, as you know, is to fol- 
low us this road : you may lay your complaints 
before him, either when coming or on his re- 
turn, for he has much influence, and your 
wrongs may be redrefled. May God aiiiftyou, 
for the honour you have done us! When re- 
turned to France, we (hall praife your atten- 
tions, to the king, as well as to the duke of 
Bourbon, our commander, whom we fliall fee 
firft.' 

Wine was now brought, of which they par- 
took, and then left the king, who parted from 
them kindly, and fentto each, at their lodgings, 
a handfome war-horfe, to their great joy. Tlie 
men at arms thus paffed Navarre, and arrived 
at Logrogno, were they inquired after the king 

of 
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4Df Caftille. They were told he had refided for 
tome time at Validolid, but that he was then at 
Burgos, making great preparations of ftores and 
provifion. 

Thejr then followed the road towards Burgos, 
leaving that into Galicia, which country was 
not fecure, for the Englifti had marched far into 
it. News was brought to the king of Caftille, 
that great fuccours were on their march, to the 
amount of two thoufand lances from France. 
This delighted him greatly, and he fet out 
from Validolid, accompanied by ten thoufand 
borfe, for Burgos, where the French, on their 
coming, were quartered over the country. They 
were daily joined by others from France, 



dHAP. XXXIV. 

MANY PLANS ARE OFFERED TO THE KING OF 
CASTILLE FOR CARRYING ON THE WAR: HE 
IS DETERMINED BY THE COMMANDERS OF THE 
FRENCH FORCE TO DELAY AN ENGAGEMENT 
UNTIL THE ARRIVAL OF THE DUKE OF BOUR- 
BON, AND TO MAKE EXCURSIONS FROM THE 
DIFFERENT GARRISONS. 

OIR William de Lignac and sir Walter de 
^ Paflac, on their arrival at Burgos, waited 
on the king, at his palace, who received them 
kindly, and thanked them for the trouble and 
pains they had taken, out of affection to him, 
ajnd for coming to affift him. The knights bow- 
ed 



ed, and faid, * that if they eoufd do any, thing 
, effential for his fervice, their pains and trouble 
would foon be forgotten.' Many councils were 
holden, to consider whether to march againll 
the enemy, or carry on the war by excursions 
from the garrifons, until the duke of Bourbon 
arrived. The two knights faid ; ' Seud for sir 
Oliver du Guefclin, sir Peter de Villaines, sir 
Barrois des Barres, Chatelmorant, and the other 
companions, who are better acquainted with 
'this country than ourfelves, for they have come 
hither before us, and we will then confer toge- 
tlier; and if it pleafe God, your kingdom fhall, 
from our counfels, acquire both profit and re- 
nown.' 

The king faid, they had fpoken openly and 
loyally, and he was willing their advice fhould 
be^bllowed. Secretaries were inftantly employ- 
ed in writing preffing letters to the different 
knights and others, whom they wi(hed to fee, 
which were fent oiT by meflt'ugers to the differ- 
ent parts where they resided. When it was 
known to them that sir William de IJgnac and 
sir Walter de Paffac were come, and had fent 
for them, they were much pleafed. They left 
the towns and cajlles in which they were garri- 
foned, under the command of fuch as they could 
depend on, and haftened to Burgos, where, in a 
ftiort time, good part of the chivalry of France 
were collected. 

The king of Caftille held a grand council with 
the barons aud knights of France, on the man- 
ner of commencing the campaign, for they 
knew 
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knew the enemy had taken the field. He was 
deisirous of acting in a manner becoming th^ 
honour of a kiiig, and for the benefit of his 
e<:)untry. Many were the debates, and the 
amount of the force in Caftille was eftiihated. 
It was faid that the king could fummon into the 
field thirty thoufand horfe, with their riders arm- 
ed according to the cuftom of the country, with 
darts and javelins, and thirty thoufand infantry, 
if not riiore, with flings. The French knights 
considered all this, and faid it was certainly n 
great number of people, but it was ufelefs as an 
fl^rttiy ; for they had formerly acted in fo cow-* 
ardly a manner that no confidence could be 
placed in them. Through their cowardice, the 
prince of Wales had won the battle of Najara ; 
and the Caftilfians had been completely defeated 
by the Portuguefe at Aljubarota. ^ 

The count dt Lerma took up thisfpeech, and 
Supported the Caftillians. By way of excufe, 
he faid, — ^ With regard to the battle of Najara, 
I muft beg leave to fpeak to that. It is true 
that many noble knights from France were pre- 
fent with sir Bertrand de Guefclin, who fought 
valiantly, for they were all flain or captured ; 
but you muft alfo know, th^t the flower of 
knighthood, of the whole world,' was under the 
command of the prince of Wales, whofe gOod, 
fenfe, courage and prudence, were uilri vailed, 
Such is not now the cafe with the duke of Lan-r 
cafter. The prince had, at the battle of Najara, 
fuU ten thoufand fpears, and six thoufand arch* 
ers ; ^ud among the chivalry were three thou^ 
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fand equal to the Rolands and Olivers ; fuch as 
sir John Chandos, sir Thomas Felton, sir Oii^ 
ver de ClifTon, sir Hugh Cahrerley, sir Richard 
de Pontchardon, sir Grarfis du Chatel, the lord 
de Raix^ the Lord de Rienx, sir Louis de Har- 
court, sir Guifcard d' Angle, and hundreds more 
irhom I could name, who were then prefent, 
but who are either dead or have turned to out 
side. Thefe are not now oppofed to us, nor is 
the event fo doubtful as it was in former times, 
fo that whoever has confidl^nci^ in me» will join 
my opinion for an inftant dtmibat ; and that we 
inarch to ccofs the river Diieto, which will re- 
dound to our honour/ 

This fpeech of th6 count de Lenna was atfen* 
4;irely liflehed to by the council^ and maay were 
of his mind. Sir Oliver de Guefclin next fpoke: 
' Count de I^rma, we know that what you hare 
uttered proceeds frofh the good fimfe and cou- 
rage you poffefs ; and, fuppofe we were to march 
and offer combat to the duke of L«ancafter, had 
we no other enemy, we (hould do well; but 
you have forgotten the king of Portugal, whom 
we (hall have on our rear, and whofe forces con- 
sist, as we have been informed, of twenty-five 
hundred lances ^d thirty thouland other men. 
It was the dependance on the king of Portugal 
that made the duke land in Galicia; and we 
know that their alliance is very much strengthen- 
ed by the marriage of the king with the duke's 
daughter. Now, let us hear what you can fay 
to this/ 

an 
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' In God's name/ replied the count de Ler- 
ma, * the French being four thoufand lances, 
are more than a match to combat the duke of 
Lancaster; and the king, with his Castillians, 
to the amount of twenty thoufand horfe and 
thirty thoufand foot, as they fay, may furely 
withstand the king of Portugal : it appears to 
me fo clear, that I will rifk the event with them.* 
The knights from France, feeing themfelves 
thus rebuffed by the count de Lerma, faid, — 
* By God, you are in the right, and we in the 
wrong, for we ought^ firft to have weighed what 
you have faid: it fhall be fo, fince you will it, 
and no one feems to oppofe it.* * My lords^* 
faid the king, * I beg of you to confider well the 
advice you give me, not through hafle or pride, 
but with all attention, that the beil plan may 
be adopted. I do not look on what has been 
faid as decifive, nor approve of it: I will that 
we meet again in this fame apartment to-morrow, 
and particularly that you fir William de Lig- 
nac, and you fir Walter de Paifac, who have 
been font hither by the king of France and duke 
of Bourbon, as the Commanders in chief, do 
confer together, and examine- carefully what 
will be the moil honourable and profitable for 
my kingdom; for you (hall determine whether 
we march to offer combat to our enemies or not.* 
They bowed to the king, and faid they would 
cheerfully attend to his orders. The conference 
then broke up, and each retired to his lodging. 
The French knights had this day after dinner, 

and 
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} ' and in the evening, m'uch converfation on the 
Subject. Some faid, — ' We cannot in honour 

'! offer battle until the arrival of the duke of Bour- 

ti "ban J for how do we know what will be his inten- 
tions, to fight or not ? Should we engage aud 

I, ,T)e victorious, the'duke will be highly indignant 
againft the captains from France : ftiould we be 

f defeated, we not only ruin ourfelves, but Caf- 
-tille alfo; for if we be flain, there can be no 

" 3iopes of recovery to the Caltillians, and the 
iing will lofe his crown. We (hall be blamed, 
Should this happen, more than any others ; for 

' it will be faid, that we propofed the battle, and 
"were ignorant advifers, Befides, we know not 

( if the country be unanimous in their affection 

j to the king, or whether they may not have fent, 
underhand, for the duke of Lancaiter and his 
lady, as the legal heirefs ofCaftille, for flie is 
the daughter of don Pedro, as is well known to 
all. Now ihould the Caftilliaus fay, on feeing 
the duke and the Englirti in the field, that his 
is the jufteft caufe, for that king John is a baf- 
tard, they may turn about towards the latter 
end of the day, as they did at Najara, and leave 
us to be flain on the fpot. Thus there is a dou- 
ble danger, for the king and for us, They miift 
be mad or foolifli who advifea battle; and why. 
have not thofe who ought to have fpoken, fuch 
as fir William de Lignac and fir Walter de Paf- 
fac, delivered their fentiments ?' ' Becaufe,' 
replied others, ' they wiflied to know our opi- 
nions firft; for it is not poflible but that, when, 
they left the council of France and the duke of 
Bourbon, 
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3ourbon, they were well inftracted how to acfe 
We fliaii all know to-morrow.* 

There was much difputing this evening be- 
tween the knights from France, as well as among 
thofe of Caftille. The wellwifliers to the king 
would not advife him to offer battle, for the 
ireafon that if they fhould be defeated, the king- 
dom was infallibly loft. The king himfelf was 
of this opinion : he dreaded the chances of war, 
for he was ignorant of the fupport he fhould 
have, and whether he was beloved by all his 
fubjects or not. 

The matter thus remained until the morrow, 
when they were again afiembled in the prefence 
of the king. 

In this conference there were many fpeaker^, 
fpr all were desirous to offer the king advice to 
the beft of their abilities : it was vifible the kiog 
was againft the plan of the preceding day, for he 
had not forgotten the unfortunate event of the bat- 
tle of Aljubarota, where he was defeated by the 
king of Portugal with fuch lofs, that another simi- 
lar to it would lofe him his realm. When all had 
delivered their opinions, sir William de Lignac 
and sir Walter de Paffac were alked theirs ; for, 
as they were the commanders in chief, every 
* thing ftiould be ordered and execilted by thetti. 
The two knights looking at each other, sir 
William faid, ^ Do you fpeak, sir Walter.' * Not 
I,* replied sir Walter: * do you, for you have 
been longer ufed to arms than myfelf.' Sir 
William, having paufed a while, thus fpoke 
' Sir king, you ought, methink?, to return man' 
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to this noble chivalry of France, who have 
come fo far to ferve you in your dillrcfs, and 
■who have (hewn you fuch affection as to decline 
ihutting themfelves up in any of your castles or 
■towns, hut are eager to take the field and com- 
tat your enemies wherever they may find them : 
"vhich, however, faving your grace and the good 
"^villyou fliew, cannot he done at prefent for many 
xeafons; the principal of which is, the abfence 
of my lord the duke of Bourbon, who will foon 
arrive with a considerable reinforcement of men 
; at arms. There are alfo many of our knights 
and fqnires who have never before been in this 
country, and are ignorant of the roads, to which 
they muft attend ; and things which are haftily 
concluded never end well. Inftead, therefore, 
of attempting a general engagement, we fliall 
carry on the war for two or three months, or 
as long as may he neceffary, from different 
garrifonS, and let the Engliih, and Portuguefe 
. overrun Galicia, or other parts, if they can, 
}i' they conquer a few towns, it will be no great 
lofs; we will regain them before w.e quit tlie 
country, for they Qiall only borrow them for a 
time. To conclude : in warfare there are many 
unforefeen events, and the Englifh during the 
hot feafon, may, in their various excurfions 
through Galicia, meet with fuch difficulties, 
and fuffer fuch diforders, as may make them re- 
pent ever having undertaken the bulinefs; for 
they will not find the climate like that of France, 
nor the wines fo good, nor the water fo pure, 
as ID gm country j but the rivers muddy and 
co\^. 
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cold from the melting of the fnows on the mouiX' 
, tains^ which will chill them and their horfes af- 
ter the burning heat of the fun in the day-time," 
and be the deftruction of both. They are not of 
iron or fteel, and muft in the end fuflfer from the 
heats of Caftille, but like to ourfelves ; and we 
cannot any way more eafily defeat them than by 
avoiding a combat, and allowing them to go 
whitherfoever they pleafe. They will find no- 
thing to pillage in the low countries, nor any 
thing to comfort themfelves ; for, I am informr 
ed that has been all deftroyed by our people, for 
which I praife them greatly, and, were it now 
undone, I would have given them fuch orders. 
Now, if any perfon can give better advice, let 
him do fo, for fir Walter and my felf will cheer- 
fully liften to him.* 

The council unanimoufly replied ^ * We ap- 
prove of what fir William has offered, and can- 
not but think it the best advice for the king and - 
kingdom of Castille.' It was then determined 
to wait for the duke of Bourbon and the stores 
before they made preparations for taking the 
field, but to garrifon strongly the frontier, and 
fuffer the Englifh and Portuguefe to overrun 
Castille at their 'pleafure; for, when they return- 
ed from their excursions, they could not carry 
away the land with them. The conference end- 
ed, all left the chamber; and this day the king 
entertained at dinner, in his palace at Burgos, 
the barons and knights of France : it was mag- 
nificently grand, according to the custom in 
Spain. On the morrow, before noon, all the men 
M ara^s were fent off to tVv^Vc dMfexetA. ^^xtl- 
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» fons, with instructions from their leaders how to 
,' act. Sir Oliver du Guefclin, count de Longue- 
■ville, was ordered, with a thoufand fpears, to a 
I tolerably strong town on the borders of Gali- 
1 cia, called Ville-iaincte ;* fir Reginald and fir 
I Tristan de Roye to another town, ten leagues 
further, but on the frontier of Galicia, called 
j' Ville-d'Agillare-de-Chauip, f with three hun- 
1 dred lances, fir Peter de Belefine, with two hun- 
dred lauces to Benevente; the count de Lerma 
to the town of Zamora; fir John des Barres, 
with three hundred, to the castle of Noya; fir 
John de Chatelmorant and fir Tristan de la Jaille, 
with others, to the city of Valencia; thevifcount 
de Beiliere to the town of Ribefda, with fir John 
and fir Robert de Braquemont. In fuch manner 
were the men at arms divided : fir Oliver du 
Guefclin was nominated constable, having the 
largest body under his command ; and fir Wil- 
liam de Lignac and sir Walter de Paffac remain- 
ed near the king at Burgos, and attended him 
■wherever he went. 

Thus were aftairs managed in Castille, waiting 
for the duke of Bourbon, who was still in France 
making his preparations. But we will leave the 
armies of Castille and of the duke of Lancaster, 
for a Ihort time, and return to them again wlicn 
necelfary, to fpeak of fuch events as happened 
in France and England; many of which were 
strange enough, and dangerous to both king- 
doms, but particularly difpleafmg to the king of 
England and his council. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

THE CONSTABLE DE CUSSON MAKES GREAT PRE-- 
PAHATIONS TO INVADE ENGLAND. — MUCff 
MURMURING AND DISCONTENT IN ENGLANI> 
AGAINST KING RICHARD AND HIS COUNCIL. 

I HAVE before related at length, how the 
grand expedition, which was preparing at 
SInjs to invade England, was broken ap ^ but 
to fliew how mnch the French were in eameft, 
and that it might not be faid they had given it 
over through cowardice, but were ftiU eager to 
huid in England, it was ordered that the confta- 
ble Ihould (ail thither in the month of May, when 
the weather was fine, and the fea calm. His 
force was to confift of four thoufand men at arms- 
and two thoufand crofs-bows, who were to aflem- 
ble in a toinni of Brittany called Treguier,* fitu- 
ated on the fea-coafi, and oppofite to Cornwall. 
His preparations, which were very considerable, 
were all made there, and the horfes were to em- 
bark at that port, the more easily to overrun 
England; for without horfes, no war on land can 
be carried on with effect. In this harbour were 
numbers ofveffeb of all defcriptions, which ware 
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* Tireguier. — ten leagiies north-weft of St. Bneuz« and 
tvn^'^liitc Mrth-«ift of Brcit 

laden 
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laden with wines, falted meats, bifcuit, and other 
things in fuch quantities, as might ferve them 
four or five months, without requiring any thing 
from' the country ; fop the conftable knew, that 
when the Enghfh IhouMhear of his landing, they 
■would deftroy all the lowlands, to prevent him 
from having any fupport; and it was for this rea- 
fon he had provided fuch immenfe ftores. 

Another large fleet, to invade England, was 
likewife prepared at Harfleur, by tlie lord de 
Coucy, the lord de St. Pol and the admiral of 
Trance, who were to embark on board of it with 
two thoufand fpears; but it was faid that this 
was folely intended to force the duke of Lancafter 
to withdraw himfelf and his army from Caftille. 
The duke of Bourbon was ftill at Paris ; for he 
knew the duke of Lancafter muft return to Eng- 
land, and it would be unneceffary for him to take 
fo long a journey to Caftille, The army of the 
conftable confifted of Bretons, Angevins, Man- 
ceaux, Saintongers, and knights and fquires from 
the adjoining countries. That of the count de 
St. Pol and the lord de Coucy was compofed from 
the ifle of France, Normandy and Picardy. The 
<luke of Bourbon had two thoufand fpears from 
!Berry, Auvergne, Limoufin and lower Burgundy. 
Such was the diftribution of the forces in France; 
a,nd every man knew bow he was tg he employ- 
ed, whether in England or Caftille. 

England was, at this period in greater danger 

■t-lian when the peafants, under Jack Straw, rofe* 

in rebellion, and marched to Loudon ; and I will 

Vol. VIII. Q teVl 



1 



M 



M6 

tell jpu th^ cftufe, Tbe nqbles and gentlemra 
wepQ unanimous, at that time, in their fupport 
of th^ king, but now there were many ferioiK 
differences bfstween them. The king quarreUe4 
with his uncles of York and Gloceiler, and they 
were equally difpleafed with him, cauiied> as it 
was fiud, by the intrigues of the duke of Ireland^ 
the fole confidant of the king. The commonalty^ 
in many to^vns and cities , had noticed thefe quar* 
rein, and the wifeft dreaded the confequence$ 
that might enfue; but the giddy laughed at 
them, and faid^ they were owing to the jealoufy 
of the king's uncles, and becaufe the crown wai» 
not on their heads. But others faid, — ^ The king 
is young, and puts his confidence in youfigfiers: 
it would be to his advantage if he confulted his 
uncles more, who can only wiih the profp^ty 
of the country, than that puppy, the duke of 
Ireland, who is ignorant of ail things, and who 
never faw a battle.' Thus were the Englifb di^ . 
vided ; and great difailers feemed to be at hand, 
which was perfectly known all over France, and 
caufed them to haft^n their preparations for in- 
vading the CQuntrjr, and adding to its miferies. 
The prelates of England were alfo quarrelling: 
the archbifhop of Canterbury \yith that of Yorl|, 
who was of the houfe of Neville. They hated 
each other mortally, becaufe the lord Neville ha4 
been appointed lieutenant of Northumb^rlancU 
in preference to the fons of the earl of Northum- 
berland, fir Henry and fir Ralph Percy^ which 
the archbiflipp, who was one of tl>e king's copn- 
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cil, had obtained for his brother, throDgl 
duke of Ireland. 

As foon as the Engh{h learnt that the camps 
near Slays were broken up, and the invafion given 
over, great murmurings were general throughout 
England. Thofe who wiihed mifobief faid, — 
• What is now become of our grand enterprifea 
and our valiant captains? Would that our gal- 
lant king Edward and his fon, the prince of 
Wales, were now alive ! We ufed to invade 
France and rebuff our enemies, fo that they 
were afraid to fliew themfelves, or venture to en- 
gage us, and, when they did fo, they were de- 
feated. What a glorious expedition did our king 
Edward, of happy memory, make, when he 
landed in Normandy, and marched through 
France, After many battles and other fine ex- 
ploits, he defeated king Philip and the whole 
power of the French at Crecy, and took Calaia 
before he returned home. Where are the knights 
and princes of England who can now do fuch 
. things? Did not likewife the prince of Wales, 
fon of this gallant king, make prifoner the king 
of France, and <lefeat his army at Poitiers, with 
the finall force he had, compared with that of 
Jiing John? In thofe days we were feared, and 
our renown was fpvead abroad, wherever chivalry 
"vas efteemed; but at this moment wo muft be 
-*lent, for they know not how to make war, ex- 
cept on our pockets : for this they are ready 
enough. Only a child reigus now in France, 
id yet he has giveaius mom alarms thaa any of 
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hi& pred^k^eflbrS, and fliews good coiir&ge aild in^ 
clination to invade us. It was not his fatih;; btit 
that of his advifers, that he did not attempt it. 
We have feen the time Avhen, if fuch a fleiet had* 
been known to have been collected at Sluysj the 
good king and his fons would have haftened to 
attack it; but now-a-days the nobles are de- 
lighted to have nothing to do, and remain in 
peace ; but they will not fuffer us to live in quiet^ 
te hing as we have any thing in our purfes. We 
have feen the time when conquefts were made by 
us in France, and no taxes demanded ; but every 
one was made rich from the great wealth which 
abounded in France^ What is become of the 
immenfe fums which have been raifed, as well 
by taxes as by the currentjrevenue ? They muii 
have been wafted or purloined. We muft knoW 
how the country is governed^ and who are the 
advifers of the king : it is not right that ftlch 
things be longer unattended to ; for this country 
is not fo rich, nor able to bear tlie burdens France 
does, which abounds in all things. It feems, alfo, 
that we are weakened in underftanding and ac- 
tivity as well as in courage 5 for we ufed to know 
what was intended by France, and what were its 
plans, fome months before they could execute 
them, by which we were prepared to refift them. 
Now, we are not only ignorant of what is going 
forward in France, ' but they are well* informed 
of all that paffes, though under the feal of fecrefy, 
in our councils, and we knownot vvhem to blame. 
But a day muft come when all this Will belpubu 
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lie; for there are fecretti'aitors in the coiliicili 
and the fodner this is inquired into the better: 
we may delay it fa long that it will be too late 
to provide a remedy.' Such converfations were 
very common, not only with knights and i'quireSi 
but among the inliahitants of many of the towns, - 
which placed the realm in much danger. 

The knights and fquires wiio had been fum- 
moned to the defence of the kingdom, now de- 
manded their pay; and other large fums were 
called for, to defray the great espenfes the king 
and his council had been at in gnardiiig the 
country againft the invafion from France. A 
jiarliament was therefore affembled in London, 
of the nobles, prelates and commonalty, to con- 
fider of laying a general tax throughout the 
country to anfwer all thefe demands. The par- 
liament adjourned from LiOndon to Weftminiter, 
ivhen thofe fummoned attended, and indeed 
many others, who came to hear news. The kilig 
and his two uncles of York and Glocefter were 
prefent; and the pai'liameni was harangued on 
thefubject of the finances, ayd allured that there 
ivas not in the royal treafury.morerthan fuilicient 
to fupport, even with eeosomy, the ufual ex- 
penfes of , the king. The council faid, there was 
■no «ther means than laying a generi^l tax on ail 
the country, if they were deiirous of .paying the 
great fums the defence of the ki.ugdom.hadcoft. 
Thofe i'rom the archbiilioprick of Canterburjc, 
■the billiopricks of Norwicli and Warwick, the 
counties of Devonfliire, Hampfliire andiW.iUfliife 
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ceadily affcttited^ becaufe they, knew better whaS 
had been done, and were more alarmed than thofe 
at a greater diftance^ in Wales, Briilol wtkiGom*^ 
watt, who were rebellions, and faid^-^^ Wefaa^ye 
never feen any enemies come into this comitry : 
why therefore fliould we be thus heavily taxed, 
and nothing done?* ' Yds, yes/ replied others.: 
^ let them call on the king's council^ the arch- 
bifliop of York and the dnke of Ireland, who re» 
ceived fixty thoufand francs, for the ranfom of 
John of Brittany, from the conllable of France^ 
which ought to have gone to the genial profit 
<^ the kingdom. Let them call on fir Simon 
Burley, fir William Elmham, fir Thomas Brknd^ 
fir Robert Trefilian and fir John Beauchamp^ 
who have govertied the king. If they gave a true 
account of the4iims raifed in England, or were 
forced fo to do, there wooMbe more than money 
enough to pay all expenfes, and poor people 
might remain in quiet.* 

Tlie king's uncles were much pleafed when 
thefe fpeeches were told them ; for thofe thej 
had named were unfi*iendly to their interefls, 
and oppofed their obtaining any favours firom 
the court. They encouraged fuch difoomsfcs^ 
and, to gain popularity, faid ; ' The go6d people 
who hold fuch language are welladvifedin.wiAbr 
ing to have an account of the mai:vagement of 
the finances, and inrefufing to pay their taxes ; 
ibr, in good trath^ there is cafli enough either 
mthojl^urlbsof the kang or of thofe who go- 

By 
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By degrees, this difconlent was much increaf- 
ed among the people, who declared againft any 
tax being laid on, Ai\i frlio grew bolder in their 
language when they faw that the king's uncles, 
the archbiftiop of Canterbury, the eafls of Sa- 
hifury and Northumberhmd, with.nrany other 
great barons, fupported them. The minift^rs, 
therefore, withdrew the tax, and faid thAt no- 
thing fhould bfc done in the matter until Mi- 
chaelmas, when the parliament would again 
meet. 

Thofe knights and fquires who were espect- 
ing their pay were much angered againft Itit 
king and his council for their difappointmerit, 
and tlie minillers appeafed them in tiife bell 
manil$y-they could. "When the parliament broke 
up, and the members went different ways, the 
king did not take leave of his uncles, nor they 
of him. The king was advifed to retire into 
Wales for a time until more favourable Circuni- 
ilances, which he agreed to, and left London 
without taking leave of any one. He carried 
with him all his council, except the archbifhop 
of York, who returned into his diocefe. It wa-f 
fortunate for him he did fo, otherwife it would 
have happened to him as to the other counfef- 
lors of the king, as I ftiall prefently narrate. 
But I muft fpeak as much of France as of Eng- 
land, when the matter requires jt. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

■ I • I 

. • I • • 

THE CONSTABLE OF FRANCE WITH SEVERAL' 
OTHERS MAKE PREPARATIONS TO INVAK 
ENGLAND. — THE DUKE OF BRITTANY PRAC- 
TISES TO PREVENT THIS EXPEDITION. 

WHEN. the fweet feafon of fummer aad the 
delightful month of May were come, in the 
year of our Lord IdS?^ while the duke of Ian- 
cailer was making conquefts in Gaficia, and, k 
conjunction with the king of Portugal, ovemui- 
;iiing Cailille without oppofition ; there iM^i « 
I before laid, great preparations making idfliftoe 
for the invafion of England, by the conftalde, at 
Treguier in Brittany, and by the count de St. Pol, 
the lord de Coucy and the admiral of Fnmoe at 
Harfleur. They had under their command b 
thoufand men at arms, two thoufand crols-bofs 
and fix thoufand lufty varlets, whom thej ia- 
tended to land at Dover and Orwell. It wai*- 
dered, that no one was to embark unle&heffCK . 
provided with fuitable armour and provjimftr 
three months. They were the flower o£ jdnnfay. 
and had plenty of oats and hay for their hoifa 
Their leaders had appointed & day for liulii^ 
which was now almoft arrived; and their fV' 
vaats were as bufily employed as at Slujs iiJ?^ 
ing in all ilores and other necefTariea at tbet^ 
ports of Treguier and Harfleur. The 1x0*' 
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arms, under the count de St. Pol and the ad- 
miral, were paid fifteen days in advance ; but 
they «ere ftill on fliore, and thofe in the more 
diflant parts were daily amving. 
, All things were now in fuch forwardnefs, no 
one could have imagined it -would not take place. 
It was not, however, broken up by the captains, 
but by a moft extraordinary event which hap- 
pened in Brittany. The king of France and his 
council were fordy vexed thereat; but, as they 
coutd not amend it, they were forced to endure , 
it as well as they could, and act prudently, for 
this was not the moment of revenge. Other news 
was brought to the king from Germany, at the 
fame time, which I will relate in proper time and 
place; but I will mention that of Brittany firft, 
as it fo occurred in point of time, and was the 
moft unfortunate, though the events in Ger- 
many were caufe of greater expenfe. 

If I were merely to fay, fuch and fuch things 
happened at fuch times, without entering fully 
into tlie matter, which was grandly horrible and 
difaftrous, it would be a chronicle, butnohiftor}'. 
I might, to be fure, pafs it by, if I had chofen it ; 
that I will not do, but relate fully the fact, if 
God grant me life, abilities and leifure to chro- 
nicle and hiftorify the matter at length. You 
have before feen, in different parts of this hiftory, 
Jiow fir John de Montfort, called duke of Brit- 
tany (who indeed was fo by conqiieft, though not 
y by..direct defcent), had always fupported the 
L Englifti to the ntmoft of liis power againft France. 

■Tiif - iT" w—rr tfmm 
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He had reafon to attach himfeir tQ l^em, Ibr 

■ 

they had made war for him, and without thm 
l^ffiftance he would never hare conquered hefwe 
Anray nor elfewhere. You know alfo, from thi» 
k^iffryy that the duke of Brittany had no power 
bver the greater part of' h\u nobles nor the prm* 
cipal towns; ixK>re efpeciaUy fir Bertrand da 
Guefchn, as long as he lived, ik Oliver de CKf« 
f&n, coniiable of Frsmce, the lords de Beaama^ 
Boir, de Laval, de Rai$> de Dinant^ the vifcomit 
de Rohan and4he lord de Rocheforty refufed him 
obedience ; and whichever way thefe knrds in^i^ 
dine the w^ole duchy follow their example* 
They were willing, indeed, to fupport him againft 
uny power but France; and truly 1 mull fay> 
that the Bretons have ever gallantly defended 
the honour of France, . as will be apparent to ao^ 
perfon who fhall read this hiilory. 

But let it not be faid, that I have been cor- 
rupted by the favour of count Guy de Blois ( wha 
has induced me to undertake, and has paid me 
for this hiftory to my fatisfaction), becaufe he was 
nephew to the rightful duke of Brittany ; for 
count Lewis of Blois was coufin-german to St. 
Charles^ who as long as he lived was the true 
duke. It is not fo ; for I will fpeak the truth> a&d 
go firaight forward, without colouring one fide 
more than another^ and that gallant prince who 
patronifed this hiftory never wilhed me in any 
way to act otherwife. 

To return to my fubject. You have readjiow 
.the duke of Brittany ^ when he found he could not 
'K *, manage 
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manage his fubjects, became fufpicious of tliem, 
ajid fearful ieli they Ihould arreft liim and confme 
him in one of the king of France's prifous. He 
le(t Brittany for England, with his houfehold and 
the lady Jane his duchefs, daughter of that good 
kni^bt fir Thomas Holland. After filing there 
fome time, he went to Flanders, where he refided, 
with liis couhn-german count Lewis, upwards of 
a year and half, when his country, being more 
favourable, fent for htm back. Some of the 
towns, however, on his return, continued their 
rebellion, efpecially Nantes; but all the barons, 
knights and prelates fubmitted to him, except 
thofe whom I have before named. 

In order to put them under his obedioffce, by 
means of fome of the principal cities which af* 
fented to his plans, and for the purpofe of giving 
alarm to the king of France and his council who 
were defirous of laying taxes on Brittany fimilaf 
to thofe of France and Picardy, which he and 
the country would never fufFer, he demanded aid 
from the king of England of men at arms and 
archers, affuring the council of England, that if 
the king or one of his uncles would come to 
Brittany, in fudicient force, the whole country 
would be open, and ready to receive them. 

King Richard and his council were greatly 
pleafcd on receiving tins intelligence, which 
feemed to them fo good, tliat they could not do 
better than accept the olfer, lince Brittany was 
fo well inclined to receive tliem. They ordered 
thither tlie earl of Buckingham, with four thou- 

fand 
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Cuid fpears and eight thoufand archers, who» 
having hinded at Calais, inarched through the 
kingdom of France without meeting any oppofl- 
6on, although they, frequently offered battle, a» 
you have before read. When they came to BritiJi 
tany, they exoected to find all ready to receive 
them, as they had indeed fufiained a long march,- 
but evny thing was contrary to wlmt had been 
promiied; for the duke's advifers had managed 
with fo much prudence, that they had made his 
peace with the young king of France: had 
Charles V. been alive, it could not have beien 
done, for he hated him too much« The duke of 
Burgundy, who was, at that time, at the head of 
Ae government of France, was greatly inftru- 
ioental in bringing this accommodation about 
through the entreatiies of his ducheis, who was 
very nearly related to the duke of Brittany. •He 
was, in confequence, forced to break all the en^ 
gagements he had made with the Englifli, fironi 
the impolhbility of his keeping them ; for Breton^ 
will never firmly join the Englifli in making war 
on France. They never had, nor ever will have^ 
ittch inclinations. The Englifh wrre obliged t6 
lodge themlelvea^ in A'annes and its neighbour- 
hood, and to futler the greatefi difliefs and po- 
▼ertv, which deliroxxHi manv of their men, and 
all their horfes. 

When they left Brittany, they were greatly 
difcontented with the duke, more particularly the 
eari of Buckingham, who, on his return to £Dg^ 
hnd, made fuch heavy complaints againft him 

to 



to the king, the duke of Lancafter and the coun- 
cil, that it was retblved by them to give John of 
Brittany his liberty, and carry him to Brittan}'-, 
to wage war againrt the dnke under his name. It 
was there faid,— ' Sir John de Montfort knows 
well that he owes his duchy folely to us, for with- 
out our aid he never could have gained it; and 
a pretty return he has made us, by wearing our 
army down with fatigue and famine, and fruit- 
lefsly expending our treafHre. We muft make him 
feel for his ingratitude ; and we cannot better re - 
venge ourfelves than by fetting his rival at li- 
bertv, and landing him in that country, where 
the towns and caftles will open their gates to him, 
and expel the other who has thus deceived us.' 

This refolution was unanimoufly adopted. 
John of Brittany was brought before the council, 
and told they would give him his liberty, regain 
for him the duchy of Bf ittany, and marry him to 
the linly Philippa of Lancafter, on condition that 
Brittany fhould be held as a fief from England, 
and that he wouhl do the king homage for it. 
He refuftd compliance with tJiefe terms. He 
would, indeed, have accepted the lady, but pe- 
remptorily refufcd to enter into any engagements 
inimical to France, were he to remain prifoner 
a,U his days. The council, hearing this, grew 
cool in their offers of freedom, and replaced him 
under the guard of fir Thomas d'Ambreticourt. 
This I have already related, but I now return to 
it, on account of the event whicli*happened in 
Brittany, as being the confequencc; for tlic duke-, 
-well aware h« was in difgracc with all England, 
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was greatly alarmed at the dangers that might 
enfue, from the treatment the earl of Buckingham 
and his army were forced to put up with, ftont 
the breach of all his engagements. Neither the 
king of England nor his uncles longer wrote him 
fuch friendly letters as they were ufed to do be* 
fore the earl of Buckingham's expedition. His 
alarms were much increafed when he heard that 
John of Brittany was returned from England* 
and faid, the Englifh bad given him hrs liberty 
in revenge for his late conduct. 

The duke upon this determined, by one bold 
firoke, to recover the favour of England, and to 
do it fo fecretly and opportunely that the Eng- 
Irfh fhould thank him. He knew there was not 
a man on earth whom they more hated and 
dreaded than fir Oliver de ClifTon, qonftable of 
France; for, in truth, his thoughts were daily 
and nightly employed on the means to injure 
flDgland. He was the propofer of the late great 
armament at Sluys, and the chief director of 
thofe carried on at Treguier and Harfleur. The 
duke, therefore, to pleafe the Englifh, and to 
fh^w be Iiad not much depeudance on, nor kyire 
for the French, refolved to prevent the intended 
invafion of England taking effect : not, indeeil^ 
by forbidding his lubjeQts to join in this attaei: 
on England, under pain of forfeiting their lasidfli^ 
for that would have too clearly difcovered the 
fide to which he leaned^ He went to work more 
iecretly, mA thought he cpuld not act more to 
his advantage than to cM^refl the confiable, and 

i.lum l!0 dMth^ jEqi: rtiiich the EogUfli wo^ 

thank 
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thank him^ as they hated him much. ^He^wsm 
not afraid of his family, as it was not powerful 
enough to make war againil him; for he had but 
two daughters, one married to John of Brittany, 
and the other to the vifcount de Rohan. He 
could eafily withftand them ; and, as there would 
be but one baron flain, when dead, none woul4 
make war for him. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

THE DUKE OF BRITTANY SUMMONS HIS BARONg 
AND KNIGHTS TO A COUNCIL AT VANNES, — 
SIR OLIVER DE CLISSON, AND THE LORD DE 
BEAUMANOIH ARE MADE PRISONERS IN THE 

CASTLE OF ERMINE, AND IN GREAT DANGER 

» 

OF THEIR LIVES. 

THJ^ duke of Brittany, to accomplifh his plai:^ 
appointed a great par^ament to be holdea 
at Vannes, and fent very affectionate letters tQ 
his barons and knights, to entreat they would' be 
prefent ; but he was particularly prefling with 
the conilable of France, adding, that he was more 
^xioys to fee hkn thsm all the reft. The con- 
fiable never thought of exguOng himfelf, for th^ 
duke was. now his acknowledged Iprd^ and he . 
ivifhed to be in his favour : he came therefore to 
Y^Jines, as did great numbers of other barons. 
The affembly was numerous^ and lafted fomp 
time; and many things were difcufled which 
concerned the dujce and the country, but the in- 
tended invafion of England was never touched 
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<5n, for the duke pretended to know nothing about 
it, and kept a ftrict filence. The parliament was 
held in the caftle de la Motte at Vannes, whercf 
the duke gave a grand dinner to the barons of 
Brittany, and kept them in enjoyment and affec- 
tionate converfation until night, when they re- 
turned to their lodgings, in the fuburbs without 
the town. At this dinner were the greater part of 
the barons of Brittany, towards the end of which 
the duke fhewed them the moil friendly atten- 
tion; but he had other thoughts in his heart, 
unknown to all excepting thofe to whom he had 
confidentially opened himfelf. 

The ^conftable of France, to pleafe the knights 
of Brittany, and becaufe he thought his office re- 
quired it, invited all who had dined with the iiuke 
to dine with him on the morrow. Some came, 
but others went home to take leave of their wives 
and families; for it was the intention of the con- 
ftable, on leaving Vannes, to make for Treguier 
and embark on board his fleet, which was ready 
for him. All this the duke knew, but never laid 
one word ; for he wiflied to have it believecj that 
he was ignorant of it. 

When the duke entered the hotel of the confta- 
ble, and was announced, all rofe up, as was right* 
and kindly received him in the manner in which 
their lord ftiould be accoffed. He behaved in the 
moft friendly manner, and, feating himfelf amonjg 
them, eat and drank, and Ihewed them ftroh^er 
marks of affection than hie had ever before done. 
He faid, — * My fair firs, friends and'CoWpaniohs, 
God fend that you may ever come and gii froiti^tine 
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with equal pleafure, and that you may perform 
f fuch deeds of arms as may fatisfy you and gain 
you profit and renown.' ' May God,' they re- 
plied, ' render you the fame, and we moil hum- 
bly thank you that you are thus kindly come to 
fee us before we depart,' 

You mull know, that in thefe days, the duke 
tf Brittany was building a very handfome and 
ftrong caftle near Vannes, called the caftle of 
Ermine, which was almoft completed. Being 

I eager to catch the conftable, he faid to him, the 
lord de Beaumanoir and other barons, — ' My 
dear firs, I eutreat that before you quit this 
country, you will come and fee my caftle of 
Ermine, that you may view what I have done, 
and the plans I intend executing,' They all 

' accepted his invitation; for, his behaviour had 
been fokind and open, that they never thought 
he was imagining mifchief. They accompanied 
the duke on horfeback to this caftle; and, when 
arrived, the duke, the conftabie, the lords de 

I Laval and de Beaumanoir difmounted and en- 
tered within its ap^irtments. The duke led the 
conftabie by the hand from chamber to cham- 
ber, and to all parts, even to the cellars, wliere 
wine was offered. When he had carried them 
all over it, they came to the keep ; and, flopping 
at the entrance, the duke faid, — ' Sir Oliver, 
there is not a man on this fide of llic fea who un- 
derftands mafonry like you : enter, therefore, I 
beg of you, and examine the walls well; and, if 

■lyou fay it is properiy built, it shall remain, other- 
wife it shall be altered,' The conftabie, who 

*■ Vol. VHI. R xVoNi-^t 
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thought nothing ill was intended, replied, he 
would cheerfully do fo, and defired the duke to 
go firft. * No,^ faid the duke : * go by yourfelf, 
while I talk a little here with the lord de Laval/ 
The conllable, defirous to acquit himfelf, en- 
tered the tower and afcended the ilaircafe. 
When he had pafled the firft floor, fome armed 
raen, who had been there posted in ambush, 
knowing how they were to act, shut the door be- 
low them, and advanced on the constable, whom 
they feized, and dragged into an apartment, and 
loaded him with three pairs of fetters. As they 
were putting them on, they faid, — * My lord, 
forgive what we are doing; for we are obliged 
to it by the strict orders we have had from the 
duke of Brittany* .' If the constable was alarm- 
ed, it is no wonder ; but he ought not to have . 
been furprifed, for, fince the quarrel which he. 
had had with the duke, he would never come 
near him, though many invitations and paifports 
were fent. He was fearful of trusting himfelf 
with the duke, in which he was justified ; for, 
when he did come, you fee the confequences of 
the duke*s hatred, which now burst out. 

When the lord de Laval, who was at the en- 
trance of the tower, heard andfaw the door shut 
with violence, he was afraid of fome plot against 



* Thefe excufes were afterwards of no avail ; for the ton- 
liable puniflied them according to their d^ferts.. Heonlj 
pardoned a fquire, named Bernard, who had the humaiiitj 
to give him his cloak, to preferve him from the dampnefi o( 
the pla^. — Hut, de Bretagne. . t 

^his. 



\ his brother-ill-law ; and, turning to the duke, ^^H 
I who looked as pale as death, was confirm- ^^H 
[ ed foinething was wrong. He faid, — ' Ah, ^^H 
my lord, for God's fake what are they doing ? _^^^ 
Do not life any violence against the conftable.' 1 

' Lord de Laval, mount your hopfe, and go f 

hence, for you may depart when youpleafe: . 

I know well what I am about.' ' My lord,' re- ,; 

plied the lord de I-aval, ' I will never depart 
without my brother-in-law the conftable.- At 
thefe words, the lord de Beaumanoir {whom the ' 

duke greatly hated) came and afked where the 
constable was. The duke, drawing his dagger, i 

advanced to him and faid, ' Beaumanoir, dost 
thou widi to be like thy master ?' ' My lord,' 
replied Beaumanoir, ' I believe my master can- 
not but be in a good plight.' ' I a(k thee again, 
if thou wouldst wifli to be like him.' ' Yes, my 
lord,' faid de Beaumanoir. The duke then tak- 
ing his dagger by the point', faid, — 'Well then, 
Beaumanoir, fmce thou wouldst be like him, 
thou must thrust one of thy eyes out*.' The lord i 

de Beaumanoir, feeing, from the duke's counte- I 

nance, things were taking a bad tarn, cast him- I 

felf on his knee and faid, — ' My lord, I have 
that opinion of your honour and noblenefs of 
mind, that, if it pleafe God,- you will never act 
otherwife than right. We are at your mercy, 
. and are come hither folely to accompany you, 
and at your own request : do not therefore di«. 
* Alluding to ihe conftable Iiaving but one eye. He iofl 
H at the bailie of Auray ; notwilhftaudinig whicb, he never 
quitted the field of battle. 

R 2 \\^i■L^Q^rc 
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honour yoirfelf, by executing any wild fcheme, 
if fuch be in your thoughts, for you may here- 
after repent of it.' 

' Go, go/ replied the duke : ^ thou shalt have 
neither better nor worfe than him/ He was 
then arrested, by thofe who had previoufly re- 
ceived their orders, dragged into a room, and 
fettered with three pairs of irons. He was 
much alarmed, as you may fuppofe, for he knew 
the duke loved him as little as he did the con- 
stable, but he could not then h^lp it. 

News was foon fpread through the castle and 
town, that the constable and the lord Beauma- 
noir had been arrested and confined ; but it fur* 
prifed many that the lord de Laval was not con- 
fined with them ; and that the duke had allow-^ 
ed him to depart when he pleafed. The con- 
flable's imprifonment aflonished all who heard 
it ; and not without caufe; for it was faid^ the 
duke'^ hatred was fo strong, he would have him 
and his companion put to death. ^ 

The duke was exceedingly blamed by all 
knights and fquires who heard of this : they 
faid, — * That no prince had ever dishonoured 
himfelf fo much as the duke of Brittany. 'He 
invites the constable to dine with him, who ac*- 
cepts the invitatioti, goes to his palace and 
drinks of his wine. He is then requested to 
view his buildings, wherein he is arrested : ne- 
ver was the like heard of. What does the duke 
think to do with him ? He has rendered him- 
felf infamous, for never was there a more dis- 
graceful act; and, henceforward, no one wiU 
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have confidence in princes, fiiioe the duke hai 
thus played the traitor, and, by treacherous 
means, enticed thefe gallant men into his cas- 
tle, wherein he imprifons them. What will the 
king of France fay to this ? and efpecially as 
the confequence must be that he must give up 
the intended invafion of England. Never was 
fuch wickednefs thought of. At prefent he has 
difcovered what was rankling in his heart. Did 
any one in Brittany, or elfewhere, ever hear of 
the like ? If a poor knight had done fo, he 
would have been for ever difgraced. In whom 
can any man place confidence but in his lord, 
who is bounden to act uprightly, and redrefs 
fuch wrongs as his vaflals may complain of? 
Who can take upon him to panish this deed, or 
who is capable of it, but the king of France ? 
The duke now openly shews his attachment to 
the English, and that he means to aflis^ them, 
by thus preventing Ihe expedition against them 
taking eflFect. What ought the knights and 
fquires of Brittany at this moment to do ? Why, 
they should inftantly leave their homes, and 
hasten to lay fiege to the eaftle of Ermine, 
and inclofe the duke within it, and never depart 
until they have taken him, dead or alive, and 
carried him, like a falfe and difloyal prince, to 
the king of France, for him to punish him ac- 
cording to hisdeferts.' 

Thus did thofe knights fpeak, who had been 
at the parliament, and who had not left Vannes 
and that part of the country; but they were 
rnuch afraid Isst the duke flionld put them 
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to death* c Others faid,-—« The . lord de. Laval vk 
ilill with the duke, .and, will prevent it 3 for h6 
is fo wife and prudent, he will check the duke*3 
rage.' In leffect, hedidfo; fori had he not ex- 
erted himfelf to the utmost, there is not a doubt 
but that ti>e constable would have been murder- 
ed that night,, had he had athoufand lives. 
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CHAP, XXXVIII. 

I ■ 

THE CONSTABLE DE CLISSON, THROUGH THE 
EXERTIONS OF THE LORD DE LAVAL, OB- 
TAINS HIS LIBERTY, iv PAYING A LARGE 
SUM OF MONEY, AND DELIVERING UP TO 
THE DUKE OF BRITTANY SOME OF HIS 
CASTLES. 

TT may be readily believed, thistt the constable 
-*• was not at his eafe, when he foUhd himfelf thus 
entrapped and ironed. He was guarded by thirty 
men, who were unable to comfort him, for they 
could only obey their lord's orders. In hi§ own 
mind, he confidered himfelf as a dead man : for 
he had not the ihoft distant hope of any ailifi- 
ance coming to him. He had his fetters taken 
thrice from him, and was stretched on the floor; 
for the duke, at one time, would have him be- 
headed, at another drowned ; and one or other 
of thefe deaths he would certainly have fuffered, 
if it had not been for the lord de Laval. When 
he heard the duke give orders for the constable's 
death, he flung himfelf on his knees, and, with 
uplifted hands and tears, faid; *Ah, my lord, 

for 
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for God's mercy, think better of this matter; 
do not act fo cruelly againft my brotlier-in-iaw 
the conliable. He cannot have deferved death. 
Through kiiidnefs, tell me what it is that has fo 
mightily angered you againft him. I fwear, 
that whatever may be his crime, he (liall make 
fuch amends, in body and eftate, or I for him, 
or both of us together, as (hall furpafs any thing 
you may imagine, or condemn him to, except- 
ing death or imiirifonmeut. Remember, for 
God's fake, my lord, how you were educated 
together in the fame hotel w ith the duke of Lan- 
cafter, who ia fo loyal and gallant a prince, 
none ever was, nor wdl be his equal. Tor God's 
mercy, remember, my lord, how, in former 
times, before he had made his peace with Trance, 
he had always ferved you loyally ; he ainilL-d 
you in the recovery of your duchy ; and you 
ever found him ready to fiipport you in the 
field and in council. If you have not any very 
juft canfe indeed, tliat moves your passion, he 
cannot be deferving death.' 

' Lord de Laval,' replied the duke, ' allow me 
to act as 1 pleafe. ClilTon has fo frequently an- 
gered rae, that it is now neceflary I make him 
feel it. Go your ways, I want notliing with 
you: let me thewmy cruelty j fori am refojved 
be fliall die.' * Ah, my lord,' replied the lord 
de Laval, ' moderate you rage, and hear reafon. 
If you thus put him to death, no prince will 
evef fo completely difgrace himfelf; and there 
will not be a knight, fquire, nor honeil man in 
all Brittany, \vho will not mortally hate you. 
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do 6very thing they can to drive you out of your 
duchy. Neither the king of England nor his 
council will thank you ; and would you thus dif- 
grace yourfelf for the life of one liian ? For the 
love of God, change yoiir intention, as the one 
you want to carry into effect is not only good for 
nothing but di (honourable. It would be infa- 
mous thus to put to death fo great a baron and 
fo gallant a knight as the lord de ClifTon ; and 
(hould you do fo, it will be confidered as traitor- 
ous, and a reproach to you before God and by 
all the world. You invited him to dine with 
you : he came. You then feek for him, in the 
moft friendly manner, and defire him to accom- 
pany you to fee your buildings : he does fo : he 
pbeys your every command, and drinks of your 
wine ; and is all this affection you fhew him but 
a veil to cover your treachery, and the means to 
rob him of his life ? Should you do fo, no lord 
will be ever fo difgraced : all the world will de- 
teft you, reproach you for it, and make war 
upon you. But, fince your hatred is fo violent 
againft the conftable, I will tell you how you 
fhall act : you fhall give him his liberty for a 
large fum of florins. This you may compound 
for; and, fhould he hold any caftle that you 
claim as yours, be (hall deliver it up ; and I 
will be his fecurity for the due performance of 
whatever you may agree to.' 

When the duke of Brittany heard the loi'd 

de Laval thus addrefs him, and never for^jone 

moment quit his prefence, for he followed him 

the whole night: he paufed a while, and, being 

^ ^v:ivc\e^Nhat 
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fomewliat cooled, faid, — * Lord de 1-Aval, you 
have Iteeo of the greateft fervice to your bro- 
ther-in-law ; for know that he is the niau whom 
I hate tile moft in the world, and, if you had 
not been here, he ftioidd not have been aiive to- 
morrow morning: but your eloquence has faved 
him. Go to him, and aik if he be willing to pay 
down one hundred thoufand francs; for I will 
have no other fecurity but the money ; and fur- 
render to me three caftles and one town, fuch 
as Cliateau Broc, Chateau Joffelin, Ic Bianc, 
and the town of Jugon. When he ihall pay 
his ranfom, and put me, or thofe I may fend 
thither in po0effion of tbefe places, I will give 
him his liberty*. ' My lord,' replied the lord 
de Laval, ' I give you a thoufand thanks for 
having fo gracioully lillened to my entreaties : 
be aflured that all you aik fhall be granted : the 
town and caftles (liall be given up, and the mo- 
ney paid before he leave this place.' 

Tlie lord de Laval was rejoiced beyond niea- 
fure when he found his brother thus freed from 
prifon and death. He had the gate of the tower 
opened, which could not be done but by the 
duke'sorder, and, mounting the ilaircafe, found 
the conftable much alarmed (tor he was expect- 
ing every moment to be put to death), and 

* The historian of Brittany, dom Morice, mentions the fol- 
lowing caftles and places which the duke infifted on having.with 
the hundred thoufand franci, for the ranfom of the conftable : 

JoiTelm, Lamhalle, Broon, Jugon, Blein, Guingamp, La 
Rochederrieii, Chafiellaudren, Cliflbu, and Cbdttau -gui, which 
were ftrong places, fome helonging to the conllabJe, aadolher* 
to John of Brittany, count de Penthicvre; 
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chaineddownwith three pairs of fetters; but^when 
he faw the lord de Laval, his heart revived, for he 
imagined fome treaty had been entered into. The 
lord de Laval faid to the guards,-^^ Unfetter my 
brothekCliffon, and then I fliall talk with him;* 
and addressing himfelf to the conftable^ — *Dear 
brcrther, will you confeht to whatever I may 
havedoivc?' * Yes, ' brother/ replied the eon-* 
ftable. At thefe words his irons were taken -oflF.' 
The lord de Liaval took him 'tifide,'aDd (aid, 
— * Brother, I have, with much »rfiffiiHilty'y faved 
your life; but it is on condition j that you pay 
down, before you leave this place, one hundred 
thoufand francs, and furrender to the duke three 
caftles and your town of Jugon, otberwife you 
will not have your liberty.' * I agree to all this,' 
replied the conftable. ^ You are in the right, 
brother,' faid the lord de Laval. ^But,' faid 
the conftable, ^who will go to Cliffon and^lfe- 
where to collect the money ? I believe, fair bro- 
ther de Laval, you must undertake this.' * No,' 
replied the lord de Laval : * I will never quit 
this castle until I have you with me ; for I too 
w^ell know the duke's cruel difpofition ; and he 
may repent of his bargain when I am gone, by 
fome foolifti converfation he may hear concern- 
ing you, and the whole be broken off/ ^ And 
whom then can we fend thither?' afked the con- 
stable. ^ The lord de Beaumanoir,' replied his 
brother-in-law : ^ we will fend him, for he is a 
prifoner like yourfelf, and he (hall undertake to 
collect the whole.' * Well,' faid the constable, 
' ^ down stairs, and order whatever you fliall 
tfk for the best.' 
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CHAP. XXXIX. • 

THE LORD DE BEAUMANOIR IS SET AT LIBER- 

it.', • . 

TY BY THE. DUKE OF BRITTANY, THAT HE 
MAY COLIECT THE RANSOM. FOR THE CON- 
STABLE,. WHO OBTAINS HIS FREEDOM ON 
SURRENDERING THE PLACES AGREED ON.— 
THE IMPRISONMENT OF THE CONSTABLE IS 
KNOWN AT THE COURT OF FRANCE. * 

npHE lord de Laval lost no tiitie in going to 
^ the chamber of the duke, who was un- 
dreffing himfelf for bed, as he had not flept the 
whole night. On his entrance he bowed, and 
faid, — * My lord, you muft fet at liberty the lord 
de Beaumanoir, that brother Cliffon ' may talk 
with him ; for it is he who muft go for the money, 
and give your people poffeflion of the caftles and 
town. * Well,' replied the duke, * let his irons 
be taken off, and put them in an apartment toge- 
ther : I (hall look to you for the performance of 
the treaty, as I do not wifh to fee them ; and, 
when I fhall have Iflept a little, return to me 
again, and we will talk more on the fubject.'' 
* Very well, my lord' faid the lord de Laval, and*^ 
quitted the chamber, accompanied by two 
knights, who conducted him to the place where 
the lord de Beaumanoir was confined. He was in 
hourly expectation of being put to death ; and, 
when the door opened (as he owned afte^wa^d8j|^ 
he thought they vifere. come to lead him to execu- 
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tion. On feeing the lord de Laval^ his fpirits 
were raifed, and ftill more when he faid, * Lord 
de Beaumanoir, rejoice : your hberty is granted/ 
On this his fetters were taken off, and he was 
led into an apartment, whither the confiable was 
alfo conducted, and placed between them. Wine 
and plenty of provifion were brought, and the 
whole of the houfehold were much pleafed when 
they heard how matters were going on^ and that 
all would end well. They had very unwillingly 
witneffed what had been done to the conftable 
and the lord de Beaumanoir ; but they could 
not help it, bound as they were to obey their 
lord's orders, right or wrong. 

From the time thedrawbridge had been raifed, 
and the gates ftiut, no perfon whatever had enter- 
ed the caftle; for the keys were in the duke's cham- 
ber until he was awakened, which was not fooner 
than nine o'clock, when he arofe. This alarm- 
ed thofe fquires and varlets who were waiting 
without, and they knew not what to think of 
it. News of what had paffed was already car- 
ried to Treguier, where they faid, — *Do you 
know what has happened ? The duke of Brittany 
has imprifoned, in his cafUe of Ermine, the 
confiable of France, the lord d^ Laval and the 
lord de Beaumanoir, and, it is fuppofedy wiU 
murder them, if he has not already done it.' 
Knights and fquires were aiioniflied^ and deplor- 
ed the event, iA3ring, — 'Our expedition is at 
an end, for we (hall lofe the fine weather. Ah^ 
confiable ) how unfortunate have you been to 
faSer weak couni^l to deceive you. The parlia- 

'ment 
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ment held at Vannes was purpofely to entrap 
you. Your opinion formerly of the duke was 
fueh that you faid, if lie were to fend you five 
hundred aiTurances of fafety, you would never 
truft yourfelf with him, fo ftrong were our fufpi- 
cions then; but now you fimply accompany 
him alone, and are miferabty paid for it? 

The whole duchy of Brittany bewailed the 
treatment of the conftable, and knew not how to 
act. The knights and fquires of the fleet faid, — 
' Why do we ftay here? why do we not go and 
invell the duke in his caftle of Ennine? and, if 
he fliould have put the conftable to death, con- 
fine him : if he detain him in prifon, why do we 
not remain there until we have fet him free; for 
Brittany has never fuffered fuch a !ofs as now, 
by the capture of the conftable.' 

Such were the different converfations that 
pafied; but no one moved, as they were waiting 
for further intelligence; and all were running to 
different quarters in fearch of it. Within two 
days, the king of France and his uncles were in- 
formed of what had happened to the conftable, 
to their great allonifliment. The duke of Bour- 
bon had then left the court and was at Avignon, 
on his way to Caftille, as he was defirous of firft 
feeing the pope. He, liowever, heard of it 
when at Lyon with the count de Savoye. 

The count de St, Pol, the lord de Coucy and 
the admiral of France, were on the point of em- 
barking at Harfleur, when they learnt how the 
dnke of Brittany had, by a trick, imprifoned 
the conftable and the lord de Beaumanoir; and 
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that it was currentljr believed in Brittany he had 
put them to death, for he hated them mortally. 
Thefe lords were fo thunderftruck at the intelli- 
gence, that they faid, — • Our expedition is at an 
end: let us difband our men at arms, and make 
for Paris, where we fliall know from the king 
what he would have us do/ ' It is well that we 
(hould go to Paris,' replied the admiral ; * but 
there is not any neceifity for difmiffing aU our 
men at arms. Perhaps they may be wanted 
elfewh^re, in Caftille, whither the duke of 
Boufbon is gone, or in Brittany againft this 
duke. Do you imagine the king of France will 
quietly fuffcr what he has done ? No, by God: 
he will never efcape without lofing two hundred 
thoufand florins at leaft, for the indignity he has 
(hewn a conftable of France ; and he will be 
lucky if he come off fo well. Was ever any 
thing heard or feen like this conduct ? which has 
ruined the king's expedition, and prevented him 
from annoying his enemies. Let us ftay where 
we are for two or three days, when we fhall hear 
fomething more from Brittatiy or Paris/ 
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CHAP. XL. 

THE DUKE OF BRITTANTi' DICTATES THE TERMS 
OF THE TREATIES, FOR THE SURRENDER OF ' 
DIFFERENT PLACES BY THE CONSTABLE. — 
the" EXPEDITIONS FROM TREGUIER AND HAR- 
FEEUR ARE BROKEN UP. — THE CONSTABLE, ON 
HIS DELIVERANCE, MAKES HIS COMPLAINT TO 
THE KING OF FRANCE, AND RESIGNS TO HIM 
HIS OFFICE OF CONSTABLE. 

1 WILL now return to the duke of Brittany. 
•* When he had repofed a little, he arofe, dreff- 
eA himfelf, and fent for the lord de Laval to his 
chamber, with whom he held a long converfatioD. 
A treaty was then written down, as the duke dic- 
tated, to bind the conftable to the complete fur- 
render of the places before mentioned, and to 
fettle them on the duke and his heirs, abfolutely 
and without appeal, which treaty was to be 
fealed by the conftable. 

The lord de Beaumanoir was ordered by the 
conliable to go to his caftles and town to difmifs 
all his officers, and give poffedion to thofe whom 
the duke might fend thither. With the furrender 
of all thefe places, it was neceflary, likewife, to 
pay down one hundred thoufand francs. On the 
gates being opened, the lord de Beaumanoir de- 
parted, accompanied by fonie of the duke's peo- 
ple, to fulfil the orders of the conftable, who en- 
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treated him to make all fpeed for his deliverance. 
By them Vannes and the country, which was 
beginning to be in motion, learnt that the con- 
ftable was not in danger of his life, haying. been 
ranfomed. All thofe attached to him were 
greatly rejoioed ; and fuch knights and fquires 
as had taken it up the moft warmly remained 
<}uiet ; but", had matters been otherwife, they were . 
determined to furround the caftle of Ermine and 
inclofe the duke within it, and would never have 
done any thing with more willingn^fs. 

News is foon fpread abroad, on wings more 
fpeedy ihan the wind. The three barons of Har- 
fleur were informed that the conilable was out of 
danger of being mucdered, but that be had very 
narrowly efcBped ; and was obliged, to fave his 
life, to furrender three of his cafUes and a town, 
befides paying down as a ranfom one hundred 
thoufand francs. In their converlations, they 
faid, — ' Things now go well, fince his life is fafe : 
as for his cafiles and ranfom, the conftaUe will 
foon regain themi; and Hie king has enough for 
him, fhould he want any money. It is over : our 
expedition is put an end to ; and we may how dif- 
band our people and go to Paris, to learn Jbm 
the king what is to be done;for we ktiow that all 
the armaments at Treguier are countermanded, 
which is a fure fign that nothing will be attempted 
this feafon, and with realbn; for the coni^ble 
will be folely occupied »to revenge himfelffof the 
infult ttie duke of Brittany has pyt upon himi': 
' Ttielb4hree lords, havingdifmi^ed all the mi^ at 
-tfms^'atid biidTs-bows thatwere inand ii^ut thf- 
UJiO'it fleur. 
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fleur, took the road for Paris, where the king 
refided. 

Tlie lord de Beaunianoir was fo active, that, 
within four days, he put the duke's officers in 
the pofieflion of the three caftles and the town 
of Jugon, to the fatisfaction of the duke. He 
afterwards collected the amount 0/ the ranfom, 
and paid it according to the duke's pleafure. 
When this was all done, the lord de Laval faid 
to the duke, — ' My lord, you have now received 
the whole of your demands; the three caftles 
and Jugon, and one hundred thoufand francs, 
deliver up to tne, therefore, my brother-in-law, 
the conftable.' 'Willingly,' replied the duke: 
* let him depart: I give him his liberty.' The 
conftable was then given up, and inftantly fet 

' out, with the lord de Laval, from the caftle of 

■ Ermine*. 

When 



• This conduct of the duke of Brittany i» differently re- 
htcd by dom Morice, the hiiiorian of Brittany, by which 
it appears that the conitablc very narrowly efcaped death. 
The duke called to him fir John de Bazvalen, in whom he 
' had the grcateft confidence, and ordered him to put the con- 
ftable to death, at midnight, as privately anpoffible. Bazva- 
len reprereiiled in vain the confequencea that would enfiie, 
' for the duke faid he had refolved on it, and would have it 
done. During the night, hii palfion being calmer, he re- 
pented having given fiich orders, and, at day-break, Itnt for 
JSazvalen, and alked if his orders had been obeyed. On 
b«ing anfwered in the aHirmative, the duke cried o'ut, ' How. 
|-i» Cliffon dead?' 'Yes, my lord: he was drowned this 
r>»ight, and his body is buried in a garden.' ' Alas ?' re- 
\Jp\te6 the duke, ■ this is a raoli pitiful good morrow, \Vum.V'S. 

I' Vol. VIII. S ^» 
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When they were i^ljll^entfy.thf^CQiiilf^l^iqfde 
no long (lay in Brittany^ but, mounting a good^ 
courCer, and ^lii^nded; IbleLy hy^ a page^ made 
fuchhaiie, as. to. qj^iv^ at Paris, ip. two days. 
Hjet difmoupfied at< hi;s own hotel,, and.inftaatly 
waited on.t^e king, a^fli^s; uncles Bt the Louvre. 
H;s. ferya^t^ and,, equiipage followed him in 
handfom^ array^i The coujrt' had, already, been 
infonn^d of his d^liyerance, b^t.they knew m>t 
that he was. fo i^e^r*.; The doors of the king^' 
apartments^ were^ according, to 0Fder9. opened to 
him; and, when iufthe prefence of theking^ he 
cafi hiinfelf Qn.his. knees> and f^Ud^ — f Mo^ re- 
doubted lord, your- father (may God pandon^his 
fms) appointed; ivk^ cpjp^&^jjile of Frt^pce, , which 
offr^e If have truly cp^Qutecl, to thq b^ftiof my 
abiliticis, and tl>ece never ;has been any boinp^aint 
made againft me. If any one, excepting your-- 
felf afvd my lords your uncles, Ihall fay to the 
contrary, or that I have acted otlierwife than mod 

■■' - ■'• r ■ ■ -> — '■ ^ » 

to Cod, fir John, I had believed what you urged againft it. 
J liee that, from henceforward all comfort is loft to me. Quilt 
my prefencc, and never again Jet .me fee your face/ 

After the knight had allowed him to fufFer for fome time 
the pains pf his remorfe, he returned and faid, ' My lord, 
as Ikiiow the caufe of your mifery, I believe I can provide a 
remedy ; for there is a cufc for all things/ ' Not for death/ 
replied the duk^. Bazvalen then told him, that forefeein^ 
the confequences and the remorfe he would feel if his orders, 
then given from pafliop, were obeyed, he had not executed 
his commands, and that the copftable was alive. 

The lord de Laval then entered, and the remaijider it 
nearly as Froiflart relatea it, 

" /' " : loyalftr 
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loyally towards you and the crown of France, I 
will throw Uirri my gloye for him to prove it.' 

Neither the king nor any other perfon made 
reply to this fpeech. Upon which the conftable 
added, — ' Moll noble lord and king, it has hap- 
pened in Brittany, tliat while I was executing 
the duties of your office, the duke had me ar- 
retted and confided in his caftie of Ermine ; and 
would have put me to death, without any other 
caufe than his own outrageous will, if God, 
and brother de Laval, had not affifted me. To 
deliver myfelf from his hands, 1 was conftrained 
to furrender to him three ttrong caftles and a 
liandfome town, hefldes one linndred thoufand 
francs paid do;)vn. This infult and lofs, which 
the duke of Brittany has put on me,moft nearly 
concerns your royal majefty; for the invafion 
of England, which I and my companions were 
eager to attempt, is now put an end to, I there- 
fore refign into youc hands the office of consta- 
ble, for you to make fuch provifion in tlie mat- 
ter as yoa may pleafe : I will not longer hold 
i what I cannot gain any honour by.' 

' Constable,' replied the king, ' we have be- 
fore heard the great infult you have fuffercd, 
which has been very much to our prejudice as 
well as to that of the country. We ihall fum- 
mon our peers of France, and confider how we 
lliould act in fuch a cafe. Do not you trouble 
yourfelf about the matter; for you ihall have 
ample justice done by us, whatever may be 
the ci)nfequences.* He then took the constable 
by the hand, and made him rife, faying, — 
? 2 ' Cov.sViVL?' , 
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^ Constable^ we will not that you thus re&go. 
your office, but that you continue ^to exercife 
its functions until we order otherwife/ 

The constable again flung himfelf on hii^ 
knees and faid, — ' Dear fire, the infult and dif- 
grace I have fuffered from the duke of Brittany 
opprefles my mind fo much, that I am unfit to 
hold the office, which is fo confiderable, that it 
requires the utmost attention. I am^befideSr 
obliged to giye anfwers, and converfe with all 
manner of perfons who qome to me on bufi« 
ne(s ; and, indeed, at this moment,< I am not 
capable of giving the orders I ought : I beg of 
you, therefore, to accept it, and appoint an* 
other for a time ; for I (hall be jalways ready 
and willing to obey your commands/ 

* Well, fire,' faid the duke of Burgundy, *.he 
offers very handfomely: you will confider of it/ 
* That I win,* replied the king, who. again 
made him rife. 

The constable advanced, refpectfiilly, to- 
wards the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, to 
converfe with them on public affairs, and to in- 
form them more particularly of what had paffed 
in Brittany 5 for they were much intereiied in 
it, as they had the government of the kingdom. 
In the courfe of his converfation, the conftable 
found they were more indifferent about the 
matter, than the king's anfwer made him be- 
lieve ; for they greatly blamed him for haying 
gone to Vannes. He replied, he could not 
offer any excufes for it. The duke of Bur- 
gundy added, — ^ How could you think of going 

thither. 
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Thither, when your fleet, and the knights and 
fquires, were ready, and waiting for you at 
Treguier? Befides, when you were at Vamies, 
and had dined witli him, why did you not re- 
turn ? for you had no bufinefs to remain there 
longer ; and what could have induced you to 
attend him to his caftle of Ermine >' ' My lord,' 
replied the conftahle, ' he flieWed me fo many 
attentions that I could not refufe it.' ' Confta- 
hle,' faid the duke of Burgundy, ' fuch atten- 
tions are always deceitful : I thought you had 
been more cunning. You may now go: the 
Ijulinefs fliall have a favourable end; and we 
will, at our leifure, attend to it.' 

The conftable nest addrefled himfelf particu- 
larly to the duke of Berry, but foon difcovered 
that thefe lords were more indifferent about him 
than the king, for not having acted according 
to their expectations i he therefore left the 
Louvre, and returned to his hotel. Majiy great 
lords of tlie parliament and council came thither 
to vifit and comfort him : among the number 
were, the count de St. Pol, the lord de Coney 
and tlte admiral of France, who faid, — ' Con- 
ftabie, be not caft down: you fliall be amply 
revenged on the d-uke of Brittany, for he has 
now committed himfelf fo ttrongly by the in- 
fuk offered France that lie may pay for it by 
the lofs of his ducliy. Go, arad amufe your- 
felf at your eftate of Montleliery*, while we 
act for you here: the peers of France are fum- 

* Monilehcry, — a t»wn in the ille of France, ("even leaguei 
from Paris. 
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ppjQQd, and things ^ fliall not remain as l^y 
ai:e/ 

The conftable followed their advice, and weo^ 
to Montleheiy, having for a time furreadored 
his office. It was faid, that the lord Gay de la 
TrimOuille was to fucceed him ; but it was iM>t 
fo : he lyas too prudent apd wife ever to. have 
accepted it o:v6r the head of fir Oliyer de 
ClUfon. 



CHAP XLI, 



THE DUKE OF GUELDRES SENDS A CHALLENGE 
TO FRANCE, IN FAVOUR OF ENGLAND, 

TIf JS £sime week in which the news came jbo 
Pari^ of the conftable's imprifonment, there 
fva^ ifttelligenc.e from Germany highly difpleaf- 
ing to the king, his uncles and the pouncil. 
The duke of Gueldres, fan to the duke of 
Juliers, had entered into an alUaace with Eng- 
land, to make war on France, and had ac- 
cepted of a fubfidy of £bur thoufand franco 
y^fly. This penfion his father, the duke of 
Juliers, formerly poiTeifed, but had renounced 
it ; and the fon^ who was young, had taken it, 
at the foUcit^tions of the king of England and 
his council, on condition . he fljould fend his 
challenge to the king gf France, and carry pjql 
a war againft him to tho utmoft of his power. 
He was the more inclined to fupport the Eng- 
lifh becaufe he was already at war with the du- 

chefe 
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clie&<a»d 'oottntry of Brabant, ivbioh ■ootintry 

was faTOurable to Fmnce, (br the reveffian *f 
it would fall to the dnke df Burgundy tCtiA to 
Jiis children. 

The dnke of Gueldres, to fhew he was in ear- 
neft and determined to act againll France, fc-nt, 
durinji the time the ne\vs of the conftable's mif- 
fortuiK: was frefti, to defy the king of Fmnce, 
by letters fwiled with liis ieal, that were very 
bitter and wruthfifl. They ■were not accepted 
with pleafure by tiie king nor his nnclesj as I 
fiiall explahi herciifter in the coaife of this hif- 
tory, when I fpeak more fully of the War* 'rf 
Brittany and Gueldres, ' ' 

The king, however, ilievved no oiitwahl flgttS 
of diHatisfaction, but hamdfomely entertained 
the fquire who had bronght lUis challenge. He 
had been very much terrified at Touniay ; fbr, 
having Ihewn the challenge to tl>e provoft anA 
principal inhabitants, he wanted not to gb far- 
ther, faying that it was fully fufficient to hftve 
delivered his commiflion at fo grand a city as 
Tournay. This did not fatisfy the provoft, 
though Tournay belonged to France, and he 
arrelled the fquire and had him clofely con- 
iined : he then wrote to tlie duke of Bur-gundy, 
to fay what he liad done, and to know his 
farther commands on the fubject. The duke 
ordered the provoli to condnct the fquire to 
Paris, who certainly thought that now he could 
not efcape death. It fell out otherwife, for the 
king, his uncles and the court gracioully re- 
ceived 
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ceived him ; and the king of France gave him 
a filver goblet weighing four marcs with fifty 
francs within it. He was well entertained, and, 
when he returned^ had a ^ood paflport given to 
him. , 

The king and the whole court were much 
troubled on this matter, when the conftable ar* 
lived to make his complaints againft the duke 
of Brittany ; and this increafed it, for, it was 
now apparent, difficulties were arifrng on all 
fidei^, and much prudence and good fenfe would 
be neceifary to meet them. The king and his 
council, notwithftanding this vexationf from 
Gueldres, were unwilling that the conftable, 
who had fo faithfully ferved the king. in Flan- 
ders and elfewhere, fhould not have redrefs for 
the wrongs he had fu£fered firom the duke of 
Brittany, by confining his perfon and feizing 
his caiUes and towns without a (hadow of right. 
The lord de Coucy and the admiral were parti* 
cularly active in this bufinefs. 

We will return to the duke of Lancafter and 
the king of Portugal, who were carrying on a 

profperous war in Galicia^ and fpeak of their 
operations* 
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CHAP. XLII. 

TWO BRETON CAPTAINS, HAVING VALIANTLY 
DEFENDED THE TOWN OF ORENSE AGAINST 
THE DUKE OF UIjICASTER, CAPITULATE ON 
TERMS OFFERED BY THE ENGLISH. 

YOU have heard that the king and queert of 
Portugal were prefent at the tilt, between 
fir John Holland and fir Reginald de Roye, at 
Enten^a, The king, before he departed, told 
the duke of Lancafter, that, on his return to 
Oporto, he would, within fix days, take the 
field, for that his men were now quite ready. 

The duke ordered the lady Conftance, his 
duchefs, to remain at Sant Jago, under the 
guard of the lord Fitzwalter, a powerful Eng- 
lilh baron, wilh one hundred men at arms and 
two hundred archers, faying, on his quitting 
Enten^a, — * Lady, you will retire to the city of 
Compoftella, while the king of Portugal, my- 
felf and army, feek our enemies in Caftille and 
combat them wherever we may find them, and 
we fltall then know if ever we be to pofTefs any 
part of Castille.' The lady replied, • God'« 
will be done.' They then feparated for tlic 
prefent. The duchefs was efcortcd out of dan- 
ger by fir Thomas Percy and fir Evan Fitz- 
warren, with two hundred fpears, who then re- 
turned to tlie duke. He had left Enten^a, and 
was marcliing towards a city in Galicia, called 
Orenfe, which would not acknowledge his claim 
to the crown. 

The place was strong, and had a garrifon. o^ 



Bretons, who -had undertaken the defence at- 
their own rifk ; and, as they expected the duke . 
and his Englifli would come thither, they had 
greatly added to its strength. The marflial of 
the army had received frequent information^ 
that thofe of Orenfe had refufed -obedience to 
the duke, and were daily increafihg the fortifi- 
cations of the places he therefore, in conJHop- 
tion with the constable, fir John Holland, jid- 
vifed the duke to march thither. 
, When the army was tolerably near, it was halted 
;and quartered thereabout. The first night wa^ 
very fine and fo . wondrous hot (for it was about 
Afcenfion-day), that the lords hadthar tents and 
pavilions pitched in the plain, under tiie beau- 
tiful olive-trees which were there. They re^ 
mained within them all the night and foUowiag 
day, thinking the town would instantly. fur* 
irender, withbut waiting to be : af&ulted. The 
townfmen would willingly have 4one fo, if they 
had been the^ masters, but fbme adventuroiii 
Bretons governed it. Two gallant captains 
from lower Brittany, one called the bastard 
d'Aulroy, the other Pennefort, wer^ the com* 
mstnders. They were good in en at arms, as it 
appeared, when they undertoc^ to defend the 
town of Orenfe, without other affistance, against 
the army of the <ioke of Lancaster. 

On the third day, the Engliih Jhaving well 
examined the place, to choofe the weakest 
psgrts for their attacks^ the constable, the mar^ 
shaLand the admiral, ordered theu^ trumpets to 
found for the aflault. The army then armed 
itfelf, and aifemUed ^n the plamt :ivheQ it was 
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formed in four divifions, to make as many dif- 
ferent attacks. They marched flowly and in ^ 
handfome'array, with trumpets founding before 
them, as far as the ditches, and halted. There 
was not any water in them; but there was 9 
ilrong palifade in front of the walls, and lb 
many thorns and brambles, that no man at 
arms could pafs |;hrough. 

The attagk, however^^ commenced at four 
' placei^ and men at arms and lufiy varlets croiTed 
the ditches with hatchets on their wrifts, with 
which they cleared away the thorns, to the ut^ 
moft of their power. The Galicians annoyed 
them with lancing darts; and, had they not 
been well fliielded, numbers mufl have beea . 
Jcilled or wounded ; but thofe men at arrqs, who 
entered the ditch, were defended by their fer- 
vants, bearing ftiields before them. 

The Englifli archers made fuch good ufe of . 
their bows, from the top of the ditch, that 
fcarcely any dared to appear on the bulwarks. 

The duke of Lancafter came to view the al;- 
tack, mounted on a very tall horfe, which the 
king of Portugal had given him, ^nd to notice 
thofe wfio behaved well, and was fo delighted, 
that he ftaid upwards of three hours. AH the 
thorns and brambles were cleij,re(J away by this 
firil attack, fp that the palifsudes might -be ap* 
preached. The retreat 'was founded j for the 
duke faid to tiae marfliaJ,— ^^ Q\^ men, fir . 
Thomas, have done enough fpr to-day: let 
them retire, for they muft b^ ftpw fi^tigued/ 
< My lord, I ao^ willing it flipul^ 1>? fp,' replied 
the marfhaj, ^nd ordered ^^e retr^eat. The army 
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returned to its quarteris, carryitlg withthejnthe 
dead and wounded^ and there paflbd the night. 
They had plenty of wine, hut it was fo hot 
they could fcarcely drink it; and, unlefs mixed 
"with a great deal of water, thofe who made too 
free, with it were rendered unfit for any thing 
the enfuing day. 

On the morrow, they determined, in counciU 
that, on account of the exceflive heat, the fatigues 
the army had fuffered, and the confeqoences 
^f their having drank too much of this wine, 
there fhould not be any attack made the whole 
day ; but that, on the next day, they would re- 
new the aflault from before fun-rife, in the cool 
of the morning, until eight o'clock. Orders 
were iffued for the army to remain quietly in 
camp, and no one to arm until the trumpet of 
the mar (hai founded. 

. The duke of Lancafter received this day in- 
telligence from the king of Portugal. He had 
left Oporto, and was on his march towards San- 
tarcn, for he intended to enter Caftille by that 
frontier, and the armies to join on the river 
Duero, and befiege Benevente or Vilalpando. 
Such was the plan of the king of Portugal, if, 
indeed, the king of Caftille and his French al- 
lies, who were daily increafmg, did not march 
to oppofe him. Should they make no oppofi- 
tion, nor fliew any figns of oflFering battle, it 
was neceffary the junction of the two armies 
be made as foon as poffible. The duke was fo 
well pleafed with this news as to give the bearer 
of it ten nobles. On the appointed day, for the 
renewal of the attack, the marflial's trumpet 



founded, at the fiilt dawn of the mornino;. 
Knights and fquires made inliantly ready, and 
polled themfelves under their banners and pen- 
nons ; but it was upwards of an hour before 
they were all drawn up. The duke remained in 
his pavilion, and did not rife thus early, for 
there was not any need of it. Tiie marlhal ad- 
vanced into the plain, knowing well the duties 
of liis oflice; and thofe ordered for the attack 
placed tliemfelves under his pennon. 

News was fpread througli Orenfe, that thri 
Enghlh were marching to the allault; for the 
Bretons, on guard, had difcovered it from the 
founding of the marfhal's trumpet. The men 
and women of the town were on the alert; and 
the Bretons cried to them, — * Hallen to the bul- 
warks : be men of courage, and not frightened 
at what you may see; we arc not frightened ; 
for we know the place is very ftrong, and w» 
have plenty of darts, and well tempered lances, 
to repulfe our enemies, befides ftones and flints 
to calt down on them : we know, alfo, that fhould 
we be hard pufhetl, they will receive us favour- 
ably ; and that is tlie worft we can fuft'er.' 

' By God,' faid the captains who were pre- 
fent, ' we have been in many weaker places than 
this, and were never the worfe for it,' 

The Galiciaiis, whether they would or not, 
took courage from the exhortations of the Bre- 
tons. This would not have been the cafe if the 
Bretons liad not been in the town; for they 
would have furrcndcred on the firft fummons. 
To fay the truth, the common people of Caliille 
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and GaJicia are good for nothing in war: they 
ai'c badly armed, and of poor courage. The 
nobles, who call tljemfelves gentlemen, are tolcs- 
rably well; but they like better to prance 
about, fpurring their horfes, than to be engage 
in more ferious matters. 

The Englifti arrived about fun-rife beforcf 
Orenfe, and, having entered the ditdh^ which* 
though dry, was deep enough, advanced to the 
palifades, with hatchets and iron bars, and^be- 
gan to break down and level them. When this 
was done, they had ftill another ditch to crofs^ 
before they could approach the wdJl, which was 
as wide as the other, and many parts full of 
mud;, but they were indifferent' to this,- and* 
ruihing into it, came to the walls. 

Thofe on the battlements were not difmayed 
at what they faw, but defended themfelves va-- 
liantly. They lanced darts at the enemy, the 
ftroke of which is very deadly ; and it required' 
ftroiig armour to refift their blows. The Englifli, 
having prepared ladders the preceding day, had' 
them brought and fixed to different parts of thO' 
walls; and you would have.feen knights ind 
fquires, eager for renown, afcend them with 
targets on their heads, and fight, fword in hand, 
with the Bretons, who, in truth, defended them- 
felves gallantly; for I hold fuciv conduct valor- 
ous, in allowing themfelves to be^fo often at- 
tacked, knowing well they (hould not liave al^ 
fiflance from any quarter. The king of Caflille, 
i^nd the French knights had determined to pa'- 
mit the Englifh to overrun Gaticia, or any other 

parts. 
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parts, .if tbey could, without.offering them Uj<* 
ehance pf a general combat, and with this the 
Bretons had been made acquainted. 
^ Some of the Englifli faid,— ^ Ah, if all the 
towns in Gaftille give us as much trouble as this, 
we (hail never have done.' Others replied, — - 
' There is much to be pillaged within it, that 
has been brought thither from all parts;- and it 
is this which induces them to. make fo obfiinate 
a refiftance, that they may furrender on terms,, 
and preferve their wealth and merchandife from 
being plundered.' Some afked, ^ Who are the 
captains ?' * Tliey are two baftard Bretons, 
good men at arms^ who know what fieges 
and aflaults are, for they have been at many. 
Their names are the baftard de Pennefort and\ 
the baftard d'Aulroy.' * Whoever they may be, 
they are valiant fellows thus to hold out, without 
any appearance of fuccour coming to them.* 

Thofe who mounted the ladders were fome- 
times repulfed fo feverely, as to be tumbled to 
the ground, which caufed much fhouting among 
tl>e Caftillianar; 

When the dufce of Lancafter was rifen an4 
had hear^ ma£s, he faid he would go and view 
the attack. He ' mounted a courfer, but uu-^ 
armed, and had his pennon, that was env- 
blazoned with the arms of Caftille, England 
and France, borne before him, which fluttered 
in the wind, fo that the extremities touched the 
gfound. On the.duke's arrival, the beiiegers ex- 
erted themfeives the more, in order to be noticed* 
and praifijd. The enemy, obferving the pennon. 
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. knew the duke was come, and they alfo gained 
courage to continue the defence. Thus were 
both parties employed until it was eight o'clock ; 
and there did not feem any probability that 
Orenfe would fpeejiily be won by fuch attacks. 
The duke a&ed who were the captains of the 
garrifon. On their being named, he faid,— 

• Tell the marflial to treat with them ; or fend 
fome one to know if they be willing to enter 
into a negotiation for furrendering the town, 
and placing it under our obedience. I do not 
believe that queftion has been put to them. 
Go/ added he to one of his knights, * fir Wil- 
liam, and bring the marflial to fpeak with me.' 

. The knight left the duke, rode to the mar- 
shal, and faid, ' Sir Thomas, my lord wishes to 
fpeak with you.* The marshal went to him; 
apd, when in his prefence, the duk^ faid, — 

* Marshal, do you know whether thefe Bretons, 
who hold the place againft us, would be willing 
to put themfelves under our obedience ? We are 
fatiguing and wounding our men, and wafting our 
ammunition, when we know not how foon we may 
be in greater want of it. I therefore beg you wiU 
go and inform them you are willing to tfcat.' 

* My lord,' replied fir Thomas, ^ I will cheer- 
fully do fo; and fince you wish to shew them 
mercy, it is juft they should be heard.* The 
marshal then returned to the alTault, and, 
calling to him a herald, faid, — -^ Go, and ma- 
nage to fpeak with the .befieged; our men will 
make way for thee; and tell them I am 
"filling to enter into a treaty. The herald* 

'd he would do fo, and entered the ditch 
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clothed in a coat of arms which had belonged to 
the duke of Lancafter, faying, . ^ Open your 
ranks, and m^ke way for^ me : I am fent by the 
marfhal to parley with thefe Bretons.' As he faid 
this, they made room for him to pafs. The 
baflard d^Aulroy, feeing him pufli through the 
crowd, for he had obferved from the ramparts 
what had paifed between him and the marihal, 
advanced on the battlements, and, (hewing him- 
felf, faid; ^ Herald, what is it you want? I. am 
one of the captains in this town, with whom, I 
fancy, you come to fpeak*' * It is fo,' replied 
the. herald, whofe name was Percy: * my lord 
marfhal bids you come to the barriers, for he is 
defirous to parley and treat with you.' ' I will 
do fo,' iaid the baflard, * if he will order the at- 
tack to ceafe and his men to retire, otherwife not. 

* I believe you,' anfwered the herald, and return- 
ed to r^ ate his anfwer to the mar (bal. 

The marflial called his trumpet, and faid, 

* Sound the retreat;' which was done, and the 
aifault ceafed on all fides. Upon this, the cap- 
tains in the town pafied the gates, and came to 
the barriers, where they met the confiable, fir 
John Holland, the marfhal and many others of 
the Englifh. ' How, my f;^ir firs,' faid the mar- 
shal, * can you think of thus holding out and 
fuffering yourfelves. to ^be taken by florm, by 
which you may probably be flain, and for cer- 
tain will Ipfe all. We know well that the townf- 
men are very willing to furrender to our lord and 
Jady, and would long ago have dpnp fo, if you 
had not been with them. Ypu may^epent of it^; 

V0L.yiIft. T for. 
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for, let happen what will, we (hall never depart 
hence until the place be ours by fair means or 
foul. Confult together, and then come with your 
anfwer, for I have full powers to treat with you.' 
'Sir,' replied the baftard Aulroy, ^ we have 
already confulted and formed our refolution. If 
you will confent that we, and what belongs to us, 
be conducted in fafety to Vilalpando, or wherever 
elfe we may pleafe to go, we will furrender the 
town ; but the inhabitants of both fex«s, who may^ 
choofe to remain in it, fhall be permitted fo to do, 
without any rifk or moleftation, provided they 
fubmit th.emfelves to the duke and duchefs of 
Lancafter, as other towns in Galicia have done. 
Ve know that you are the marihal of the army, 
part of whofe office is to enter into treaties with 
an enemy, and likewife that the duke will ratify 
whatever engagements you may enter into.' 

* That is true,' anfwered fir Thomas: * now 
fuppofe I confent to all you have afked, I will 
not that the town be pillaged, under pretence of 
its wealth having been gained from the adjacent 
country, for that would caufe riots between your 
men and ours.' * Oh no,' faid the baflard: * we 
will only carry away what is our own : but, if 
any of our men fhall have taken or bought any 
thing without paying, we will not enter into any 
difpute on that account. With regard to pro- 
vifions, I do not believe our men have paid one 
penny fince they have been her^ in garrifon/ 

* As for that,' replied the marflial, * it is no- 
thing : it is an advantage our men will talce a^ 
well as yours: but I fpeak of moveables.* 'Sir,' 

anfwered 
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anfwered the baftard d'Aulroy, ' we have not our 
men under fuch command but that forae will 
tranfgrefs.' Sir Joha Holland now interfered, 
and faid, — ' Let thempafs: what they have got 
belongs to them: we fliall not be fo ftrict as to 
fearch their trunks.' ' Be it fo, then,' faid the 
marfhal . 

Every thing was now fettled, and they were 
to march away on the morrow. The Englifh re- 
turned to their quarters to difarm, and refrefli 
themfelves with what they had brought. Tlie 
Bretons employed the whole day in packing up 
the great plunder tliey had made even from Caf- 
tille, for the king had abandoned the whole 
country to them, which enriched prodigioufly 
the firft comers. While thus employed, they 
feized from the inhabitants of Orenfe whatever 
thev could conveniently lay their hands on, fuch 
as furs, cloth and jewels; and when the poor 
people faid, ' Gentlemen, this belongs to us; 
vou did not bring it hither;' they anfwered, — 
• Hold your tongues, ye wicked people; we 
have a commifiion from the king of Callille to 
pay ourfelves wherever we go, and, as you re- 
fufed to do fo, we are forced to provide for our- 
felves. We have ferved you faithfully and vali- 
antly: you are therefore bound to increafe our 
pay, and it is thus we take it,' 

The next morning the marihal mounted his 
horfe, and, attended by about lixty lances, rode 
to the barriers of Orenfe, where he waited a 
while for the Bretons. When they came, he 
alked, * Are you all ready f' ' Yes,' they re- 
T 2 v^^^-- 
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pBed: ' give us our paffport and efcort/ 
'Whither do you wifli to go?* * To Vilal- 
pando/ ^ It is well/ replied the marfhal: 
^ here is your efcort:' and, calling to him an ^ 
Bnglifh knight whofe name was Stephen Eaft- 
bury, faid, ' Take ten of our lances, to efcort 
thefe Bretons, and return to-morrow/ He 
obeyed the marlhars orders, and the Bretons 
marched away well packed and heavily laden. 

When they were all gone, the marfhal and 
his men entered the town, where he was re- 
ceived with the greateft refpect ; for they took 
him for the duke of Lancafter, which was the 
reafon of their humility. He aiked fome of the 
townfmen. — ' Thefe Bretons, who are gone 
away fo Tieavily laden, have they carried off 
any of your properties ?* 'Of ours, my lord ! 
yes, by God, a great deal.' * And why did you 
not complain to me ? I would have made them 
reftore it.* ' My lord, we were afraid; for they 
threatened to murder us, if we faid one word : 
they are a curfed race, for there is not one but 
is a thief; and how can we complain when they 
rob one another?* The marfhal laughed, and, 
having paufed, demanded the principal perfons 
of the town. When they arrived, he madethein 
fwear to preferve the town of Orenfeiia pbedi-^ 
cnce to the duke arid duchefs of Laricaltet in lik^ 
manner to other towns in Galicia: which befing 
done, he renewed the officers of the town, who 
took fimilar oaths. All being finifhed, he and 
his company drank fomo wine and retomed ttt 
Ihe dtike of I^ncalter, who w*as repdfing ilhdcr 

the 
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the lliade of the olive-trees; for, it was fo verr 
hot, neither man nor horfe could wHhftand the 
. heat of the fun, and after eight o'clock it was 
impoifible to go abroad to forage. The greateft 
pleafure the duke could have received would 
have been the information, that the king of 
Caftille was on his march to offer him "battle; 
for he was well aware he could never otherwife 
fuffceed in his claim on that kingdom. He was 
continually making inquiries how the king of 
Caftille was employed, and he was anfwered, — 
• My lord, we learn from the pilgrims who come 
to Sant Jago, that he is not making any pre- 
parations to take 'the field, but has (hut himfelf 
and his men up in garrifons. The duke of 
---Bourbon is not yet arrived, nor is there any in- 
telligence received of his coming!' 

The duke was advifed to remain biit five days 
jn Orenfe, and then march to Zamora, and en- 
deavour to force a paflage over the Dnero by the 
bridge. The knight, on his return from efcort- 
ing the Bretons to Vilalpando, was aiked what 
were the numbers in garrifon: he faid, ' he had 
heard fir Oliver du Guefclin was there with one 
thoufand fpears, French and Bretons.' ' It will 
fae a good thing, my lordj' faid the conllabi? 
aiid fir Thomas Percy,,,* if we go thither and 
Ikirmifh with them. J*erhaps they may coifle 
out, and accept otjr challenge, for fomeof theitt 
are very impatient to fij^nalize tliemfelves.' ' I 
agree to it,' replied the duke; ' let us dillodgi 
and march hencCj for we can gain nothing by 
flaying longer here' Orders for decampment 
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the morrow were ifTued, and for the army to 
march towards Vilalpando, and then to Zamora. 
We will now fay fomething of the king of Por- 
tugal, and what befel him on his entrance into 
Caftille to form a junction with the duke of 
Lancailer. 



CHAP. XLIII. 

THE KING OF PORTUGAL, BEING REPULSED IN 
HIS ATTEMPTS TO STORM THE CASTLES OF 

i' SANTAREN, BURNS THE TOWN. — HE MARCHES 
TO FERROL IN GALICIA. 

THE king of Portugal, on his departure from 
Oporto, left his queen, his fifter-in-law 
and the city under the guard of the count de 
Novaire, with one hundred lances, of Portu- 
guefe and Gafcons who had come to ferve him. 
When the king took the field, he halted the firfl 
day at the diflance of only three leagues froni 
Oporto. On the morrow, he diflodged, and 
n^arched in .t^jjree battalioijis y - but, on account 
of the infantryjj which confided of twelve thou- 
fand men, an4 the b£^gg2^ge,fjie could but ad- 
vance at a foot's pace., %\\e main battalion with 
the king followed, jwl^icb, \y^as a thoufand good 
fpears, and in it,>yere. don Galois^ Fernando Por- 
telet, John Fernando Portelet, GalJDpes Fer- 
nando Portelet and Pounafs d'Actinhal fir Vafco 
Martin d'Acunha, who bore ihe kin^r's banner, 
J,obn Radighos, Peter John Gomez de Salnez, 
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John Radighos de Sar, and the mafter of Avis* 
Fernando Radighos, all great barons. 

The conftable of Portugal commanded the 
rear battalion, confiding of five hundred fpears; 
with him were the count d'Angoufe, the count 
de I'Efcalle, !e petit Danede, Mondeft Radig- 
hos, Roderigo de Valconfiaux, Ange Salvefe de 
Geneve, John Anfale de Popelan, all barons 
and knights. 

In this manner did the Portuguefe continue 
their march towards Santaren. They advanced 
by (hort marches, and halted every third day: 
they alfo lay by the greater part of the day. 
They arrived at Aljubarota, where they halted 
for two days, and took as many in going froia 
thence to Oiirem. At laft they came to San- 
taren, and quartered themfelves therein; for 
they found the town had been abandoned fince 
the battle of Aljubarota, for fear of the Portu- 
guefe, and the inhabitants had retired with their 
effects into Caftille. The caftles, however, were 
well garrifoned with Bretons andPoitevins, who 
had been fent thither for their defence. 

The king of Portugal was advifed to attack 
thefe caftleB, which were iituated at each end of 
the town ; for he could not, in honour, pafs by, 
■without attempting fome deeds of arms : befides, 
as the Caftillians had conquered this place from 
the Portuguefe, they wifhed to try if they could 
recover them. They had brought machines of 
■war from Oporto, for they knew they fhould 
liave need of them on their march. The king 
and his army were quartered in and about San- 
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tarcn, which is (ituated at the entrance of 
Caftijle, on the Tagu*. By means of this river, 
they could have all their provifion and ftores con- 
veyed to them from Liibon or Oporto, of which 
they took the advantage; for they were upwards 
of thirty thoufand men. 

The conftable, with his divifion and one half 
of the commonalty of Portugal, pofted himfelf 
oppofite the eaftern caftle, called la Perrade. 
The iharfhal with his battalion, and the other 
lialf of the commonalty, did the fame at the 
oppofite caftle, called Callidon. 

Mbrice Fonchans, an able man at arm^s, and 
a knight from Brittany, commanded in la Per* 
i^ade; and fir James de Mont-merle, a knight 
from Poitou, in Callidon. They might each 
have with him fifty lances. Fifteen days pafled 
without any thing being done : their machines 
were, indeed, pointed againft the walls, and caft 
heavy ftones ten or twelve times a day, but did 
little darpage, except to the roofs of the towers, 
which they ruined; but the garrifons paid no 
attention to this, for their lodgings were well 
aix^hed: and no engine nor fpringall could hurt 
them with any ftones they could throw. 

Wheii the Portuguefe faw they hlid nQ hopes 
ef fucoefs, they grew tired, and refolvedto de- 
c^np and enter Galicia, to join the duke of 
tancafter, which would iticreafe their ftrength^ 
and the king and duke might the<iadvife toge- 
ther, whither to march^ When they departed 
.fjrom Santaren, they fo completely burnt the 
town, that there did not remain a (hed to put a 
:':. . horfe 
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liorfe in. The garrifons, feeing them depart, 
were fo much rejoiced, that they founded their 
trumpets, and, with otlicr figns of joy, con- 
tinued playing imtil the whole were out of hear- 
ing. The army marched that day for Pontfer- 
rant, in Gtilieia, in their route to Vid-Sainte- 
Catharine, and armed at Ferroi, which is a to- 
ierabty ftrong town, and in the intereft of iha 
king of Caftille, and they hatted before it. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

THE KING OF PORTUGAL, NOT BEING ABLE TO 
TAKE FERROL BY STORM, GAINS .IT BY AN 
AMBUSCADE, AND PUTS IT UNDER THE OBE- 
DIENCE OF THE DUKE OF LANCASTER. 

THE king of Portugal and his army found a 
plentiful country at Ferroi, which they 
furrounded; and the coiiftahle and marOial faid, 
tliey would ftorm it, as it was to be taken. They 
were two days, however, without making any 
^lempt, for they expected that it would fur- 
r^ider without an alTault, but they were niif- 
taken ; for there were in it fome Bretons and 
Burgundians, who faid they woidd defend it to 
the laft. The machines were brought forth on 
the third day, and the marlhal's trumpets found- 
ed for the attack, when all made them&lves 
ready, and advanced to the walls. The men at 
arms in Ferroi, hearing the tnmipels, knew they 
(hould be ftorraetl, and made preparations ac- 
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cordingly. They armed themfelves, and all men 
capable of defence, and ordered the women to 
gather and bring to them ilones,. to throw down 
on the enemy. You mull know, that the women 
in Galicia and Cailille are of good courage to de* 
fend themfelves, and equally ufeful as the men* 
The Portuguefe marched in handfome array to 
the ditches, which, though deep, were dry, and 
merrily entered them. They began to afcend the 
oppofite bank, with much courage, but were 
forely treated, unlefs well fliielded, by thofe of 
the town, who, from the walls, call down on 
them Hones and other things, that wounded and 
killed feveral, and forced them to retreat whether 
they would or not. , There was much throwing 
of darts on both iides ; and thus lalled the attack 
until eight o'clock, when the day became ex- 
ceedingly hot, without wind or breeze, infomuch, 
that thofe in the ditches thought they Ihould be 
burnt: this heat was fo exceffive, that the attack 
was put an end to, though the machines call 
ftones into the town, merely for the chance of 
fuccefs. The Portuguefe retired to refrelh them- 
felves, and attend to the wounded. The marlhal 
refolved not to renew the attack but by his ma- 
chines, for otherwife it i would coft too many lives; 
and to Ikirmifh at the barriers, to amufe the 
young knights, and enure, them to deeds of arms. 
This beiiigfettledi there were, almoll daily, Ikir- 
miftiesat the barriers;? and thefe within the town 
were accullomed to pbll themfelves without the 
gates, between them and the barriers, the better 
to engage their enemiesi .;,, 
■\- J Sir 
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Sir Alvarez Pereira, the marflial of Portugal, 
Who was fubtle, and had been long ufed to arms, 
obferving this conduct, planned upon it an am- 
bufcade. Opening himfelf to don Juan Fernan- 
do, he faid, — ' I fee thefe foldiers, when fltir- 
mifliing, fometimes venture beyond the gates: 
I have formed a plan, which, if you will aflift 
me to execute, I think we may difcomfit them. 
I propofe that we form an ambufcade, as near 
the barriers as poffible, of five or fix hundred 
men, well mounted, and then commence a fkir- 
milh, as ufual, but in no great number ; and 
retreat, by degrees, the moment they feem will- 
ing to pafs their barriers, which I think their 
avarice and eagernefs will induce them to do. 
We muftthen turn about and attack them luilily, 
and the ambufcade will gallop between them and 
the gates. The garrifon will now be alarmed, 
and haften to order the gates to be opened, and 
whether they will or not, we (hall enter the place 
with them. But (hould the townfmen refufe to 
open the gates, all thofe who are without muft 
be our prifoners.' ' It is well imagined,' replied 
don Juan. ' Well faid the marflial, ' do you 
command one party, and I will take the other. 
You, fir Martin de Mello, and Pouafle d' Acunha, 
(hall have the ambufcade, and 1 will Ikirmiih, 
as that is part of my office.' 

This plan was adopted, and five hundred men, 
well armed and mounted, were chofen to form 
the ambufcade. For three days, there had not 
been any Ikirmifliing, to the furprife of the gar- 
rifon, who faid to the inhabitants; • See, wicked 
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people as ye are, ye wanted to furrender to the 
king of Portugal without firiking a blow» and 
would have done fo^ if we had not been here tp 
defend the honour of your town ; this we have 
fo fuccefsfuUy done, that the king of Portugal 
is on the eve of his departure, without having 
effected any thing.* 

On the fourth day, according to what had 
been laid down, the marihal advanced to the 
ikirmifh with but few followers: the great am*, 
bufcade remained behind. The Bretons, eager 
to make rich prifoiiers, having already captured 
fix, feeing the Portuguele at the barriers, had 
Che gates opened, which they left unfafiened, in 
cafe of failure (for they had no great dependance 
on the townfmen), and the wicket wide open, 
and (allied forth to ikirmifh with darts and lances, 
as is ufual in fuch combats. The marfhal, when 
he faw the time was come, made his men wheel, 
and act as if they were tired, retreating by de* 
grees. Thofe within the place, obferving this, 
^d thinking they ihould mq.ke prifoners of them 
all, opened the whole of the barriers, fallied forth, 
and, falling on the Portuguefe, captured five and 
twenty. In the ftruggle and purfuit^ the JBre* 
tens never thought of clofing the barriers; and 
^e marfhal now made his fignal for the ambuf- 
cade to advance, which it did full gallop^ and, 
tby getting between the Bretons ^d the place, 
made themielves mailers of t^e? Ip^riers. Th^ 
French and Bretons now hafft^ned to re-enter the 
-gates, but it was of no arail^ Apr (the Portugue;^ ' 
entered with them; and (Ims.w^s t}i€ town won, 

Very 
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Very few were flaiii, and the foltllers in garriibrt 
were made prifoners, except ten or twelve, who 
efcaped by a poftern gate and went to Vilal- 
pando, where fir Oliver dn Giiefclin was in gar- 
rifon, with one thoufand French lances at leart, 
andtheie runaways related to him how Ferrol had 
been loft. In this manner was the town won by 
the Portuguefe, and put under the obedience of 
the duke of Laccafter, for whom they made war. 
The king of Portugal was much pleafed at the 
fiiccefi of his men, and inrtantly fent intelligence 
of it to the duke, adding, he had greatly in- 
creafed Uis inheritance by the capture of a town ; 
and that he and his army were defivous and ac- 
tive to conquer the reft. 



CHAP. XLV. 

THE AKMY OF THE DUKE OF LANCASTER COMES 
BEFORE XOYA IN GALICIA. — THE ENGLISH ABE 
RECEIVED, AT THE BARRIERS, BY BARROIS DES 
BARRES AND HIS COMPANIONS. 

' I '^HE duke of Lancafter was much rejoiced at 
■*■ the news from the king of Portugal: he had 
left Orenfe, and was on his march towards Noya, 
where le Barrois des Banes, fir John de Chatel- 
morant, fir Triftan de la Jailie, fir Heginald de 
Roye, fir Wilham de Montigny, and many other 
knights and fquires were in garrifon. 

"When the duke came within fight of the caftle, 
the marlhalfaid,— ' There is Noya: if Coi-unna 
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be one of the keys of Galicia towards the fea^ th^ 
caftle of Noya is another towards Gaftille; and 
whoever wiflies to be lord of Caftille muft be 
mafter of thefe two places. X.et us march thi- 
ther, for they tell me that Barrois des Barres, 
one of the ableft captains of France, is within ity 
and let us have fome ikirmifhing with the garrifon 
at the end of the bridge.* * We are willing to do 
fo,' faid fir Maubrun de Linietes and fi#Johrt 
d'Ambreticourt, who were riding by his fideJ , 

The van battalion now advanced, confifting of 
five hundred men at arms, for the duke was defir- 
ous of m'aking a good appearance to thofe with- 
in the caftle ; and he knew alfo that his 'marfhals 
would offer to (kirmifh, fhould they find any. to 
accept their challenge. The watch on the 
caftle, feeing the van of the Englifti approach, 
began to found his horn fo agreeably, it was a 
pleafure to hear him. 

Le Barrois and his companions, to the amount 
of one hundred men at arms, hearing that the 
Englifh were at hand, armed themfelves, and, in 
good array, advanced to the barriers, where they 
drew up under twelve pennons. Sir John des 
Barres, being the moft renowned, was the com- 
mander in chief, and next to him, fir John de 
Chatelmorant. When fir Thomas Moreaux, the 
marfhal of the army, found himfelf near the place, 
he halted, and, having difmounted ^s well as hisi 
companions, they gave their horfeui to 'the page$. 
and fervants, and ms^rched in 9^ compact body/ 
each knight and fquire with his fpear in. hated, 
towards th^ biarriers : ©wry 0x paces they l^aited^ 

to 
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to drefs themfelves without opening their ranks. 
To fay the truth, it was a beautiful fight. 

When they were come as far as they wiihed, 
they halted for a ftort time, and then advanced 
their front to begin the action. They were gal- 
lantly received ; and, I believe, had the two par- 
ties been in the plain, many more bold actions 
would have taken place than it was poffible to 
find an opportunity for where they were; for 
the barriers beiug clofely fliut, prevented them 
from touching each other. 

The mardial bit fir John de Chatelmorant with 
his lance, as did fir John the raarfbal ; for each 
was eager to burt tbe other, but, from the ftrength 
of their armour, they could not. Sir Thomas 
Percy attacked Barrois des Barres; Maubrun de 
Linieres, fir "William de Montigny; fir John 
d'Ambreticourt, fir Reginald de Roye; the lord 
Talbot, fir Triftan de la Jaille: fo every man 
bad his match ; and when they were fatigued or 
heated they retired, and other frefli knights and 
fquires renewed the fltirmifii. This was con- 
tinued until paft eight o'clock: indeed, it was 
twelve before it was entirely over. The archers 
next came to the barriers ; but the knights with- 
drew, for fear of the arrows, and ordered their 
crofs-bows and CallilHans to oppofe them, which 
they did until noon, when the lufty varlets con- 
tinued thelkirmifti until fun-fet, and the knights 
then returned frelh and vigorous to renew it. 

Thus was the day employed until night, when 

the Englifli retired to their quarters, and the 

knights 
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knights into the cafUe, where they kept a good 
guard. The Englifti were quartered about half 
a league from Noya, on the banks of the rirer, 
which was very welcome to them and their 
horfes, for they had great diflSculty in procur- 
ing water on their march. They intended to re- 
main there five or fix days, and then march to 
Vilalpando, and look at the conitable of Caftilk 
and the French there in garrifon. They had alio 
heard from the king of Portugal, who was en^ 
camped in the plains of Ferrol, and mtended 
marching for the town of Padron * i^n Galicia, 
which was in the line of march of the Englifh; 
and I believe the king and duk^ were to meet in 
this town, to confer together on the ftate of af- 
fairs, and determine on a plan for carrying on 
the war. They had already been one month in 
the enemy's country, and had conquered all Ga- 
licia, except one or two places, without having 
any intelligence of the king of Gaftille or the 
French, which greatly furprifed them ; for they 
had heard that the king of Gailille had ifiued his 
fummons from Burgos, where he refided, to all 
parts of Gaftille, Seville, Gordova, Toledo, Leon^ 
Validolid, Soria, and had collected fixty thou- 
fand men, not including fix thoufand men at 
arms from France. The duke of Bourbon was 
likewife daily expected, for he had quitted Paris. 
It was for this reafon the EnglilDh andPortuguefe 
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*Padron i^ iituated on the river Ulla, four leagues to the 
fouthward of Sant Jago : it was formerly a biihoprick, but if 
Mw triMaiferr€<f to iSftnt Jago. 
€i: '•: - wanted 
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Wranted to unite their armies, to be in greater 
force, and better enabled to meet the enemy ; 
for they believed all that had been told them re- 
fpecting the French and Caftillians as true, and 
outwardly fhewed much joy thereat. They 
would willingly have encountered their enemies, 
for they were convinced they could never bring 
their difpute to any decifion without a battle. 

Sir William de Lignac and fir Walter de Paffac 
were always about the king's perfon, and ac- 
companied him wherever he went; for thby had 
two or three times a week intelligence from 
France of what was going on, and likewife ftx>m 
the duke of Bourbon. They were waiting for 
him, as he had begun his journey, by way. of 
Avignon, to vifit the pope and cardinals; and 
would not therefore offer combat during his ab- 
fence, nor would it have been becoming them 
fo to dp. Among the news they had from France, 
the moil furprifing was the account of the duke 
of Brittany's arreft and confinement of the con- 
ftable' in the caftle of Ermine, until he ranfom- 
ed himfelf, by paying down one hundred thou- 
ftuid francs and the furrender of three cafdes 
and a town, by which the intended invasion of 
England was prevented. They were greatly 
afl;oniflied, and could not imagine what the duke 
of Brittany meant by it: they, however, fup- 
pofed that he mull hav^ been inftigated thereto 
by the council of England. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

THE KING OF FRANCE SENDS SOME OF HIS NO- 
BU:S TO DEMAND FROM THE DUKE OF BRIT- 
TANY THE REASON OF THE INSULT OFFERED 
TO HIM IN THE PERSON OF HIS CONSTABtE, 
SIR OLIVER DE CLISSON. 

TpHE court of France, more particularly the 
-^ king's uncles, and the principal lords, were 
mucl^ dillrefled by the defiance that was fent by 
the duke of Gueldres; for it was outrageous and 
rude, and not in the common ilile of fuch chal- 
lenges, as I fhall explain when I mention the 
particulars. They were likewife much vexed 
at the late conduct of the duke of Brittany, 
which had broken up the expedition to England 
by the imprifonment of its leader. This had 
been greatly prejudicial to the king, nor could 
they difcover any caufe he had to ailign. for 
fuch conduct. The king did not pay fuch at- 
tention to thefe matters, which, confidering his 
youth, was not to be wondered at, as if he had 
"been of more advanced years ; for fome of the 
old lords, who remembered former times, faid, 
^ that by a similar act the kingdom had been 
much agitated, when the king of Navarre alTaf- 
fmated sir Charles d'Efpaign, who at the time 
was conftable of France, for which king John 
could never afterwards bear the king of Navarre, . 

and 
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and had deprived him, as far as he was able, 
of all his pofleffioiis in Nonnandy.' 'Do you 
fuppofe,' faid others, ' that if king Charles, the 
father of our king, were now alive, who loved 
fo much the conftable, he would not have made 
the duke pay feverely for this infult ? By my 
faith wjsuld he, and inftantly have declared war 
againA him, and, coft what it would, have dri- 
ven him out of his duchy,' 

Thus was thematterdifcufled through France, 
where all agreed that he had acted very ill. The 
king and his uncles, to pacify the people, who 
were much diflatisfied, and to inquire into the 
grounds of this businefs, refolved to fend a pre- 
late, and three able and prudent barons, to hear 
the duke's reafons, and to fummon him to Paris, 
or wherever elfe the king might pleafc, to make 
proper excufes for his conduct. Sir Milon de 
Dormaus, bifhop of Bcauvais, was nominated 
as principal: he was a moft able man, of great 
eloquence, and was to be accompanied by sir 
John de Viemie, sir John de Bueil and the lord 
- de la Riviere, who had received full inftructions 
what they were to fay ; but to be the more par- 
ticularly informed of what had paffed, the bilhop 
of Beauvais went to Montlehery, the residence 
of the conftable, to learn from him the moll mi- 
nute details. This town and caftle, with its de- 
pendancies, had been given to him and to his 
heirs by king Charles. The.bifhop, during this 
visit, was feized witli an illnefs that forced him 
to keep his bed, and, after fifteen days ftruggle 
againft the fever, it carried him off, fo. very 
fevere was the attack. The bilhop of Lau^ve.^ 
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wias- nominated in the place of the bi(hopr of 
Beauvais, who fet out, with the before mention- 
ed b^rons^ for Brittany. 



CHAP. XLVII. 

f JIOISSART MENTIONS THE PERSON FROM WHOM 
HE LEARNT THE ARREST OF THE CONSTABLE 
DE CLISSON; WHO LIKEWISE INFORMS HIM 
THAT SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCUN OUGHT 
TO BE CALLED DU GLAY-AQUIN. 

1MAY, perhaps, be afked, how I became 
acquainted with the events in this hiftory, to 
(peak fo circumftantially about them. 1 repljr 
to thofe who ftiall do fo, that I have, with great 
attention and diligence, fought in divers king- 
doms and countries for the facts which have 
been, or may hereafter be mentioned in it : for 
God has given me grace and opportunities to 
fee, and make acquaintance with the greater 
part of the principal lords of France and Ehg- 
. land. It fliould be known, that in the year 
1390, I had laboured at this hiflory thirty-feven 
years, and at that time I was fifty -^feven years 
^ old: a man may, therefore, learn much in fuch 
a. period, when he ts in his vigour, and well re- 
ceived by all parties. During my youth, I was 
five years attached to the king and queen of Eng- 
nd, and kindly entertained in the houfehold of 

king 
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king John of France and king Charles his fon. 
I wasj in confequence, enabled to hear much 
during thofe times; and, for certain, the great- 
eft pleafure I have ever had, was to make eveiy 
poffible inquiry, in regard to what was pafling 
in the world, and then to write down all that I 
had learnt. 

I will now fay from whence I heard of the 
arreft of the conftable, and the confequences that 
followed. I was riding about the time this 
pafled, or perhaps a year after, from Angers to 
Tours, and had flept at Beaufort en Vallee.* 
On the morrow I overtook a knight from Brit- 
tany, called sir William d'Ancenis, who was 
going to visit madame de Maille in Touraine, 
who was his cousin, as the had lately become a 
widow. I made aoquaintaiice with the knight, 
for he was courteous and obliging in fpeeeh, 
and inquired the news from him ; more parti- 
cularly about the imprifonment of the conftable, 
the truth of which I was eager to know. He 
gave me the information I wanted; for he faid 
he had been at the parliament at Vannes, with 
his cousin the lord d'Ancenis, a powerful baron 
in Brittany. In the fame manner as sir Efpaiga 
du Lyon told me all that pafled in Foix, B^am 
, and Gafcony, and as don Juan Fernando Porte- 
let the events in Caftille and Portugal, did the 
gallant knight converfe with me, and would 
have continued it longer, had I rode farther in 
his company. 

* Beaufort en Vallee, — or Beaufort la Ville, a town of 
-Anjou, on the river Authion, fix leaguei (rom Kngw*, tx.- 
^ -teea fran Tootbi, 
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We had advanced four long leagues between 
Montlihargne and Preuilly, riding at a gentle 
pace, when he told me many thiijgs on the 
road, refpecting Brittany, which I treafured up 
in my memory. As we were thus riding, we 
entered a meadow near to Preuilly, when he 
difmounted, and faid, — * Ah, may God keep 
the foul of the good conftable of France; for he 
.had, on this fpot, a Inoft honourable combat, 
and greatly profitable to the country ; but he 
was not then conftable, and ferved under the 
banner of sir John de Bueil, on his return from 
the expedition into Spain/ * Pray have the. 
goodnefs to relate it to me.' * I will,' faid h^; 
* but let us remount our horfes.' We did fo, 
and, continuing our journey, he thus began: 

* In the time I am fpeaking of, this country 
was quite filled with Engliih, and thieves firom 
Gafcony, Brittany, Germany : adventurers frotft 
all nations had fixed their quarters on both fides 
of the Loire, for the war between England aiid 
France was renewed. A party of them had for- 
tified themfelves in the caftle of Beaufort en 
Vallee; which you have feen, and fupported 
themfelves by plundering the country all round 
it. But to come to the immediate object of my 
iiory : fome Englijfh and Gafcons had poiTefled 
themfelves of Preuilly, and ftrengthened it fo 
much, that none attempted to diflodge them : 
they had alfo fome other fmaller forts near j and 
when they made any excurfions, they could af- 
femble between eight hundred and a thoiifand 

combatants. . . 

• •• ■• 

' The conftable, ftt Betltatid du Guefelin, fir 
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John de Bueil, the lord de Mailly, and other 
iknights, determined to deliver the country from 
thefe people, and collected about five hundred, 
fpears. They learnt that the Englifti intended 
marching towards Saumer J that all the captains 
of the ditlerent forts were to unite their forces; 
and that the place of meeting was PreuiUy, 
which you fee before us. Our men, having 
croffed the river, placed themfelves in ambuf- 
cade, in the wood below us, on the right hand. 
The enemy left Preuilly at fun-rife, to the 
amount of nine hundred fighting men: and when 
our party in ambufli faw them advancing, they 
knew a combat to be inevitable. They held a 
council on what fhould be their cry, and were 
desirous it (hould be, *Sir Bertrand!' but he 
would not confent, and declared he would not 
display either banner or pennon, but be under 
that of sir John de Bueil. Our enemies enter- 
ed the mead, where we juft now difmounted, 
and they had fcarcely done fo before our men 
fallied out of their ambufh to meet them. On 
feeing us, being of good courage, they drew 
themfelves up in handfome order. We did the 
fame, and both parties advanced to the combat, 
which inftantly commenced with fuch thrufting 
of lances that many were thrown down on each 
side. It lafted a considerable time without 
either giving way; but, to fay the truth, we 
were all picked men, and with the enemy were 
numbers badly armed and plunderers. They 
gave us, however, full employment; but sir 
Morice Trifeqnedy, sir GeoiTry Ricotv, ^ 
GeofFry Kerimel and Morfonace, joimu^ 
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Bertraud du Guefclin, full gallop, reinforced us 
with fixty good fpears, whom they brought with 
therUj and, attacking the Englifli on horfeback 
threw them into a confufion they never could 
recover. \ 

* The leaders of thefe pillagers, perceiving the 
event was likely to turn out unfavourable to them, 
mounted their horfes, but not all; for feven lay 
dead on the field, with three hundred of their men. 
The purfuit lafted as fer as St. Maur, where fir 
Robert Cheney, Robert Hervey, Richard Giles 
and James Clerk got into a boat, and faved them- 
felves by crofling the Loire. They made for four 
caftles the Englifti had on that fide the river, 
wherein they did not long remain, but haflened 
for Auvergne and Limoufin, as they fancied the 
confi;able was fl;ill at their heels. 

* By this defeat, my good mafter, was all this 
country delivered from pillagers, and never fince 
that time have any Englifli or others eftabliftied 
themfelvcs here. I therefore fay, that coniiable 
Bertrand was a gallant man, and of great honour 
and advantage to France, for he regained large 
traci^ of territory froni her enemies.' * By my 
faith, fir, you fay truly : he was indeed a very 
valiant man, and fo is fir Oliver du Guefclin.' 
On my naming him du Guefcliuj the knight 
laughed ; and I faid, * Sir, what do you laugh at?* 
* Becaufe you call him du Guefclin, .which is not 
his proper name, nor ever was, although he is 
generally fo called, even by us who come from 
Brittany. Sir Bertrand was during his lifetime 
'lefirous to alter this, but could not: forthis word 
s niore naturally pronounced than the one he; 



wiflied to fubftitute for it.' ' Pray, fir' faid I, 
* have the kindnefs to tell me if there be any 
great difference between them.' ' No, God help 
me; the only difference is Glay-aquin inflead of 
Glefqiiin, or Guefclin, I will tell you whence this 
furname is derived, according to what I have 
heard the old people in Brittany fay, and it is 
certainly true, for you may find it written in the 
old chronicles of Brittany.' This fpeecli gave 
me great pleafure, and I replied. — ' Sir, I fliall 
think myfelf much obliged by your fo doing; 
and what you fay fhall not be forgotten, for fir 
Bertrand du Guefclin was fo renowned a knight 
that his reputation ought to be augmented by 
every peffible means.' ' That is true,' faid the 
knight, and thus began : 

' In the reign of Charlemagne, that great con- 
queror, who added fo much to Chriftendom and 
France ; for he was emperor of Rome as well as 
king of France and Germany; and whofe body 
lies now at Aix la Chapelle, This king Charles, 
as is feen in the ancient chronicles [for you know 
that all the knowledge we poflefs in this world 
we owe to writing, and upon no other foundation 
can we depend for truth but on what is contain- 
ed in approved books), was feverai times in Spain, 
where he once remained for nine years without 
returning to France, but conquering all before 
him. At this time there was a pagan king, 
called Aquin, who reigned over Bugia and Bar- 
bary, that lie oppofite to Spain. The kingdom 
of Spain was very confiderable, if you follow its 
coalls from St. Jean du Pied des Ports, for it 
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then contained all Anragon, Navarre, Bifcay, 
Oporto, Coimbra, Lifbon, Seville, Cordova, To- 
ledo and Leon, and thefe formerly were conquer- 
ed by this great king. During his long refidence 
in Spain, Aquin, king of Bugia and Barbary, af- 
fembled an army and embarked for Brittany, 
where he landed at the port of Vannes. He 
brought his wife and children with him, "and, 
liaving eftabliflied himfelf and his army in the 
country, proceeded to make further conquefts. 
King Charles was duly informed of what* was 
pailing in Brittany; but he would not let it in- 
t^fere with his prefent undertaking, faying, 
* Let him eftablifh himfelf in Brittany: it will 
not be difficult for us to free the country from 
him and his people ; but we will firft complete 
the conqueft of this country, and fubmit it to 
the Chriftian faith.* 

* This king, Aquin, built a handfome tower on 
the fea-fliore near to Vannes, called the Glay, 
wherein he took pleafure to refide. W hen Charle- 
magne had accompliftied his expedition to Spain 
by the delivery of Galicia and other provinces 
from the Saracens, whofe kings he had flain, and, 
by driving out the infidels, had brought the whole 
kingdom under the Chriftian faith ; he failed for 
Brittany, and gave battle to king Aquin and his 
adherents, with fuch fuceefs that the greater part 
of the infidels were killed and king Aquin forced 
to fly, in a veffel that lay ready prepared for him 
at the foot of the tower of Glay. He was fo hard 
prefTed by the French, he could only embark 
himfelf, his wife and fome of his family, and in 
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the hurry forgot a young child, of about a year 
old, that was afleep in the tower. The king hav- 
ing efcaped, this child was brought to Charle- 
magne, who was niuch pleafed with him, and ^ 
had him baptifed, Roland and Oliver were his 
godfathers at the font, and the emperor gave him 
handfome prefents and the lands his fiither had 
vt'on in Brittany. This child, when grown up, 
was a valiant knight, and called Oliver du Glay- 
aquin, becaufe he had been found in the tower 
of Glay, and was the fon of king Aquin. 

* Such was the foundation of the family of fir ■' 
Bertrand du GuefcHn, which, as you fee, ought 
to be called du Glaj' -aquin. Sir Bertrand was 
ufed to fay, that when he fliould have expelled 
don Pedro from Spain and crowned don Henry 
de Tranftamare, he would go to Biigia, as he 
fliould have only the fea to crofs, and demand 
his inheritance, and would undoubtedly have 
executed it; for don Henry would gladly have 
fupplied him with men and fliips ; but the prince i 
of Wales, by bringing back and replacing don 
Pedro on the throne of Caftille, put an end to it. 
Sir Bertrand was made prifoner by fir John 
Chandos, at the famous battle of Najara, and 
ranfomed for one hundred thoufand francs. He 
had been before ranfomed by the fame knight, 
and for the like fum, at the battle of Auray. 
The renewal of the war between England and 
France put an effectual ftop to this African expe- 
dition, and gave him fo mucli employment that 
lie could not attend to any thing elfe. He was, 
neverthelefs, the direct ifliie from king Aquiii, 
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who reigned over Bugia and Barbary. Thus 
have I traced to you the defcent of fir Bertrand 
du Guefclin/ * That i^ true,' replied I, * and I 
am very thankfiil to you for it, which I will not 
forget.' As I faid this, we arrived at Preuilly*. 



CHAP. XLVIII. 

AMBASSADORS FROM THE KING OF FRANCE WAIT 
ON THE DUKE OF BRITTANY RESPECTING 
THE ARREST OF HIS CONSTABLE. — THE DUKEj 
HAVING HEARD THEM, GIVES THEM HIS AN- 
SWER. 

TF I could have been as long with fir William 
-■• d'Ancenis as I was with fir Efpaign du Lyon, 
when we travelled together from Pamiers to 
Orth^s in B6arn, or with fir Juan Fernando Por- 
tele^, he would have told me many interefting 
things: but it could not be; for, foon after din- 



* The high reputation of Bertranfl du Guefclin gave rife 
to many falfe reports of his origin: the above is one. To de- 
tect thii, it it only necefTary to ftatc, 1ft, There never was a 
prince in Brittany of the name of Aquin. — 2dly, Charlemagne 
conquered that province by his lieutenants^ and was never 
there in perfon. — Sdly, That the original name of the houfe 
<if du Guefclin was not Glay-£(quin, but Guarplic^ a com- 
pound of two Breton words^ Gwar and Plic, which fignifies a 
creek, and defcribea the fituation of the old caftte du Guar- 
pHc, that was buil^ on a creek, or gulph, in Concale bay, in 

»rparifh bf Saint Coulomb, diocefe of D6L 
•r furth^ particulars, fee rhiiloire'de la Bretagne. 

ner. 
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ner, we came to two roads; one leading td 
Tours, . whither I was bound, and the other to^ ' 
Mailly, which he was to follow. Here then we 
took leave of each other, and feparated; but on 
our road from Preuiliy, before our reparation, 
he told me many things about the biiliop of 
Langres, who had fucceeded the bilhop of 
Beauvis in the embafly to the duke of Brittany 
with fir Joha de Beuil- and the anfwer they re- 
ceived from the duke. Upon the authority of 
what the knight faiil, I have written as follows. 
The ambalfadors, having taken leave of the 
king and council, continued their journey until 
. they came to Nantes, where they inquired the 
refidence of the duke. They were told, that he 
chiefly refided at or near Vannes in preference 
to any other place. They left Nantes, and did 
not flop until they arrived at Vannes, as it is 
only twenty leagues diftant, and difmounted in 
the town, for the duke lived in the caftle called 
la Motte. When they had equipped themfelves 
in a manner becoming their rank, they waited 
on him, who received them outwardly with 
much affection. 

The bifliop of Langresj being a prelate, was 
the fpokefman, and harangued in a haudfome 
manner, in the prefence of his two companions, 
fir John de Vienne and fir John de Benil, fay- 
ing, — * Lord duke, we are fent hither by the 
king our fovereign, and by my lords his uncles, 
the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, to fay they 
are wondroufly furprifed you (hould have pre- 
rented the invafion of England from taking^lace, 
wKev\. 
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when on the point of failing, and have fanfomed 
the conftable of France for fuch an immenfe ftun, 
befides feizing three of his cafUes in Brittany and 
the town of Jugon*, which, fliould they turn 
againil the country, may ferioufly injure it. We 
are therefore charged to order you, on the part 
of our fovereign lord the king, and of our lords 
his uncles, to reftore to fir Oliver de Cliffon, con- 
ftable of France, thofe parts of his inheritance you 
now withhold from him, and give him peaotable 
pofTeffion thereof, according to juftice,in the fame 
condition they were in before they were furren- 
dered up to you through confiraint, and not ac* 
cording to any juft claim you had upon them j 
and alfo the fum of money you have received, 
wholly and fully, wherever he (hall be pleafed to 
have it. paid. The king and liis council likewifil 
fummon you to appear at Paris, or wherever elfc 
they may direct, to excufe yourfelf for what you 
have done* Thie king is fo good tempered and 
forbearing that, from ties of blood, he will readily 
liften to your excufes. Should they not be quite 
fatisfactory, our lords, the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy, will fo faftiion them to the utmoft of 
their abilities, and by entreaties or othervi'ife 
manage the matter fo that you fllall remain 
friend and coufin to the king, as it is reafonable 
ydu fhould be.' 



* Jugon muft have been of coniiderable confequence> for 
I believe there is an old proverb^ 

' Qui a Bretagne fans Jugon 
A un ^happe ians chaperon.' 

The 
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The biftiop, turning to fir John de Vienne, 
faid, ' Do you agree in my fentiments ? ' 'Yes, fir,' 
he replied. Sir John de Bueil made a fimilar an- 
fwer: when this paffed, there were but thefe four 
in the apartment. 

The dukcj having heard the biflaop, was very 
thoughtful, and not without reafon, for the words 
were fo clear they required no expounding. At 
length he faid, — ' Sir, I have well heard what you 
had to fay : it was proper I fliould do fo, as you 
come from my fovereign lord the king of France, 
and ray lords his uncles, I am therefore boundeii 
to pay you, as coming from them, every honour 
andrefpect, and am willing to do fo. What you 
have faid, however, demands confideration ; and 
1 fliall take the advice of my council, that I may 
give you fuch an anfwer as may pleafe you, for 
I would not act otherwife," 

' You fay well,' replied the ambafladors, * and 
we are fatisfied.' They then took leave, and re- 
turned to their hotel. Towards evening, they re- 
ceived an invitation from the duke to dine with 
him on the morrow, which they accepted. The 
next day they went to the caftle,where they found 
the duke and his knights,who received them mag- 
nificently. Shortly after their arrival, bafons and 
ewers were brought, for them to wafii before they 
fat down to table. The bifliop of Langre.s, in re- 
fpect to his prelacy, was feated above all the com- 
pany ; next to him was the duke, then fir John 
de Vienoe and fir John de Bueil. The dinner was 
very fplendid, fumptuous, and well ferved : when 
it wasover, they retired into the prefence chara- 
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ber, where they converfed on different fubjects* 
and amufed themfelres in hearing the minftrels. 
The lords from France thought they fliould 
have then received their anfwer, but were dif- 
* appointed. Wine and fpices were brought, 
w hich having partaken of, they retired to their 
hotels, and remained the whole evening com- 
fortably at home. On the enfuing morning, it 
was fignified to them that the duke wiftied to fee 
them at the caftle, whither they went^ and, be- 
ing introduced to the apartment where the duke 
w^s, he received them kindly, and thus fpoke : 
* My fair firs, I know you are anxious for an an- 
fwer to what you have been charged to tell me 
from my fovereign and other lords, that'you may 
report it to them: 1 therefore declare, that I 
have done nothing to fir Oliver de Clfflbn that 
I repent of, except that he has efcaped too 
cheaply and with his life: this I fpared folely 
on account of his office, and not in any man- 
ner out of perfonal regard; for he has behaved 
fo very ill to me, in feveral inftances,' that I 
hate him mortally; and, begging my fovereign's 
and their graces pardon, I have not prevented 
the expedition to England taking place by the 
arreft of the conftable. Of this I am able and 
willing to exculpate myfelf ; for the day I had 
him arretted, I was thinking no harm againft 
it*: it is proper to take advantage of an enemy 
wherever it may be found. If he had been flain, 
I believe the kingdom of France would not 



* The original runs, *' nid mal je n'y penfoye. 
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have been the worfc governed for having loft 
the fuppofed benefit of his council. With re- 
gard to the caflles he fnrrendered to me, and 
of which I am in poffeflion, I (hall keep them 
until the king by force difpoflelles uie of thera. 
As to the money, I reply, that from the hatred 
of fir Oliver de Cliffon, I have incurred debts 
in this and other countries, and have, from this 
fum, repaid thofe to whom I was indebted.' 

Such was the anfwer the duke of Brittany 
gave to the ambaffadors from the king of France, 
Many debates enfued, to induce the duke to 
fend a more moderate anfwer; but his rephcs 
were always to the fame effect as what he had 
before fpoken. When they found they could 
not obtain any thing more, they defired to take 
their leave, which being granted, they prepared 
for their departure, and journeyed until they 
arrived at Paris, thence they went to the caftle 
of Beante, near Vincennes, where the king and 
queen refided. The dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy foon followed them, as they were impa- 
•tient to hear the duke of Brittany's anfwer, 
which as you have heard, I will not repeat. 
But as thofe fent into Brittany had not fuc- 
ceeded in any one point, the king and council 
were greatly difpleafed with the duke, and faid 
he was the proudeft and moft prefumptuous 
man alive, and that matters (hould not remain 
as they were; for the confequences would be 
too prejudicial and difgraceful to the crown of 
France. It was fully the intention of the king 

Vol. VIII. X and 
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and his council to make war on tlie duke of 
Brittany. 

The duke expected nothing lefs ; for he knew 
he had angered the king of France, as well as 
thofe of his council : but his hatred againft the 
conftable was fo deep, it deprived him of the 
ufeof his reafon ; and he forely repented that» 
when in his power, he had not put him to 
death. Things remained in this ilate a con- 
fiderable time. The duke refided at Vannes, 
but feldom went abroad for fear of ambufcades : 
he paid great court to the principal cities and 
towns in the duchy, and made fecret tres^ties 
with the £ngli0i : he alfo garrifoned bis flrong 
places the fame as in times of war. His opi- 
nion continually varied, as to what had pafled : 
Sometimes he faid, he wifhed he had not ar- 
refted the conftable ; at others, to excufe him- 
felf, he declared that Cliflbn had fo grievoufly 
infulted him, he had good reafon for what be 
had done. This conduct had caufed him to be 
feared in the country : for the lord hath fmall 
authority who is not feared by his fubjects;* 
for whenever he pleafes he may be at peace 
with them. 

We will now leave the duke of Brittany, andi 
return to the affaires of England, which, at this 
moment, were in a troubled and dangerous 
ftate. 
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CHAP, XLIX. 

THE DUKES OF YORK AND GLOCESTER, UNCLES 
TO THE KING, CONFEDERATE, WITH OTHER 
BARONS, AGAINST HIM AND HIS COUNCIL. — 
THE PEOPLE ARE DISCONTENTED WITH 
THE DUKE OF IRELAND. — THE LONDONERS, 
THROUGH THE MEANS OF THE DUKE OF GLO- 
CESTER AND HIS FRIENDS, OBTAIN, FROM 
THE KING, THAT A DAY SHOULD BE FIXED 
FOR THOSE WHO HAD MANAGED THE FINAN- 
CES TO RENDER AN ACCOUNT OF THEM. 
YOU have before heard, that the dukes of 
York and Glocefter had confederated with 
the earl of SaUfbury, the earl of Arundel, the 
earl of Northumberland, the carl of Notting- 
ham and the archbifliop of Canterbury, againft 
the king and his council, with whom they were 
very much dilTatisfied. They faid, — ' This duko 
of Ireland doth with the king and the realm as 
he pleafes: the king has only bafe knaves about 
his perfon, without any regard to noblemen; 
and as long as he attends to no other advice 
than that of thofe now near him, things can- 
not go on well; for no kingdom can profper 
when governed by wicked men. It is well 
known, that when a poor perfon is exalted and 
fupporteil by his lord, he corrupts the people, 
and deftroys the country ; for what can a bafe- 
born man feel of honour: his fole wifli is to 
enrich himfelf, juft like the otter, who, on en- 
tering a pond, devours all the fifli therein, 
X 2 "^V^xvG* 
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Whence comes it that this duke of Ireland hath 
fuch power over the. king, (we know his origin) 
and governeth all England at his pleafure, while 
the king's uncles are difregarded ? Such con- 
duct is not longer to be fuffered. W^ are not 
ignorant who the earl of Oxford was, and that 
in this country he had not one good quality, 
either of fenfe, honour or gentility allowed hinu' 

* Sir John Chandos, added a knight, ^ jnsde him 
' feel this very fharply once, at the palaice of the 

prince of Wales, at St. Andrews, in Bordeaux/ 

* How fo ?' demanded another, who wiflied t6 
know the particulars. *I will tell you,' re- 
)>lied the knight, ' for I was prefent. Wine was 
ferving round' to the prince of Wales and a large 
party of Englilh lords, in an apartment of his^ 
palace ; and, when the prince had drank, the 
cup wa5 carried to fir John Chandos^ as con- 
fiable of Aquitaine, who took it ancl drank, 
without paying any attention to the earl af Ox- 
fore, father to this duke of Ireland, or defiring 
him to drink firft Aftpr fir John Chandos had 
drank; o©e of his fquires prefented the vnne to 
the earl of Oxford 5 bmt^ indignant that Chaoi^ 
dos had drank before him, be refufed it, and 
faid, by way of mockery, to the fqtiire who 
was holding the cup, * Go, carry it to thy maf- 
ter, Chandos : let him drink/ * Why fbould 
I go to him ? for he has drank. Drink your* 
felf, fmce it is olBFered you ; for, by St. George, 
if you do not, I will throw it in your face/ 
The earl, afraid lefl the {quire fhould execute 
what lie bad fud, for he was bold enough to 
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do Co, took the cup and put it to his mouth 
and drank, or at leaft pretended to drink. Sir 
John Chandos was not far off, and lieaid and 
iaw the whole, and his fquire, whilft the prince 
was in converfation with others, came and told 
iiim what had paffed. Sir John Chandos took 
no notice of it until the prince had retired, 
when, ftepping up to the eavl of Oxford, he 
faid; ' What, fir Aubrey*, are you difpleafed 
that I drank firfl, who am the conftable of this 
country ? I may well drink and take precedence 
before you, fince my moll renowned fovereign, 
the king of England, and my lords, the prin- 
ces, affent to it. True it is, that you were at 
the battle of Poitiers ; but all now prefentd6_ 
not know the caufe of it fo well as I do: I will 
declare it, that they may remember it. When 
my lord, the prince, had finiflied his journey 
to Languedoc, Carcaffone and Narbonne, and 
was returned to this city of Bordeaux, you took 
it into your head that you would return to 
England; but what did the king fay to you? 
I know it well, though I was not prefent. He 
alked, if you had accomplilhed your fervicej 
and, afterward, what you had done with hia 
fon. You replied, ' Sir, I left him in good 
health at Bordeaux.' 'What!' faid the king, 

* This earl of Oxfoi'd's name was Tlioinaa. Sir Alberic 
tie Vere was hii brother. He was employed in diflerenl ne- 
gotiations by Richard II. 

Robert was the fon and heir of Tliomas, the lafi earl of 
Oxford, and created duke of Ireland. 

See Dugdale'u Baronage, 
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' and have jrou been bold enough to return hi- 
ther without him ? Did I not ftrictljr enjoin you, 
and the others who accompanied him, never to 
Fietum without him, under the forfeiture of 
your lands ; and yet you have dared to difobey 
lily commands. I now pofitively order you to 
quit my kingdom within four days and return 
to the prince; for if you be found on the'fifth 
day, you (hall lofe your life and eftates/ You 
were afraid to hazard difobedience, as was na- 
tural, and left England. You were fo fortu- 
nate, that you joined the prince four days be- 
fore the battle of Poitiers, and had, that day, 
the command of forty lances, while I had fixty. 
Now, confider if I, who am conftable of Aqui- 
taine, have not the right to take precedence, 
and drink before you do.' 

* The earl of Oxford was much afliamed, and 
would willingly have been any where but there. 
He was forced, however, to bear with what fir 
John Chandos faid, who fpoke aloud that all 
might hear him.' * After this,* faid another 
knight, * we ought not to be fiirprifed that th6 
duke of Ireland, who is the fon of this earl of 
Oxford, is not more confiderate, and does not 
keep in his memory what may be told him of 
his father, inflead of ruling the whole kingdom 
of England, and fetting himfelf above the king's 
uncles.' • * And why fhould he not do fo,* re- 
plied others, * fince the king wills it ?' 

There were great murmurings throughout 
England againft the duke of Ireland ; but what 
injured him the moft was his conduct to his 

duchefs 
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fluchefs, the lady Philippa, daoghter of the 
lord de Coucy earl of Bedford, who was a band- 
feme and noble lady, and of the higheii extrac- 
tion. He fell in love with a German latly, one 
of the attendants of the prefent queen; and, 
by his folicitations at the court of Rome, pope 
Urban VI, granted him a divorce from the lady 
Philippa, without any title of juftice, but 
through prefimiption and indifference, when he 
married this lady. King Richard confeuted 
thereto; for he was fo blinded by the duke of 
Ireland that, if he had declared that black was 
white, the king would not have faid to the con- 
trary. 

The mother of the duke was mightily enraged 
with him for this conduct, and took the lord de 
Coney's daughter to her home and made her her 
own companion. The duke certainly acted ill, 
and evil befel him for it, as this was one of the 
principal caules of the liatred all England borp 
him*. It is but juft that what is conceived in 

• Walfingham, fpcaking of tliis trajifaction, fays. — ' Acci- 
dit his diebus, ut Robertus \'ere, elatus de honoribus tjuoa 
rex impendebat eidem jugiter, fuam repudiaret uxorem ju- 
venculam, nobileiu, atque pulchram, genitam de iUufirii 
Edwardi regis filia Ifabella, et aliam duceret, qua cum re- 
gina Anna venerat dt Boemia (lit ftrtur) cujufdam Cellarii 
filiam, igQobilem prorfus atque ffcdam : ob quam cauratn 
magna furrepfit occafio fcaudalorum (cujus nomea erat in 
Tulgaria idiomate Lancecrona). Favebat fibi in his omnibua 
(pfe rtx, nolens ipfum in alinuo contriHare, vel potiiu (prout 
dicitur] non valens Cu\» rotis aliqualiter obviare, qui maleli- 
ciis cujufdam fratris (qui cum dicto Roberto fuit) res impe- 
ditus nequaquam quod bonum dt, et honeftum cemere, rel 
fectari valebaL' 

evil 
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evil fliQuld have an unfortunate emi ; ,»d tiaoB 
duke confided fo much in the affection of tte 
king, he thoughituo one would dare toiiyure^im. 
It was reported through Elngland, that a new 
tax was to be leyied on every fire9 and that^acth 
was to pay a noble> the rich making up for the 
deficiencies of the poor. . The king*s uncles 
ko^w, thi^; would be difficult to bring about; and 
tbqy had caufed it to be fpread in the principal 
towns how greatly the inhabitants would be op- 
preffed by fuch taxes^ and that, as there muft 
remain great fums in the treafury, the people 
ought to infift on having an account of their ex- 
penditure from thofe who had the management, 
fuc^ ^s the archbifhop of York, the duke of 
trABiii^, fir Simon Burley, fir Michael de la 
Pole, fir Nicholas Bramber, fir Robert Trefilian, 
fir. Peter Grouloufre, fir John Saliibury, fir John 
Beauchamp and the m after of the wooUftaple; 
and, if tbefe would render an honeft account, 
there would be found money enough for the pre« 
fettt demands of the kingdom. It is a weU- 
known maxim, that no one pays willingly, or 
takes money from his .purfe, if he can avoid it. 
Thefe rumours were Ibon fpread throughout 
Engiand, and efpecially in London, which i» 
the chief key of the realm, fo that the people 
rofe iix rebellion, to inquire into the govem- 
jxusxkt q{ the country, for that there had not for 
fixn^ l^me been any thing known concerning it. 
The Londoners firft addreffed themfelves to 
Thomas of Woodftock, duke of Glocefl;er, though 
he was younger than the duke of York; for he 

was 
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was much beloved for his valour, pMidehce and 
iteadinefs in bufinefs. AVhen they were in his 
prefence, they faid, — ' My lord, *the good city 
of London recommends itfelf to your care; and 
its citizens, as well as all England, entreat you 
would take upon you the government of the 
realm, and learn from thofe who have poflefled 
themfelves of the kingdom how it has been hi- 
therto governed; for the common people make 
bitter complaints, that taxes upon tases are 
continually impofed, and that the kingdom, 
fince the coronation of the king, has been more 
grievoudy opprefTed, by thefe and other extraor- 
dinary aids, than for fifty jears preceding it. 
No one knows how thefe fiims have been ex- 
pended, nor what is become of them. You will 
be pleafed to inquire into this, and provide a 
remedy, or things will turn out ill, for the dif- 
contents of the people are very ftrong.' 

The duke of Glocefter replied, — ' My good 
firs, I have attentively lillened to what you have 
faid; but I alone can do nothing. I know you 
have well-founded caufe of complaint, as well 
as the reft of England; but notwithftandiug I 
am fon to a king of England, and uncle to the 
prefent king, if I were to interfere by fpeaking 
to him, he would not attend to me; for my 
nephew has couflfellors near his perfonin whom 
he confides more than in himfelf, and thefe 
counfellors lead him as they pieafe. If you 
wi(h to fucceed in having your grievances re- 
drefled, you Ihould enter into a confederacy 
with the principal towns, and with fonie of the 
nobles and prelates, and come before the king^ 
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where my brother and myfelf wiB cheerfiiO/ 
meet you, and (ay to the king. — ^ Moft dear 
lord, you have been crowTied when very young, 
and have hitherto been very badly advifed, nor 
have you attended to the affairs of your king- 
dom, from the mean and weak counfdlors you 
have chofen. This has caufed the mifinanage- 
ment of affairs, as vou muft have feen; and if 
God, out of his merev, had not ftretched forth, 
his hand, the country muft inevitably have been 
ruined. For which, molt redoubted lord, we 
fupplicate you, in the prefence of your uncles^ 
as good fubjects ihould entreat their lord, that 
you attend to thefe matters, that the noble king- 
dom and cro :vn of England, which has de^ 
•fcended to you from the moft powerful and gal-r 
lant king this country ever poffeffed, may be fup- 
ported in profperity and honour, and the com- 
mon people, who now complain, be maintained 
in their juft rights and privileges. This you fwore 
to perform on the day of your coronation. We 
alfo entreat that you would aflemble the three 
eftates of the realm, that they may examine 
into the late manner of your government. 
Should it have been managed in a manner be- 
coming a perfon of your rank, thofe who have 
governed will acquire profit and honour, and[ 
(hall remain as long as they choofe, and while it 
may be your good pleafure, in their offices. But 
if thofe who may be appointed to examine into 
thefe matters find any thing contrary to good go- 
vernment, they will provide a remedy by quietly 
difiniflingfi'om your perfon thofe who have fo 
ted J and replacing them by others better qua- 
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lifietl, but with your confent firft had, then that I 
of your uncles and of the prelates and barons of I 
the realm, who will pay attention in the choice I 
to your honour and to that of your kingdom.' J 
' When you tliall have made this remonftrance | 
to the king,' faid the duke of Glocefter to the | 
Londoners, ' he will give you an anfwer. If he I 
fliould fay, 'We will confider of it,' cut the 
matter fhort, and declare you will not have any 
delay; and prefs it the more to alarm him, as I 
well as his minions. Say, boldly, that the coun- I 
try will not longer fuffer it ; and it is wonderful j 
they have borne it fo long. My brother and my- I 
felf will be with the king, and alfo the arch- I 
bifiiop of Canterbury, the earls of Arundel, Sa- j 
litbury and Northumberland, but fay nothing • 
fhould we not be prefcnt ; for we are the prin- ] 
cipal perfonages in England, and will fecon^.-j 
you in your remonftrance, by adding, thatwhafr ■! 
you require is but reafonable and juft. AVheii j 
he Ihall hear us thus fpeak, he will not contra- 1 
diet us, unlefs he be very ill advifed indeed, and I 
will appoint a day accordingly. This is th*_i 
advice and the remedy I offer you.' j 

The Londoners replied, — ' My lord, you have J 
loyally fpokenj but it will be difficult for us to I 
find the king and as many lords as you havri J 
named, at one time in his prefence.' • Not at 1 
all,' faid the duke: 'St. George's day wilt be 4 
within ten days, and the king will then be at ,j 
Windfor : you may be Aire the duke of Ireland ] 
and fir Simon Burley will be there alfo. There J 
will be many others. lyly brother, royfelf aucU 
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Jht earl of SaliiboTy will be there. Do yoa etMne, 
aod you will act according to circomfiances/ 

The Londoners promifed to be at Windfor on 
St. George's day^ and left the duke of G^oc^ier 
well pleafed \i4th their reception. When that 
day came, the king of England held a gr^nd fef- 
ti?al^ as his predeceflbrs had done before him, 
and, accompanied by his queen and courts went 
to Windfor. On the morrow, the Londoners 
came thither with fixty horfe, and thofe from 
York and other principal towns in like numbers, 
and lodged themfelves in the town. The king 
was defirous of leaving the place for another 
three leagues off, when he heard of the arrival of 
the commons of England, and ftill more fo, when 
told they wanted to fpeak to him ; for he dreaded 
greatly their remonftrances, and would not hav^ 
heard them : but his uncles and the earl of Sa- 
lifbury faid, — *My lord, you cannot depart, for 
they are deputed hither by all your principal 
towns. It is proper you hear what they have 
to fay : you will then give them your anfwer, 

. or take time to confider of it.* He remained 
therefore, but fore againfl his will. 

The commonswere introduced to the prefence, 
in the lower hall, without the new building, 
where the palace flood in former times. The 
king was attended by his two uncles, the arch- 

^ bifhop of Canterbury, the bifhop of Winchefter, 

lord chancellor, the earl of Salifbury, the earl 

of Northumberland, and feveral others of the 

nobility. The commoils made their harangue 

^e king, by their fpokefman, a citizen oi 

London^ 
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London, called Simon de Sudlmry, a man of feiife 
and oratory. He formed his fpeech from what 
the duke of Glocefter bad fald to them ; and, as 
you have heard that, I need not take more no- 
tice of it. 

The king, having heard it, replied,— 'Ye 
commons of England, your requerts are great 
and important, and cannot be immediately at- 
tended to ; for we fhall not long remain here, 
nor are all our council with us: indeed the 
greater part are abfent. I therefore bid each 
of yon return quietly to your homes, and there 
peaceably remain, unlefs fentfor, until Michael- 
mas, when the parliament Ihail be aflembled at 
Weftminfter. Come thither and lay your re- 
<Jueflii before us, which we will fubmit to our 
council. What we approve fliall be granted, 
and what we think improper refufed. For fhink 
not we are to be ruled by our people. That has 
never been; and we can perceive nothing but 
what is right and juft in our government, and 
in thofe who govern under us,' 

Upwards of feven inftantly replied to the king, 
and faid, — 'Moft redoubted lord, under your 
grace's favour, your juftice is weak, indeed, in 
the realm, and you know not what behoveth 
you to know; for you neither make inquiry, 
nor exainine into what is palling; and thofe 
who are your advifers will never tell you, for 
the great wealth they are amafling. It is not 
juftice, fir king, to cut off heads, wrifts or feet, 
or any way to punifti; but juftice confifts in the 
maiataining the fubject in his right, and in 
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taking care he live in peace, without having any 
caufexof complaint. We muft alfo fay that you 
have appointed too long a day by referring us 
to Michaelmas. No time can be better than 
the prefent : we, therefore, unanimoufly declare, 
that we will have an account, and very fliortly 
too, from thofe who have governed your king- 
dom fmce your coronation, and know what is 
become of the great fums that have been.raifed 
in England for thefe laft nine years, and whither 
they have paffed. If thofe who have been your 
treafurers (hall give a juil account, or nearly fo, 
we (hall be much rejoiced, and leave them in 
their offices. Thofe who (hall not produce ho- 
neft acquittances for their e^enditure fliall be 
treated accordingly, by the commiffioners that 
are to be nominated by you, and our lords your 
uncles/ 

The king, on this, looked at his uncles to fee 
if they would fay any thing, when the duke of 
Glocefter faid, — * That he faw nothing but 
what was juft and reafonable in the demandr 
they had made : what do you fay, fair brother 
of York?' "As God may help me, it is all 
true,' he replied, as did the other barons who 
were prefent ; but the king wifhed them to give 
their opinions feparately, * Sir,' added the duke 
of Glocefter, * it is but fair that you know how 
your money has been expended.' The king 
perceiving they were all united, and that his^ 
minions dared not utter one word, for they were 
overawed by the prefence of the nobles, faid, 
— ' Well, I cpnfent to it: let them be fent away; 

fo^: 
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for fammer is now approaching, and the time 
for my amufement in hunting/ Then, addref- 
fing the Londoners, he added, * Would you have 
the matter inftantly difpatched?' ^ Yes, we en- 
treat it of you, noble king: we ftiall likewife 
beg of thefe lords to take part, more particu- 
larly our lords your uncles/ 

The dukes replied, they would willingly un- 
dertake it, as well on the part of their lord and 
king, as for the country. The commons then 
faid; ' We alfo wifti that the reverend fathers, 
the lord archbiftiop of Canterbury, and the 
biihops of Lincoln and Winchefter be parties/ 
They faid, they would cheerfully do fo. Wheii 
this was agreed . to, they nominated the lords 
prefent, fuch as the earls of Salisbury and Nor- 
thumberland, fir Reginald Cobham, fir Guy de 
Bryan, fir Thomas Felton, fir Matthew Gour- ^ 
liayi and faid there ftiould be from two to four 
of the principal perfons from each city or large 
town, who would reprefent the commons of 
£lngland. All this was affented to, and the tim^ 
for their meeting fixed for the week after St. 
George's day, to be holden at Weftminller; and 
all the King's minifters and treafurers were or- 
dered to attend, and give an account of their 
adminiftrations to the before-named lords. Tho 
king confented to the whole, not through force, 
but at the folicitationsand prayers of hig uncles,^ 
*he other lords and commona of England. It, 
indeed, concerned them to know how affairs had 
been managed, both in former times and in, 
thofe of the prefent day. All having been ami- 
cably 
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cably fettled, the affembly broke up, antd the 
lords, on leaving Windfor, returned to London, 
whither were fununoned all collectors and re- 
ceivers, from the different counties, with their 
receipts and acquittances, under pain of corpo- 
ral puniihment and confifcation of goods. 



CHAP. L. 



THE COMMISSIONERSr OF ACCOUNTS CONDEMN 
SIR SIMON BURLEY TO BE IMPRISONED IN THE 
TOWER OF LONDON. — SIR THOMAS TRIVJET IS 
KILLED BY A FALL FROM HIS HORSE. — SIR 
WILLIAM ELMHAM IS ACQUITTED OF HAVING 
TAKEN MONEY FOR THE SURRENDER OF BOUR- 
BOURG AND GRAVELINES. 

THE affembly of the commiffioners of ac- 
counts was held at Weftminfter, confifting 
of the king's uncles, the prelates, barons and 
deputies from the principal towns of England. 
It lafied upwards of a month. Some of thofe ' 
who appeared before it, not producing fair or 
honourable accounts, were puniihed corporally, 
and by confifcation of whatever they poffeffed.. 
Sir Simon Burley was charged with defalca- 
tions to the amount of two hundred and fifty 
thoufand francs, notvvithflanding he had been 
tutor to the king and had aflifled him iu 
the government from his earliefl youth. When 
called upon to account for what hai be- 
come of it, he cafl the blame on the arch- 
bifhop of York and fir William Neville, faying 

he 
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he had Bever acted but with thenLand^by tbeit' 
advice, and in conjunction with the king- s chaux-' 
berlains, fir Robert Trefilian, fir' Robert Beau-* 
champ, fir John Saliftury, fir Nicholas Brateiber 
and others ; but thofe, when examined, excufed> 
themfelves, and flung the whole fault on him. - 
The duke of Ireland faid to fir Simon privatelyi 
— ^ I underftand you are to be arretted and i€tit 
to prifon until yoti fliall pay the fum you are 
charged with. Do'not difpute the matter, bub 
go whither they may order: I will make yotar 
peace with the king, though they ha^S all fworn 
to the contrary. You- know the xjonftable of 
, France owes me forty thoufand francs for the 
ranfom of John of Blois, and this fum he will 
fliortly pay : I will offer the amount to the com- 
miflioners, which for the moment will fatisfy 
them : but the king is fovereign; he will pardon 
you all, for the balances mufl; be paid to him 
and to none other.' 

^ If I did not depend/ replied fir Simon Bur- 
leyj ^ that you would ftrongly fupport me with 
the king,, and afiifi; me peifonally in this matter^ 
I would crofs the fea and go to the king of Bo- 
hemia. I fhould be well received there, and re- 
main for a time until all this buftle were blown 
oyer/^* I will hever fbrfake you,' faid the duke 
of Ireland : * are we not companions, and equally 
implicated? You mufl; aik time for repayment. 
I know well that you can pay when you pleafe, 
in ready money, one hundred thoufand francs. 
Do not fear death, for they will never pufli mat- 
ters fo far as that; and, before Michaelmas, 

Vol, VIII, Y \\ot^ 
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things fliall bave a different turn from what tfaefe 
lordf think : let me only once have the king in 
mj power, and I will have him, for all that be 
novr does he is forced to. We mnft &tisfy thefe 
cnrfed Londoners, and put an end to all this dif- 
content they have ratfed againft us and our 
friends/ 

Sir Simon Burley put a little too much confi- 
dence in thefe wcNrds of the duke of Ireland, and 
prefented himfelf before the commiflioners, when 
catted upon. They feid,— * Sir Simon, you have 
been a knight who has done honour to our coun- 
try, and were greatly beloved by our lord the late 
prince of Wales. You and the duke of Ireland 
have been the principal minifters of the king. 
We have carefully examined all your accounts 
that have been laid before us, and muft tell you, 
they are neither fair nor honourable, which has- 
difpleafed us f^r the love we bear you. We have 
therefore unanimoufly refolved that you be fent 
to the Tower of London, there to be confined 
until you fliall have repaid, in this chamber, ac- 
cording to our orders, the fum you have received 
for the king and realm, and for which, from the 
examination of the treafurer, you have never ac- 
counted : the fum amounts to two hundred and 
fifty thoufand francs. Now, have you any 
thing to fay in your defence ?' 

Sir Simon was much difconcerted, and faid, — 
' My lords, I fliall willingly obey, as it is proper 
I ftiould, your commands, and go whither you 
may pleafe to fend me. But I entreat that I may 
have a fecretary allowed me to draw out an ac« 
; . count' 
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xiount of the great expeni'es I have formerly been 
at in Germany and Bohemia, when negotiating 
the marriage of our king and lord. If I IhoulU 
liave received too much, grant me, through the 
king's grace and yours, that I may have a rea- 
fonable time for repayment.' ' To this wo 
agrue,' replied the lords; and fir Simon Burley 
was then conducted to the Tower. 

The accounts of fir Thomas Trivet and fir Wil- 
liam Elmham were next examined. They were 
not popular with any of the barons of England, 
nor with the people, on account of their con- 
duct in Flanders; for it was faid no Englifliman 
had ever made i'o (liameful an expedition. The 
bifliop of Norwich and the governor of Calais, 
who at that time was fir Hugh Calverley, had 
cleared themfelves from any blame: but the 
charge laid to the two knights, of taking money 
for the furrender of Bourbourg and Gravelines, 
prevented them doing the fame; and fome in 
England wanted to have their conduct (which 
has been before related) conftrued into treafon; 
and tlie knights had given fecurity for their ap- 
pearance, when called upon, to the king, his 
uncles and the council. 

This charge was now renewed, and they were 
fummoned before the commi (Boners. Sir Wil- 
liam Elmham appeared; but fir Thomas Trivet 
did not come, and I will tell you the cauil'. The 
fame week the fummons from the commiiTioners 
■was brought to his houfe in the north, he had 
mounted a young horfe, to try him in the fields. 
TJiis horfe ran away with him over hedge and 
Y 2 Wvow-^ 
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through bufties, knd at length fell into a ditcH 
and broke the knight's tteck. It was a pity, 
and his lofs was much bewailed' by the good 
people of England; Ndtwithftanding this, his 
heirs were forced to pay a large fum of florins 
to what was called the king's council ; but the 
wJiole management was well known to reft with 
the uncles of the king and the coittmiflloners 
they had nominated. For, although the duke of 
Glocefter was the youngeft of the king's uncles, 
he was the mofl; active in bnflnefs that concerned 
the country; and the better part of the prelates, 
nobles and commons looked up to him: 

When the compofition-money of the late fir 
Thomas Trivet, who was killed as you have heard, 
was paid, the blame caft on fir William Elmham 
was much lightened. His former deeds in the 
Bordelois, Guienne and Picardy, where he had 
difplayed much valour in fupport of England, 
pleaded for him, having behaved like a gallant 
kfiight, fb that nothing could belaid to his charge 
but having taken money for Bourbourg and 
Gravelines. But he excufed himfetf by faying, — 
* My lords, when any one is placed as we were, 
in refpect to thefe two towns, it appears to me 
(from what I have heard fir John Chandos and 
fir Walter Manny, who had abundance of good 
fenfe and valour, fay), that when two or three 
means offer, the one moft profitable to ourfelveS, 
and that which can hurt our eneniies the moft, 
ought ever to be adopted. Sii* Thomas Trirct 
and myfelf, finding ourfelves furrounded, fo that 
fiiccour could no way come taus^* and that we 

(hould 



ihould not be able long to withftand their afTaults 
(for they were fuch knights and fquires as few in 
England ever faw, and in fuch numbers, from the 
account of our herald, as to amount to fixteen 
thoufand men at arms and forty thoufand others, 
while we were fcarcely three hundred lances, and 
as many archers ; our town was alfo fo extenfive 
we could not attend to all parts of it, which we 
foon felt to our coft, for, while we were defend- 
ing one fide, it was fet on fire on another) — we 
became very much confufed, which the enemy 
perceived. And in truth, the king of France 
and his council acted handfomely by granting 
us a truce, for if they had on the morrow renew- 
ed their attack, in the fituation we werein, they 
mull have had us at their mercy. 

' They honourably treated with us, through 
the duke of Brittany, who took much trouble on 
the occafion. We ought to have paid for this, 
but they gave us money; and, inftead of being 
worfted by our enemies, wedefpoiled them. We 
certainly overreached them, when they paid us,, 
and fuffered us to depart fafe and well, carrying 
away whatever we had gained by this expedition 
in Flanders. Befides,' added fir William, * to 
purge myfelf from all blame, fliould there be in 
England, or out of England, any knight or fquire, 
except the perfons of my lords the dukes of York 
and of Glocefter, who fliall dare to fay that I 
, have acted diUoyally towards my natural lord the 
-king, or have been any way guilty of treafon, I 
am ready to throw down my glove, and with my 
body try the event by deeds of arms, fuch as 



the judges may aflig 
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This fpeech and the known valour of the knight 
exculpated hira, and freed him from all fear of 
death, which he was in danger of at the beginning. 
He returned to his eftate, and was afterwards a 
renowned knight, much advanced, and of the 
king's council. 

Sir Sinion Burley was ftill confined in- the 
Tower, for he was mortally hated by the king's 
uncles and the commons of England. The king 
did every thing in his power to deliver him from 
prifon, during the time he refided atSheene: but 
the commiflioners, being determined to oppreft 
him, diflembled, and faid they could not as yet fet 
him at liberty, for his accounts were not clofed^ 

The king, accompanied by the duke of Ireland, ^ 
iourneyed towards Wales, by way of Briftol ; and 
wherefoever he went he was followed by the queen, 
and all the ladies and damfels of her court. 



CHAP. LI. 

THE KING OP ENGLAND HAVING LEFT LONDON, 
SIR SIMON BURLEY IS BEHEADED^ TO THE 
GREAT DISPLEASURE OF THE JKING AND 
QUEEN.a— A CHANQE OF THE MINISTRY, 

ALTHOUGH the king of England had left 
London, his uncles. there remained with 
their advifers. You have often heard, that when 
any diforder is in the head, all the other mem- 
, *bers of the body are affected by it, and that this 
^cknefs muft be pureed away by fome ineans or 
' * ' . -pthen 
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other. I fay this, becaufe tlie duke of Ireland 
was in fuch favour with the king, that he ma- 
naged him as lie pleafed, and governed him at 
will. Sir Simon Buriey was alfo one of the prin- 
cipal advifers; and between them both they 
ruled, for a long time, king and kingdom. 

They were fufpected of having amafled very 
large funis of money, and it was rumoured they 
had fent great part of it for fafety to Germany. 
It liad alfo come to the knowledge of the king, 
his uncles, and the rulers of the principal towns 
in England, that great cafes and trunks had been 
fecretJy embarked from Dover-caftle in the night- 
time, which were faid to contain this money fent 
fraudulently abroad by them to foreign countries, 
in confeqnence of which the kingdom was greatly 
impoverifhed of cafli. Many grieved much at 
this, faying, that gold and fdver were become fo 
fcarce as to occalion trade to languilh. Such 
fpeeches increafed the hatred to fir Simon Bur- 
ley, and the commiflioners declared they thought 
he deferved death. In ihort, they, on finilliing 
his accounts, condemned him to fufFer this pu- 
hifliment, inftigated tiiereto by a defire to pleale 
the country, and by the archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, who related to the lords that fir Simon 
wanted to remove the (lirine of St.Thomas from 
Canterbury to Dover-caftle, as he faid, for 
greater fecurity, at the time the French invafion 
was expected; but it was commonly believed 
that he meant to feize it, and carry it out of 
England, Many, now he was in prifon, came 
forward againft him ; and the knight was fo over- 
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J)oWerecl, that nothing he could fay in his defence 
availed him; fo that he was carried forth out of 
the Tow< T, and beheaded, as a traitor, in the 
fquare before it. God have mercy on his mif- 
deeds! Notwithftanding I thus relate his dif- 
graceful death, which I am forced.to by my de- 
termination to infert nothing but truth in this 
hiftory, I was exceedingly vexed thereat, and 
perfonally much grieved; for in my youth I had 
found him a gentle knight, and, according to 
my underflanding, of great good fenfe. Such 
Was the unfortunate end of fir Simon Burley. 

His nephew and heir, fir Richard Burley, was 
with the duke of Lancafter in Galicia, when this 
misfortune befel his uncle, and one of the moft 
renowned in his army, after the conftable; for 
he had once the chief command of the whole 
army, and inftructed fir Thomas Moreaux in his 
office of marflial : he was likewife of the duke's 
council, and hi» principal advifer. You may 
fuppofe that, when he heard of the difgraceful 
death his tmcle had fuffered, he was mightily en- 
raged; but J alas ! this gallant knight died in hiis 
bed, in Cafl;ille, of ficknefs, with very many 
more, as I fliall fully relate when arrived at that 
part of my hiftory. 

When king Richard, who wm amufing bim- 
felf in Wales, heard of the death of fir Simon 
Burley, he was Very wroth; for he had fceen one 
of his tutlors and had educated him; and he 
fwLore it fhouid not , 'remain unrevenged, for he 
had been cruelly put to death^ and 'without the 
/inalleft plefa of juftici^, • • ^ - : • w j f; .. , 

Th§ 
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Ttie queen alfo bewailed his lofs; foe he had 
been the principal promoter of her marriage, and 
had conducted her from Gennany to England. 
The king's council began now to be ferionfly 
alarmed, fuch as the duke of Ireland, fir Nicholas 
Bram ber.fir Robert Trefilian, fir JohnBeauchamp, 
fir John Salifbury and fir Michael de la Pole. 

The archbifliop of York, whofe name was 
"William Neville, brother to the lord Neville of 
Northumberland, was difmifled from his office of 
lord treafurer, which he had held a confiderable 
time, and forbidden, by the diike of Glocefter, 
if he valued his life, ever-again to intermeddle 
with the affairs of England ; but he might retire 
to his bifhoprick of York, or to any other part 
of his diocefe, for that, of late, he had been by 
iiir too bufy. He was told that, from confidera- 
tion of his dignity and birth, many things had 
been overlooked that were highly difgraceful to 
him; and that the greater part of the deputies 
from the cities and towns were for having him 
degraded from the priefthood, and punifhed in 
like manner to fir Simon Hurley, He foon left 
London, and went to refideonhisarchbifhoprick 
in the north, which was worth to him about forty 
thoufand francs a year. His whole family were 
much enraged, 'and thought his difgrace had 
been caufed by Henry of Northumberland, 
though he was his relation and neighbour. 

The archbiihop of Canterbury, who was valiant 
and learned, and much in the favour of the king's 
uncles, fucceeded to the treafurerfliip : he was of 
the family of the Montagues, and the earl of Sa- 
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lifbury was his uncle*. The commjflioners ap- 
pointed the earl of Salifbury, the earl of Arundel, 
the earl of Northumberland, the earl of Devon- 
fliire, the earl of Nottingham. and the bifliop of 
Norwich, who was called fir Henry de Spencer, 
the king's council; but the bifliop of Wincheiler 
retained '^his office of chancellor, and continued 
near the perfon of the king's uncles. The moft 

' renowned of the council, after the duke of Glo- 
cefter, was fir Thomas Montague, archbifliop of 
Canterbury ; and well was he deferving of it, 
for the great pains he took to reform the abufes 
of government, and withdraw the king from the 
management of his minions. He fppke very fre- 
quently on this fubject to the duke of York, who 
replied, — * Archbifliop, matters will, by degrees, 
turn out differently from what my nephew and 
the duke of Ireland imagine. But we mufi; wait 
for a favourable opportunity, and not be too 

, preffing; for what is done in bafte is never well 
done. I agree with you, that if we had not, in 
time, taken up this bufinefs» the king would have 
been fo governed,^ that the kingdom muft have 
been ruined. The king of France and his council 
were well acquainted with our fiate; and for 
this did they make fuch immenfe preparations, 
to take the advantage to invade us.' 



* This muft be a miftake. In 1381 William Courtney was 
archbifliop of Canterbury, and in 1391 Thomas Fitzallan^ foR 
of the earl of Arundel. . . 
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WHILE THE COUNCIL, ON THE STATE OF THR 
NATION, IS SITTING AT LONDON, KING 
RICHAfiD, BY THE ADVICE OF THE DUKE OF 
IRELAND, DETERMINES TO WAGE WAR AGAINST 
HIS UNCLES AND THE PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

TN like manner as the king's uncles and the 
new council of ftate were deviling at Weft- 
minfter on the means of reforming abufes in the 
government, and of having the king and realm 
under their power, the duke of Ireland and his 
council were plotting day and night how they 
could keep their places, and deiiroy the uncles 
of the king, by means which 1 will now explain. 
"When king Richard, accompanied by his 
queen*, arrived at Briilol, which is a handfome 
and ftrong town, lie fixed his refidence in the 
caftle. Thofe in Wales, and at a diftance, 
thought he had done fo to favour the duke of 
Ireland, who had caufed it to be reported that 
he intended going from thence to Ireland, and 
to affift him with money to increafe his followers, 
for that had been agreed on by the parliament. 
It had been ordered that the duke, on felting out 
for Ireland, where he wgs to remain three years, 
ftiould have the command of five hundred men at 
arms and fifteen hundred archers, paid by Eng- 
land, and that money for this purpofe fliould be 

* So (ays Jean Petit, " et la rayne aveqiit's lui." 

'kmaini juuctaal^ 
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punctually remitted to him*. But the duke had 
no inclination to go thither; for, as the king was 
fo young, he managed him as he pleafed, and, 
fliould he leave him, he was afraid the king's af- 
fection would be cooled. Add to this, he was 
fo greatly enamoured with one of the queen's 
damfels, called the Landgravine, that he could 
never quit her. She was a telerably handfome 
pleafant lady, whom the queen had brought 
with her from Bohemia. 

The duke of Ireland loved her with fuch ar- 
dour, that he was defirous of making her,^if pof- 
fible, his duchefs by marriage. He took great 
pains to obtain a divorce from hi^ prefent duchefs, 
the daughter of the earl of Bedford, from Urban 
VI., whom the Englifh and Germans acknow- 
ledged as pope. All the good people of England 
were much afloniOied and (hocked at this; for 
the duchefs was grand-daughter of the gallant 
king Edward and the excellent queen Philippa, 
being the daughter of the princefs liabella. Her 
uncles, the dukes of York atid Glocefter, were 
very wroth at this infult; but, notwithftanding 
their hatred which he held cheap, the duke of 



* There is a variatioD in the copies of the original^ as Jean 
Petit runs thus : — *' When he departed from the king and his 
uncles^ it was agreed with him that in cafe he - (hould go on 
- this voyage, he ihould have, at the charge of England^ five 
hundred men at 9nns and fifteen hundred archers. And it 
was ordered that he ihould abide there three years> and that 
he (hould always be well paid/' Tliis reading appears to be 
fimpler than that of the text. See Jean Petit*s edition, voL 
III. p. 46. 
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Ireland was fo fmitten and blinded by his ]ove, 
he was ufing every means to obtain a divorce, 
and had promifed the lady he would make her 
his wife, if he had the king and queen's confent, 
and a difpenfation from Rome, which the pope 
would not dare Cefiife him; for his prefent lady 
■was a Clementift, and the lord de Coney, her fa- 
ther, had made war inltaiy for Clement, againft' 
Urban, which inclined the latter not to be over- 
fond of hira, and induced him to liften too 
readily to the propofals for a divorce. Thus 
was he urging on matters, according to his pro- 
mife to the landgravine of Bohemia, and would 
not have any connection with iiis wife by legal 
marriage. 

But this duke of Ireland had a motlier living, 
the countefs dowager of Oxford, who, fo far 
from approving her fon's Qonduct, greatly blam- . 
ed him for his follies, faying that he would by 
them anger Heaven, who wovdd one day punifh 
him feverely, when it would be too late to re- 
pent. She had the duchefs home with her, and 
gave her as handfome an eftablifhment as fhe 
could, fo that all who loved the young lady 
were pleafed with this conduct. 

In fuch a fituation was the kingdom of Eng- 
land; but, to bring its hiftory to a conclufion, I 
will continue the fubject from the information I 
then received. You have Iieard that the duke 
of Ireland kept clofe to the king during his re- 
fidence at Briftol and in Wales, folely occupied 
night and day with the means of fucceeding in 
bis plans. He wasaffiduous in his attentions to 



i 

J 



AS4 

the king and ^ueen, and to all knights and 
fquires who waited on them at Brifiol and at 
the hunts in that neighbourhood, to draw them 
over to his faction; for the king f offered lum to 
act as he pleafed. 

The doke, daring this period, took infinite 
pains in vifiting all the gentlemen near to Briftol^ 
and went frequently into Wales, where he com- 
plained to all who would liften to him, gentle- 
men or others, that the king's uncles, from their 
ambition to obtain the government, had driven 
from the council the moil noble and wifeft mem- 
bers, fuch as the archbifhop of York, the bilhop 
of Durham, the bifhop of London, iir Michael 
de la Pole, fir Nicholas Bramber, fir John Salif- 
bury, fir Robert Trefilian, fir John Beauchamp 
and himfelf ; that they had put to death, with^ 
out any jufl;ice whatever, that valiant knight fir 
Simon Burley ; and, if they continued to govern 
as they had begun, they would foon defl;roy all 
England. 

He repeated this fo often, and with fuch fuc- 
cefs, that the greater part of the knights and 
fquires of Wales and of the adjoining countries 
believed him. They came to Briftol, and de- 
manded from the king, if what the duke had 
told them had his approbation. The king re- 
plied, it had, and begged of them, from their 
affection to him, to put every confidence in the 
duke, for that he would avow whatever he (hould 
do; adding, that in truth his uncles were too 
ambitious, and that he had his fears they in- 
tended to deprive him of bis crown. 

Thofe 
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Thofe from Wales, who had always loved the 
prince of Wales, father to the king, having heard 
of the tranfactions in London, were firmly per- 
fuaded that the king and the duke of Ireland had 
been wronged, and demanded from the king how 
he wilhed them to act. The king anfwered, 'he 
would gladly fee the I-£indoners, who had been 
the chief movers in this buiinefs, puniflied and 
brought to their fenfes, as well as his uncles.' 

The Welflimen faid, they were bounden to 
obey his commands, for he was their king and 
fovereign lord, to whom, and to none elfe, they 
owed faith and homage. They were therefore 
willing logo whitherfoever he would order them. 
The king and the duke of Ireland were wellfatis- 
fied with this anfwer; and the latter, feeing the 
king take up the matter as perfonal to himfelf, 
and eager to attack his adverfaries, was extra- 
vagant in his joy, and faid to the council, 'they 
could not act better than return to London to, 
fliew their force, and, by fair or other means, 
bring the citizens back to their obedience; and 
he alfo faid, and always reprefented to the king, 
that whenever there were fo many rulers in &. 
kingdom it muftbe its ruin.' 

The king faid, ' that his opinion was the fame, 
and that, iflnthcrto he had fuffered things to be 
fo carried, he would not any longer, but bring 
forward fuch a remedy that other countries' 
fhould take example from it.' 

Now, confider in your own mind if I had not 

good fiuife to fay that England was, at this pe 

riod, 
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riod, in the greateft peril of being rained pafl; re- 
covery. It certainly was, from the caufes you 
have heard; for the king was exafperated againft 
his uncles and the principal nobility of the king- 
dom, and they were fo likewife againft him and 
many nobles of his party. The cities and towns 
were quarreUing with each other, and the. pre- 
lates in mutual hatred, fo that no remedy for all 
thele evils could be looked for but from God 
atone. 

Tlie duke of Ireland, when he perceived he 
had gained the king, and the greater number of 
thofe in Briilol, Wales and the adjoining partSj, 
proceeded to fay to the king, — * My lord, if you 
will appointme your lieutenant, I will lead twelve 
or fifteen tiioufand men to London, or to Oxford, 
which is yours and my city, and fhew my llrength 
. to thefe Londoners and your uncles, who have 
treated you with fuch indignity, and have put 
fome of your council to death, and, by fair words 
or other wife, reduce them to obedience.' The 
king replied, he was fatisfied, adding, * I now no- 
minate you lieutenant-general of my kingdom, to 
adTemble men wherever you can raife them, and 
to lead them whitherfoever you fhall think it 
will be moft for the advantage of our realm, 
that all may fee the whole of it to be our in- 
heritance and right. I order you to bear our 
banner, guidon, ftandard, and other our pro- 
per habiliments of war, which we ourfelves 
Ihould have done, had we taken the field. I 
(hottld imagine, that all conditions of men, on 
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perceiving my banners, would flock to enrol 
themfelves under them, and would be fearful of 
incurrrng, by a contrary conduct, my difplea- 
fure.' This fpeech greatly rejoiced the duke of 
Ireland. 
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CHAP. LIII. 

THE KING OF ENGLAND ISSUES HIS ORDERS FOR / 
ALL CAPABLE OF BEARING ARMS IN THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD OF BRISTOL TO MARCH TO 

* 

LONDON. — SIR ROBERT TRESltlAN, SENT 
THITHER AS A SPY, IS DISCOVERED, AND BE- 
HEADED BY COMMAND OF THE KING'S UN- 
CLES. 

nr^HE king of England iffued his fummonsto 
-^ many great barons, knights and fquires in 
Wales, in the country round Brilftol, and on the 
Severn-fide. Some excufed themfelves by fend- 
ing fatisfactory reafons ; but others came and 
placed themfelves under the obedience of the 
king, notwithftanding their conviction that it 
was impoffible to augur any thing good from 
the enterprife. 

While this army was collecting, the king a,nd 
the duke, in a fecret conference, determined to 
fend one of their confidential friends to London, 
to bbferve what was going forward, and, if the 
king's uncles fl;ill remained there, to difcover 
what they were doing. After fome confidera- 
tion, thev could not think on a proper perfon 
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to fend on this errand ; when a knight, who was 
coufin to the duke, and of the king's as well 
as of his cooncil, called fir Robert Trefilian, 
ftepped forth, and faid to the duke, — ^ I fee the 
difficulty you have to find a tnifly perfon to 
fend to London : I will, from my love to you, 
rifk the adventure. The king and the duke, 
well pleafed with the offer, thanked him for it. 
Trefilian left Brifiol difguifed like a poor tradef- 
man, mounted on a wretched hackney : he con* 
tinned his road to London, and lodged at an 
inn where he was unkpown ; for no one could 
have ever imagined that one of the king's conn- 
fellors and chamberlains would have appeared 
in fo miferable a drefs. 

When in London, he picked up all the news 
that was public, for he could not do more, ref- 
pecting the king's uncles and the citizens. 
Having heard there was to be a meeting of the 
duke's and their council, at Weftminfter, he de- 
termined to go thither to learn fecretly all be 
could of their proceedings. This he executed, 
and fixed his quarters at an ale-houfe right op- 
pofite the palace-gate : he chofe a chamber 
whofe window looked into the palace-yard, 
where he polled himfelf to obferve all who 
ihould come to this parliament. The greater 
part he knew, but was not, from his diiguife, 
known to them. He, however, remained there, 
at different times, fo long that a fquire of the 
duke of Glocefter faw and knew, him, for he 
had been many times in his company. Sir 
Robert inftantly recollected him, and withdrew 

firom 
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from the window; but the fquire, having his 
fufpicions, faid, ' Surely that milft be Trefilian ;' 
and to be certain of it, he entered the ale-houfe, 
and faid to the landlady, ' Dame, tell me, on 
your troth, who is he drinking above; is he alone 
or in company?' ' On my troth, fir,' Ihe re- 
plied, ' I cannot tell you his name ; but he hai 
been here forae time.' * 

At thefe words, the fquire went up ftairs, to 
know the truth, and, having fainted fir Robert, 
found he was right, though he diflembled by 
faying, — 'God preferve jou, matter! I hope 
you will not take my coming amifs, for I 
thought you had. been one of ray farmers from 
Eflex, as you are lo very likehim.' ' By no 
meatjs,' faid fir Robert : ' I am from Kent, and 
hold lands of fir John Holland, and wifli to lay 
,ray complaints before the council againfl the 
tenants of the archliiHiop of Canterbury, who 
encroach much on my farm.' ' If you will 
come into the hall,' faid the fquire, ' I will 
have way made for you to lay your grievances 
before the lords.' ' Many thanks,' replied fir 
Robert: 'not at this moment, but I ihall not 
renounce your affiftauee.' At thefe words, the 
fquire ordered a quart of ale, which having paid 
for, he faid, ' God be with you !' and left the 
ale-houfe. He loft no time in haftening to the 
council-chamber, and called to the ufher to open 
the door. The usher, knowing him, afked his 
bufinefs: he faid, * he muft inftaiitly fpeak with 
the duke of Glocefter, on matters that nearly 
concerned him and the council.' The usher, 
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on this, bade him enter,' which he did, and . 
made up to the duke of Glocefter, faying, /My 
lord, I bring you great news.* * Of what?' re- 
plied the duke. * My lord, I will tell it aloud ; 
for it concerns not only you but all the lords 
prefent. I have feen fir Robert Trefilian, dif- 
guifed like a peafant, in an ale-houfe clpfe by 
the palace gate/ * Trefilian!' faid the duke. 

* On my faith,' my lord, * it is true ; and you 
shall have him to dine with you, if you pleafe.' 

* I should like it much,' replied the duke; * for 
he will tell us fome news of his mafl;er, the duke 
of Ireland. Go, and fecure him ; but with 
power enough not to be in danger of failing.' 

The fquire, on thefe orders, left the council- 
chamber, and, having chofen four bailiffs, faid 
to them, — * Follow me at a diftaiice ; and, as 
foon as you shall perceive me make you a fign 
to arrefl; a man I am in fearch of, lay hands on 
him, and take care he do not, on any account, 
efcape from you.' The fquire made for the ale- 
houfe where he had left fir Robert, and, mount- 
ing, the ftair-cafe to the room where he was, 
faid on entering, — * Trefilian, you arc not come 
to this country for any good, as I imagine : my' 
lord of Glocefter fends for you, and you muft 
come and fpeak with him.' 

The knight turned a deaf ear, and would have 
been excufed, if he could, by faying, * I ani 
not Trefilian, but a tenant of fir John Holland.' 
* That i^ not true,' replied the fquire; your 
body is Trefilian's, though not your drefs.' And, 
m^ing the fignal to the bailifib, who were at 
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the door, tliey entered the houfe and arrefted 
! hjm, and, whether he would or not, carriedhim 
to the palace. You may believe there was a 
great crowd to fee him; for he was well known 
in London, and in many parts of England. 

The duke of Glocefter was much pleafed, and 

wouWee him. When in hisprefence, the duke 

faid ; * Trefilian, what has brought you hither ? 

How fares my fovereign ? Where does he now re- 

-fide ? Trefilian finding he was difcovered, and 

-that no excufes would avail, replied, — 'On my 

I faith, my lord, the king has fent me hither to 

I learn the ne^s: he is at BriHol, and on the 

; banks of the Severn, where he hunts and amufes 

hirofelf. 'How!' faid the duke, 'you do not 

come dreffed like an honeft n>an, but like a fpy. 

f If you had been defirous to learn what was paf- 

i' fing, your appearance Ihould have been like 

[ that of a knight or a difcreet perfon.' ' My 

i lord,' anfweredTrefilian, ' if I have done wrong, 

I hope you will excufe me ; for I have only done 

what I was ordered.' 

I, ' And where is your mafter, the duke of Ire- 

i iand?'— ' My lord,' faid Trefilian, ' he is with 

\ tlic king, our lord.' The duke then added, — 

I ' We have been informed that he is collecting a 
|| large body of men, and that the king has ilfued 
} his funimons to that effect: whither does he 

II mean to lead them ?' ' My lord, they are in- 
tended for Ireland.' — 'For Ireland!' faid the 
duke. ' Yes, indeed, as God may help me,' 
anfwered Trefilian. 

The duke mnfed a while, and then fpokej 
-'Trefilian, TrefiHan, your actions a,te ueSvV*,? 
Saga 
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fair nor honeli; and you have committed a 
great piece, of folly in coming to thefe parts, 
where you are far from being loved, as will be 
fliortly (hewn to you. You, and others of your 
faction, have done what has greatly difpleafed 
my brother and myfelf, and have ill-counfelle4 
the king, whom you have made to quars^ with 
his chief nobility. In addition^ you have ex- 
cited the principal towns againft us. The day 
of retribution is therefore come, when you fliall 
receive payment; for whoever acts juftly re- 
ceives his reward: look to your aflfairs, for I will 
neither eat nor drink until you be no more.* 

This fpeech greatly terrified fir Robert, (for 
no one likes to bear of his end) by the manner 
in which it was uttered. He was defirous to 
obtain pardon, by various excufes, and the moft 
abject humiliation, but in vain; for the duke 
had received information o£ what was going on 
at firiilol, and his excufes were fruitlefs. Why 
fhould I make a long &ory ? Sir Robert was de- 
livered to the hangman, who led him out of the 
palace to the place of execution, where he was 
beheaded^ and then hung by the arms to a gib- 
bet. Thus end^ fir Robert T^isfilian^ 
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CHAP. LIV. 

WHEN THE NEWS OF THE DEATH OF SIR ROBERT 
TRESILIAN IS BROUGHT TO THE ARCHBISHOP 
OF YORK AND SIR NICHOLAS BRAMBER, THEY 
CONFIRM THE KING IN HIS INTENTION OF 
MAKING WAR ON HIS UNCLES.— THE DUKE OF 
IRELAND, AS LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, LEADS 
THE ARMY TO OXFORD. 
TNTELLIGENCE was hafiily carried to k!ng 
-*■ Richard at Briftol, that fir Robert Trefilian 
had been put to a ftmmefiil death. He took it 
forely to heart, and fwore things (hould not re- 
main in the ftate they were ; for that his uncles 
were conducting themfelves ill, and putting to 
death, without the leaft plea of juftice, his 
knights and fervants, who had loyally ferved 
him and the prince his father, plainly lliewing 
their intentions were to deprive him of hi-i 
crown, and that fuch conduct touched him too 
nearly not to refent it. 

The archbifhop of York' had been the chief 
of his council for a coiifiderable time, and, 
being then with the king, faid, — ' My lord, you 
alk counfel, and I will give it you. Your un- 
cles behave fhamefully, and want to make the 
world believe you have only traitors near your 
perfon, and that you take counfel from none 
but them. Great danger now hangs over the 
country; for if the commons rife, and the no- 
biUtY 
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bility be united, much mifchief will enfue. I 
therefore advife, that you fettle all thefe things 
by force: you are now in a very populous 
country : iffue yoqr fummona for all capable of 
bearing arms, gentlemen and others, to join 
you here ; and, when they be affembled, march 
them under the orders of the duke of Ireland, 
who will gladly take the command, towards 
Ix)ndon ; and let there be no other banners but 
thofe with^your own arms, to (hew more dif- 
tinctly the bulinefs is your own. The whole 
country, on their line of march, will join them, 
and perhaps the Londoners alfo, who have no 
perfonal hatred to you, who hav^ never dprie 
them any injury. All the mifchief that qould 
have been done you has already been effected 
by yj^ur uncles. Here is fir Nicholas Branjiber, 
who has been frequently iijaypr of London, and 
wl)om you created ^ knight fpr the gallant fer-. 
vice he performed in former times*; confult 
him, for he pught tp be well acquainted with 
the Lpnjdoners, being ^ fellpw-citizen, and muft^ 
likewife, haveforne fteady friends among them, 
You run a rifk of lofing yoi^r Kingdom froiQ 
thofe tumultuous and difloy^l proceedings/ 

The king^ on this, tijrnjed tp fir Nicholas 
Bramber, and .defired hiir^ to fpeak, * My lord,' 
faid fir Nicholas, / fince you cpmmaiid me, I 
wiJl fpe£^ my fentiments before thefe lords, ac*- 
cording to the beft of my judgment, In the firft 



f Alluiiing to his conduct at the time Wat Tyler infuUe4 
ili^ king in Spithdeld. 
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place, I do not believe, nor ever fliall, that the 
majority of the Londoners are wanting in af- 
fection to our lord who is prefent. They greatly 
loved my lord, the prince his father, of happy 
memory ; and they gave proofs of their loyalty, 
when the rabble of peafants rofe in rebellion; 
for, to fay the truth, had they been inclined to 
have joined them, there would have been an 
end of the king and monarchy. The uncles, of 
the king have it now all before them, and laugh 
at the citizens, whom they make believe what- 
ever they pleafe ; for there is no one to contra- 
dict them, or to ihew what falfehoods they 
daily publifli. They have put afide all the 
king's officers, rayfelf in the number, and re- 
placed them with others of their way of think- 
ing. They have fent the king to a corner of 
his kingdom; and one cannot fuppofe any good 
will follow, for we are perfectly ignorant what 
their ultimate intentions may be. If matters 
continue in this ftate much longer, the king 
will be driven out of his kingdom ; for they act 
by force, and the king by kindnefs, Havethey 
not already put to death that gallant knight fir 
Simon Burley, who had performed fuch meri- 
torious fervices beyond fea? and havethey not, 
publicly, imputed to him the greateft falfe- 
hoods, which they knew to be untrue, fuch as, 
that he intended to deliver to the French the 
town and caftle of Dover, and that for that pur- 
pofe, he had caufed them to afTemble at Sluys 
and other parts of Flanders ? Have they not, 
slfo, in defpite to the king, difgracefully fl 
Jiis knight, fir Robert Trefilian ? and they i 
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treat the reft in the fame manner the very in- 
ftant they can lay hands on them : 1 therefore 
advife, that the king ufe rigorons meafures. It 
is well known throughout Elngland that he is 
king; that he was educated by our late valiant 
and good king Edward^ at Weftminfter, who 
made all his fubjects^ great and fmall, fwear 
obedience to him & their king, after his deceafe, 
which oath the king's uncles alfo took. It ap- 
pears to many, if they dare fpeak out, that he 
is not now confidered as king, nor does he keep 
the date or manner of a king ; for he is not fuf- 
fered to act as he pleafes : they have only al- 
lowed him and his queen a peniion, and plainly 
fhew them, that they have not fenfe to govern the 
realm, and that their whole council is made up 
of traitors and evil-defigning men. I fay, there- 
«fore, that fuch conduct is not longer to be 
borne; and I would rather die than remain in 
fuch a ftate of danger, and fee the king thus 
treated, and ruled as he is by his uncles. V 

The king interrupted him by faying, — * What 
is now doing does not pleafe us; and I tell you^ 
that the advice you have given feems to me both 
honourable and good for us and for our realm.' 

The conference now broke up ; but not be- 
fore the duke of Ireland was ordered, as king's 
lieutenant, to march, with all the force he 
could collect, towards London, to try the cou- 
rage of the citizens, and fee if, by negotiation 
^uid the greateft promifes on the part of the 
king, he could not turn them to his faction. 
Jt was not long before the duke, with fifteen 
^houfani men, left Briftol on his march to^ Ox- 



ford, where they quartered themfelves, and iti 
the country round about. They bore banners 
and pennons with only the arms of England, for 
the king would have it known it was his per- 
fonal quarrel. 

News was carried to the dukes of York and 
Glocefter, that the duke of Ireland was on his 
march to London with fifteen tlioufand men; 
that they were already at Oxford, and that he 
bore the king's own banners. It was time for 
them to confider how to act: they fummoned 
all the principal leaders in London for wealth 
or power to a conference at Weftminfter, where- 
in they told them how the duke of Ireland was 
inarching againft them with alarge force. The 
citizens, like perfons prepared to obey the will 
of the king's uncles, for they were in truth all 
fo inclined, replied, — ' Be it fo, in God's name: 
if the duke of Ireland demand battle from us, 
he (hall have it. We M'ill not (hut a gate for 
his fifteen tlioufand men: no, nor for twenty 
thoufand, if he had them.' 

The dukes were much contented with this 
anfwer, and inftantly employed numbers of per- 
fons to aflembie knights and fquires from all 
parts, and archers from the principal to«'ns. 
Thofe whom tlie dukes had fummoned obeyed, 
as was juft, for they had fworn fo to do. Men 
came from the counties of Norwich, Kent, 
Southampton, from Arundel, Sali(bury and the 
country round London. Many knights and 
fquires came thither alfo, without knowing 
whither they were to be fent or conducted, 
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CHAP. LV. 

THE DUKE OF IRELAND SENDS THREE KNIGHTS 
TO LONDON TO LEARN INTELLIGENCE. — THE 
DUKES OF YORK AND GLOCESTER TAKE THE 
FIELD AGAINST THE DUKE OF IRELAND AND 
HIS ARMY. 

I WILL now fay fomething of the duke of 
Ireland, who had fixed his quarters at Ox- 
ford. He had indeed fifteen thoufand men, but 
the greater part had joined him more through 
•conftraint than good-will. The duke, to found 
the Londoners, refolved to fend thither fir Ni- 
cholas Bramber, fir Peter Gouloufre and fir 
Michael de la Pole: they were to enter the 
town by the Thames, and to hoifl; the king's 
flag, and obferve how the citizens, on feeing it, 
>vould act. 

Thefe three knights, in compliance with the 
4uke's orders, left Oxford with only thirty horfe, 
a^d rode fecretly to Windfor, where they lay 
Ihat night. On the morrow, they crofled the 
Thames at the bridge of Staines, and dined in 
the king's palace at Shene, where they remain* 
jed until late in the evening, when they de- 
parted and rode for another of the king's pa.- 
Jaces at Kennington, nearer London, three 
leagues dijUant, where they left their horfes, 
Qnd, having entered boats, took advantage of 
the tide, and pafled through London-bridge un^ 
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obfened, lor the watch had not any fiifpicions 
of their arrival. 

They entered the Tower of London, and 
found the governoi; whom the king had ap- . 
pointed. From him they learnt many things 
relative to the king's uncles, and what was paf- 
fmg in London. He told them, they had run 
great riflts in coming to him, ' How fo ?' faid 
they. * We are knights attached to the king's . 1 
perfon, and may fiirely lodge onrfelves in any 
of his caftles.' ' You will not find things fo,' 
anfwered the governor; 'for though this town 
and all within it are willing to fubmit therafelves 
to the obedience of the king, they will only do 
fo as long as he will allow him felf to be governed 
by his uncles, and no longer. What I tell you 
is for your welfarci and I am bound to advife 
you, as far as my abilities and underftanding 
will enable me; Ibr I fufpect that when d 
ftiall return to-morrow, if it pleafe God, and 
news get abroad that there are arrived in the | 
Tower perfons on the part of the king, youj 
will fee this caftle befieged by the citizens on I 
all fides, who will not depart until they have I 
gained admittance and have feen who are here ] 
lodged. Should they find you, they will carry * 
you to the king's uncles, and you may gueft 
what will be the refult. I am fatisfied they are 
fomuch enraged againft the duke of Ireland, 
and the other advifers of the king, that if onde 
they lay hold of you, you will never efcape 
with life. Confider well what I have faid, for 
it is all true.' 

Th* 
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The three knights, who thought they fhould 
do wonders, were indefpair at what they heard: 
they held a council^ and determined to remain 
where they were until the morrow, but in fo fe- 
cret a manner thjstt none jfhould know of their 
arrival. The governor loyally promifed to affift 
them to the utmofl of his power, and, in their 
prefence, took poffeffion of all the keys that 
gave admittance. When day came, the three 
knights held another council, on their future 
proceedings ; and, having well confidered their 
fituation, they were afraid of waiting until it 
fhould be known they were in the Tower, for 
they werje convinced they would be fhut up in 
it 'y fo that when it was dark, and the "tide flow- 
ing, they embarked in a large boat, and left 
the Tower, without having dared to difplay the 
king's banners. They flept that night at Ken- 
nington, and ' on the morrow at day-break, 
mounted their horfes and rode by Chertfey to 
Windfor, where they dined and lay. 

The next day they arrived at Oxford, where 
was the duke, of Ireland and his army: they 
told all that had pafTed, which you have heard; 
and that, although they were received into the 
Tower of London, they dared not abide there. 
The duke was mightily caft down on hearing 
this, and knew riot what to fay, nor how to act ; 
for he was already fenfible that the force he had 
aiG^mbled were not $ill of the fame way of think- 
ing, nor well affected to his caufe : not know- 
ing whether to ftay where he was or return to 
the king, he called a council of his knights. 

The 
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The council detemiined, tliatlince th« king 
had appointed him Heu ten ant-general, to punifli 
all who were in rebellion, he muft keep the field;" 
for, ihould he act otherwife, he would be greatly 
blamed, incur the indignation of the king, and 
prove clearly that he did not think the caufe 
juft or good ; and that it would be better to rifk 
the event, and die with honour, than fliew any 
want of courage. He was advifed to inform 
the king of his fituation, and to be thankful he 
was able to keep his ground without any oppo- 
fition, for none had hitherto advanced to meet 
him. 

The duke fent meflengers from Oxford to the 
king, to fignify his fituation, and to entreat 
he would fend him more men, which he did. 

"When the dukes of York and Glocefter heard 
at London, that the dnke of Ireland was at 
O.xford with a powerful army, they called a 
council to confider how to act. Ail the chief 
lords of their party were prefent, fuch as the 
archbifliop ofCanterbury, the earls of Arundel, 
Salifbury, Northumberland, and many other 
great barons, with the whole magiftracy of 
London, It was there refolved, (for the duke 
of Glocefter would have it fo) inftantly to pre- 
pare and take the field, and that the mayor of 
London ftionld arm by conftablewicks, all fuch 
as he might think capable of aififting them ; 
for he declared he would march to meet the 
duke of Ireland, and fight with him wherever 
he ftiould find him. 

The mayor of London was himfelf a foldier, 
and 
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and he onl j felected his men from thofe between 
twenty and forty years of age ; and the lords 
above mentioned had at leaft one thoufand men 
at arms retainers on them. 

This army marched from London, and lodged 
at Brentford and the adjoining villages ; qn the 
next day at Colebropk, their force increafing all, 
the way. They followed the road to Reading, 
to gain a paffage over the Thames; for the 
bridges of Staines and Windfor had, by com- 
mand of the duke of Ireland, been broken 
down, by which they liad a better and more 
level country for their march. The duke of 
Ireland, hearing they were fail approaching 
Oxford, was much alarmed, and demanded 
counfel. He was advifed to draw up his army 
in battle-array, with the king's banners dif- 
played in front ; and if it pleafed God, the day 
would be his, for he had a good caufe. 

This plan was followed : the trumpets founded 
to arm, and march out of Oxford, which was 
done, and the army drawn up with the king's 
banners difplayed. The day was delightful, and 
the weather clear and pleafant. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

THE king's uncles GAIN A VICTORY OVER THE 
DUKE OF IRELAND, WHO SAVES HIMSELF BY 
FLIGHT WITH OTHERS OF HIS ARMY. 

NEWS was brought to the duke of Glocefter, 
who was encamped in a handfome mead 
along a river that falls into the Thames, three 
leagues from Oxford, that the duke of Ireland 
had taken the field, and had drawn up his force 
in order of battle. The duke was well pleafed 
with this intelligence, and faid he would offer 
him combat, but they niufl; crofs the Thames. 

The trumpets founded to diflodge, and the 
army was formed as if for immediate battle* 
They were within two leagues of the enemy, 
lying in ambufli, until they could crofs the river. 
The duke of Glocefter fent fcouts to have the 
fords examined, who brought word the river 
had not, for thirty years, been fo low as it then 
was. The fcouts after this eafily crofTed, and 
advanced to obferve the pofition and counte- 
nance of the enemy. 

On their return, they faid to the duke, — 
* My lord, God and the river are for you: it is 
fo low, it does not reach the bellies of our 
horfes. We have feen the arrtiy of the duke of 
Irelan(J, which is well and handfomely drawn 
up. We know not if the king be there in per- 
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fon, but his banners are j and we could not per- 
ceire any other banner than thofe of the king, 
emblazoned with the arms of England and 
France.* The duke replied, — ^ God aflift us ! 
my brother and felf have a right to thofe 
arms. Let us advance, in the name of God 
and St. GeorgO'; for I will have a nearer look 
at them.' His men began their march, and in 
higher fpirits on knowing the river was fo evLfy 
to be crofled. The horfe paffed firft, and then 
the main body. 

When the duke of Ireland was fold that the 
king's uncles had paffed the Thames with their 
army, and that fhortly there muft be a battle, 
he was much frightened; for he well knew, 
^ that if he were tgJcen by the duke of Glocefter, 
he would not accept of any fum for his ranfom, 
but put him inftantly to a difgraceful death. 
He called, therefore, fir Peter Gouloufre and 
fir Michael de la Pole, and fafd to them, — * My 
courage certainly faileth me this day; fori dare 
not abide the event of a battle with the kingV 
uncles, who, if they take me, will put me to a 
(hameful death. How the devil could they 
have croffed the Thames ? This is a bad omen^ 
for us/ * What do you intend to do?' afked 
the two knights. * I mean to favemyfelf: do 
you the fame,' added the duke, * and the whole 
army, if it can.' * Well;' replied the knightSy 
^ let us keep on one of the wings, and we (hall 
have two cords to our bow. We fhall fee how 
our men behave : if they do well, we will re- 
main, for the honour of the king who has fent 
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us hither; if they be defeated, we can make off, 
and have the advantage of going wliitherfoever 
we like.' 

This plan was adopted ; and the duke changed 
his horfe, for a very active one, as did alfo the 
knights. They rode round the army, fliewing 
a good countenance,, and telling the men to be- 
have well; that they Ihould hare the day, if it 
plcafud God and St. George, for they had the 
right; and the quarrel was the king's, which 
was to their advantage. 

■•Thus diffembling, they got out of the crowd, 
and, making for a corner of the army, formed 
part of a wing. They had fcarcely done fo, 
,when the dukes of York and Glocefter, and the. 
other lords, were feen advancing, with banners 
difplayed, and trumpets founding. The king's 
array no fooner perceived their aiTay than they 
were panic-ftruck, quitted their ranks, and 
turned their backs ; for it was the general re- 
port, that the duke of Ireland and his friends 
hatl fled. All was now in diforder, every one 
running away for the fafteft, without making 
the fmalleft defence. The duke and his knights 
were foon at a diftance, for they were not de- 
firous of returning to Oxford, 

The duke of Glocefter on feeing the condi- 
tion of the king's army, felt compaffion, and 
would not do the ill he might; for he knew the 
greater part had been aU'embled through fear, 
or by the excitement of the duke of Ireland. 
He therefore faid to his men, — ' Sire, the day is 
A a ^ ours; 
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ours ; but I forbid, under pain of death, that 
any of our enemies be (lain unlefs he make a 
defence. If you find knights or fquires, take 
them and bring them to me/ 

This order was obeyed : few were killed ex- 
cept in their flight, by riding over or againft 
each other. Sir John, called the Little Beau* 
champ, and fir John Salifl>ury, were made pri- 
foners in the purfuit, and brought to the duke 
of Glocefl;er, to his great pleafure. 

The lords marched to Oxford, where they 
found the gates open ; and thofe who 'could do 
fo lodged themfelves there, though much firaight- 
ened. When the duke of Glocefl;er inquired if 
the duke of Ireland were taken, he was told 
that he had efcaped. The duke remained two 
days at Oxford, when he gave liberty for the 
men at arms to return to their homes, after 
having thanked them for their fervices. He 
told the mayor of London and the leaders of 
the bands, that they might now return to Lon- 
don, which they cheerfully did, and thus this 
expedition ended,. 
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CHAP. LVII. 

THE DUKE OF IRELAND WITH SOME OF HIS COM- 
PANIONS ESCAPES INTO HOLLAND. --THE ARCH- 
BISHOP OF CANTERBURY IS SENT BY THE 
DUKES OF YORK AND GLOCESTER TO TREAT 
WITH THE KING. — HE CONDUCTS HIM WITH 
HONOUR TO LONDON. 

I" WILL now fay what became of the duke of 
J. Ireland, fir Peter Gouloufre and fir Michael 
de la Pole, on the day on which they had„ Jike 
their army, faved themfelves by flight. In 
truth, this was wifely done; for, had they been 
taken, they would have been put to death with- 
out mercy. I do not believe they fled to tlie 
king at Briilol; if they did, they made no long 
itay, but haliened out of England as quickly as 
they could. I heard that they rode througii 
Carlille to Edinburgh, where they embarked on 
board a vcffel bound for Holland and the Tcvel, 
and landed at Dordrecht. They were niiicli 
rejoiced at thus being in a place of fafety; and 
it was told me, that the duke of Ireland had, 
for a long time before, made large depofits of 
money at Bruges, by means of the Lombards, 
to be prepared for every event ; for thougli he 
knew his power over the king of England, he 
was much afraid of the nobles and the people. 
During his profperity he had made very ample 
provifion of money in Flanders and in other 
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places, where he thought he might need it. I 
heard, alfo, that the firft payment of fixty thoti- 
fand francs, for the ranfom of John of Brit- 
tany, was waiting his orders, and the time was 
nearly elapfed for the receipt. of the other fixty 
thoufand francs. He had, therefore, provided 
himfelf with money for a long time. 

When duke Albert of Bavaria, who. was re- 
gent of Hainault, Holland, and Zealand, .f6r 
his brother count William, then alive, was in- 
formed that the duke of Ireland had fled from 
England, and had taken up his refidence at 
Dordrecht, he mufed a while, and thought it 
improper he (hould make any long flay there. 
He had quitted England as a fugitive ; and was 
in the ill favour of his coufin-germans, the 
dukes of York and Gloceftcr, to whom he owed 
love and affection: he had, befide, behaved 
ihamefully to his duchefs, who was the daugh- 
ter of his coufin, the princefs Ifabella of Eng- 
. land. 

In confequ^nce, he fent to tell the duke, that 
fmce he had difpleafed his fair coufins of Eng- 
land, and had broken his marriage to connect 
himfelf with another woman, he mufl inflantly 
leave his country and feek other quarters; for 
he would never fuffer the duke of Ireland to in^ 
habit any town of his. When he received this 
order, he was much alarmed lefl he fhoiild 
be arrefied and given up to his enemies, and 
humbled himfelf exceedingly to tiiofe who 
brought the order, faying he would cheerfully 
obey the duke^s commands. He inflafitly di- 
- ' ; rected 
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rected all his accounts to be fettled and paid, 
and embarked on board a veflel, with attend- 
ants for Utrecht, which is a town folely de- 
pendant on its biihop, where he arrived, and 
tarried there until other intelligence was brouglit 
him. We will now leave him, and return to 
the afl'airs of England. 

When the army of the barons had been dif- 
banded at Oxford, I know not if the dukes of 
York and Gloceller and the aichbiihop of Can- 
terbury did not remain there fome days longer; 
during which time the two knights, fir John Sa- 
lifbury and the little Beauchamp, were be- 
headed. After this execution they returned to 
London, where they ftaid fome time, expecting 
to hear from the king ; but all they learnt was 
that he continued in Briftol, It was deter- 
mined in council, at Weftminfter, through the 
adrice of the archbilhop of Canterbury, to fend 
a deputation from the chief barons to the king 
to remonlirate with him, in an amicable man- 
ner, on his oppofition to the principal perfons 
of his kingdom, who were naturally bound to 
guard his honour, and for having placed hiii 
confidence in a fet of minions; whicli con- 
duct had nearly loft him his crown. While this 
was going forward in the council, fir Nicholaa 
Bramber had been taken in Wales, and brought 
to London. The king's uncles were rejoiced at 
this, and faid they fliould not let him wait Ion" 
but that he fhould fuffer a fimllar death to i)i$ 
friendjs. Sir Nicholas, unable to offer suy thing 
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to prevent his execution, was led to the ufual 
place, without the town, and there beheaded. 

He was lamented by fome of the citizens, for 
he had, in former times, been their mayor, and 
had, during that time, well and honeftly go- 
verned the city. He had alfo been of effential 
fervice to the king at the time of the peafants' 
rebellion, by flaying, with his own hand. Lifter ; 
which difmayed the infurgents greatly, and put 
them to flight ; and for this the king had created 
him a knight. He was beheaded like 'the others, 
for having too readily put his faith in the duke 
of Ireland. 

The king's uncles feeing that now all thofe of 
the king's council whom they hated were either 
dead or had quitted the country, thought it 
time to put the government on a ftable footing ; 
for, notwithftanding they had put to death, or 
baniflied, all who were obnoxious to them, they 
never intended to deprive the king of his crown, 
but only to reform and regulate his government 
more to his own and country's honour. They 
therefore faid to the archbifliop of Canterbury, — 
' You will go with your ftate to Briftol, where 
you will find the king, and remonftrate with 
him on the affairs of his realm, and the condi- 
tion they are now in: recommend us to him, 
and fay, that we entreat he will not put any 
belief in what he may hear to our difcredit : for 
he has too long done fo, againft his own honour 
and profit, as well as to the hurt of the king- 
<^om. You will likewife fay, that we and the 

good 
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good city of London beg he will return hither, 
where he will be received with the utnioft joy; 
and we will agree to his having the nomination 
of his council in any way mod agreeable to him. 
We charge you, however, archbilliop, on no ac- 
count to return without him, fof thofe who are 
now attached to him will be madedifcontented. 
Tell him alfo, not to be angered for fuch traitors 
as were near his perfon, who may have been 
flain or driven out of the kingdom, for by them 
his crown was in danger of being loft.' 

The archbifhop promifed to accomplifli the 
matter as well as he was able, and, having foon 
made his preparations, fet out for Briftol in 
grand array, fuch as became fo reverend a pre- 
late, and fixed liis lodgings in the town. The 
king lived very privately, for all thofe who ufed 
to be with him, were either dead or banifhed, 
as you have heard. The archbiftiop was one 
whole day and two nights in the town before 
the king would fee him, fo forely vexed was he 
with his uncles for having driven away the duke 
of Ireland, whom he loved above all mankind, 
and for having put to death his chamberlains 
and knights. At length, he was fo well advifed 
that he admitted the archbiihop to his prefence. 
On his entrance, he humbled hirafelf much be- 
fore the king, and then addrefTed him warmly 
on the fubjects the dukes of York and Glocefter 
had charged him with. He gave him to under- 
ftand, that if he did not return to London, ac- 
cording to the entreaties of his uncles, the ci- 
tizens of London and the greater part of his 



^ 
n 



_^ \ 



m 

fubjects, he wou|d make them very difcou- 
tented; and he remonilrated^ that without the 
^id of his uncles^ barons, prelates, knights an4 
commons ftom the chief towns, l\e would be 
unable to act, or to have any compliance givep 
to his will. This he , had been charged to tell 
him, and likewife that he could not more re- 
joice his enemies, nor more effectually hurt his 
country, than by making war on his friends. 

The young kin was inclined to liften to the 
arguments of the archbifhop; but the infult that 
h3,d been offered him, by beheading thofe of 
his council in whom he had no fault to find^ 
was too frefti in his memory for him inflantly 
to comply. Many plans were propofed to him : 
. at laft, by the good adjirioe of the queen, and of 
the moft prudent of his counfeHor^s, who had 
Remained with him, fuch jas fir Richard Stenor 
and others, he reftrainad his choler, and faid to 
^■the archbifliop, that he would cheerfully ac- 
company him to London. My lord of Canter- 
bury was highly pleafed on hearing this ; and 
Jbe gained much honour by having brought 
matters to fo happy a conclufion. The king 
.did not remain at Briftol long after this, but, 
leaving thfere his queen, fet out with his retinue 
•towards London, the jarchbifhop acgonjpanying 
\him. On his arrival at Windfqr, he flopped 
/three whole days. 

?When news was brought to ; L(M:idon that the 

-archbifhop of Canterbury had fo fisir fuc^eeded 

-in his miflion, that the king was on his return 

the city, the Mrhole town ^was rejoiced ; and 

they 
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they determined to go out to meet and conduct 
liim, in the raoft honourable manner, to his pa- 
lace. The day on which he left Windfor, the 
whole road from London to Brentford was co- 
vered with people on foot and horfeback. The 
dukes of York and Glocefter, and prince John 
of York, the earls of Arundel, Salifbury, North- 
umberland, and many barons and prelates, 
went, in great ftate, to conduct the king. 
They met him within two miles from Brentford, 
and received him'moft affectionately, as good 
fubjects Ihould their lord. 

The king, who had their late proceedings ftill 
rankling in his heart, fcarcely flopped when he 
met them, nor caft his eyes towards them. The 
perfon he talked the moft tn on his road was the 
bi(hop of London. On their arrival in Weft- 
minfter, the king difmounted at his palace, 
which had been prepared for him. He there 
partook of wines and fpices, as did his uncles, 
the barons, prelates and knights who were en- 
titled to the honour. Several of them now took 
leave, and thofe who refided in London went 
home, but the king's uncles, the archbilTiop of 
Canterbury, and the whole of the council re- 
mained to keep him company, to be on better 
terms together, and to confult on the affairs of 
the nation, for they had formed their plans, and 
were lodged, fome in the palace, and others in 
the abbey. 
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CHAP. LVIII. 

THE KING, BY THE ADVICE OF HIS UNCLES AND 
COUNCIL, SUMMONS THE NOBILITY AND 
COMMONERS OF THE REALM TO A PARLIA- 
MENT AT WESTMINSTER, AND TO RENEW 
THEIR HOMAGE TO HIM. 

A SPECIAL parliament being ordered to 
'f^ meet at Weftminfter, all. the barons, pre- 
lates, knights and chief citizens from the prin- 
cipal towns were fummoned to attend, and all 
who held fiefs from the king. The reafon for 
this parliament being jnade fo general, was 
that the archbifhop of Canterbury haji remon- 
strated in the council, and to the king's uncles, 
that when they had crowned king Richard, 
though all who held fiefs under him had made 
their homage, and held their lands accordingly, 
he was not of a proper age legally to receive 
their oaths. A king by right muft be twenty- 
one years of age before he can juftly goyern the 
kingdom, and, until that time, fhould be under 
the tutelage of his uncles, if he have any, or 
under thofe of his fubjects the neareft related to 
him. The archbifliop added, that as now the 
king was of the proper age, he advifed^ for 
greater fecurity, all who held any lands under 
him fhould renew their homage, and acknow-^* 
ledge him for their lord. 

This opinion of the archbiftiop was acceded 
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to by the king's uncles, and was the caui'e of 
lb general a fummons being fent abroad for all 
perlbns to attend this parliament. Every one 
having obeyed, London and Weliminfter were 
much crowded. 

On the day appointed, the king heard mafs 
royally clothed, with the crown on his head, in 
the chapel of the palace*, which is very hand- 
fome and richly decorated. The archbifliop of 
' Canterbury fald mafs, and performed divine fer- 
vlce. He was attentively heard, for he was an 
excellent preacher. 

When the fervice was over, the king's uncles 
kifled him, in fign of homage, and fwore faith 
and duty to him for ever. Then came the ba- 
rons, prelates, and all who held any thing 
under him, and with joined hands, as was be- 
coming vaflals, fwore faitii and loyalty, and 
kifled him on the mouth. It was vifible that 
* the king kifled fome heartily, others not; for, 
though he checked himfelf as much as poflible, 
> all were not in his good graces; but he diflem- 
bled, for he wiflied not to *act contrary to his 
uncles. If he had poffefled the power, he 
would not have behaved thus, but have wreaked 
a cruel revenge on thofe who had, as he thought. 



* This chapel ia at the prefent period the houfe of com- 
moni. When it was enlarged for the admilTion of the mem- 
beri from Ireland on the union, many of the paintings and 
other omamenti were difcovered, and have been engraven 
and publilhed. 
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fo undefervedly put to death fir Simon Barley 
and his other knights. 

The archbifl^op of York was fummoned by 
the council to attend to do his homage^ and 
purge himfelf from the things that had been 
laid to his charge ; for he . had always been a 
partifan of the duke of Ireland, and in oppo- 
sition to the king's uncles. When he received 
this fummons, knowing he was not beloved by 
the dukes of York or Glocefter, he was fearful 
of the event, and therefore fent his nepliew, the 
fon of lord Neville, to make his excufes. He 
infiantly fet out for London, and, on:his^ri- 
vaJ, waited on the king fii*ft, to whom he made 
excufes for his uncle, and performed, as proxy, 
the homage of the archbishop. 

The king received his excufes, for he loved 
this archbifliop more than that, of Canterbury, 
and bore him out before the council, otherwHe 
he would have been heavily fined: through At-' 
tention to the king, the council admitted his 
excufes, and he was fuffered to remain in his 
diopefe. For a feng time, however, . he was 
afraid to refide at York, but lived 2fct Newcaftle 
on Tyne, near the paiUes of his brother Neville 
andcoufms. ~ . 

Thus were affairs in Englapd; but the 
king had not, for fome time, the command of 
his council, which was under the eOiatrotil of 
his uncles, and the barons and prelates before 
named. We will now return to wl^t waygoing 
forward in Caftille and Portugal. 
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CHAP. LIX. 

THE KING OF PORTUGAL AND DUKE OF MNCAS- 
TER UNITE THEIR FORCES. — WITEN DISTRESS- 
ED TO CROSS THE RIVER DUERO, A GALICIAN 
SQUIRE, PRISONER OF WAR, DIRECTS THEM 
TO A FORD. 
TT is right, lince the matter requires it, that 
. -'- I now fay fomething of the expedition of 
the duke of Lancafter, and how he perfevered 
in it, this feafon, in Galicia. I will continue it 
from where I left off, as I have a great defire to 
complete its hiilory. 

When the duke and his army had conquerecl 
the town and caftle of Orenfe, they halted 
there four days to reficfli theinfelves, as there 
were plenty of provilions. On the fifth day, 
they departed, taking the road to Noya. 
They quartered themfelves, for four days, in a 
large meadow along the river fidej but the 
ground was already burnt up by the great heat 
of the fun, and the water was fo bad that the 
horfes would fcarcely drink it : many that did 
fo died. Orders were given to diflodge and re- 
turn to Orenfe; for the marflials, fir Thomas 
Moreaux and l\r Ricliard Burley, had declared 
the caftle of Noya to be impregnable but by a 
long fiege, with great expenfe of money, and 
many aifaults. 

The duke of Lancafter, likewife, when there, 
received intelligence of the approach of tlie 
king of Portugal and his army, confifting of 
three thoufaad fpears and ten thoufand fervice- 
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able men : fo that, when the two armies fliould 
be united, fomething eflential might be done; 
for the duke had with him fiftefen hundred 
knights and fquires and fix thoufand archers. 
This intelligence greatly pleafed the duke : he 
decamped from before Noy a, where he had done 
nothing, and returned to Orenfe. He fent for 
his duchefs and ladies, declaring he would there 
wait the arrival of the king of Portugal. 

The king of Portugal and his niarfhals, hav- 
ing taken pofleflion of Ferrol, marched for 
Orenfe to meet the duke of Lancafter. On their 
road, they came to Ville-de-Padron, which, at 
firft, fhewed fymptoms of rebellion, but, when 
the army appeared, they fubmitted. The king 
and his army remained in the town and adjoin- 
ing country fifteen days, and greatly wafted its 
provifions, notwithftanding a fufficiency came 
to them from Portugal. Galicia was ruined by 
thefe two armies ; and the weather was now be- 
come fo exceedingly hot, that none could ven- 
ture abroad, after eight o'clock in the morning, 
without rilk of death. 

While the duke and duchefs of Lancafter re- 
mained in Orenfe, their men and horfes were fuf- 
fering greatly for want of forage and water; there 
were neither frelh grafs nor green food^ for the 
ground was too parched for any feeds to fpring. 
The whole country was burnt up ; and the Engliffi 
were forced to fend their foragers twelve, fixteen, 
nay twenty leagues, for food for themfelves and 
horfes. Confider what their difficulties muft have 
been. The knights and fquires of England found 
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the wines fo ftrdng and ardent; that th^y affected 
their heads, ftomachs and bowels, and they had 
not any remedy ; for there was a great fcarcity 
of good water to temper them with, or to cool 
them. Their food was contrary to what they had 
^ways been accuftomed to; for in their own 
country they live at their eafe, ' whilft now they 
were burnt with external a:nd internal heat. 
The greateft lords were in the utmoft poverty 
and diftrefs; and fuch effects as were natural, 
followed, which I ftiall relate to you. 

The Englifh knights and fquires, feeing their 
difficulties increafe, from the fcarcity of forage 
and the extreme heat of the weather, began to 
murmur and fay, — * Qnr ekt)edition feejfas draw- 
ing to a poor end; fot wfe ron^ain too long in one 
place/ *That is true,' . replied others j * and we 
have another thing much againil us ; we have 
brought women, who only wifti to remain quiet ; 
ind ifor one day that they are inclined to travel, 
they will repofe fifteen. It is this Which has 
(Checked us, and will be our deftruction ; for if, 
on our landing at Coruniiia, we had advanceii 
into the country, we (hould have fucceeded in 
putting it under bur obedience; for none would 
have dared to oppofe us : but thefe long refidences 
have encouraged our enemies, who have ftrength-.* 
ened their ftrong places, and reinforced their 
towns and caftles with men at arms from France; 
and have alfo piofted them in the narrow paffes, 
aild doiig the rivers to guard and defend them. 
T*hey will defeat uii without a battle ; for they 

Vol. VIII. B b know 



■t 



«70 

know it would be more to their advantage to de- 
dine it. This kingdom of Caftille is not fo plea-' 
fant a country to make war in as France, where 
there are plenty of large villages, a fair country, 
fine rivers, ponds, rich paftures, and agreeable 
and fnbfiantial wines for men at arms to refrefli 
themfel.ves with, and a fun and climate finely 
temperate; but here every thing is the reverfe/ 
' What the deuce,* faid others, * what bufinefe 
had the duke to bring his wife and daughters 
with him, fince he came hither for conquefl ? It 
was quite unreafonable,for they have been a great 
hindrance to him. It is well known throughout 
all Caftille, that he and his brother are the lawful 
heirs of .the crown, in right of their wives, who 
were daughters of don fedro 3 but, with regard 
to the conqueft or the furirender of any towns, 
ladies can do but little.' This was the language 
held in different parts of the Englifli army, by 
many knights and fquires when among themfidves. 
They were much rejoiced on learning that 
the king of Portugal was near at hand ; and when 
he was within two miles of the town, the duke 
of Lancafter and his knights mounted their 
horfes, and went fgrth to meet him. There was 
much apparent joy, and the king and the duke, 
as well as the Euglifh and Portuguefe knights^ 
teftified great pleafure at meeting. The army of 
Portugal was behind, under the command of fix 
great barons of that country, namely, Ponaffe 
d*Acunfaa, Vafco Martin de Merlo, the Pofiiich 
Dofnedegoufle, Sfdvafe de Merlo^ fir Alleyne 

, Pereua^ 



371 
Pereira, marflial, and John Radighos de Sar. 
Several barons were with the king, whofe efcort 
was but three hundred Tpears. On their arrival 
■at Orenfe, the king was lodged becoming his 
ilabe, and much at his eafe, and the place was 
full of horfes. The king, duke, and lords, were five 
days in council, and determined to make an ex- 
curfion, with the united armies, towards Medina 
del Campo and Vilalpando, where fir Oliver du 
Guefclin, conftableof Caftille, and the largeft gar- 
rifon of Frenchmen were ftationed. They were 
puzzled how to crofs the Duero, which at times is 
dangerous, and more fo in the fummer, from the 
meitingof the fnows on the mountains, than in the 
winter, when it is frozen, like all other fraall 
ftreams. Notwrthftanding this difficulty, they re- 
folved to march for Campo, in the hopes of find- 
ing a ford; and orders were iflued to the armies 
for this effect. They were well pleafed to receive 
them, for they had fuffered very feverely at 
Orenfe, and in thofe parts; and many had been 
carried off by ficknefs. 

The king of Portugal and the duke of Lancaf- 
ter left Orenfe together ; but their armies were fe- 
parated, becaufe they were not acquainted, nor 
underftood each other's language, and likewife to 
prevent any difputes or riots that might fall out 
between them ; for the Portuguefe are paffionate, 
overbearing, and not eafily pacified, and the Eng- 
!ifh are fpitefui and proud. The couftables and 
marfhals of each army, when they fent out parties 
to forage, ordered them to take feparate routes. 
Thefej 
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I'licle armies..wbich were fufficient t6 combat 
what force the king ofCaftille and his allies 
could bring, to the field, continued their marcH 
until thev came to the river Duero. This was 
not.eafy to pa&; for it is deep^ with high banks, 
and full of broken rocks, except at certain 
bridges, which had either been deftroyed, or fo 
ftrongly fortified and guarded, it was not poffi-^ 
ble to attempt them with hopes of fuccefs. 

While they were confidering how they could 
crofs it, it chanced that fir John Holland, the 
conilable, fir Thomas Moreaux, and fir Richard 
Burley, the marihals, or their foragers, during 
an excurfion, fell in with a fquire of Galicia, 
called Donunage Baghor, who was riding 
through the country, . having- paifisd the river: 
he knew that all the bridges were broken down> 
but he was acquainted with a ford that could 
eafily be pafied on horfeback or on foot, and 
when he {aw the enemy, he had turned back, 
and was riding- for this ford. He was made 
prifoner, and brought to thefe lords, who clofely 
examined him as to a ford ; and the conftable 
told him, that if he would fhew them a lafe on^, 
for he had heard there were fuch^ he would not 
only give him his liberty^ but make him a hand- 
fopcie prefent befide. The fquire was npt well 
advifed, and too eager to gain his liberty and the 
conft^ble's gift : he therefore faid, that he would 
fhew them a place where the whole army might 
crofs in fafety. The conftable and marihals were 
fo joyful on hearing this, that they fent to ac* 
quaint the duke with the good news. The ar-^ 
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iDies foUo?red the vanguard of die coDllaUe, 
which had arrived at the ford. The fqaiie 
entered the river as their guide ; and^ when they 
law there was not any danger, all pafled in the 
beft manner they could. 

The van, having croffed, halted on the bank to 
guide the main army over. SirJohn Holland kept 
his promife with the Gralician fquire, by giving 
him his liberty and a prefent ; and he infiandy 
fet off for Medina del Campo^ where the king of 
CafliUe then was. It is a handfome and ftrong 
city in that country. 

The duke of Lancafter and the king of Por- 
tugal rode in company, and came to this ford, 
which is called Place-ferrade, where the gravel 
is found and firm. They crofled without diffi- 
culty, as did their armies: the rear dlvifion 
croffed on the morrow, and they all encamped 
themfelves on its banks. -* 

News was foon carried to Ruelles*, Catefe- 
riesfj Medina del Campo, Vilalpando, St. Pha- 
gon j;, and to the other towns and caftles in Caf- 
tille, that the EnglLih had pafled the Duero« 
having difcovered a ford. They were much 
furprifed, and faid they muft have been (hewn 
it through treachery ; for, if it had not been 
made known by feme of the natives, they would 
nevpr have found it out. There is nothing but 
what fooner or later is difcovered, by fervants or 



* Ruelles, Q. t Cateferies, QL 

X St. Phagon, Q. 

othcrwife. 



'374 

othcrwife. llief lords attached to the kidg^ of 
Caftille learnt that Dommage Baghor hftd point- 
ed out to them this ford : he was inftantly ar* 
refted, and^ having acktiowledged what he had 
done^ was condemned to death. He was car* 
ried to Vilalpando^ and there beheaded. 
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